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Faith 



" Jn Jiill agreement with great lights of the primL 
iive church; our owuy andr all the reformed oneSy J un. 
derftand by^ it a dependence upon Chrijl for righteouf. 
nefs. and flrengthyas having paid to the jufice of Go^ 
fulLfatisfaElion for his broken law, and,obtained ac- 
ceptance for all believers in his name, to the reward oj 
qtjriial life: ' Should an explanation <f this pointy now 
it f terns fo offenfive to many, be demanded, the follow^ 
ing is humbly fuhmitted to confideration. • 

Sin is the tranfgreffion of God's law, which fo foon 
as broken, fub^e^s^ us to its penalty. The frf Jin of 

thtfirflmanis a decifive troof of this truth. 
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ifi lit ^ fatal confequences the whole human ract^ couhi 
not he^ fardoned ; we may fairly prefume^ fin has uL 
ways the fame nature in the eyes of an unchangeable 
God. 'Therefore^ every fn^ as an aB -of difobedienc^ 
and rehdlion againfi him^ mifl he the objeB of his dif^ 
,2>leafiirc at all iimes^ and forever feparate from him 
every foul cf man in whom it is found unpdrdoned ani 
unpurged. 

This gives an alarming view of tour condition under 
fr.^ immediately exciting this quejlion^ How are fnners 
iobe refored'^to the favor of God? 'An enquiry^ of all 
others the mofl important. And you arc again defrti: 
to keep your eye fixed upon the feripture charaBer of 
God^ his holinefs or hatred of fin^ and inflexible will to 
punifh ity remembering at the fame time ^ that every' aB- 
of difohedience has the fame accurfed nature with the 
firfi^ and as certainly expofes the offender to \oniein*^[^ 



nation. 



. . ^ '..'ll 

If you rejufe to admit this awful account of the na^ 
iure of fiuj and of, God^ hecaufe^ contrary to the idea yhu 
have framed of him^ and derogatory^ as you fancy ^ to his 
perfeBions^ you arc then required to prove under what 
age of the worlds or in what part of feripture you find^ 
it recorded^ that God has revoked his decree againfi fiuy 
end made a change in the law given to man at his crea^ 
ilon. ' This was,' life upon obedience, and in cafe of 
tranfgrffi on, death. The feripture, on the contrary, 
in perftB harmony with itfelf, acquaints us, that at the 
fccond promulgation of the law, God appeared in the' 
fame majefiy ’fovereignty, and with the fame denuncia-- 
U'on of wrath egainfifinntrs, as he did at the begin^ 



nikg. Carfed is every one that condnu^th ri 9 t m ' 
all the things which are written - in the book of the' 
law to -do them. On which we 'may obferve'by the 
'way, that'^ai more' than temporal death was ntce{farilj 
implied iit the threatening and curfe to ike Je-ws^ 'he., 
caufe. that} they knew was the 'unavoidable doom oj all' 
mankind, whether they obeyed or not — 5a ' it naturally ' 
fuggtjls hus, that the firji threatening. In the day thou, 

eatejllhereoj thou Jhalt jurely die, was of the fame' eie-' 

tent and its meaning precifely d'etermined by it. ' 

■ However, in the fecond there is no relaxation of ike 
firf ; no ■ coiUr ary declaration concerning the cafe 'ef 
offenders, nor the leaf intimation of a'ny change in the 
will 'of God with refpdl to fin. Indeed fuch a varia- 
iion'or ineonffehey in the chdraUer of God, as given 
by his felf, would bean argument of infinitely greater 
force 'than any yet alledged dgainf the truth of tk, 
kible. ' 

The fa£l then is certain : the wages of fm 'is deaths ^ 
and always will be fo while God remains unckangable.. 
What he publijhed by his firf covenant, in the perfon of 
Adam given to all mankind, he renewed and confirmed 
hy the delivery of the law a/Mofes, which, as St. Paul ' 
ooferves, Gai. iii. tg. . Was added becaufe of tranf- 
greiTions, that their defert might be known, that the. 
•ffence might abound, Rom. v. In its penally and 
curfe unto death, now once more folemnly awarded a- 
gainf every offender, and every offence. 

Bejides thefe two 'grand manifefations^ 'of the nature 
and will of God, the evil of fin, and the manner la 
tvhich' it is to he treated, we know of no other. And 
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hoik are extmplijied in the judgments recorded thf'OMghi'* 
cut fcripture^^ efpecially .in the death ofc Chrtji^ as 
many confirmations of Godts unalterable^ purpofic cfi 
dealing with finners according to thofe declarations. 
Vcryjl riking and awful indeed they are. Yet here we 
mufi refi the point forever^ unlefs we would take upon 
tti, as we do frotn ote> age to another^ with horrid pre^ 
fumptiohy to ejlimate the ' guilt of fin from our o.wn 'falfe 
notions of it ^ to pref crib e a law to God, to divejl him ef 
his fupreme dominion^ to cavil at his wifdbm, and dc- 
throne his jvjlice. 

But let the reafonof mdn,Jhort ds it is', Te judge in 
this caufe: The decree is gone out from the Almighty^ 

and fiands unrepealed in the revelation he has made df 
his f elf ; Curfed is every one that continucth not in 
all thinj; s writteti in the book of the law to do ihemi 
Suppofe now for a moment’, we dre at liberty to call 
this decree in quefian, and make allowance for fome fihl 
What is that fin ? And if for one, why not two or more', 
and where will you flop ? If 07 ice you take it oiU of 
God's hands, there zvill he no end of pleading for irdrfi 
greffion, no dread of it, no fenfe of good and evil, no fub- 
mijfion to God's authority, no chedience upon eartfl 
The conclufion is evident, if all have finned, all fiand, 
condemned by the fentence of ajujl God, 

The Covenant of redemption, in which mercy and truth * 
meet Legether, rightec'ifnefs and peace kifs each other, 
and God is b^thjujl andthejujlifier cf him that beJieveth, 
in Jefus , is not here to he fully opened. We are now 
prove the necejjily oj dependence fir falvationon the death 
and rightmfncjs of Chrift,fr°m the preceding ' aecnint 
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hf God*s iimlterabU jujlice^ and fro^fh the guilt c/ Jin 
Jbeiiig in all ages tHe 'famcV And unlefs zue arc diclarli 
cd fret from that guilty and invejl’ed iiith a title to eter- 
nal lifcy how can we be Javed f Jf we have not right- 
eoiifnfs in ourfelveSy where mujl we look for it^ hut as 
'ixijiing fo'Uly in_ the'perfon ^ Jefus Chrift ? IJiefeh- 
deuce, therefore, iipon that Yighteoufnefs as appointed by 
God Jor finnirs to confide in, is the precious faith of tlCc 
gofpel by which the juft live, dndlive eternally. As no 
other will reconcile the divine attributes, or anfwtr the 
exigencies of mankind, concluded under fin, and always 
finners,fo nothing elfc muJl be the ground of 'cur Kopt 
towards God. 

^Vorks, Ales ! ws have none that will bear 
io he weighed in God's balance, or anfwer the deindriJs 
of his jiijhci. Be fair and Honejl here, as it is d mdfi 
ier of life and death. Then examine what you think 
yoiir hejl aHion, or tHe mofi excellent grace in your foul. 
Bring it to the tbuchfione, ike ftrdight rule of the cons- 
'kandmcjit, which reaches tlie heart and all its idotion's. 
In the matter or dianher, principle or end, be dffured', 
'you will find fame grievous flaw in it, and condemnation 
your defert, infiead of reward. Let Hooker, whofc 
judgjnent or piety non’e ever quejlioned, who have JiudL- 
td his writings^ be heard on this head. If God',faid 
he, fhould make us an offer thus iarge-^Se arch all 
^ the generations of men, fince the fall of our firji fatk- 
cr Adam ; find one man that hath done one a^ion 
^ which hath pafi from him pure, without any fain or 
blcmijh at all ; and for that one man*$ only aHiony 
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ntUhtr^ man nor angel /hall feel the torments rahich^ 
“ arc prepared for both. Do you think that this ran- 
ffom to, deliver men and angels could be found' aneong 
“ oJ Difcourfs on'juftification; ' 

Sincerity. This has been long adopted into our. 
divinity, as fit was the gracious condition of the new, 
covenant^ in oppofiiton to the law of perfeB obedience;. 
But It IS no where mentioned' in feripture as fucL Yet, 

JO great a variation in a matter of vaji- importance, 
from every other revelation God has been pleafed to 
rpale of . liis fef and the way of aceeptance with him, ' 
*>fe.d be very diflmBly and flrongly marked. But whef 
me call for feripture proof, none is produced. Jt is in. 
deed altogether a claim of human invention, an acknowll' 
eged iefeB.of cbedience—Confequently an abfolate for-' 
feiiure, delivering us up to jifice,fo long as the law of; 
perfeB obedience fands f full force againf us. -Jintf 
let the reader determine, after what has been faidf 
whetner that law was not defgned to be a perpetual 
ftandard of the only obedience God reitl r... 



PREFACE.- xi 

i%e nczj covenant he fnppofed a relaxation- of,, every pre- 
ceding cnc in rcfpcB of God' s judgment of fin^ and that^ 
now in this laji age of the worlds he has revealed his 
Jelf ci aaing under a difpenf ng power^ and difcharg^ 
ing.fin of its guilt. ‘ , 

[ But this is a dangerous expedient^ uuithout warrant 
from reafon cr fcripture. By fcripture we are tautrht , 
our whole deliverance from the curfe of the law^ and the 
anfwer of d good confcience to its demands^ is the righh 
eo'.fnefs of Chrifl^ fatisfying the divine jufice^ and to 
the praife of the glory of his grace unputed to finners 
for falvatiqn. ‘ This is the anchor of the foul^fure and 
fedfafl.^ full fecuriiy^ our firfi and on\y juflif cation. ' 

_ The notion of a firft and fecond is the offspring of 
pride., oppofing the truth of God. For fur ely thefejuf 
iifiers of themfelves make no account of the juflice of 
God as fill exifiing in all its rigor, but fuhfituie in- 
fead of perfeBionvjhat falls infinitely fhort of it. Yet 
the iiatui c of God, and of Jin, remain always the fame i 
cpnfequently we are as much undone as ever, if go f pel 
grace extends no farther than to the firfi benefit of for- 
givnefs, when we are admitted into the Chriftian cove- 
nant. This is dropping faith at the beginning of our 
converfion, as a thing of no farther ufe. ■ On the con^- 
trary, -we are ajjured the jufi JJiall live by faith, not 
once but always, in every fep of his progrefs, at the hour 
of death, and the day of judgment. ‘ Jt is not meant, ' 

^ hat faith has any fuch effect merely as a work and 
righteoufnefs'of our own. No, it confifis in a denial 
df the merits of all works, qualif cations, or habits in 
man. Its effence is unfeigned fubmiffi on to the right- 
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t^^ufnefi of God^ and entire dependence upon it as freely 
given to us» IVhich^may furni/h an anfwcr to thofe 
tiiko ajk^ why may not imperfeB works jifiify\ as well 
ks imperfeH faith ? Suppojing tmily that one is no more 
perfeB than the other. The reafon isythat the foli 
Vernal condition of jiijHf 'cation hy works is their per* 
feUion^ confeqitenily a claim founded on them^muft eith'^ 
cr he made good\y or wholly relinquifhtd. Whereas 
Jailk, though it may be weak end tmperfeH, Injlead 
exalting itfelf dgainjl the jujli'ce of God, and fanding 
before him in the confidence ofi a lie, puts all from it- 

Setting the whole giory ofi fialvation where it is 
'due. " ' ' ; 

?if r We Jhall clofe this argument with obferving^ that 

f^ih is not underfood, much lefs pojfefjed, f it produee, 
not m^ore holinefs^ than cmld pofibly be any aiher waf 
aiiainei^. The charge ^ ‘ vacating the law^ at a rule f 
if^^flUwtd cife upon the frft preacking of falvation hy 
faith; and a bafe fufpicUn f its being prejudicial to 
the inter ejls »f virtue^ 85 hardly ever 'rooted ‘ut of the 
MU ads of men ^ till they theirf elves experience the power . 
of faith, • But this can have no weight with tkfe who 
Ycmembtr the decifon (,ur Lord has made this poini^^ 
tit opoftion to the conceit of a proud pretending Phari^ * 
fee ^ ta whom little is firgzveny the fame loveth little^' 



l^uKe vii, 47. 

Ife ccKnowleg€y we frenuoifly maintain the heart of 
mar, is exceedingly depraved. But you extend this mat- 
,sr beyond all b^unas^ end charge* vr,uck greater corrupt 
• 1 11 upon f alien man than you arc aware f wJieny^iz 



^pofc. iht$ fuperahundant Uve otj Gody manifejitd i% 
e phn of rtde^ptiony can kindle no lovcy .and enciie 
0 gratitude. Qn the contrary^ it is the peculiar hon- 
r ef gof pel grace^ that it hpjnhles every believer in the 
ujly fills him joithjufi apprehenfions of the finfulnefs 
f fin^ raifes^ him from his dead fiate^ to efidhlifh him 
'n the truth of obedience from love to Gody and holy aiu 
ir&tionpj his adorable perfections., .And if the gofi 
t\ he not thus effectual^ through the Holy Ghojly to every 
,nner who really. helieves it . if the lone of tfie ever 
iUJftd Txinity does not put all the , powers of the foul in 
motion to rnak'e fame fuitable returns^ our condition 
is indeed hop el efs. And we may venture to affirm 

that a^zeal for works truly Chriftian can .be built on H9 
other foundation ; and^ that a defire to ptrfeH kollnefs 
wiU never take place in the heart of many hut under a 

'fenfe of redeeming gracOy and the great fahation it fets 
before us. . ' 



. A ntgleBy and even avowed contempt of this doHrino 
IS thecharaBeriJiicoJ ouragCyand the gof pel motive 
to obedience we, in general ceafe to inculcate^ though we. 
call curfelves Chrifttans; iBut in vain do we attempt 
to revive the decayed fpirit of religiony and ejlahlijk m 
pure, morality on any other than feripture^grounds. A. 
fpurious kind of ily cutwardy partialy chiefly founded on ^ 
love of reputdtiouy with little regard to Gody nature it^ 
filfian difeeruy and infome meafure attain. * Poor^ 
viean attainment ! yet nature is mojl unreafonahly ‘ 
prone to fuhfiituie this in the place of invJUrd and fpitr 
^^Ml religiony to which is altogether averfe. 

Si 
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true holinefs^ that 'is profound fdfahafement andfuh 
jeaicn to the father of Spirits, from love of his nature 
and will, h)ith ardent longings after pufMy of heart, is 
the^genuine produH of * lively faith, and I fa>y again,* 
no Ti'htfe'io be fo'und,till the evitr 'hlejfed name of Jefus, 
his grace and truths his ' compafp^onate heart, dying . 
loveij and Hi perfeB obedience, are the meditation, de^ 
light, and' confidence of the foul towards, God.^' 

‘ Upon thefe principles 'I have, ende'dvbrtd to deline- 
ate The Coviplete ’ Duty of^ Han* book bears this 

title, not from -any tzrrogantxdnceit the author holds of 
its worth, hilt from its compr'ehMing thi doftrines as 
well as the precepts peculiar to the church (f God, from 
its placing things in their praper order, and preparing ■ 
the way to Chriftian praBice, by Chri^i^n faith, and 
to faith by conviBiori of Jin, • The Whole Duty of Man, 
fo called, has been long in poffitjfion ' of general efltem^ 
and is to he found in mojl families^ Biti it is evident 
that celebrated Treaiife wants the gremhing',' needful 
to obtain the very end for which it was written ; fince- 
Chrijl lhe lawgiver will always f peak in vainf without 
Chrijl the Saviour is jirj} known,-' ChriRian morali- 
ty is produced and maintained by this principle, we 
love God, becaufe he jirjl loved us, and fent his fon to 
he the propitiatignfor out fins, ‘ 'All i'reatifes, there- 
fore, written to promote Kolinejs of life, mil ft be deplor- 
ably defeBivii Unlefs the crojs of Chtijl be laid as the 
foundation,' confianily kept in mew, and every duty en-' 
forced, as having relation to the Redeemer, This ii 
■he apoftle's doBrint and mtthod if inculcating Chrif^ 
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tain ohcdieuce^ end dll cthcT is phctTiJaicdl ot only a 

more refined fpccics of f elf. righitoufnefs. 

It tsfiroper to apprize the reader, that in the chap.' 
ier on repentance, there are fame paragraphs taken 
from Mr; Dickinfon’s Letters ; and in thefe chapters 
on 'tke Foundation of Faith, fever al fine fentments 
/row Mr." Maclaurin’s Sermon on the Glory of the 
Crefs of Chrifi. In a few other places, -where a 
mafierly argis-ment or beautiful illufiration upon the 
fubjea occurred, I have taken the liberty of enriching 
with it my ow moor k, • * 

I have nothing further to add, but my earneft requejl 
to the Fountain of all good, that it -may pleafe him to 
make the following Jheets ufeful. Ufeful, to give the 
reader knowlege 'of his glorious name~and a convic- 
tioh of human-ignorance, guilt, and depravity -which ' 
-may endear the name of a Redeemer ! and create hu. 
mility of mind with tende-r ' compajfion ' towards each 
other. Ufeful, to make evident the pardon, Jlrength 
‘peace, and righteoujnef, which enable all who ka-Je 
fcriptural faith in C^uid—That leth firmal and deif 
tical- religion may appear the difpicable things they are ; 
and an . earneft exp'e'Bation be excited in all who read 
this volume, of beholding the ' meridian glory of Chrif- 
tianity in Heaven^ where every creature breaks forth 
in fervent achnowlegement of infinite obligation, fay- 

tng, \VoRTHY IS THE LaMB THAT WAS SLAIN TO EE" 
CEIVE POWER, AND RICHES, ' AND WISDOM, AND 
strength, and HONOR, AND GLORY, AND 'WISDOM. ' 
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CHAPTER L 
On the excellent Worth of the SoirtLi 

It is evident man is made with an ac- 
tive principle, entirely diftin^l from his body. For 
this is chained down to a fpot of earth, no more than 
a mafs of unconfcious matter. But his foul can expa- 
tiate in contemplation, refleft, and, with infinite varie- 
ty, compare the numberlefs objefe which prefent them- 
felves before it; When his body has attained maturi- 
ty, his foul arrives not to perfedion, but increales in 
wifdom and knowledge : and when the feeble body 
is finking in decay, the foul is often full of vigor, and 
feels joy or anguifh, all its own. 

To demonftrate the worth of the foul, fo admirable 
in its properties, will be of great ufe ; becaufe all that 
the term religion comprehends, refpc^ the foul. And 
many precepts in the word of God mufi; be judged un* 
reafonablc, or prove irkfome, tin the ialvation of the 
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18 On ihe excellent Worth of ihe Soul. Sund. 1- 

ibul is known to be the greateft good man can attain ; 
the lofs of it the greateft evil he can fuffer. 

To pro\e this point, I fliall make my appeal to ob- 
ie A^ation and feripture, entirely waveing all abftrad 
reafonlng about the nature of the ’foul.* 

Experience, Then, powerfully proves the excellent 
worth of the foul. For what is the cafe of thoufands 
around you, if it has not already been your own ? Arc 
they not mourning over fome tender parent, near re- 
lation, or affeefionate friend ? How greatly did they 
A-alue the dear deceafed ! — ^How lifeful or how enter- 
taining 1 Perhaps the head, the comfort of the whole 
family !— Perhaps in the prime of life and beauty. Be- 
hold the hidden, bitter, prodigious transformation! 
The defirable object is become a putrid mafs, infuffer- ’ 
ably loatlifome, fit only for the grave ! Do you afk, 
how in fo fmall a fpace of time, what was before ad- 
mired, lliould become hideous even to look on ? The 
anfwer loudly proclaims the excellent worth of the 
foul. For, could the dead parent, relation, or friend 
fpeak to you on the fubjed, his anfwer would be to 
this elTecl : 

AfHicled and ftirprifed, you bewail, with tears of 
tendernefs, the frightful change you fee in a form long 
lo familiar and pleaftng to you. Know the caufe. 
The immortal inhabitant, which lodged for a few years 
under this roof of flelli, is gone. My foul, by its pref- 
ence, gav'e life, motion and beauty to my body. The 
inftant the one took its deftined flight, the other began 
to turn into an olfenfive carcafe, which muft moulder 
into duft, and duft remain, till his voice, who is the 
refurredion and the life, unites it forever with its for- 
mer inmate. 

From this ftriking difference between a dear parent, 
relation or friend; adive, ufeful, entertaining ; and 



♦ Our enquiiies about, the nature of the foul (lays Lord Bacon) rauft: 
he bouo<i over, laft, to reHgtion, for otherwife they ftill lie open to ma- 
ny errors. For. line. r the lubftance of the foul was not deduced from the 
mafs of heaven and earth, but immediately from God, how can the 
knowledge of th:? teafanabie foiii be derived from philofophy ? It m'uft be 
drawn from the finie irifpiration, from whence itB fubftaiQce firft Boiled. 
AdxanLemcnt of irarrtln^, bookiv,ch. 3. 
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Chap. 1.] On the excellent Worth of the Soul, 

the cold, pale piece of outcaft earth, he inftantly be- 
comes upon the departure of his foul into eternity, un- 
derftand what muft be its excellent worth. 

From obferving this fad:, daily palling before our 
eyes, turn to the page given by infpiration of God. 
Nothing can be conceived more grand than the fcrip- 
ture account of the foul. ' ^ 

Look up to the heavens ; immenfely high, immeaf- 
urably wide as they are, God only fpoke, and inftantly, 
with all their hoft, they had their being. The earth,- 
the fea, the air, with all their millions of inhabitants, 
were formed iri the fame manner. But before the hu-' 
man foul comes into being, a council of the" Trinity is 
held. God faid. Let us mak^ man hi ’our image ^ after 
our Ukenefs. So (iod created man in his own image ^ iri thd 
image^ of God Created he him, Gen. i. 26, 27. He form- 
ed his foul, in its moral faculties and powers, a lirilefs 
immortal image of himfelf, 

To ruin fo grand a being, was an attempt equal to the- 
execrable malice which Satan bore againft God, and the 
favorite work of his hands. But no fooner did Satan^ 
bring the foul of Adam nigh toeverlalUng deftrudion,' 
than the method ufed to recover it, declared, a fecond 
time. Hill more loudly, the exceeding greatnefs of its 
worth. This muft be granted, if you btke a juft fur- 
yey of his majefty, who alone was fufScient to redeem- 
it. Before him the countlefs multitudes which people 
the whole earth, with all their wealth and- pomp, are 
lefs than nothing and vanity. Before his incompre-' 
henfible glory, the height of the mountains, and the^ 
unfathomable depth of the foa — the dimenlions of the 
earth, and the circuit of the ikies, are as the fmall duft 
of the balance. This is HE, behold him ! behold hirri !* ** 
who takes upon himfelf a work impoflible for angels to- 
effeeft— ^the redemption of' the foul. He takes upon 
himfelf to replace it in union and communion with 

* The reader is dclired, as he would not injure the Redeemer, by, nn-. 
worthy thoughts of his perfon, to meditate on the grand things jiai.ih 
ijpeaks of the. Mclfiah ^ The 40th'Chapter» from whence the above de- 
feription of his glory ia extracted, puts it outofqueftion, that he i^ th|^. 
true God. The 6th the 9th and 35th, each prove the fiine t© 

^yation. 
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God ; not by the word of his mouth, as in the day 
when he made the heavens and the earth, but by a work 
infinitely coftly ; by a procefs of many ps^ful fteps, 
each of them myfterious and aftonilhing to angels, as 
well as to men. - ' ^ 

To redeem the foul, he is born of a poor virgin, in 
the likenefs of linful flefli ; he lives afflicted, inlulted, 
oppre^d above meafure, till in his death he; is made 
fin, and a curfe, offering up to the Father a divine obc; 
dicnce, and a death fully fatisfaetpry to his broken law* 

From cpnfidering duly who this Redeemer is, and: 
what he hath done, you muff conclude that every thing 
the world admires as excellent, or extols as valuable, is 
unfpeakably mean, when put in the balance againft: the 
wetfth of the foul. ^ 

It is, indeed, a matter of the utmoft difficulty to be- 
lieve,, that the Word, who is God, did abafe himfelf tot 
the death of the crofs, a ranfom for the foul. Here 
reafon is loft in the unfathomable myftery,. and if left 
to itfelf, leads to an obftinate denial of the fact. The. 
means ufed to prevent this effed, full of blafphemy a- 
^nft God, and perdition to ourfelves, forcibly prove 
Sie fouls excellent worth. For the fame Eternal Spirit, 
which in the beginning, brought light out of darknefs, 
order and beauty out of chaos, comes down from heav- 
en to atteft this truth. He ftiall glorify me, faith Chrift, 
for hejhall receive of mine^ and jhall Jhew it unto you. John, 
xvi. 14 . Difplaying the glory of the perfon and work 
of the Redeemer, who came to feek and to fave that 
which was loft. 

Judge now, what muft be the foul’s excellent worth, 
which origin^ly was the offspring of God, and made 
in his image ; then the purchafe of the blood of his e- 
qual Son ; and at length, the pupil of the Holy Ghoft, 
to be educated under his eye and influence for heaven. 
When nobility ftoops to the office of a teacher, nothing 
beneath the heir of a kingdom is the fchollar. How 
great then muft be the worth of the foul, which has 
the fpirit of God for its appointed inftrudor, and con-» 
tinu^ \ 
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Further, confider that height in glory, or dire e:?:- 
tremity of wo, which muft be the endlefs condition of 
e*v:eryfouL Man, on revolting from God, was banifhed 
from ail commerce with the blcffed fpirits of heaven. 
But, when a few years have taken their flight, if falva- 
tion has been accepted, the foul fliaU be as the angels of 
God, clothed with a body refulgent like the fun 5 raif. 
ed to a perfection exceeding our highefl: ’ reach, of 
thought ; all its faculties infinitely furpafling in excel- 
lence the outward beauty, with which it is arrayed. 
Now, as we always eftimate the grandeur of a perfon, 
from the exalted flation he is born to bear, and thepof- 
leflions he fliali one day call his own^ how amazingly 
great muft the worth of the fouLbe; fince, uniefs 
ruined by incorrigible contempt of God, it fhall inher- 
it the riches of eternity, minifter before his throne, and 
drink of rivers • of pleafares, which are at his right hand, - 
forever more. « - 

On the other hand, the feripture account of their 
miferies, who perilh, as flrongly proves the fame truth, 
though it be diftreflmg to confider their cafe. For if 
the foul be not admitted, through the Savior’s medi- 
ation, into heaven, Q:fad alternative I its doom, (lil^ 
a fentence pronounced on offenders, whofe high dif- 
tindHon fbrvcs only ta inflame their guilt) ftrikes us 
with horror. It muft^ indeed, be banifhed to an' in con- 
ceivable diftance from God, and feparated by an un- 
palfable gulf. It muft have him for the avenger of all 
its crimes, in comparifon of whofe ftrength, all created 
might IS weaker than the new born babe. That arm is 
to be ftretched out againfl: it, which ftioots the planets 
in their rounds, and taketli up the ifles as a very little 
thing. The foul which perifhes, is to fuffer punifhment 
the fime in kind with the avowed enemy of the bleff- 
cd God, whofe only aim, fmee' his fall from heaven, has 
been to undermine and oppofe Chrift’s kingdom ; who 
has already fcduced fouls without number, and will go 
on in enmity againft his maker, till eternal vengeance 
falls on his head. 1 hough not in equal torment, yet 
in the fame hell with this execrable being, the foul whicl^ 
perifhes mull endure the wrath to come. 
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Whether you regard, therefore, the felicity or ruin, 
one of which, in a few fleeting y-ears, the foul muft 
fed ; you will find it hard to determine, which of the 
two mofl: loudly declares its grandeur. 

Thefe evidences, obvious in the fcripture page, de- 
monftrate, that the pooreft beggar poflefles a dignity 
in his own perfon, greater above expreflion, than all 
the world can give him. The foul •withiny by which he 
thinks, and feafons, and acts, furpafles in worth, all the 
eye ever fawr, or the fancy ever formed. ' Before one 
fuch immortal being, the magnificence even of the 
natural world is diminutive, becaufe tranfient. All 
thefe things wax old, as doth a garment, and all the 
works of nature Ihafl be burnt up ; but the years of 
the foul, in happinefs or wo, like its Maker, remain 
.unchangeable. 

From confidering, with due attention, thefe proofs 
of the excellent worth of the foul, you will underftand 
the ground of that aftonilhing aflertion, from 'the 
mouth of Chirft, that in Heaven, the feat of glory, and 
among angels, whofe thought can never floop to any 
thing low. There is joy dh^er one Jinner that repenteth. 
You will underftand why the Ford. God Almighty 
gives fuch folemn warnings, fuch prelling calls, liich 
affe(ftionate entreaties to finful men, to bring them to 
feel a juft concern for themfelves. Thefe things bear 
exaff proportion to the worth of an immortal foul. 
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.The Knowledge of the Soul’s excellent WorthV 

i NECESSARY TO PERFORM CHRISTIAN OBEDIENCE. - 

Naturally we purfue with gree- 
dinefs, the gratifications of fenfe and the things of 
time. When we enter on the ftage of life, the amufe- 
ments of folly and the pleafures of fin captivate us asr 
the chief, if not only fourccs of delight. Hence youth 
are very fliy of religion, notwithftanding its rich 
promifes of prefent peace and joy, and of eternal life, 
in the world to come. They regard it as a malevo- 
lent foe to their pleafures. But foon as they perceive 
the excellent worth of their fouls, they fupremely val- 
ue and earneftly purfue things unfeen and eternal. 
Thus informed, every prejudice againfi: religion ceafes, 
and the language even of youthful hearts is this. 

‘‘ The bloom of my days and the vigor of my life 
^ fliall be directed to my beft, my everlafliag interefl. A 
clear abiding convidion of my foul’s immortal nature, 
has delivered me from llftening to the flattering folici- 
tation of my lulls, and broken the magic force of their 
cruel enchantments.” 

Through the feveral fucceeding ftages in life, no lefs 
than in youth, this knowledge is equally needful. No- 
thing lefs can, with certainty, be depended on, to pre- 
ferye men inviolably honefl amidft the temptations 
which abound in trade, and in every profieflion. For 
the cofFee houfe, the ^change, theuniverfity, with every 
circle of company, pour out infedious difeourfe, and 
by perpetual praife of wealth, inflame us with defires 
after it. Hence fpring deceit and roguery, the difeafes 
of trade, which ruin thoufands. They are engender- 
ed by rage after money, as the chief good of men. Thig 
wide Ipread evil nothing can control, but a full perfua- 
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iion of the fouFs ineftimable worth. Eftablifh this im- 
mediately every falfe defilipg idea ofgain and worldly 
profperity, appears in its folly and deformity; Trade 
will tlien be" carried on with temperance of affeftion ; 
an enlightened confcience, like a vigilant centinel, will 
found an alarm in every hour of danger, and enablcthc 
man of bufmefs to conquer what led him captive be- 
fore. For to all that would lead him to tranfgrefs, he 
will naturally 7iow fay, as he feels ; What is a man projiu 
edy if he jhall gain the whole worlds a7id lofe his owrz 
foul ? And what Jhall a man give in exchange for his foul f 
Further, the ground of real prayer and fuccefs in it, 
entirely depends on knowledge cf the foul’s worth; 
Hypocrify,in addreffes from one man to another, is de- 
I teftable ; how much more in confellions or petitions be- 

{ fore God? Yet prayer can be no better than hypocri- 

fy, till the fupplicant feels the worth of his immortal 
ibirit. Wrath revealed againft /in, deliverance from 
its dominion and defilement, fupplies of grace and fpir- 
Itual confolation, are empty founds, till the falvation 
of ther foul IS our grand concern. For, in the nature 
of things, there can be no cries to God from the heart 
in prayer, where we apprehend no great mifery, if we 
fail ; nor hope for any confiderablc advantage, though 
crowned with fuccefs. We may, indeed, perfonate in 
a clofet, or at church, a man in earneil feeking after 
God, by conftantly ufing the prayers, one of that char- 
after would pour out before him, with the hobleft 
fenfibility. But, till we are deeply confeious of the 
foul’s worth we a6l a part on our knees in fecret, or at 
church, as much as players do upon the ftage. We 
appear at certain times, in a charafter no more ouf 
owm, than what they alTume on the theatre, is theirs. 
Hence multitudes conftantly engaged in afts of devo- 
tion, remaingrofsly ignorant, and utterly unaftefted by 
every thing they profefs to believe, and day by day 
feem to implore. Their confellions are deceitful, their 
prayers heartlefs, and their thankfgiving without grat- 
itude. They are rediculous to men of fenfe, the tri- 
umph of the profaije, and an offence continually in the 
fidit of God ; For be muft receive fervices juft as they 
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are, and where nothing but outward homage and fiile 
words are offered up to him, nothing can be obtained. 

Sin is not pardoned, nor one evil temper fubdued. All 
the fruit of fuch feigned intercourie with God, is to 
.hatter lelf-loye, and harden men in preiumption, till 
.their hypocrify be, at once fully difcovered, and pun- 
ilhed as it defervesi 

On the .contrary, deep confcioufnefs of your foul’s 
worthj, will qualify you for every adl of devotion. 

Godly forfow for fin will attend confeffion of it, when 
lamented as an, enemy to your iminortal intereft. 

With ardor and importunity you will implore grace 
and pardon, when their value is felt as infeparably con^ 
neded with eternal life. Moft hearty and lively will 
be your thank%iving for fpiritual mercies, when they 
are knowm to be abfolutely necelTary to prepare the 
foul for everlafting felicity, and fave it from endlefs 
torments. . . 

It follows, therefore, that ip the fame degree as we 
.ought, to value a prefervative from iniquity, and the 
only ppflible incitement to ufe aright the iblemn afls 
of devotion, to which we are called, the worth of the 
foul muft be acknowledged, fince, from this acknowd- 
edgement alone, both muft fpring. 

, . j 
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CHAPTER III; 



On Carefulness to save the Soul. 



fupreme wifdom of laboring, in 
the firft place to fave the foul, will beft appear from 
comparing this object wath thofe of chief value amongft 
men. Tfiefe are beauty, honor, knowledge and wealth* 
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The lovely form, which fo eafily' captivates the heart 
of man, and fills the mind which owns it with felf-ex- | 
alting thoughts-, little deferves the idolatrous regard it | 
receives. No power on earth can enfure it from the | 
wafte of time, from the blaft of difeafe, or the untime- j 
fy ftroke of death*^ The place of honor, or the en- | 
chantments of popular applaufe, are of little worth, be- I 
Vraufe fubject to all the caprice of fickle-minded men. | 
How many, once the favorites of their king, the idols I 
of a nation, have lived to fee their envied honors with- I 
er round thena, and their name fink into oblivion, if I 
not contempt. Ainbition for literary fame, and ac- I 
quifition of knowledge^ is no lefs liable to utter difap- 
pointment." In one fatal hour, a fever or paralytic 
ftroke may difofdcr your brain, or wipe away from 
your rhem'ory the very traces of all the treafurc, fo 
carefully committed to its keeping. Thus, may you 
be left a fad furvivor of yourfelf •, a mortifying fpec- 
tacle to human pride ; a melancholy irrefiftible proof 
hoiv eafily men may fate the attainment even of knowl- 
edge in arts and fciences, higher than it deferves. 

If your great aim in life be to command all external 
advantages, which can minifter to vanity or plea- 
fure, your puriuit is not only low and defpicable, but 
your enjoyment precarious to thelaft degree. Life it- 
felf, the foundation, of your joys, is but a vapor, that 
foon vanifties away. Every day we fee fome oppulent 
fons of induftry rooted out of their dwellings, and coni- 
mandcd away into a world where, not a mite of all their 
gain can follow them. 

But fuppofe your affeclions more laudably engrolTed 
by love of your offspHng, whom to neglect, would be 
worfe than brutifh^ — yet here you may much exceed all 
reafonable bounds, and only prepare for yourfelf infuf- 
ferable anguifti. You are utterly impotent to prefer vc 
from fief ce difeafe or violent death, the beloved image 
of your own perfon. When out of your fight, or at a 
diftance, you may, like Sifefa’s fond mother, chide its 
delay, and be afking (prompted by impatient love) why 
is my fon, or daughter fo long ii^ coming ? when the 
alliwife God has been pleafed to take away the defire 
of your eyes with a ftroke. 
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Thus it appears, from a juft furvey of every objecl: to 
which men can give themfelves up, how vain it is, 
when weighed in the balance with a fupreme concern, 
for the falvation of the foul. Whatever you can pur- 
fue, this excepted, a very degrading circumftance nec- 
eflaruy attends it ; it can be no better than an annuity 
for life, the value of which each fucceedino^ year oreat^ 
ly diminifhes, and at the hour pfdeath, the whole^muft 
end for ever. 

On the contrary, if you m*e only folicitous to fave 
your foul, the unexpedlcd diafters, inevitable difap- 
pointments, and hidden death, which fcourge and har- 
rafs the children of this world, will be aliening proofs 
ot the wiidom, and unrivalled excellency of your 
choice, ^ The lhame, grief and rage, fo frequent amongft 
difappointed men, will proclaim you blelTed, who, feel- 
ing the worth of your foul, feek its eternal welfare by 
a conftant inter courfe with its Creator, Redeemer and 
Sanctiiiei, ^ Ihen you may fet at defiance the army of 
evils, ft) terrible to all who have their portion here. "That 
"■rmy may call forth and try your faith and patience, 
but hurt your foul it cannot. In every poilible cir- 
cumftance, the wife choice you have made, will at once 
cover you as armor, and fill you with a hope full of 
immortality. Arc you poor and defpifed for being 
ft) ? ^You have examples and profpeefs before you, more 
than fuiiicient to beai up your Ipirits. \ou fee your 
o\\ n caiC, in the infallible liiftory of the faints of God, 
wlio were deftitute and aifticled, and in that wonder- 
ful contraft of meannefs and grandeur, extreme pov- 
erty and imnicnfc wealth of foul — the dying Lazarus, 

ith giadncls of hcait you will confefs the deepeft 
diftrefs, and the fureft title to glory, may for a fmall 
niomeni., unite in the fiime perion. In every caie where 
ftjpieiiie attention to tne IcuFs good has taken place 
and been manifeft in faith and love, poverty however 
exticme ; afflictions, however long continued, muft: 

add both to the weight and brightnefs of your eternal 
crown. 

In ficknefs aifo, the fupreme wiftlom of caring above^ 
all things for the ftn;l, fliines out with great 
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nefs. For though health be effential to fenfitive happi - 
nefs, and pining difeafe leaves no enjoyments to the 
proud and unbelieving ; yetf, in this cafe, all who have 
fought after the falvation of their foul, in God*s own 
appointed way, find fources of confolation fufficient to 
preferve them from vnld impatience, or miferable de- 
jedion of mind. Infpired with lively edif^dng meek- 
nefs of fpirit, they receive the chailifement of their 
heavenly Father, e&cluaUy to purge away ftill more 
of the drofs which cleaves to their fouls. Their fpirit- 
ual welfare (more prized than health, ftrength, or nat- 
ural life) reconciles them to corredion, fo fupremely 
ufeftil to it. The whole man mifcrably fufters in time 
of ficknefs and pain, when the foul has been defpifed ; 
when valued and inftruded in divine truth, the inferi- 
or part alone feels the preffure. 

To advance a ftep farther : Death the detedor of all 
cheats, and touchftone of true worth, will conhrm 
the excellency of your condud, in caring above all 
things, for your foul. On the bed of death, the gay, 
the profpdous, and the noble, who have lived in plea- 
fure upon earth, hang down their heads. Diftrefling 
indeed is their fituation ; fo unprepared for their 
change *, the lofs of all their delights is come upon 
them' ; their dihblutiQn can promife them nothing, if it 
forebode not evil infupportable. To ChriftianS, who 
have fek the worth of their fouls, every thing about 
them wears another afped. Muft tliey leave this world ? 
It has been already long ago renounced. Muft they 
part with all temporal benefits for ever r How placid 
the fur render, when the riches of eternity are theirs ? 
No repining, no ftriving to get a reprieve from the 
fentence of death, which has been habitually expeded 
to tranflate their fouls to everlafting reft. 

In fad, abundant proofs have been given in their laft 
hours (when mortal difeafe left reafon unimpaired) by 
all who have been duly careful to lave their fouls, of 
their excellent choice. 'Thofe ftrong lines of Dr. 
Young’s, juftiy deferibe the happy few, ' whofe fou/s^ 
have been more precious to them than every earthly 
obied. 
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The chamber where the Chiiflian mehs his fate, 

Is privileg’d beyond the common walk 
Of virtuous life, quite in the verge of heaven : 

Ood waits not the laft moment •/ no, he owns his friends, 

On this fidoi death, and points them out to men, 

A ’e(5ture filcnt, but of fovereijjn power. ‘ ' ' ' 

Thefe feveral great advantages arifing from fupreme 
care for the foul, are ftiil more valuable, becaufe in ho 
inftance uncertain. You may brave the thickeft dan- 
gers of war, and deferve its richeft rewards j yet faU 
an early yidim in the bloody vhght, or after it, have 
your fervices forgotten. You may burn witA unex- 
tinguifhable ardor to hand high in the rank o/- fcliol- 
ars, and ruin your health by excefiive fludy, yet die 
mortified at the littlenefs of your reputation. Your 
labor to fucceed in trade may be inceflant, yet through 
a thoufand circumftanccs out of ycur power, difap- 
pointment may nacet you at every turn, and poveriy 
be your lot. The favor of patrons, friends and relations, 
may be afliduoufly courted, and appear promiling as 
you could wifh ; yet you may be bafely fupplanted, and 
others receiving the benefits you were in idea grafpipg ; 
the very name of patrons, friends and relations may 
be bitter to your remembrance. The world everyday 
exhibits inftances of difappointment in each of tho 
cafes above deferibed. But, if you have louglit the 
falvation of your foul, through faith in Chrih, which 
works by love, you hand exalted above every change 
incident to the things of time. You have to do with 
God only as your chief good, in whom is no variable- 
nefs, neither fiiadow of turning. You mav be rich, 
therefore, or poor, high or low in your ftation, beloved 
or flighted by friends, patrons, or relations ; you may 
enjoy health or be oppreffid with mortaWifeafe ; whilft 
in each ftate, fhouid you afk what method you could 
have befl taken for your own peace, cemfort and felic- 
ity ? Reafon, cqnfcience, expeiience and Icripture, will 
unanimoufly reply tq your queftion , the very me- 
thod you have, that of caring for your feui above all 
things. Like a prudent fa(Tor, in a diflant land, who, 
inflead ^ of laviihing his gain in voluptuoufnefs, yearly 
remits it home, that after all dangers and toils, he mv^y 
enjoy his native country with eale and honor ; fo ycu 
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will be daily growing rich and more rich. Sure, 
through death, to enter into that pure and blelTed 
world, where, amidft congratulating faints and angels, 
you fliall take poffellion of an inheritance prepared for 
your foul, incorruptible and undefiled, and tliat fadeth 
hot away, referv.ed for you. 



THANKSGIVING and PRAYER, 
fuited to the preceding Subject. 



E thank thee, O Father of the fpir- 
its of all flefh, for breathing into man a foul capable 
of receiving the knowledge of thy w^ondrous \vorks 
and infinite perfedions, and dwelling in the delightful 
view of them forever. Deliver us, we humbly befeech 
thee, from that wilful ignorance, and llupid contempt 
of our fouls, natural to all, and generally prevailing in 
every place. Refcue us, with a mighty arm, from the 
cnflaving power of this prefent evil world ; from the 
enchantment of fihful pleafure and earthly comforts, 
and anxious care for the body : left thefe things make 
us inattentive to the welfare of our immortal fouls. 
By thy power and grace, preferve us from the infec- 
tion of unreafonable and wdckecl men, who have not 
faith ; and ftom being overcome with fear of their re- 
proaches, to join in their profane negle£l of falvation. 
Wherever w e are, ftill found, O blefled God ! in our 
cars. What is a man profited if he Jhall gain the whole worlds 
and lefe his own foul f And^ what Jhall a man give in ex-z 
change for his foul ? Continually difpofe us to avoid all 
fuch things as will be hurtful, and to follow after thole 
things, which will be profitable to our falvation. 

Have companion, O God ! on the vaft multitude who 
fell their fouls for nought, and are at eafe, though on 
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the point of perifliing forever. Caufe the fcales to 
fall from their eyes. Take away from them all hard- 
nefs of heart, contempt of thy word, and cruelty to- 
wards themfelves, that their fouls may be favcd in the 
day of the Lord. We afk it for Chrift’s fake," our 
only Mediator and Redeemer, in whom we trufL 
Amen. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

The Scripture Character of God. 

« 

TL HE firft duty of a Chriftian, which- 
muft be inviolably kept, is to think of God, in full a-* 
greement with the revelation he hath given of himfelf j 
to meditate on this with diligence, humility and pray- 
er ; not daring to iudulge fallacious reafonings, left, 
forming an imaginary God, he fliould worfliip the crea- 
ture of his own brain. 

^ This abfolute fubmiftion of the underftanding to 
dmne revelation will not be thought in the leaft dif- 
hoiiorable, if it be confidered, that in our prefent 
ftate of corruption, we are utterly unable to form juft 
conceptions of God, when leaving the guidance of 
fcripture, we put ourfelves in the condition of unen- 
lightened heathens. Their errors on this moft impor- 
tant fubje<ft, as univerfal as they were lamentable, deci- 
lively prove the weaknefs of human underftanding, and 
the grofs ignorance in man, of God his Maker. I fiiall, 
therefore, lay before you, what the fcripture teaches 
on this fundamental article of belief ; and in abfolute 
fubmiftion to it, delineate the character of the blefted 
God as he himfelf hath drawn it j that knowing the 
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divine nature, may pay, unto him the h(>i)Or dilf! 
unto his name j and underilanding his adorable exceL 
lency, may cry out. Gnat and marvellous are thy ixsorU^ 
■Lord" God Almighty ; juft and true are thy u'ays^ Thou 
Kim,' of Saints J l'\ho.Jhall not fear thee<^ 0 fordid and gk^ 

rify tb\' name ? . . ' r 

*^The lcripture teaches us the eternal exiftence of God. 

All other beings once were not j and the lame power 
which gave thela life, could reduce them to their origin- 
al nodting. He, On the contrary from all eternity, ih 
elTence felicity and perfe^ion, has been what he now is, 
and will rem.ain eternally. The .things which are feeri 
compel us to acknowledge this incomprehcnfible truth. 
And agreeing with this proof, is his own declaration i 
/ am that 1 am ; the high and lofty One^ that inhabiteth 
eternity: 

Nearly allied to the eternal exiftence is the immu- 
tability of God. His purpofes and decrees, his love 
and hatred, remain the lame toward their refpeCtive 
objects. I am the L,ord<y 1 change not. In him there is no va- 
riablcnefs’^ vciiher ftadow of turnmg. God is called a 
rock, to teach us, that as this continues immoveable, 
whiKt the flirrounding ocean is in perpetual fluctua- 
tion, fo whilil the whole creation is cliangcable. capable 
of new additions with refped to their knowledge, pow- 
er, or degrees of felicity, God alone is abfolutely the 
lame, vefterday, to-day, and for ever. 

God is a fpirit, i. e. poflefles, in the higheft poflible de- 
gree, iinderftanding, will, conlcioufnefsj and activity * 
In theie properties every fpirit Hands exalted above 
matter, and is diitinguiflied from it. But though 
this dilFerence be fufficient to help our weak concep- 
tions to feparate between matter and fpirit, as objects 
of a totally different nature ; yet feripture teaches us, 
that God furpafles in excellence all created fpirits, in- 
finitely more than they do the material creation. For 
w^c are to conceive of him, not only as a living, intelli- 
gent, a£five being, effentially diftin^f from all the bod- 
ies our eyes behold, but as pofl'efling perfeftions, which 
belong to no fpirit he has formed ; and infinitely diflant 
from every imperfedion adhering to them* Such as 
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their exifteilce within certain limitt, their ignorance 
in niimberlefs inftances, and their defeciis in excellen- 
cy ; whilft the' Father of the fpirits of all flefli is om: 
niprefent, infinite in knowledge^ Wifdom, power, and 
^ery perfection. The univerfe, v/hich entirely owes 
its exiftence to his creating power, is not only govern- 
ed, ' but inceffantly fuftained by him 5 and the whole 
immeafurable frame pervaded by his all enlivening ih- 
flu^ce. ^ Do not I Jill heaven arid earth ? Saith the Lord, 
This divine perfedion is deferibed vdth equal fubliihi- 
tyand force in the feriptufe. Pf. cxxix: Whither 
/hall I go from thyfpirit, or whither Jh'all I flee from thy 
piefence. If I afeend up into heaven^ (the regions above 
the firmanieht) thou art there ; I IHould find myfelf 
not only within the limits Of thy fovereign dominion, 
but under thy immediate infpedion. If I make my bed' 
in hell, plunging into the unknown mahitoiis of the 
dead, and the invifible world, where even imagination 
lofes_ itfelf, behold I thou art there. If, with the fwift* 
liefs of the fun’s rifing ray, I could convey myfelf to 
the utter moft part of the weftefn world, even, there 
flail thy hand lead me, and thy right hand Jhatl hold mei 
In thee I fhall exift, thy prefence Ihall furround me r 
thy enlivening power Ihall lupport my ff airie. If I fay^ 
furely the darknefs flmll cover me ; even the night Jhall be 
light about me ; yea, the darknefs hideth not front thee, but 
the nighl Jhineth as the day, the darknefs and light are ' 
both alike to thee. , 

The feripture having thus Tordbly 'defcHbbd the pf^ 
cnee of God, with all things adually exifting, exalts ' 
his glofy frill higher, by teaching iis that his immehfi- 
ty reaches beyond the bounds of the crHtion.' We are 
commanded to fay, with holy admifatioii, to the God 
of our lives, Behold ! the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee. 1 Kings, viii. 

This ■ omniprefent God is Almighty. Every created ' 
agent can only fafliion his work from materials alr^dy 
prepared, which he cannot makd The glorious God 
commands things into’ bring; He is not . beholden to 
flatter, for its exifrehce as’ of ' fervice to him in the 
•ormation of the world, for had this been lelf-exiftent* 
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it Riuft have been immutable too. On the contrary, 
all things, whether material or fpiritual, flood up be* 
fore the mighty God at his call, and were created at 
his pieafure. The heavens^ and all the hoji of them^ the 
earthy and all things which are therein^ are the work oj 
his hands; by the word of the Lord ^vere the heavens made^ 
and all the hod of them^ by the breath of his mouth. I 
the Lord have made the earthy and created men upon it. 

/ have Jlretched out the heavens^ and all their hoJi have I 
commanded. 

The fame almighty power of God, to which the 
’tvhole creation owes its birth, is manifefted by the dif- 
pofition and prefer vation of the world, in order and 
iiaimohy. He water eth the earthy and blejfcth the in* 
ctrafe of it. He covereth the heavens with clouds^ and 
frebareth rain for the earth. He giveth flow like wooC 
andfeattereth the hoar froji like ajhes. He divideth the 
tea zvith his power ^ and lay eth up the depths in dorc-houfes / 
''jtrc' and hail ^ form and tempeji fulfil his word. 

The fteady courfe of nature, which profane men con- I 
fider as the effect of neccffity is the unerring agency of 
Ills almighty power. It is he alone, iwho makes the day 
fprbig know its place and fir etches out the jhadow of the 
''evening. He cojnmmds~ the funto ^(hineby day^ and the 
moon by night ; he prepares a place for the rainy and a zvay 
for the lightning and thunder. He maketh the herbs fio 
''^ow upon the earth. The hand of the Lord doth, all thefe 

things. 

^ The feripture teaches us to conceive what is the in- 

finite power of God, by declaring, that in a moment 
he can diflblve the whole frame of nature. Human 
force muff labor hard to demolifh what cofl it fevere 
toil to ered ; but with greater cafe than we can utter a 
word, the moft high changes the face of the creation, 
and deflroys what feemed to be of endlcfs duration. 
He removeth the mountainsy and they know it not ; he 
Qverturneth them in his anger. He commandeth the fun y 
and it rifeth ncty and fealeth up the fiars. He fhaketh the 
earth oict of its place y and the pillars thereof tremble. The 
piMars of heaven tremble y and are afionified at his reproof. 
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The mountains quake at him., and the. hills meh, and 'the 
earth is burnt at his prefence, ' 

But in the 3.ttnbute of irreliflible power, coiifidetc*ii 
by. itfelf, there is no lovelinefs. To contemplate it 
with pleafure as the object of adoration and trufl^ we 
muft behold it in union \^nth other perfections, In. 
fuch union it fiibfifts in CJod. For his ivnewiedg’e 
and wifdom are equal to his power. More clearly does 
he comprehend his ow'n eternity, than we our tempo- 
rary exiftence ; more perfectly iiis own iin^icnfity. 
than we our limited condition of being ; more certain- 
ly his own extent of wifdom and po^\'er,’tkan we the 
thoughts which pafs through our minds. ' IHs tindci^ 
ilanding, therefore, is properly faid to be irifinitc. 

But if he knows himfelf, he mull know rJlo the 
\vork of his own hands ; for tlie meaneft artifice:*, 
though imperfetdy acquainted with the nature of the 
materials he works on, knows every cftect depending 
on his own voluntary operation. Since, therefore, from 
the greateft to the leaf!. In heaven or earth, tli.c liand 
of God has formed, and his providence prefer^es them 
all, the whole muft be thoroughly* knovot to Iiini ; and" 
wherever his power v'orks, his undeiTtanding mull 
difc:ein. Ihe vaft fabric, therefore, of the univerfe, 
all its laws and furniture, with every* event fx*om frfe 
^o lafl, are known unto him. ^Ihe countlefs hoils of 
unlefs angels, and the world of apoftatc ones ; the Jong 
pi ogeny of mankin d, with all the dclign/s, dehres, and 
thoughts which have been in tiie mind of each indi-. 
viduaJ, and all the w*ords wliich liave ever ficd. if oirr 
their lips, fah under his notice. Willi infallihie com- 
prehenfion, he kno^vs all the active principles of tlic 
spirits he has formed, how they^^ will be moved by’^ tlie 
prefence of every objeef wliidi can come before them ; 
how they will ac^ upon every* temptation that can trs* 
them, and in every circumfrance in which they am l:.e 
placed, rhefe ideas of the ]>ieficd God, Jtis oyvii ora- 
cles command us to conceive. 'I he was s of 111 an a 7' c be- 
fore the Lord^ and he pondercih ail hYs ^oi.Kgs, The eyes, 
ef the Lord are in cvc7y place. He locketh to the ends of' 
the earthward feet h u?'der the wbeie hcacccn. The Lond 
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fearcbeth all hearts^ and J^yderjlan^ imaginations ^ 

of the thoughts. ' He knoweth ih^ things that came into pur | 
niind^ eypry one of them. 41 ^' things are ^naked and open | 
unto thf eyes of hinhwith whom . we have to do. I 

Joined with, this abfbliite' peidedionof l^owledge | 
in GQdjiswHdoiri, orthebeft exercife ai^ mprove- | 
jnent of knowledge. In wiiHom he %)erintend5 and | 
adjufts allj)arts of the uniyerfe^ fb that whatey^ chan- [ 
ges any or them undergo, their u&j^lnefs and connec- | 
tion with each pther are piformly prdyrved. Heac- 
complifties his purpofes, through means tp human ap- 
prehenfion moft unlikely. He founds the higheft 
manifeftaticn of his glory o^ what depraved men dcr 
fpife and deride, and in the glaring weasels of his a- 
gents difplay s the excellency of his own power. He in- 
tangles the rulers of darknefs. in their own net ; and 
by their own ftratagems ruins ^ their labours deiigns. 
The grateft cruelty of Satan and his ihftruments, he 
makes fubfcrvlent to a feheme of eternal mercy, and 
over-rules the apoftacy of Adam to difplay his mani- 
fold wifdcfn to men and angels. For be has ejiablijhed 
the world in wifdom^ and JlreUhed out the heavens by bh. 
diferetion. He is wonderful in counfel, and excelle?it in 
working. The footijhnefs of God is wifer than men^ and 
the weaknefs of God is Jirongen than men. He difappoinU 
eth the devices of the crafty^fo that they cannot perform 
iheir enterprises. His counfeh fiand for ever^ and the 
thought's of his heart from generation to generatmi. 

‘ The feveral perfeftions of God, which have been 
placed before you, are called, by way of diftinaion, his 
natural perfeaions. The more we confider them, the 
higher mufl: our admiration and our aftonifhment rife. 
For who can meditate on eternity, pmniprefence, 
omnifcience, almighty power, and infinite wifdom, 
without feeling they are fubjeas too big for any created 
underftanding to take in ? But his moral perfoaions we 
can comprehend with great dearnefs. And it is ii 
poffeifing thefe in union with his natural ^ that God 
claims all pollible reverence, fear, love, truft, and o-^ 
bedience. On thefe perfetlions we fliall threat in the 
text chapter. 
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C H A P T E R V. 

TjJE.Sc&iyTTOE CHiiRACTER CR GoD. 

The firft of God’s moral perfedioiis^ 
wfiich \ve conifider, is his goodnefs* By this we 
jnean the exercife of his ^mighty power in freely com- 
municating exceilenQy and happincls to his creaturesj 
as feemeth right to his own infinite underftanding. 
The Lord is good unto ally and his tender mercies are over 
dll his ivorks» He openeth his handy ■and^j'utisjieth every 
living thing. He is the father of merciesy and the God of 
^ll cotfolationy^ the earth is full of the goodnefs of the Lord, 
So ftrong in its propenfity is his goodnefs, and fo 
wide in its extent, as to blefs even rebels againft his 
government, and enemies to his truth. He caufeth his 
fun to fkinCy and his rain to fall on the, evil and on the goody 
on the juft and on the unjift. He endures y with much km 
fufferingy the vejfels' of wrath fitted for deftriiBion, He 
encourages, he commands them to return to him. LB 
the wicked forfake his wayy and the unrighteous man his 
iboughtsy and let him return wito the Lordy and he will 
have mercy upon hiniy and to our Gody for he will ahwu 
dantly pardon. Gome ?ioWy and let us I'eafon together 
though your finsybe asfcarlety they fhall be white as fncw ; 
though they be red like crimfony they Jhail be as wool, Teft 
ttefe aifeverations Ihoiild not entirely remove evei*y 
fufpicion of God’s willingnefs to pardon the moft en- 
ormous offenders, upon their application to him ; be* 
caufe he could fwear by no greater, he fwears by him- 
ielf, U^s I livey faith the Lordy I have no pleafure in the 
death of him that dietby wherefore turtiy and live ye. And 
that all who Ihould ever hear his word might belie\re 
his glorious goodnefe thus large, he paffed before Mo- 
fes, and proclauncd. The Lordy the Lord Godyincrciful and 
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gracious^ long fufering^ abundant in goodncfs and truths 
keeping mercy for thoufandcy forgiving iniquity., irarifgrcf 
fton^ and fin. 

But tQ prevent fuch divine goodnefs from being to- 
tally mifconftrued into a prefumption, that where par- 
don is fo freely offered to the worft of men, on their 
return to" God, there cannot be in' his nature, an ev- 
crlafting abhorrence of evil ; to prevent this fatal er- 
ror, the feripture is full and peremptory in reprefent- 
ing the hoUnefs of God,' that efferitial difpofition of his 
aJl per fed mind, which is infinitely oppofite to all evil. 
For as his power excludes every idea of weaknefs in 
him, and his wifdom and knowledge, the poflibility of 
miftake or ignorance ; fo his holinefs is oppofed to 
all moral imperfedion or fin, and is to be confidered 
not as a fingle attribute only, but as the harmony of 
them all, the beauty of the Lord. Since nothing could 
be mentioned to the, honor of God without holinefs. 
Separate from this, all other excellencies of the divine 
nature would be inglorious. His wifdom would de- 
ferve no better name than that of fubtilty, nor his pow- 
er than that of dreadful. Wherefore thofe exalted 
fpirits, who know beft tlte glories of the divine nature, 
make heaven refound with their celebration of this at- 
tribute, jhVy, holy^ holy is the Lord of Ho/ls, Such a 
peculiar regard we find paid to it by the bleffed God , 
that in confirmation of the promifes of the everlafHng 
covenant, he ^ith, once have I f worn by my hoUrt£fs that 
7 will not lie unto David^ Pf. Ixxxix, 

Infeparablc from the holinefs of God, is the condn- 
ual notice he takes of the behavior of each individual 
refpeding himfelf and his law. On this part of his 
charader, the necefiity of our abfolute fubjedion to 
him depends. For was God either ignorant of what 
men do, or judged it infignificant, vre fliould have no 
more caufe to retain an awe of him upon our minds, 
than if we were atheifts. Since it is not the exrficnce 
of God, but his moral government of the world, which 
calls for our love, efteem, trail and obedience. To 
take away, therefore, all ground of fufpeding the leaft 
want of attention in ou.r Creator to our deportment, 
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and the tempers of our heart, arifing from Ills owu 
glorious majefty and our meannefs ; to root out this 
pernicious opinion, which defirc of finning with impu- 
nity leads us all to cherifh, the blclfed God teaches us 
that he takes exact cognizance of all we do, fpeak, 
think, defire, and delign, determined to judge us ac- 
cordingly. His eyes behold^ and his eyelids try the chil- 
dren of men. The Lord is a God of knozHedge ; by him 
ablions arc weighed, 7, the Lord fearch the heart,, I try 
the reins, even to give to every man according to his zvays, 
f and according to the fruit of his doings, Jen xvii. 10. 

I And left a condufion fliould be drawn from the 
t troubles and afflidions of the righteous, that God is not 
a revvarder or them who dilligently feek him : or from' 
I; the profperity of the wicked, that'hc will not punifh 
evil-doers, the frripture entirdy removes all fbunda- 
j tion for fuch a tlmught^ by declaring that God hath 
appointed a day, in which he will judge the world in 
righteoulhefs and the people by his truth, fo that every 
man may receive the. things done in his body, whether 
they be good or bad. 

Not that the end of time, and the day of judgment, 
is the only period when God makes a difference bel 
tween thofe who ferve him and thofe who ferve him 
not. He reprefents himfelf, in the ilrongcit terms, as a 
God, continmaiy exercifmg diftingiiihimg love to his 
faithful people, whilft he i.s infupportably terrible to his 
enemies. Not content with giving to the former, ex- 
prefs affurances of prefent protedion, and of falvation in 
the eternal world, he declares, that he maintains with 
them a cohftant intercourie of friendrhip, making fuch 
difeoveries to them of his nature, truth, and tender 
love for their fouls, as the ungodly will not believe is 
poffible. 1 hat in every feafon of extraordinary temp- 
’ tation, he fecretly endues their fouls with much 
ftrength, and gives them power to come out of the 
field of battle more than conoucrors. A large part of 
feripture is taken up in reprelenting this matter, from 
whence we ihall feled a few paffages. The eyes of ihr 
Lord are upon the righteous, and his car is opeji to their cry, 
Thejicps of a gesd man ars ordered by the Lord, and he 
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delighteth in his way-; thmgb' hefall^ he Jhall not be uiisr'-- 
ly-cajl-d&ivn'^for the Lord uph'oldeth him with' his hand : 
for the Lord loveth judgment^ and forfaketh net his fcthits^ 
they are preferved for ever^ The Lord is a light and de'^ 
fence, . He zviil give grace and glory, and no good thing will 
he %vithold from them that lead a godly life* The fecret of 
the Lord, is with them that fear hivii and he will Jhew 
them his covenant. The Lordfiteth above the water foods'; 
the -Lord remdineth d king for ever. The Lord will give 
flrengih unto his people ; the Lord will give his people thf 
blejjing of peace. Ho weapon that is formed againd thee 
(hall proffer, and- every tongue that rifeth dgainfi thee - in 
iudgment, thou Jhalt condefim. This is the heritage of the 
' fervants of the Lord, and their vighteoufnefs is cf me, faith 

the Lord. , . ^ ^ - 

The fubftaiice of all thefe ineftlihable promifes liiade' 
to believers in all ages, is emphatically confirmed afrefh' 
in the NeW'Teftament. If any man love me, faith Chrijl; 
he will keep my commandments, and I and the Father will 
love him, and will conle unto him, and wake otif abode- with 
him. The certain enjoyment of fuch a peculiar manii 
feftation of God’s love," St. Paul urges as a fufficierit ar- 
gument to engage men, for the fafc of Chrift, to re- 
nounce the relit^ion of their father’s hoiife, and bid dc- 
finance to a world of idolator^ iii arms agaiiift' them; 
Wherefore come cut from among them, and be ye feparate 
and touch not the unclean 'thing (what is- offered to idols) 
and I will receive you, and be a Father to you, and ye'fhall 
be myfons and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty, 

Weigh well thefe pafiages of holy writ, and yoii 
will lee in a ftrong light, how much the high and lo% 
one, who inhabiteth eternity, regards the conducT ‘ of ' 
his rcafonable creatures; to whom he fends his truth ; . 
fince, in every inftance, without refped of perfoiis, he 
is not aflVamed to call himfelf the friend, the father, and 
the exceeding great reward of the faithful in Chrift ’Je- 
fus. He does not think it beneath his infinite majefty 
to engage his wrord and oath, that he will never leave 
themj'^nor forfake them ; but will, after conducing 
them with fafety and honor through this life, call them 
up into his immediate prefence and gloiy% 
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On the other hand, we have demonftration, that it is 
cffential to his nature to punifh infupportably, all ene- 
mies to his goverment, and defpifers of his truth, dy- 
ing in their fins. Hear the revelation of the wrath 
from heaven, againft obftinare oppofers of his authority; 
and doubt, if you can, whether he is concerned to 
maintain his own caufe. 

The Lord your God, is God of Gods^and Lord of Lords^ 
a great God^ a mighty and terrible^ which regardeth not per^ 
fons^nor taketh rewards » If 1 whet my glittering fword, 
and my hand lay hold on judgment^ 1 will tender ^vengeance 
to my enemies j and will reward them that hate me. T will 
I make my arrows drunk with blood. The adverfaries of the 
I Lord fhall be broken to pieces^ out of heaven fhall he thuu'- 
der upon them. God is angry with the wicked every day. 
If he turn not^ he will whet his fword. He hath bent his 
bow^ and made it ready. Upon the ungodly he will rain 
flares^ fire and brimfioyie^ and a terrible tempefi-^this fhall 
be^ their portion to drink. For the righteous Lord lovetb 
righteoufnefs^ his countenance will behold the thing<hat is 
The Lord will come with fire and with his chariots^ 
like a whirlwind^ to render his anger with fury^ and his 
I rebukes with flames of fire ; for by fire and his fword will 
\ the Lord plead with all fiefh^ and the flain of the Lord 
fhall be many. And they fhall go forth and look upon the 
men who have trenfgrejed againfi me ; for their worm fhall 
not diey neither fhall their fire be quenched and they fnall be 
an abhorring unto all fiefh. 

To comment on thefe declarations, would enfeeble 
them ; and to fuppofe them figurative, in fuch a degree 
as not moft emphatically to affirm Ood^s everlaftinp* 
abhorrence of fin, and his unchangeable purpofe to caft 
into hell, all who die in their fins, is to contradift them. 
The great end for which fo many terrible reprefen ta- 
tions of God’s indignation are publifhed in his word, 
is expreffed in this fentence : Hear ye, and give ear, for 
the Lord hath fpoken, behold,! will execute judgment, 
vengeance is mine, I will repay. 

Though too many, therefore, fancy the Deity is ail 
mercy ; and for reafons refpediing the'r own cafe affciEf 
to be fhocked at the notion of a God, who will not let 
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the wicked pafs unpunilhed ; yet, he who cannot deceive, 
or be deftitute of perfed benevolence towards men, 
(fince he was made flefli, and dwelt amongft us ;) he 
confirms all the denunciations of wrath, now placed 
before you. He declares that in the laft day, all na- 
tions lhall be gathered before the throne of his glory, 
at which moll awful hour, in the hearing of the. whole 
rational creation, he will fay to all them on the left 
liand, i. e. to all incorrigible finners, Depart •pe curfed 
into everhifiing jire^ prepared for the Devil and his an^ 
gels. 

Thus his own infpired penmen reprefent the Al- 
mighty as 2ijuji God and a Savior ; overflowing in the 
riches of his grace towards his obedient children, and juft 
to thofe who defpife him, in bringing upon them all 
the curfes written in the book of the law. By this un- 
changeable difpofition to^vards both, he appears infinite- 
ly holy and reverend. 

But if the charader of God was marked out to us 
only by his own pofitive declarations, we fliould (fuch 
is our nature) be very faintly impreffed by them. To 
give his charader weight fufiicient to regulate our 
pradice, it muft be made ftill more confpicuous, by 
things already done. Fads, no more to be doubted 
from the authority which relates them, than if they 
had been done before our eyes, muft afeertain the very 
fame perfedions in God, which his word declares, he 
poflelles. Accordingly the feripture account of his man- 
ner of dealing, both with angels and men, is a demon- 
ftration level to every capacity, that he is good, merci- 
ful, and holy ; abounding in love towards his faithful 
people, but jealous to avenge his quarrel upon all bis 
enemies. 
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CHAPTER VI.. 

The Perfections of God exemplified by Facts. 



With refped to liis Goodnefs, it . 
fhlnes fourth In ail the excellencies and blifs which an- 
gels poflefs, who never left the ftate in which they were 
formed, and in man, as he flood in his original right- 
eoufnefs.^ The fignatures of divine goodnefs were fo 
ftrongly impreffed upon him, as to excite envy in one 
who had been an angel himfelf before the throne of 
glory. Adam w^as created full of knowledge, in perftd: 
purity and happinefs, invefted with dominion over the 
whole animal creation, in the image of God. He was 
not only confcious of his power, but maintained unin- 
terrupted communion with him. In this ftate of per- 
fection Adam was made, poflefiing it for himfelf and his 
whole progeny, till his own wilful and deteftable revolt 
from his Maker, loft it all, 

^ Who can believe this account of man’s original hap- 
pinefs, recorded in the oracles of God, and not admire 
his benevolence ; Who can furvey the riches of Adam's 
original condition, compared to which, Solomon in all his 
glory, was poor, mean,, and wretched, and not cry out^, 
good and gracious is the Lord, who formed his immor- 
tal creature, man, in fuch felicity 1 Here his goodnefs 
is found, in fad, fully equal to every declaration of it 
in his word. 

And when, through envy and malice of the Devi]„ 
operating upon our firft parents, in a manner too myf- 
terious for us to comprehend, Adam revolted from' his 
Maker, requiting all his bounty with the execrable in- 
fult of believing Satan a better friend to his welfare 
than God \ though the hideous ad could not but draw 



44 ? 






44? *The TerfeBio'/is of God [^StJNDi 6. 

innumerable miferies after it, ftill in thefe circi^m- 
ftances, the goodnefs of -God fliines brighter than it did, 
even at the firft creation of man, and where fin abound- 
ed, grace does much more abound. For God is pleaf- 
ed to revive our moft criminal and defponding parents, 
with a promiie of falvation. Aftonifliing love ! with a 
promife of fending an invincible Redeemer in our flefti, 
who Ihould come, not to be adored, but defamed as 
a confederate with the Devil ; and crucified as a blaf- 
phemer, but on his crofs fliould bruife Satan’s head. 
Herein is love^ not that •we loved God^ but that he loved us^ 
and fent his Son, to be the propitiation for cur fins. Did 
God fay of his m6fi: idolatrous people. How Jhall I give 
ihee up, Ephraim ? How Jhall I deliver thee Ifrael ? My 
heart is turned within me, my repent ings are kindled togeth- 
er ^ What then mufi: be the workings of his love to- 
wards his only begotten Son, when he was delivered up 
for our offences ? When God feemed todivefi: himfelf 
of the qualities of a father , andacl towards Chrift as an 
incenfed judge’ ? Herein God commendeth his love, he places 
it in the highejh point of light, in which men or angels can 
behold it, in that whilji we were yet ftnners, Ckrijl died for us. 
Such amazing and irrefifiiible proof of his goodnefs, 
has God been pleafed to give to the children of men. 

In as palpable a manner, he has demonftrated the 
glorious holinefs of his nature. There was once, we 
read, war in Heaven — Satan and his angels rofe up in 
enmity againfl their Maker. They w^ere called fiars 
of heaven from the height and fpiendor of their Rate ; 
yet, no fooner did they fin, than they were ftripped 
bare of every honor, covered with everlafting fliame, 
plunged into a bottomlefs abyfs of woe, and an impaff- 
able gulf was fixed between them and their offended 
Creator. He fpared not the angels that finned, but caft 
them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of dark- 
nefs, to be referved unto judgment. 

This fingle fad demonftrates, the Lord our God is 
holy. For fhould a king, famed through the world 
for wifdom and mercy, command nobles neafeft his 
throne, to be loaded with fetters, and caft into dun- 
geons, refufing to look on them again with favor, or 
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hear one word in mitigation of their doom ; who 
rt^ould not conclude their offence was an infufferable 
provocation ? We muft draw the fame conclufion, when 
we read, that the only wife God, who delighteth n 
mercy, has yet, m the greatnefs of his difpleafure, caft 
down from their thrones, where his own hand had 
placed them, fo many fhining angels, and made them 
examples, fuffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 

This proof we cannot deny, without renouncing the 

I Chriftian faith. And the next I fliall produce, we can- 
not doubt, without denying the evidence of our fenfes, 
becaufe we all feel the execution of a fentence denoun- 
ced nearly fix thoufand years ago, upon the human 
race, for one offence. yThe threatening was, that Adam 
I fhould immediately fuffer fpiritual death, by lofing 
I the image of God, in which he was made ; that after 
I a life fpent in toil and forrow, his body fhould return 
i to the dull from whence it -was taken, and with natur- ' 
! al, eternal death we know w^as conned:ed, by the fub- 
fequent declaration of feripture, unlefs a Redeemer had 
been given. I’his, we have no doubt, he efcaped, 

I whilft the fentence in the two former parts of it is to 
this hour executed on us all. For what have we in the 
I place of Adames original power, but weaknefs ? What 
for his divine light and knowledge, but ignorance ? 
What in the room of his peace and communion with 
God, but natural diflike to him, and diftrefling fears 
about his intentions concerning us ? What inflead of 
Adam*s original purity, but a heart fo deceitful, andfo 
defperately wicked, that God alone can know it ? And 
in the place of an Eden contrived by infinite power and 
wifdom for happinefs, what but a world of confufioa 
and fin, a vale of mifery, a field of battle i 
If you afk, whence comes this total reverfe of cir- 
cumftances, between the firfi: in innocence, and 

his pofterity ? He who in juftice ordained it, gives us 
this awful account. By the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation— By one man^s 
difobedience, many w^ere made fin ners. Ponder thi^ 
in your heart, and you will not be able to refrain from 
crying out, Holy^ bo/y, holy is the Lord of hojls. 
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Further, the dreadful execution of his wrath, known 
in all the world, puts out of difpute the holinefs of God. 
Before the death even of all their children, who faw 
Adam an exile from Paradife, the fountains of the 
great deep are broken up, and the windows of Heaven 
opened to deftroy the whole human race then on earth, 
except eight perfons. And left this deftrudion fhould 
not be acknowledged as the a<ft of the righteous judge 
of all, in punilhing fin, hear the God of mercy, the Fa- 
ther of the fpirits of all flcfti, addrefling Noah ; And 
behold /, even 7, do bring a food of waters upon the earthy 
io deftroy all flcfl:> wherein is the breath of life from under 
heaven j and every thing that is in the earth Jhall die. 

There is ftill one fa^ more, fo ftriking a demonftra- 
tion of holinefs in God, as to eclipfe the deftrudion of 
the world by the flood ; the fall of Adam^ and the ruin 
of apoftate angels. For in each of thefe cafes, the fufler- 
ers were iirft actual rebels againft God. But if you look 
to the crofs of Chrift, there you will fee the beloved of 
the Father, higher than the angels, fet forth lo be a pro- 
pitiation for fin, through faith in his blood, to declare 
liis righteoufnefs for the remifllon of fins that are paft, 
that he might be j uft, (appear fo in the eyes of men and 
angels) and yet the juftiiier of him that believeth in 
fefus^ Rom, iii. 26. 

We have often appealed to the death of Chrift, and 
fliall hereafter, yet we hope without the charge of need- 
iefs repetition : becaufe this marvellous fad confidered 
in difierent views, aflbrds the ftrongeft proof of differ- 
ent perfedions in God. At prefent it is urged in de- 
monftration of his infinite hatred of fin. In this light, 
it may be well illuftrated by a remarkable paflage in 
facred hiftory. We read that the Moabites^ 2 Kings,, ch. 
iii. fled before the kings of Ifrael and fudah,, and, after 
a great flaughter, wc, e forced to retire with their king 
into their city. Here finding himfelf reduced to the 
laft extremity by his befiegers, he made ufe of an af- 
tonifhing method to fhow his great indignation againft 
Jfrad. Toy he took his eldeft fon, the heir of his king- 
dom, and in the fight of his enemies oftered him up a 
burnt offering upon the wall* Fie obtained his pur- 
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pofe ; the kings of Ifrael and Judah^ amazed at the fury 
which urged him to fucli a deed, returned inftantly to 
their own country. 

This moft memorable example, taken in one point 
of view, applies perfecl;ly well to the fubjed: we arc 
upon. For the eternal Father, after uiing promifes and 
threatenings, ^ after bellowing mercies, and executing 
judgments, ftill feeing our fins reach up to Heaven, as 
if they meant to befiege his throne, expreffes infinite 
indignation againfl: our rebellion : he takes his only be- 
gotten Son, the heir of all things, and in the fight of 
heaven and earth, cries out, Awake^ 0 Jwerd / and 
fmite my Jhepherd^ the man that is my fellow ( my equal ) 
faith the Lord of hojis. That, from this facl, we might 
always remember the divine indignation kindled by 
our offences, and be affured that our God will be a 
confurning fire to finners, who plead not this oblation 
of Chrifi: on the crofs, to obtain pardon and victory 
over fin. 

We produced in the laft chapter, many declarations 
of the diftinguifliing love, exercifed by the Almighty 
towards each individual who walks before him hum- 
bly. The hiilory of providence atteft’s this. Enochs 
the feventh from Adam^ becaufe unconquerably attach- 
ed to the truth and authority of his Maker, amidftthe 
abounding impieties of his kindred, is taken from 
them in a way, which at once immortalizes his own 
name, and proclaims the love which God bears to all his 
faints. ^ Before this illuftrious facl could be forgotten, 
Noahy like the ark, which preferved him and his family 
is lifted up to the notice of the whole world, as an ever- 
lafting memorial that in the moft defolating judg- 
ments, the care of each individual faint, is with the 
Moft High.^ In the cafe of righteous Lot, the lame pe- 
culiar love is again manifefted, and two affertions are 
made upon this occafion, exprelfing the tendereft re- 
gard to his faithful fervants. Sodojn itfelf, it is faid, 
fliould have been fpared for the fake of ten righteous, 
had only fo ftnall a number been found within its walls. 
We are alfo affured, that till Lot was efcaped and fafe, 
vengeance could ^not be poured out on that detefted 
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city, in the fame animating and comfortable view, wc 
are to ponder on the hiftory of fofeph \ the peculiar 
favor, Jojhuay the fon of Nun^ and Calebs the fon of 
fephunnsh found with the Lord, and they only of all 
Ifrael, who came out of EgypU To the fame purpdfe 
we are to confider David* s aftonilhing prefer\^ation, in 
fpite of all the bloody minded Saul could do ; .Elijah*^ 
miraculous aflumption into Heaven ; the three Elebrew 
youths w^alking in the midft of a fiery furnace ; and 
Daniel* s inviolable fafety in the den with ravenous hun- 
ger-bitten lions. All thefe are witnelfes chofen of God 
and eftablifhed by miraclea wrought in their favor, 
as precedents to affure every dear obedient child of 
God, who in a meafure copies the pattern they fet be- 
fore him, that himfelf, no lefs then they were, is the ob- 
ject of God’s fpecial care and love. And though we fee 
not now the courfe of nature over-ruled for the de- 
liverance of the faithful, ftill the comprehenfive prom- 
ife of the unchangeable Jehovah abideth fure ; “ He 
knoweth them that are his, and will make all things 
work together for good, to them that love him,” 
and are called according to his purpofe. 

We read alfo in fcripturc, a demonllration in fads, 
of God’s holinefs. Many awful inftances of immediate 
vengeance executed on prefumptuous offenders, are re- 
corded in his oracles. Scarcely can you name one fin, 
which has not been fingled out as the objed of his hot 
difpleafure. Ham mocking his excellent father, betray-, 
ed for once into exceflive drinking is curfed ; Onan for 
felf-pollution, llain on the fpot ; Lot’s wdfe, full of 
worldly cares, and luftir^ after wealth, is turned into 
a pillar of fait, where fhe turned back in her heart 
to Sodom, Envy and afpiring* pride are punifhed with 
horrible deftrudion in Corah^ Dathan^ and Abiram* 
In Achan’s fate and Gehazi’s lepfofy, we fee how God 
abhorreth the coveteous. Behold, thou vile advocate 
for fornication the javelin of Phineas thruft through 
Zimri 2 in^ C^/his paramor ; an adofjuftice fo grateful 
to God, as to be rewarded with higheft honor in 
the family of Phineas for many generations. Give up 
thy favorite ^TTV>ov«rnr»no*p|*s; God will not 
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judge ; for behold, three and twenty thoufand arc 
cut off by him, for this fin, in one day. Stand aftoh^ 
ifhed at the divine patience towards thee, thoii lymg 
tongue; when thou readeft how Ananias and Sapphim 
periflied with the breath of jMhood on their lips! 
Ponder wefl thy fellow criminals doom, thou delpifer 
arid fee what infernal malice aduates thy 
heart, which fceks to pervert the right ways of the 
truth, when Elymas’^ the forcerer, is fet before thee as 
an enemy to all goodnefs, a child of the Devil, and 
fmitten ^th blindnefs by the aft of God for his infi- 
delity. Underftand from, the ignominious death of 
Herody that felf-exaltatidn is an abomination to the 
Lord ; for behold the royal deified orator, after re- 
ceiving, as his due, the fhout of blafphernous applaufe, 
is immediately firicken by the angel of the Lord, be- 
caufe he gave not God the glory / an<^ he was eaten oj 
worms ^ and gave up the ghqft. 

All thefe inftances, and many more recited in holy 
writ, undeniably prove, that wherever envy or malice, 
covet oufnefs or pride, profanenefs, impurity, or any 
temper contrary to God’s law prevails, there the wrath 
of God abideth, and muft abide till it be done aw^ay. 

Such in his natural and moral p'erfeftiohs, in his 
government and providence towards his whole ration- 
al creation, is the true God.' , And that there is only 
one God, in all; and through all, and over all,- the ferip- 
ture mofi: plainly affirms. I; even I am he^ and tJiere is 
no God with me^ Before jne there was no God formed,, 
neither /hall there be after me. I dm the frji, and 1 am 
the lajl, arid hefide me there is no God, Yet the fame 
Icnpture with equal plainnefs 6f expreffioh, teaches us, 
that in this unity, the Son and Spirit are comprehend 
ed, in glory equal, in majefiy coeternal with the Fath- 
Without cantroverfy ^^eat is this myilery of god- 
linefs ; yet it muft be received, becaufe divine perfec- 
tions which cannot cohfift wfith the condition of efea^ 
tures, being the effential glory of God above them all, 
we are affured, the Son and the Spirit, poflefs. Eteu 
nity, omniprefence, infinite knowledge, and almighty 
power belong to them 5 therefore, together with the 
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Father, are they to be worfhipped and glorified. God 
the Father, Son, and Spirit, is the Gcd of the Chriftian 
church. Jews and Turks openly revile this myftery 
as execrable blafphemy ; and baptized apoftates, net 
able to brookdmplicit fubinidion to the oracles of God,, 
heartily join vdth them. But the cliurch univerfal (i. 
c. all the aflemblies of ChrifFs people) unanimoufly ac- 
quiefeing in the word of. God, and perfeefiy^ fatisfied 
with its. nakedx declaration, dedicate their children in 
baptifm to the ever blelled Trinity, and continually con- 
clude their public worlhip with prayer to partake of 
the diftin6t bleffings, each of thefe facred three impart, 
intreating that the love of God the Father, the grace of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the communion of the 
Holy Ghoft may be with us alL. 

Examine, therefore, and prove yourfelf- whether 
your idea of God be.iaithfuliy copied from the ferip- 
ture ? Whether you do not remain in grofs and fataligr 
iiorancc of his real characber, notwithftanding the com- 
plete manner in which he has revealed, himfelf in his own 
word ? Take it by no means for. granted, that you arc 
in reality what you profefs, a. Chiftian, knowing God- 
For thoufands thus hatter themfelves, v/hilft their ideas 
ofhim, are deteitable in his fight. Search, therefore the 
matter to the bottom', and fee whether you heartily aC'^ 
knowledge God is what he declares himfelf to be, in 
■ tliofe inftances, where pride and love of fin are moftapt 
to preiudice our minds againil the real chara&r of our 
Maker. 

For inftance, do you know, he bears that perfect ab-- 
horrence to all iniquity, which the. Bible always alErms 
he does ? Are you eitabliflied in the truth, that God is 
in no degree cruel to the work of his hands, though he 
doom every foul dying in fm, to feel for- ever the 
weight of his indignation r. Do you confefs from the 
licarty that the limftions of his- government are full of 
glory, though this be the confequence that to every hy- 
pocrite and rebel, our God is aconiiiming fire ? 

' Again, examine whether you are fir*ily peffuaded 
that the God whom you worihip is a fun and a fliield 
to^ every one who believeth in Je£us f Whether you are 
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fare that the high and lofty one who inhabitetli eternity 
does humble himfelf to watch incefiantly over his faith- 
ful people for good, as a wife and tender father doth 
over the fon that fervetli him ? Whether you believe 
that God doth indeed dwell with men, giving to everv 
individual who lives according to his will, light and 
life, peace and confolation, ftrength and power which 
none befidc on earth pofiefs ? Finally, try yourfelf^ 
w’-hether you* have affecting views of the excellency of 
God, manifefted in the perfon and office of the Redeem- 
er, and in the influences of the fpirit, by wffiich he 
holds communion with die church of chrift. 

From fuch inquiries, your knowledge or ignorance 
of the God deferibed in the Bible, wall be made evident : 
becaufe it is in thefe important points our Maker has 
revealed himfelf and his conduct, w’hich the Avorld by 
wifdom never could have -diicovered. And juft in the 
fame proportion as God’s own rbprefentation of himfelf, 
and his defigns is received with' ftedfaft hiith, arc you 
really enriched wdth divine knowledge. A knowledge 
of ineflimable value, becaufe alone able to heal man’s 
corrupted mind, to keep it firm to duty in the midtl 
of trials ; a knowledge pronounced bv Cliriii, to be e- 
ternal life. " 



A PRAYER, 

i i ; 

^ For the Knowledge of God. 

C OMMAND, O bleffcd God, wo Iiuik- 
bly be&ech thee, the light of the knowledge of thy glory 
to fhine into our hearts. Teach us to conceive of 
thy infinite miyefty aright. May we know tliat thou 
haft made all things for thyfelf ; that thou upholddl all 
things, giving life, health, ftrength, and doing whatever 
thou pleafeft in the armies of Heaven, and amogft the 
inhabitants of the earth. Teach us to undcrftand,th.at 
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from the beginning, all thy works, in all places of thy 
dominion, are known unto thee , that our moft ferret 
purpofes, defires, and thoughts are more open to thy all- 
feeing eye, than tQ the notice even of our own minds. 
Gonfcious of our ignorance and inability to conceive, 
what is fit for thee to teach, command , or do, give us 
to bow with lowcft reverence,before every, revelation of 
thy will, and every appointment of thy providence. 

O Lord 1 open our eyes, that we may fee all thy 
goodnefe, in thebleffings pf health and ftrength, of 
food, raiment, and fruitful feafons, which defcend upon 
the juft and the uhjuft: Above all, gf^t us, we befeech 
tfice, the light ofmth to comprehend, with all feints, 
the height and depth/ the breadth and length of thy 
love in Chrijl Jefus. And left our wicked hearts flioulcf 
abufe the riches of thy grace, fill us ydth conceptions, 
of thy glorious holinefs ; that thou art hot to be ap- 
proached but through the' mediation of. thy Son, nor 
wilt vouchfafe remiifion of fin's, but through his blood. 

Enlighten the eyes of our underftanding, to perceive 
how good and gracious thou art to. all w ho love thy 
name, ever caring for them V wat^^^ them every 

moment, and keeping them by night and day, left a- 
ny hurt them. We earneftly ' beg this knowledge of 
thy nature, and thy rich mercies, that we may glorify' 
thee as God, put our truft in thee without wavering, 
ferve thee diligently with ^at' delight,' and never 
wilfully offend thee. 

' We alk tliefe bleflings in entire dependence upon, 
our faithful and merciful high prieft, Jefiis Obrift^ who 
came into the world to manifeft thy name. To him, 
with thyfcjf, and the eternal Spirit, be all honpr and 
glory, world without end. Amen. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Tbe miural Conditian of Man hfpeding God. 

■ ,We can make no progrefe in any fcK 

cjace, till we underftand its firft principles. In . relirion 
it is the fame, that fcience, in which all arc moft ckep- 
ly interefted. Here the groundwork muft be laid in 
knowledge .of our own charader, as it regards the 
great end of duty, and the great objed of religion. 

With relped to 'God then, experience and fcripturc 
atteft, that inan is deplorably blind, depraved, and con- 
fequently guilty. The bJindnef^ of man, proves itfelf 
by his fancying the excellencies of body, mind, or ef- 
tate w'^hich:he pofleiles, his own. '7 Hence, though in 
words he acknowledges an intelligent Creator, he perJ 
ceives not the confequence neceffarily flowing from this 
truth, to the great ^ory of his name, that of him and 
throujgh him are all things. Hence, ^he beautiful are 
intoxicated with admiration of their own pleaflng 
form^ ; the rich defpife the poor ; men diftinguifhed by 
acquired knowledge, or fuperior genius, look down 
with haughty airs on the ignorant vulgar ; and even 
the fpiritual man is too apt to exalt himfelf, Yicwino^': 
the gifts he has received. ' ' 

The abundant prevalence of thefe diforders, loudly 
proclaims the biin&efs oft man’s mind to that fundeC- 
mental truth, that no one* can receive, any tbingy^cxccpt 
it he given, him from above : and that with refpea to ev- 
ery advantage which we value, God maketh men to^ 
differ. It is a continual labor, even with the aid of 
lupernatural light, to get deliverance from the power. 
of this bHndnefs. And fome fymptoms of it may be 
found (where you. w^ould leaft fufped) in the excebenl 
of the earth. ' 
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Man’s natural blind nefs with refpedl to God, is evi- 
;dent alfo from the judgment he makes on the life ojf 
faith, and that of felf-indulgence. Compare them to- 
gether, you would not think it poflible to make a 
wrong choice. For what is a life of uniform obedi- 
ence to God, through faith in .Chrift ? It is allegiance 
to the wifeft of ‘kings, and a due teftimony of filial du- 
ty to the beft of fathers ; it is freedom to the fettered 
foul, and vidlory over affeclions, bafe as they are hurt- 
ful. It is a peaceful ftate of mind which affords no 
ground for accufations of having done injury to any 
creature. It makes man a blefiing to all inconnecflioh 
with him, effeftually reftraining even from the inten- 
tion of doing wrong. In profperity it keeps the mind 
humble ; in adverfity, calm and patient ; nor can the 
ffroke of death difrnay^ for its hope is full of immor- 
tality. 

Compare with this life of faith, a life of felf-indul- 
gence. How depraved, how hideous ! It is a mon- 
ffrous compound of ignorance, contradidting infinite 
wifdom ; of contempt in a vile worm for infinite maj- 
efty ; of ingratitude for rich bounty ; of rebellion aim- 
ing its blow againft the bowels of fovereign mercy. 
A life of felf-indulgence makes a man afraid to look 
into himfelf, infectious and full of mifchief to others, 
and difmayed at the thought of a judgment to come. 
In every view, it is without excufe, and altogether odl- 
ous. 

Can there be any light then remaining in the mind 
of man, if a life of faith is not always without hefita- 
tion infinitely preferred to a life of felf-indulgence ? For 
beauty in its higheft bloom does not, in the eye of flefh, 
fo evidently excel paledoathfeme difeafe, as a life of 
faithful obedience liirpaffes, in reafon’s’eye, one of felf- 
gratification. 

Yet, to the fliame of the human race, fadt and expe- 
rieiicc daily prove, the choice is obftinately fixt on 
what dderves contempt, and preference given where 
deteftation is due. Innumerable are the flanders, with 
which blind man afperfes a life of uniform obedience to 
God 5 and loud his complaints 3gainft it. He induf- 
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trioufly employs all his wit to make religion appear irk- 
fome ; and oppolition to it, gniltlefs. 

In vain, do the children of obedience lift up their 
voice together, and ciy. Great is the peace ivhich they 
havCy who keep thy law^ and nothmg Jlmll offend them. In 
vain does Jehovah promife his prefenc^, and his fpirit ; 
his pardon, power, peace,, and lalvation to the faithful 
and obedient. Men naturally perceive no value in thefc 
things, worthy to be weighed againft the pieafures, 
they find in felf-vdll and tranfgrefiion. 

Further, did not experience fully prove, that per- 
petual difguft and difappointment harrafs us, whilft 
we are intent to indulge ourfelves, it might be no de^ 
eifive proof of man’s blindnefs, to feek for happinefs in 
what the world can give or promife, to the negleft of 
God. Or were we, like the Heathens, incapable of 
knowing what notice he would humble himfclf to take 
of us his poor creatures ; on either of thefe fuppofi- 
tions, it would be no evidence of blindnefs in man, to 
rejedt, as imaginary, the profpeift of finding hapjnnefs 
in the knowledge of God, and lively ccnicioufnefs of 
his favor. For we might then fay, it was the height 
of arrogance to imagine there could be intimate friend- 
fhip between Him and man. 

On the contrary, when the infallilde word of God 
reveals his adorable excellency, and affures us at the 
fame time of the high place man holds in his thoughts, 
and that his heart is open to embrace him, fo foon as 
he defies deliverance from fin, and to treat him with 
all the endearments, a fon can receive from the moft 
kind father in fuch a cafe, man muft be deplorably 
blinds if he does not liften with delight to thefe declara- 
tions ; truft in them with all confidence, and accept 
. them, as his chief happinefs and glory. Yet, alas ! we 
are with great difficulty brought to believe, that God 
does indeed dwell with man ; and with greater, to dc- 
fire communion with him. After a thoufand difap. 
pointments from the world, ftill, with boundlcft credu- 
lity, we depend upon every delufion, for our joy. The 
meaneft trifle, the mofl: fordid purfuit, every thing, ex- 
cept the knowledge and love of God, we are blindb 
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enough to fancy worthy out ajBfeftion, and bur pains to 
poiTefs it. 

In this matter of prime Influence on life, ofs dark- 
TxCis naturally covets every mind.' And whilft buzzing 
infc(fl:s and crawling worms unerringly perceive what 
is moll beneficial for them, conftantly purfue and con- 
flantly adhere to it, man naturally turns afide from the 
Fountain of all good, and dares conclude no profit is 
to be found in the knowledge and love of him. Even 
men of the fineft abilities and penetration in the things 
of f enfc, are in this point miferably blind. Blind are 
rich and poor, young and old, pricfl: and people, till 
they receive from above the gift of a right judgment. 

Scripture ftrongly afferts this blindnefs natural to us 
all,' Man is born like a wild afs*s colty Job xi. 12 .' not 
only deflitutc of heavenly wifdom, but ftupid to appre- 
hend, and averfe to receive it. Obferve how keenly 
the colnparifon is pointed, like the afs^ an animal re- 
markable for its ftupidity to a proverb ; like the afs’s 
colt^ which mufl' be of courfe more egregioufly ftupid 
than ils dam 5 like the wild afs’s colt, which is not on- 
ly blockifh, but refra^ory ; neither by nature poflelf- 
ing valuable qualities, nor capable of receiving therri 
through difeipline. 

The natural bVidncfs of the human mind is alfo 
iieceflariiy implied in thofe many aflertions, which as- 
cribe all clifeernment of the Gofpel, to the influence of 
the Holy Ghoft, called the Spirit of Truth becaufe his 
oflice is to lead us into all the truth. Nay, deciliVe on 
this point, was there no' other tcftlmony, is that re- 
markable one. The natural man receiveth not the ihings of 
the fpirit of God ^ for they are fooUfhnefs unto him^ neither 
can he know tbem^ becaufe they are fpiritually difeerned^ 
1 Cor. if. 14. 

Equal to man’s blindnefs refpecHng God, is the de- 
pravity of his temper. This difeovers itfelf in forget- 
ting ills Maker, though the whole creation loudly s^t- 
tefts his excellency and prefence. Man can be witnefs 
to the whole hoft of Heaven moving in orderly array 
around him ; he can enjoy and feaft upon the bounties 
of his God ; ftand encircled with his mercies, and be 
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preferved from' all dangers by his care; yet "never fo 
much as once advert to the infinitely wi£e and gracious 
hand, from which he receives his all. He can £hut 
God out of the government of his own world, beeaufe 
inviiible ; and afcribe to the mere ignorant undefign- 
ing inftruments which fubferve the divine will, the 
honor of the moft beneficial effefts. So that when 
God would imprefs a with awe of his abfolute 
dominion over the affairs of men, he fends forth his 
judgments on the earth, which, like a glaring comet 
held up in the air, by its alarming appearance, may 
lead up the thoughts of men to their Maker. 

With refpedl to individuals,thefe is no rec6vering any 
man from that deep forgetfulnefs of God, in which wc 
naturally lay, without Changing his joy into heavinefs, 
his profperity into trouble. A chamber of ficknefs, or 
dread of death, the king of terrors, muff make him 
know himfelf to be but man. Pain muftfeourgehim, 
or fearful apprehenfions of hell awaken tlie fleeper to 
own his dependence upon God; Nay, after thefe fever e 
monitors have faithfully performed their office, and put 
man in remembrance of his Creator ; the remembrance 
of him paffes away (like that of a gueft which tarries biit 
a day), though all nature exliibits him to the fenfes. 

Though the fun, in tranfeendent brightnefs, comes 
forth from his chamber every morning to proclaim his 
Maker’s glory ; though the moon and liars, which 
govern the night, add their united evidence to magni- 
fy their Creator to a gazing, biit una&fred world ; 
though the air whifper his clemency in the balmy rc- 
frelhing gale ; though the roaring winds and rending 
ftorms found forth his majelly ; yet all addreffes fail, 
man refiifeth to hear. Each flower arrayed in beauty; 
or breathing perfume, courts our affefrions fer its in- 
finitely amiable Author ; not a bird that warbles, or a 
brook that' murmurs, but invites our praife, or chides 
our ingratitude^ All the variety of fruits depolit their 
atteftation on our palates, yet fdddm a\vaken our 
hearts ; they give us a proof of the divine benignity, 
as undeniable as it is plealing, and too often iheffedai- 
aJ. In fliort^ the whole creation is a kind of magnif- 
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icent embaffy: from its almighty Lord, deputed to pro- 
claim his excellencies, and demand our homage.” Yet 
man, fo ftrong is the depravity of his mind, difre.. 
gards the former, confequently mull with-hold the 
latter. 

It may be faid, thefe inftances of the power, wifdom, 
and goodnefs of God are filent ; therefore they fail to 
engage attention. But, alas I man’s forgetfulnefs of 
his Maker is ftubborn enough to withftafid much loud- 
er caDs. Behold the meffengers of the Lord with 
heaven-kindled love in their hearts, and fire in their 
eyes, addrefs him. They plead the caufe of God and 
truth, making their earneft appeal to man’s reafon and 
experience. They fet the Father of the fpirits of all 
flefii before his mind, in the fupreme glory of his char- 
acter, and the overflowing riches of his grace. Yet the 
imprefiion made, abides no longer, than till the firft 
' earthly objed occurs. The mereft trifle can fcatter ev- 
ery idea of God from his corrupted memory, as wind 
fcatters the chaff. 

Nay, when that incorruptible word;, which breathes 
the majefty of him who infpired it, is read by his miri- 
ifters ; man, till renewed by grace, betrays a flagrant 
Infenfibility towards God in his whole deportment. 
The fians of bufinefs are in' idea buying, felling, and 
getting gain in his houfe, as at the exchange or market ; 
the eye of lewdnefs ceafes not to gratify itfelf in the 
holy affembly. Youthful curiofity roves from object 
to objed, as prompted by pride of birth, beauty, or 
apparel. And, amidft a multitude of profeffed wor- 
fhippers, only the few happily recovered from natural 
forgetfulnefs of their Maker, ^orfliip him in fpirit and 
in truth. 

Weigh this fact, every where falling under notice, 
and yoii muft conclude from it, that the God in whole 
hands is all our life and happinefs. We overlook more 
than the fmallelt matter relative to our temporal in- 
tereft ; and forget much more, than any perfon, oh 
whom we have the leafl: dependence. 

{ 
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CHAPTER' VIII. 

On the Depravity of Man. 

We have fou^d it is the prafHce of 
the human race, till renewed, to live in forgetfulnefs 
of God. But muft not this be owing to contempt of 
his excellency and majefty ? Are we wont to be obfti- 
nately inattentive to our friends, whilft any degree of 
veneration remains for them ? When the Lord of a 
great houfhold is abfent from his femily, and by con- 
fequence invihble to his fervants, do they lofe the re- 
membrance of his authority, before they become prof- 
ligate ? Or, when children are feparated from worthy 
parents the diftance of whole kingdoms, can they forget 
their relation and obligations, till they are become ut- 
terly degenerate ? If we trace therefore man’s forget- 
fulnefs of God, up to its fource, we fhall be convinced 
he defpifes the Lord God omnipotent. In every Chrif- 
tian country the faint remonftrances which reafon 
makes againft fin, are mightily enforced by fcripture ; 
and the notion that the infinite grandeur of God will 
not fuffer him to pay regard to our condud, is confu- 
ted by the whole Hiftory of his providence, and by un- 
deniable fads. No earthly potentate ever can Ihew him- 
felf attentive in fuch a degree to the manners of his 
fubjeds, or jealous of the honor of his laws, as the 
King eternal has done in the mofl: awful ways. Who, 
among the princes of the earth, has ever fo fully enad- 
ed prohibitions againft all evil, or fo ftridly enjoined 
the pradice of all righteoufnefs, as the Judge eternal ? 
Who has addend penSties to deter from prefumptuous 
offences, worthy to be named with everlafting burn- 
ings ? In what nation are fuch rich preferments and 
Jipnors infured to loyalty and obedience, as in the 
ngdbm of our God ? or among earthly monarchs. 
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who has been found fo terrible to avenge his quarrel, as 
He in his righteous judgments, which have been exe- 
cuted upon linners ? 

To defpife, therefore, this great, and terrible, and ex- 
cellent God, judging by the univerfal fenfe of mankind, 
is an inftance of defperate depravity. For to defpife a 
fuperior, is a greater offence, none will denf’, than if 
he were our equal ; and an affront to a crowned head, 
will be deemed an infult much beyond the fame offence 
againft a private man ; becaufe, as all honor hears a 
value according to his degree who confers it, fo dif- 
honor is meafuredby his char after, who receives it. 
To defpife God, is an offence, therefore, without a fig- 
ure, infinite. For almighty power, in elfential union 
with perfeft wifdom, juftice, and mercy, make up the 
name of God, and demand the heart-felt adoration of all 
his reafonable creatures. Even to doubt whether fuch 
adoration be due to him, argues profligate ftupidity ; 
but to aft as if he were unworthy of our fear or love, 
is flagitious wickednefs. 

Yet, thus to aft is the natural temper of mankind. 
Wherever you turn your eyes, you may fee it in a 
ftrong light^ Confider the vail multitude who live 
in the open breach of one or other of God’s command- 
ments. Are they doing fo, becaufe ignorant that their 
fin is forbidden? It cannot be affirmed. Profane 
iwearers know what the third commandment requires, 
and the lawgiver who ordained it. The mighty to 
drink ftrong wine, and thofe who feaft and p’amper 
their bodies, know, who calls upon them to be tem- 
perate, and denounces woes upon all, whofe god is their 
belly. The lewd are no flrangers to their doom ; 
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge : nor 
fraudulent tradefmen to that folemn interrogation, 
know ye not that the unrighteous lhall not inherit the 
kingdom of God ? 

No declarations can be more plain or peremptory, 
yet iniquity has in all ages and places abounded. Of- 
fenders in each of the above named clafles, though 
warned, intreated importuned, adjured in the name 
of God, not only, refufe to hearken, but cry out, 



Chap. 8.] 



On the Depravity of Man. 



there no harm happen unto us. • By this cpnduft 
man foams out his fliame, proving that when he can 
neither plead ignorance, or forgetfulnefs, he will dare 
to treat the laws of his Maker, as if he thought 
them in fome inltances, the wild diftates of palhon, 
the impofitions of a tyrant, or the injunctions of a 
fool. He will dare to treat his law, as if, in fome in- 
ftanccs, refpediing his own cafe, it was weak in its in- 
tention, envious in its reftraints, needlefs to be oMerv- 
ed, and nothing to be dreaded from trampling it under 
foot. 

It is vain for man to reply, whilft a wilful tranfgref- 
for, that far be it from him to defpife God, he means, 
only to pleafe himfelf in his fin ; for in a Chriftian 
country, where the law of God is in every ones hand, 
we cannot poffibly do the one, vdthout being guilty of 
the other alfo. Nor can a proud rebellious fjpirit more 
ftrongly exprefs contempt of God’s government, than 
by concluding it his own intereft to walk contrary to 
it ; and when doing fo, defpife his wrath, revealed in 
the moft folemn manner againft ail the unrighteoulhefs 
and ungodlinefs of man. 

But in whatever light man himfelf may regard the 
practice of fin, it is beyond difpute God will punifli it 
as inexcufable contempt of his authority ; for he rep- 
refents himfelf on this very account inexorable to the 
cries of finncrs, when they are appalled at the miferies 
coming upon them. Becaufe I have called, by my law, 
minifters, and people, upon the difobedient, and ye re^ 
fufed ; and when, as a man vehemently defirous to be 
regarded, / have Jiretched out my hand, and no man re- 
garded, But ye have fet at nought all my couyifel, and 
would none of my reproofs: I alfo will laugh at your calam- 
ity, and Lwill mock when your fear comet h. When your 
fear comet h as deflation, and your defrudiion cemeth as a 
whirlwind, when diflrefs and anguijh come upon you, Prov.i. 
24, 27. In this alarming pafiage, obferve, the Almigh- 
ty expreffes the ftrongeft contempt and fcorn tov/ards 
obftinate linners, which is deferibed as a juft retaliation 
upon them of the very fame ufage, which he through 

his forbearance and mercy, fo long received at their 
hands. 
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What has been oflFered clearly proves much deprav- 
ity in the natural temper of man towards his Maker. 
There is no way of denying this, uiilefs you affirm it 
is no balenefs to forget the Fountain of all good, and 
treat infinite excellency with contempt. But the impie- 
ty of fuch a Ihocking affertion, can proceed from no 
heart, which is not itfelf a living demonftration of the 
great depravity, it cannot bear to own. 
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The Human Heart’s Enmity against God, 



The deplorable blindnefs of man in 
his natural condition, his negleft and contempt of God, 
manifeft in the whole form of his life, have been al- 
ready proved. But there is ftill, alas 1 fomething worfe, 
chargeable upon us all, till created again in Chrijl yefus. 
This I fliould have cafefuUy concealed, did I write for 
reputation, or to pleafe my readers, and not to bring 
them to the knowledge of themfelves, one of the richeft 
bleffings they can receive. I well know what is going 
to be proved upon fallen man, is infinitely offenfive to 
pride ; and fooner than any other charge, kindles in- 
dignation. I remember the time, when, full of felf- 
complacency, I fliould have refented fuch an accufation 
beyond meafure, for the truth of which I now con- 
tend. I only entreat the candor of my readers, to be- 
lieve I would confeientioufly avoid adding any thing to 
the finfulnefs of fallen man, which in nature has no ex- 
iftence, and in the Bible no proof. I defire alfo to be 
efteemed no lefs full of love to the human race, than if 
I maintained that man was born with'perfed redlitude 
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f of foul. With the greateft pleafure I Ihould embrace 
I that notion, if faff and God’s exprefs teftimony did not 
f compel us to renounce it as a dangerous felf-flatterv 
j and an abfolute felfliood. . ’ 

I , Having thus endeavored to procure an unprejudiced 
I hearing of my proofs, I am bold to open to the bottom, 
the deteftable corruption of human nature ; and main- 
tain, that there dwells in the heart of every man, till 
changed by grace, an averfion to the Author of his be- 
ing. This accufation, thofe who are notorioufly aban- 
doned will not allow, much lefs tvill the decent, fober 
and honefl. The proofs, therefore, I fhall bring, are 
what all confefs, do demonftrate hatred in every other 
cafe. After thefe proofs, the infallible decifion of God’s 
word upon the matter, fhall be produced. 

! It is then univerfally allowed, that nothing but a- 
verlion in the heart towards perlbns, beyond a doubt, 
wife and excellent, can render their company irkfome* 
Whenever we obferve this, we conclude there muft be 
fame perfonal diflike, however concealed or HpniV/f , 
Now fecret prayer, and reading the fcripture with a 
devout mind, are a near approach to God, fo like being 
in his company, that thefe means of grace are called 
feekinghis face, and entering into his prefence. If 
then, ftrong averfion to holding fuch intercourfe with 
our Maker, can be proved natural to Men man, it will 
prove his averfion, fince none can difpute the wifdom 
or glorious excellency of God. 

By this teft, try the human race in every fiage of 
life. Do young or old, before they are divinely chang- 
ed, /ow prayer and reading the fcripture, and ta/to de- 
light in both ? I do not affirm they totally negleft them ; 
but do not they repeat prayers haftily, without defir- 
ing to know the meaning of what they repeat or read? 
Are not a few minutes in a day thought time fufficient 
for fuch a talk ? Is not the Bible that authentic account 
of God, ourfelves, and the wonderful things, he hath 
tvrought, a taftelefs book, very little read ; whilft 
hours are every day confumed with joy, in defpir?hlf 
amufenients and frothy entertainments ? What can 
more clearly prove man’s averfion to God, than this 
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conduct, efpedally as he, in infinite condefcenfion, of- 
fers to hold comunion with us, invites our acquaintance, 
would have us regard him as our exceeding joy, and 
lead our lives with him. Why do we not ? Becaufe 
we like not to retain him in our knowledge, nor to glo* 
xify him as God. 

Further, when the excellency of a perfon is indifput- 
ably great, nothing but averfion towards himfelf can 
make ftrong regard for his honor, the caufe of repara- 
tion between neareft relations and deareft friends. But 
if the diHike reach even to thofe who are zealous for 
his honor, only on that account, in what virulence 
mufi: it reign againft the party, who is the caufe of the 
quarrel ? 

By this rule of judging, man’s natural averfion to his 
hlaker, is no lefs flagrant than deteftable, for zedous 
fubjedion to the Lord Jefus Chrtft^ and love for his 
name, is nothing more than fincere attachment to the 
glory and truth of God. Yet, in all ftages of life, this 
temper is infuflerably offenfive to mankind. 

Sometimes, as a prodigy, ic appears in a child at 
Xchool. Inftantly his playmates, as from inflinclive en- 
mity, will have him in derifion. In imiverfities you 
may confume your time in idlenefs, be lewd, intemper-^ 
ate, or profane in difeourfe and principle, andfufler no 
perfeciition or reproach. But if with Chriftian forti- 
tude you refrain from all fafliionable vice, and dare to 
urge the law of God, as the ftandard of right and 
wrong, fneers and abufive infult mull be expefled. As 
this is the cafe before the corrupt affe^lions of the heart, 
are inflamed by long indulgence, it muft neceflarily be 
worfe afterwards. Accordingly faith in Chrifi work- 
ing by love, and producing the ihoft excellent fruits^ 
are the caufe of variance and feparation where greateft 
intimacy and friendfliip fubfifted before. The fame 
perfons who were pleafed with your good fenfe and 
good manners ; who even propofed you as a pattern for 
imitation, whilfl: living with them in fafliionable for- 
getfulnefs of God ; fo foon as you are divinely chang- 
ed into a real Chriftian, will look fliy upon you, cen- 
fiire fli^ply your principles, and if intereft prevent not, 
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openly abufe your extravagant piety, and renounce 
your acquMtance. Could this ever be the cafe, was 
there indiflference only towards God in the heart and 
not averfion ? By no means ; for though you may not 
approve of your friend’s intimacy with a third perfon 
of known v^orth, yet you would never be enraged with 
him on that account, urilefs you greatly that 

perfon. 

It is a certain proof of averfion to your King, wheh 
yim caiinot bear the refpeaful mehtidn of his name; 
„ “ in f^nt chagrin you hear the relation of his 

good qudities ; and are impatient to leave the room 
Ml another topic of difeourfe be introduced. What 
then are we .to conclude from the general hatred of 
rehgious conyerfatidn ? Why, iii aH the vaft variety of 
fubje^ on whiqfi-men difeourfe, is obiecHdn obly made 
agamft thrfe feutimehts which exalt the hoLr of 
God, and JeJ^us Chrift whom he hath fent ? What but 
inbred ^erfion would immediately brand converfation 
ms kind, as odio^ cant, and obftinately afefibe it 
to Oft^tation or fohfr bafe defign. RIen be pleaC 

about every the meaneft 
trifle, dogs, horfes, cards, and courtezans : but as foon 
M an attempt IS made to turn oiir attention to the 
Lord of the \Vorld, his trarifadions, commands j gov: 
ernment,or love, the very mention of the fubied^oc 
cafions, in almoft every company, a vifible ^ifo^ft . 
difapmoving filence inftantly ehfues ; tiU feme mean 
foohdi purfuit of men is again introduced, as a plealin” 

r Sf demonftfarn, that 

the objed of general averfion, if this foils' 
which proclaims jJoud, that he is the only perfof of 
whom no one chufes to fpeak, and whofe Lfe r?o 

one defires to hear ! Could a circle of avow4 atheifts 
defire to have it otherwife 4vowea atheilts 

Apin, no one doubts whether enmity reigns in the 
heart agamft our earthly Sovereign, whL the ton^e 
s cvw abufing his belt friends; and calling reproach 
upon hs governinent,and the hand adiv^ if oppof^ 
It. Judging by the fame rule, how plain is the^^enmf 
ty of men, unrenewed in their minds, againft God 1 
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It is common to hear them pour out ridicule on the 
faithful fervants of Chrifi^ as creatures abfurdly demure, 
in judgment pitiably we*ak, in temper^ madly enthuliaf- 
tic ^ though ever fo prudent, difereet j fteady, and ex- 
cellent. What a malicious inlinuatioh is this againft 
the glorious God ! It is faying in effedf, that all who 
have any concern for his honor, are under the power 
of delulion, and truly defpicable in their choice and 
purfuits. 

Add to this, that the difobedience of men to the 
law of God, of itfelf proves enmity. Every wilful tranf- 
greffion is a controverfy with him, who forbids it, and 
a direft oppofition to his will. It is exprelsly called in 
feripture rebellion againft God. For though we can- 
not bring forth the weapons of our indignation againft 
the invilible,as rebellious fubje<fts do againfftheir mortal 
king ; yet the bidding defiance to his law, demon- 
ftrates our inclination to do this execrable deed. It is 
an evident declaration, that our fpirit is in a ftate of 
hoftility againft Heaven. Every prefuihptuous offend- 
er calls aloud by his practice upon all who behold it ; 
Come on, rife up with me, as ah enemy againft the 
Lord. Who is he, that he fhould reign over us ? 

From thefe inftances, notorious in all places, and in 
every condition of life, it is evident the natural temper 
of .mankind towards the Author of their being, is en- 
mity itfelf; for thefe inftances every man would con- 
fefs a demonftration of enmity in every other cafe. 
What then but the blindeft, bafeft felf-Iove can lead us 
to deny it in the prefent ? 

But whether We will allow it, or not our Maker has 
decided the matter. He conftantly fpeaks of the chil- 
dren of men in their natural ftate, as haters of him^ his 
ad*werfaries^ and enemies. Chrift, we are affured, died 
for the ungodly^ which we are told in a few verfes after, 
includes our moft obnoxious condition of being enemies 
to God. 

The carnal mind (which the context explains to be 
the mind of man in his natural ftate) is affirmed, Rom. 
viii. 7. to be not only averfe to God, but enmity againft 
him ; which enmity expreffes itfelf in abhorring to 
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pay the homage due to the Creator, by believing and 
obeying his word. . 

Indeed the gofpel itfelf, by one of its moft lovely ti- 
tles, emphatically proves the melancholy truth, for it is 
called the miniftry of reconciliation. A method con- 
trived by confummate wifdom, and executed by al- 
mighty love, to reconcile us unto God, who were en- 
emies to him in our minds, and by wicked works, Col. 
i. 21. 

From^ this deplorable depravity of man, his finfulnefs 
appears in a glaring light. For what can be more crim- 
inal than filch a difpolition ? Confider it in its direct ten- 
dency. It is no lefs than a denial of the relation which 
fubfifts between the Creator and creature. It is turn- 
ing the nobleft part of the divine workmanfhip vifible 
on earth, from its proper bails. Was you to break in 
pieces the whole frame of nature, and refolve the world 
into a mere chaos ; the evil would not be fo great, as 
breaking the primary bond between the almighty Crea- 
tor, and his more excellent work, a rational immortal 
foul. For all the relations which fubfift between crea- 
tures, are mean, in comparifon of the relation between 
creatures, and the Author of their being. Befides, 
what monftrous wickednefs is difaffecHon to the glo- 
rious author of our lives ? What do we think o^ fay 
of thofe who hate their excellent parents ? We judge 
fuch children guilty in the higheft degree, and brand 
them with every name of reproach. Yet in how 
fmall a meafure do parents contribute to the being or 
welfare of their children, compared with what the 
bleffed God doth to ours ? And how little fuperiority 
have parents in point of power and excellency above 
their children ? Whereas the majefty and excellency of 
our Maker, none deny, exceed our higheft concep- 
tions. 

Further, what caufc can man alleage as theground of 
this difaffeftion towards God ? Many good works 
has he done for us all ; for which of thefe is he hated ? 
What injuries have we received from him to offend us? 
With many powerful allurements he draws us, as with 
the cords of a man j by benefits vifible to every eye, 
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and repeated every day, in all the comforts and con- 
veniencies of life ; by inviting all who will return to 
their allegiance, to partake of the higheft degrees of 
honor and everl^ng falvatipn, through the lacrifice 
of his own Son, by whom he befeeches Tinners to be 
reconciled unto hiin. 

Enniity againft jGod comprehends all other wicked- 
nefs in it. For ^ loye to God and man is the fum of 
all the precepts, fo hatred of God comprehends all ini- 
quity, lince every branch of it may be rcfolved into this 
deteftable depravity of mind. 

If you alk, what is. the great ufc of reprefenting the 
natural vilenefs of man in his apoftacy from God, and 
deferibing his charadler in colors fo oppofite to tho£b, 
which have been long in fafliion ; I anfwer the knowl- 
edge of man’s natural corruption in the degree ^oved 
above from faft and feripture, is abfolutely necetoy to 
juilify the capital do<!frines of the Bible : to prove, that 
far from being arbitrary declarations, they have their 
foundation in our mifery, of which they are the only 
cure. 

By the capital do6lrines of feripture^ I underftand, re- 
demption from fin, and acceptance with God, through 
faith in the atonement and righteoubiefs of God our 
iavior, the illumination qf the mind, and change of 
all its tempers, by the inward operation of the Holy. 
Ghoii. 

Againft each of thefe do<ftrines, you muft be ftrong- 
ly prejudiced, or only receive them as fpeculative points, 
till you know man’s natural condition refpeding God, 
is exceeding finful. For though confcience will not fuf- 
fer you to fay, you have done no evil ; yet if you have 
been decent, fober and moral, you will quarrel with 
the doefarine of feripture : confident you are net fo 
wicked by many degrees as that book of truth aft 
firms you are : nor deferve in any me^ure, that pun- 
ifhment, which it lb folemnly declares, is the wages of 
fin. 

As ftrong an objeftion, and in its tendency as ruln- 
oi^ to the foul, will reign in your heart againft the 
way of life. For your own better obedience after 
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tranfgreflions, will kold a high place in your conceit, 
and confequently create ftedfaft hatred to the doftrine 
of falvation by grace. A dodrine incompatible with 
a good opinion of our own virtues and performances : 
for it annuls every plea to obtain mercy, but the blood 
of the Redeemer, who in infinite pity undertook to 
deliver man from ruin, by bearing on the crofs his fin- 
A way of reconciliation to God, which never can be 
cordially accepted, nor eflPedually ufed, till we confefs 
the human race is altpgether corrupt and aborning, 
ble in their natural tempers refpecHng their Maker. 
Whereas the meek acknowledgment of this truth 
makes it evident beyond a doubt, that it became him 
by whom are all things,* and for whom are all things, 
in no^ other way to jufi;^fy the ungodly, fmners, and 
enemies to him, and fo to bring many fons unto glory# 
Further, whilft men are not fiippofed to be in their 
natural Rate, blind to the truths and excellency of 
God, and in their earlieR difpofition fet againft him, 
the do(Rrine of illumination by the Holy Ghoft, and hit 
agency as the principle of new life, muft be rejeded as 
abfurd and falfe. For if man’s underftanding be not 
dark, or he can by his own application and efforts 
know the truth and obey it, there can be no need of 
foreign help. In this cafe exhortations to exert his 
own abilities are rational; but calls upon him to pray 
for the Ipirit of revelation, are foolifli. For the lame 
reafon, the agency of divine grace can never be thought; 
neceffary to form anew the tempers of the mind,unleTs 
It was naturaUy prone to forget, defpife, and hate its 
glorious Creator i becaule to reform the manners in a 
very confiderable degree, or to excel in the pradice of 
juftice, honefty, humanity, and mercy, requires nofu- 
pernatural aid. We daily fee Ibme, who defpife pray- 
er and the oracles of God, yet live in peace, probity 
and good- win towards men. So that we do not uni! 
verfally act ^ contrary to focial duties. But it is that 
ilrength of impiety which oppofes our giving to God 
honor, and glory, and obedience, and fupreme love 
which ren^rs the agency of the Holy Ghoft indifpen! 
lably necefiary. This deteftable depravity running in 
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the blood of mankind, and being interwoven with their 
frame, lince the fail, demands his energy, who is the 
great reftorer of the divine image on the mind of man. 

The conclulion, therefore, is plain : in proportion as 
ignorance of the condition of human nature refpecling 
God prevails, the whole fcheme of Chriftian principles 
muft be rejected, or received in hypocrify ; whilft, in 
the fame degree as we know ourfelves, we fhall rever- 
ence, embrace and improve it, to the glory of God, the 
good of all about us, and the falvation of our fouls. 



PRAYER, 

for the Knowledge of Ourfelves^ fuited to the f receding 

Subject* ; 

O I-^rd God, Thou refifteft the proud,, 
but giveft grace to the humble : fubdue our haughty 
fpirit which cannot brook the charge of fihfulnefs 
brought againft us in thy word. Bring to our remem- 
brance the days in which we were like beafts, ignorant 
of our dependence upon thee ; of thy excellency, or 
thy authority over us ; or of the deteftable bafenefs of 
rebelling againft thee. How long was it before wc faid, 
where is God our Maker ! How often, when ficknefs 
or pain, danger and deliverance from it, have forced 
‘ us to think of thy mercies, has the remembrance of 
thee fled away, as a dream when one awaketh 1 Or if 
through good education and example we could not 
forget thee, how daringly have we defpifed thy coun- 
fel ! We have behaved to thee, as if nothing was fo i^x** 
reafonable as thy commandments, or fo contemptible 
as thy fervice. Our vile lufts we have ferved from our 
hearts, but would have none of thy counfel, nor be 
checked by thy reproof. Our mind has been enmity 
againft thee, not able to bear thou fliouldft be fo highly 
exalted, and we be abfolutely reftrained from every e^ 
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vil gratification. . In averfion to thee, .wc have chofen 
the company of the ungodly. We have taken pleafure 
in their profane manners. We have held thy molt 
zealous fervants in derilion, counting their lives foolilh- 
nels, and their end to be without honor. 

Such, O Lord God, have been the eflfe<^ of our na- 
tural enmity towards thee. How exceeding finfol in 
thy fight ! Save us from palliating and difiembling tins 
our condition. In the deepefi: acknowledgment of thy 
grace, enable us to cry. Lord, what is man that thou 
regardeft him ! From foil conviction of pur entire de- 
pravity, may we feel our need of a Redeemer. May 
we fee our finfolnels, fuch as could not be pardonetL 
but through his atoning blood ; our vile affeCHons fi> 
ftrong, as not to be fubdued but by his fpirit ; and our 
fouls fo fidlen from God, as to be incapable of entering 
into his kingdom, till born again from above. 

Grant us wifdom, O God, to trace up all our trant 
greflions to their fountain head, the corruption of our 
nature. And from every difcovery of innate depravi- 
ty, teach us to fet an higher v^e on the blood and 
righteaufnefs of Chrift, and depend only on the grace 
of the Holy Spirit. From a clear perception that in ns, 
i. e. in our flelh, there dwelleth no good thing, may 
we be jealous of ourfelVes, and circumfpeCl and put our 
whole truft in God's promifes, power, and grace, to 
keep us from falling. 

O Lord, knowing there is none righteous, no not 
one, that all are corrupt, and wholly fo in their nature^ 
give us an heart to pity and pray for all men ; to be 
kind, tender hearted, and foil of bowels of mercy. 
May we be led by what we obferve in others, to turn 
our.eyes inward, and lament our own manifold defeCls 
fince we are all of one blood, and all inherit the fame 
evil nature. * 

Finally, we. commend to thee, O Gbd, who alone 
canft fliew to men in error, the light of foy truth, all 
who deny their natural blindnefs and depravity. O 
hide pride from^ their eyes. Convince them by thy Spir- 
it, and by fetting their evil ways and doings before 
them, that they ought to abhor themfelves, to bow 
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down before thee wretched, and xniferable, and poor 
and blind, and naked, as they are, begging to be made 
partakers of the riches of thy grace in Chriji yejus, who 
came to feek and to faye that which was loft. Hear us 
for his fake, our only mediator.* Amen. 
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On the Perfe flion of the Law* 

The law, with its terms of perfefl 
righteoufnefs and life on one hand ; of difobedience 
and death on the other, is the^ firft thing in the word of 
God, which claims our attention. And till this law is 
known, the gofpel cannot be underftood ; becaufe it is 
a revelation of the way, which God has ordained- to 
deliver linners from the curfe of the law* 

This moft important connexion between the law and 
gofpel, is frequently taught in feripture. Yet- from a 
ftrong averfion in us aft, to confefs our fhame and 
guilt, and from a falfe conftru<ftiori of what is fpoken 
of the law, as if it related to the JewiJh ftate, thi» 
point is fatily overlooked by moft, who call them- 
felves Chriftians. 

To remove fuch hurtful ignorance, I fliaft lay before 
you the perfe6Hon and extent of the law ; the excellent 
benefits which flow from underftanding both its nature 
and defign ; and the pernicious errors which govern 
the mind, till the law is underftood. 

The perfedlion of the law of the Ten Command- 
ments, will be evident from comparing it with all 
other laws, and confidering iti extent* 
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The beft laws of human contrivance are fadly defec- 
tive, becaufe they cannot take cognizance of the in- 
tents of the heart, nor condemn the firft propenlities 
to evil. Their whole force reaches no farther than the 
prefefvation of public peace. On the contrary, the 
law of God forbids, under pain of penalties infupport- 
able, our compliance with the invifible luggeftions of 
evil cGncupifcence, and ftridtly condemns our giving’* 
place, but for aii inftant, to a wicked thought. ^ 

If it be laid the law of confcience is not defective here 
as human ftatutes muft be ; that this going deeper 
ferves as a fupplement to them, and reftrains, where 
penal laws fail. . The anfwer is obvious ; the law of 
confcience is formed by their manners and fentiments, 
with whom we are educated, and conftantly con- 
verle. It muft be of courfe exceedingly depraved by 
cuftoms and prejudices, and on that account an uncer- 
tain and dangerous, inftead of a fufficient rule of adion. 
But the law of the Ten Commandments leaves us in 
ho difficulty, nor under any doubts. We know, whilft 
we are conforming to it, we bbev a rule of perfe6t ri'^h- 
teoufnefs; ' . ^ ^ 

Further, the laws which are eftabliflied even for the 
peace and welfare offociety, are often fevere and dif- 
treffing to fome individuals, nor can human fagacity 
prevent this. The heft laws therefore are thofe^ which are 
attended with the feweft inconveniences. But the law 
^f God is at all times, and in all places, ccjually of uni* 
verfal benefit. The moft exadt attention to it is fure 
to produce the greateft meafure of comfort and peace 
among men. No one can fay with truth, he is in the 
ieaft aggrieved by it ; neither rich nor poor governors 
nor fubjeefts, whilft they regard their true intereft, have 
caufe to wifh the leaft alteration in it. 

To proceed one ftep further, the law or doflrihe, 
which moral philofophers taught of old, and many frill 
profefs to admire above the feripture rule, is little bet- 
ter than deceit^ varnifl^ed over with great iwelfing 
words. It talks of eradicating the paffions, yet neither 
promifes nor intimates fupernatiiral aid ftiall be given 
to accomplilh this arduous work ; the man is felf-fuf- 

K 
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ficient. Befides, inftead of condemning, it encourages 
the worft tempers in the human breaft, for it direds 
us to conquer intemperance, refentment, and revenge 
by pride \ and the fins of the body by thofe of the mind 
that isy it will make men lefs like beafts, by making 
them more refemble devils. , 

' How fuperior the law of the Ten Commandments ! 
which equally condemns every evil temper, and llrikes 
at the whole body of lin, and at every defilement, which 
prevents the perfection of holinefs. 

There is ftill one law more to be confidered, which 
claims.no lefs than the Ten Commandments, the God of 
heaven and earth, for its author, the JewiJk ceremoni- 
al law. Yet when weighed with the moral, it will be 
found of far lefs excellency ; for though of divine ap- 
pointment, it was limited to one people, whereas the 
moral law' extends to all, refulting necelTarily from the 
perfedions of God, and our relation to each other as 
his rational offspring. Befidesy there was only a tem^ 
porary and relative ufe in the ceremonial law : it was 
in all its branches to ferve as. a figure for the tinie then 
prefent. It lhadowed forth, Mejfiah^ the fubftance j 
and when he appeared and had finiftied his work, it 
was to ceafe forever. But the commandments of the 
two tables, are of unalterable obligation fo long as the 
world endures ; and whUft the ordinances did 

myftically refpeA the inner man pf the heart, the law 
of the Ten Commandments emphatically, and without 
a figure^ ordains what its tempers and defires ought 
ever to be. 

The admirable perfection of the law, will appear ftilL 
more manifeft, from briefly pointing out the great ex- 
tent of duty enjoined by the Ten Commadments. 
They are defigned to fecure the honor due to the 
name of God \ fanclify all the powers of man to his 
fervice ; regulate the life and heart in every fituationy 
and deferibe the perfection of holinefs. For though in 
our natural ignorance, feduced too by names of great 
weight in the learned world, and criminally partial to 
ourfelves, we with an air of confidence, conclude the 
Commandments mean no more, than they are uder- 
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ftood by us to mean ; yet our God and Judge, by in- 
terpreting hiirifelf three of the ten, plainly proves eve^ 
ry one of them ^ reaches to the thoughts 'and intents of 
the heart. 

The Firll Commandment re<juires fupreme unrival- 
led love of God ; that fenfual pleafure, honor, riches, 
and every earthly comfort, compared with him, fliould 
be vile in our eyes. The Second obliges us to take 
heed, that we conceive of God as he has revealed his 
own nature, neither adding nor diminifliing any thing ; 
that we worfhip before him fecrctly, and in the con- 
gregation, according to the rule he hath himfelf ap- 
pointed, ofl'ering to him fpiritual prayers, praifes, and 
thankl^vings, keeping at a diftance from every ap- 
pearance of idolatry. The Third Commandment re- 
<}uires us to be mindful at all times of God’s majefty, 
confeientioufly avoiding in our converfation and 
thoughts, every thing favoring of irreverence towards 
him ; that we obferve faithfully the religious profeffion 
- we make before him, and wath the form of godlinefs 
join the power. The Fourth obliges us to lay afide 
fevery w^orldly occupation on the Lord’s day, that the 
worth of the foul, and things of a fpiritual nature, may 
take up our thoughts, and more ftrongly affed our 
minds. The Fifth requires us, as foon as we can 
underftand our duty, to pay a chearful obedience to 
our parents, teftifylng the fenfe we have of our debt to 
them, under God, for life, for much tendernefs and 
care over us in the helplefs ftate of childhood, and 
numberlefs benefits befide. The Sixth, not only re- 
ilrains our hands from murderous violence, but con- 
demns every degree of wrath, hatred or want of love 
in the heart towards men. The Seventh, not pnly 
condemns the w^horemonger and adulterer, but the 
looking upon the face of beauty with impure thoughts, 
as the adultery of the heart. The Eighth, is a barrier 
againft every injurious encroachment w^hich felf-love 
■\vould lead us to make upon our neighbors property 
or rights : it forbids every fpecies of fraud, however 
prevalent, or palliated by plaufihle excufes. The Ninth 
exads from us an inviolable regard to truth, and the 
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f character of our fellow-creatures ; a victory over the 

I tongue, that world of iniquity, the ton^e fo impatient 

\ of reftraint from the law of kandnefs. The Tenth, con- 

demns every covetous wifh, all love to the things of 
the world, and every degree of difcontent at our ap- 
pointed lituation. 

It is evident from this brief account of the Ten Com- 
mandments, that there is not one moral precept in the 
Bible, which is more than an explicit declaration, of 
what in fubftance and intention was before enjoined in 
the law proclaimed by the mouth of the Lordof Hofts 
on Mount Sinai. Our Judge compels us to allow this, 
by explaining the import of the Commandments writ- 
^ ten on the firft table, as requiring us to love the Lord 

1 ] our God, with all our hearty and with all our^ mind^ and 

|| with all our Jirength. In other words, with a love 

I fo fervent, as to delire nothing in comparifon of his 

I ; to regard him as our chief joy in profperity, our 

!! all-fufficient portion in adverfity, and his favor as 

I better than life itfelf ; endeavoring by all our feryices, 

I and all the means which our underftanding can difcoy- 

I er, to bring men to the knowledge and loye of his 

name. 

Thus according to the demands of this fpiritual law, 
you fee all our powers and faculties mull be wholly en- 
gaged in the fervice, and to the honor of God. 

The Commandments of the fecond table, as our al- 
mighty Judge interprets them, oblige us to love our 
neighbor as we love ourfelves, i. e. to pity his mifery, 
compalTionatc his miftakes and infirmities, conceal his 
faults, and exercife every office of kindnefs to him in 
our power. 

From this view of the Ten Commandments, tile law 
appears altogether worthy of its author, wffio loveth 
righteoufnefs, and hateth iniquity ; who is at once 
jealous of the honor of his name* amongft men ; and 
full of tender regard for their prefent and eternal wel- 
fare. 
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C H A P T E R XI. 

The several Uses of the Law. . 

One obvious and excellent ufe, is to 
ferve as a complete unchangeable ftandard of right and 
wrong. Whilft man poffclTed the glory he received 
from his Maker, a law engraven on tables of ftone was 
needlefs, becaufe the graces of his foul were a living 
copy of the law. As face anfweteth to face in the water, 
fo did Adam's unfullied mind, to the will of God. But 
with fallen man the cafe is entirely reverfed. Inftead of 
innate knowledge of truth, man, if left to himfelf, muft 
labor by How and multiplied dedu<5tions to know but a 
fmall part of his duty. His underltanding, is fo defec- 
tive in determining what is right and wrong, that 
things utterly deteftable -in our judgment, who have 
the pure light of the law, were praclifed and approved, 
without one dilTenting voice, in nations moH famous 
for knowledge and arts. A palpable proof, that man 
has no light in himfelf to find out a rule of life, which 
ought to be trufted. It is one grand defign of the law 
from mount Sinai to fupply this want , to deliver man 
from fallacious reafonings about duty ; to demand his 
obedience to a rule of a(^ion complete, though fliort ; 
and which, by virtue of its Author, equally excludes 
all doubt and all debate. 

Another perpetual ufe of the law, is to deter, by 
its tremendous curfe, thofe perfons from finning a- 
gainft God, who difregard more generous motives. It 
reprefents the thunderbolt of divine indignation, as 
litted up and ready to fall upon the prefumptuous' of- 
fender. It brings men under dread of a Judge, who 
^ojill vifit the fins of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation^ w'hilft he keeps mercy for 



The fever al Vfes of the Law» [Sund. 11. 

fhoufands of them that love him^ and keep hh Command^ 
Tnents^ i 

Now, though it muft be confeffed, the inclinations 
of the heart, when reftrained by terrors, remain evil as 
before, yet much mifchief which would follow from 
indulging them, h prevented. Thoufands who abhor 
no kind of villany, yet dare not difturb the peace of 
Society by ad:s of violence, through fear of death. And 
ten thoufands are kept from excels in wickednefs by the 
threatenings, which are the fandion of the law of God. 

To ferve as a ftandard of right and wrong, and to 
deter from tranfgreffion, are ufes which the law of God 
has in common with human laws. Befides thefe ends, 
there are others, which it is defigned perpetually to an- 
fwer. Yet, fo mortifying, alas 1 to human pride, that 
we are brought with great difficulty to allow them. 
The feripture teaches us, that the law was given, that 
every mouth might be flopped, and the whole world 
become guilty before God. It was given alfo to ferve 
as a fchoolmajier to bring us to Chrift^ who is the end of the 
law for righteoufnefs^ to every one that believeth. 

It is plain, from the Infpired apoftle’s arguing, that one 
principal defign of the law was to confound all who 
truft in themfelves as righteous, by fixing on them a 
convidion of fin, defervingi and expofing to endlefs 
mifery. For the apollle diftinguiflies the law of the 
Ten Commandments, from the ceremonial fewijh ones 
by calling it the law written and engraven on two tables 
of ftone. After this diftindion, he calls it the miniftra- 
tion of condemnation, becaufe it binds over every man 
living to fuffer as a criminal, unlefs a facrifice and me- 
diator is found, to interpofe and fave. 2 Cor. iii. 9. 

Left we fhould forget, or evade a fingle declaration 
of this ufeful but ofienfive truth ; or think flightly of 
that condemnation the law brings upon every tranf- 
greflbr, it is called The Miniftration of Death ; it ar- 
raigns and convids all men, and then pronounces fen- 
tence of death upon- them. And left it fiiould be 
doubted whether we are to underftand by death, the 
damnation of hell, or only the diffolution of the body, 
this Uw of the Ten Commandments is called thejirength 
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of fin. That formidable power which binds over every 
unpardoned offender to anfwer for his fins, and tranf- 
mits him, after judgment, to fuffer the bitter pains of 
hell : that power, is the law. , And to decide the point, 
that the grand defign of the law was to prove our 
ruined condition, without redemption by Chrift, be- 
lievers are exhorted to abound in thankfulnefs to God, 
for giving them vi^ofy over this infupportable accufer, 
through ,our Lord Jefus Chrift^ who is celebrated as an 
ineftimable benefador to his church, not becaufe he taught 
as never man did ; or left us a perfect example to 
copy ; not becaufe he came to fave all who truft on his 
arm from a feducing world, and the power of Satan. No, 
but mark witn the utmoft attention the gracious dec- 
laration, becaufe he hath redeemed us from the curfe of the 
law^ being made a curfe for us. Gal. iii. 13. 

Further, God has been pleafed to ufe an admirable 
method for confirming the capital doctrines of his word, 
by recording, an acknowledgment of their truth, from his 
moft: eminent faints. In this ftriking manner we are 
taught that the law of the Ten Commandments was 
given to convince men of their finful ftate. St. Pauly 
by infpiration of God, is directed to relate his ignorance 
pf this grand defign of the law, and the change the 
knowledge of it produced in his mind. I was alivcy 
fays he, without the law once : I thought I was paying 
luch an obedience to it, as, confidering human infirmi- 
ty, muft upon the whole render me acceptable to GocL 
But when the commandment came^ when its meaning no 
lefs than high authority was underftood by mc^fin re- 
. vived<y accufed me with irrefiftible evidence of my guilt, 
and I diedy all my hope of life and falvation from my o- 
bedience vaniflied. I felt myfelf a ruined finner before 
the holy law of God. Arid the Commandment which was- 
ordained to lifey originally defigned to be a covenant of 
life upon perfe6t obedience, I found to be unto death. So 
far from juftifying me, that it annulled every plea I con- 
fided in : fet afide every method I ufed for my relief^ 
and condemned me to death eternal. 

Should it be faid (for what will not men fay, rather ' 
than confefs all their mifery and viknefs) that in the 
palTage above, the apoftle fpeaks not in his own perfon. 
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but in anaffumed character : In anfwer, this apoftle as 
ftrongly exprcffes the fame truth in his Epiftle to the 
Galatians, fpeaking of himfelf, as was never doubtedo 
i, (fays hfe) through the law^ am dead to the law* Under- 
landing now the extent of its demands, and the grand 
delignfdr which it \vas ordained, not to^uftify but con- 
demn every foul of man ; I have done with all depen- 
dence upon it to acquit me from guilt, by any obedi- 
ence- 1 can pay, lam dead to the law-, that 1 might live un- 
to God^ by faith in his Son. 

But as the fpirit of God v/eU knew there \vould ap- 
pear in all ages learned men, highly conceited of their 
own goodnefs, ivho would confine thefe declarations to 
the jewijh ceremonial law, in order to leave room for 
felf-exalting ideas of Chriftian obedience ; to expofe 
this falfe and pernicious conflruclion, the apoftle af- 
firms fuch things of the law he ineans., as in no fenfe be- 
long to the ceremonial law. For the law he means, is 
given to ftop every mouth; and bring in the whole 
world guilty before God. AVhereas the ceremonial one 
will nev'er condemn the Gentiles. He means a law, 
which faith in Chrift ejlablifhes^ the fame faith w^hich 
abolijhed the Je%uiJh law. lb the law- he m.eans, believ- 
ing were dead, but many of them in no degree 

ever fubmitted to the ceremonial One. The law he 
means, the man who obeys fliall live, a?id if the uncir- 
cumcifion keep the righteoufnels fkcrcof his uucivcumcifon 
fhali be counted for cir cumcifion* It is a law which is I'pir- 
*itual, whereas the Levitical law wholly confifted of car- 
nal ordinances. 

There is not one of thefe properties by which St. 
Paul diftinguiflies the law he means., which can ydth 
any truth be applied to the ceremonial one ; therefore, 
the law of the Ten Commandments, and its grand endj 
convidtion of fin, can only be intended in this epiftlc. 
And, after fuch various teftimonies, what clearer ferip- 
ture evidence can. reafon ably be demanded in proof of 
this dodfrine ? 

Before I proceed to explain the other grand defign 
of the law, viz. of bringing finners to feek falvation by 
the grace of our Lord fefus Chrlji^^ it will be ufeful to 
make fome obfervations upon the inexorable nature of 



I 



Cha?. 11.] The federal U/es of the Law. 8i 

the law, againft which our pride and prejudice are ev^ 
cr ready to rife with great refentment. 

You think it very hard, probably, that every reafon. 
able creature of God fliould be under this law. But 
can lefs than perfed: love, and its effed, perfed obedi- 
ence, be due to our Maker ? Suppofe a law given 
which would admit of imperfed obedience : it would, 
then be impoffible to determine what is fin, or what 
not ; for lin is the tranfgreflion of the law. But if the 
law itielf would be fatisfied with fincerity of intention, 
or the beft obedience a corrupted creature could pay 
to it, then how could any tranfgreflion of it, be defin-* 
ed ; Since, upon this fiippofition, it is eflential to the 
law to admit of impeffec^on and fln, under the notion 
uf accepting flneerity. 

Again, could we juftly conclude, that God would 
everlook one tranlgrelTion of his law, why not more ? 
Where then fliall we flop, ? Or who fliall fay^how far 
we may, or may not go with impunity ? And what 
mufl; this prove in the end, but giving man a liberty 
and right to difpenfe with the law of God, at pleafure 
and in effed abrogate the whole ? ’ 

It is a counfel, therefore, every way worthy infinite-, 
wifdom, to publifli a law, the perfed reprefentation of 
God’s glorious holinefs, annexinoj to everv tranfp-ref- 
fion of it, the curfe. ' ^ 

If you fiy, this is giving up all men to deftrudloii 
without exception, you quite miftake the matter. It 
is indeed to prove upon them, that they have deftroy- 
^d themlelves, and can find lalvation only in the "way 
which God reveals. For as he requires obedience alike 
at all times ; and as feripture affirms, that every a6l of 
dif obedience is a forfeiture of all claim to favor, and 
fubjeds us to punifhment; in this extremity what 
mufl: we do ; Where look for hdp ; Can we fay to 
God, have patience with me^ and I Ml pay thee all ? Will 
you venture your foul upon the perfedion of your 
own works ; You dare not. This you fee, at once, is 
giving yourfelf up to deftrudion. Perhaps you will 
iiy to your fincerity^ concluding that God, notwith- 
ftanding the confelied imperfedions of your obedience^ 
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will accept you for your fincerity. But what fcripUirs 
warrant have you to fay, that though God required a 
perfect obedience to his law at one time, men are now 
difeharged from that obligation, and he will accept at 
their hands, what they in their fincerity. offer him, 
though it be moil unworthy of his acceptance and far 
beneath the demands of his perfed law ? The thought 
is heaven-daring prefumption, without efpecial ground 
from the word of God, where you will certainly find 
none for this novel and mifehievous opinion. 

Befides, what do you gain by it, unlefs you could 
aiifwer for your fincerity to that God, wdiofe eyes are 
as a flame of fire, fearching the heart ? For (mark it 
well) if you make fincerity the ground of your accept- 
ance with Him, you muff Hand or fall by it, and on 
pain of eternal condemnation, are obliged to make it 
good without failure or blemifh. So that fUU you are 
upon no foundation for life, folid peace, or comfort. 

What, a merciful contrivance therefore is the law of 
God, as a miniflration of condemnation and death. 
It ads like an engine of irrefiftible force to fweep a- 
way every refuge of lies, in w^hich proud man would 
feek for iafety only to his ^ ruin. It compels all, who 
• underftand and hear its voice, to renounce thofe falfe 
and foolilh pleas for obtaining mercy, which we Biali 
be afliamed to think we could ufe, fo foon as the light 
of truth Mnes into our hearts. 
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CHAPTER XII, 

The same subject continued. 

w E have already confidered the per- 
fedion,and the extent of the laiv. We have taken a 
view of it, as a rule determining our duty in all cafes. 
We have pvodweed ftriptUre evidence, to prove it wasi 
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aho defigncd to humble the pride of man, and convince 
him of his hnfulncfs and ruin. Its ufe extends ftiil 
further, by ading as a fchoolmafter to bring to Chrift. 
No fooner do we' perceive ourfelves cut offfrom every 
hope of mercy, which we were wont to entertain in 
conceit of our goodnefs, innocence, repentance, or fin- 
cerlty, then we fhall flee to the crofs of Chrift, and re- 
joice in the grace of God manifefted by him. A fcheme 
. of marvellous love to man, called in fcripture. The 
nghtcoifncfs cf God without the law,, which is by faith of 
Jcfus ChriJL unto alL and upon all ihe?n that believe. For 
knowledge of the law alarms the confcience, before a- 
fleep, dreaming of peace and fafety, when there was no 
peace. 1 hus alarmed, the ear is opened to hear the word 
of 1 econciliation.and the heart dilpofed earneftly toapply 
lO the Redeerner, as alone able to fave from the infuppor^ 
table and impending mifery, the curfe of the law.* Re- 
peated conflicts arife in the foul, feeling its obligations on 
one hand,to obey the commandment known to be holy, 
jufl,andgood ; and on the Other, its own weaknefs andde- 
pnivity. FIcar in what an afteding manner ^t,Paul Ipeaks 
of this intefline war in his own cafe, vii. 18. Fori 
know that in me^ that is in my fefj^ dwelleth no good things for 
to will is prefent with me^ hut how to perform (as the law re- 
quires) that which is good, I find not ; for I delight in the I mo 
of God in the inner man, but I fee another law in my members, 
warring againji the law of my mind. In other words, 1 
perceive two contrary principles within m.c, one of God 
the other my corrupt nature ; this leading me forward 
to heaven, and approving the fpiritual deVhands of the 
oppofing my progrefs, and rendering it im- 
pofliblefor me to 'fulfil the righteoufnefs of the law 
My foul is the field of battle, where my evil nature con- 
tinually exerts its efforts to conquer. In this cafe 
wnat muff be done, St. Paul inflruds us bv his own 
pradice. He cries out, 0 wretched man that 1 am, who 
jball deliver me ^ from the body of this death ? And then 
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raifes himfelf from every defponding thought by faying 
7 thank God^ that is, for his grace, through^ Jefus Chrfl 
cur Lord. This, this only can and will deliver me. So 
then, with the mind I myfelfferve the law of God, but 
with the flefli the law of fin. 

The law of God is defigncd to bring all, who under- 
lland its nature and believe its high authority, into this 
pungent fenfibility of their own finfulnefs, that they 
may feel, what otherwife they never would, the necefi 
fity of redemption, and fee its glory too ; for by annex- 
ing a curfe to the leaft breach of it, every door of hope 
is Ihut againfi: us, excepting that which God hath pro- 
claimed in the Gofpel. Ine thundep and lightnings 
from mount Sinai^ when they found in our ears, make 
us account ourfelves unfpeakably blefied, in being al- 
lowed accefs to mount the church ranfomed by 
the blood of Chrift. Tor the fcripture hath concluded all 
tinder fm, that thepromife^ which is by faith of Jefus Chri/i, 
might be ghen to them that belie^ve^ Gal. iii. 22. The a- 
poftle, you are to obferve, is proving in this paflage, 
that the law, of which the Jews made their boaft, be- 
caufe delivered from Heaven to them alone, was fo far 
from rendering falvation by Chrifi: needlefs, or inter- 
fering with the grace of God, that, when underftoodj^ 
it firongly afted in fubferviency to both. Since fo 
great are our natural pride and felf-fuificiency, fo flight 
our thoughts of fin, and fo extravagant our conceit of 
God’s m^cy, that if we did not perceive ourfelves con- 
demned by the mouth of the Lord, to fuffer eternal 
death for our trarTgreflions, there is not one of the hu- 
man race who would cordially fubmit to the righteouf- 
nefs of God. Notwithftanding every divine perfedion 
fo brightly difplayed by him in our flefh, and all the 
pains he endured for our fins, and all the tender love 
he has exprefled for our fouls, there is not one of the 
human race who would give to him the honor of their 
falvation, unleis he plainly faw he muft have perilhed 
without him. Our Maker, knowing this to be the 
proud temper of man, has by his law adually fliut us 
up in prifon, as rebels againfi: his government, under 
^ total inability of making reparation for our treafon* 
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He hath done this, that our haughty fpirit being hum- 
bled through experience of our condemnation, we 
might with thanifulnefs and adoration embrace faka- 
tion by the free grace of God, through the redempr 
tion, which is in Jefus, 

One paffage more 1 will produce, full of inflrudion, 
and decifive upon this important fubjea:. The apoftlc 
is eftablilhing the grand privilege of Chrift’s church : 
There is now no condemnation to them that are in Qhrijl 
JUJUS’, who walk not after the JleJh^ but after the fpirit. 
To tliis truth, he knew many would objed ; they 
would fay, how is this pollible ? fince every believer 
falls fhort of perfed obedience, offends againft the law, 
confequently muft be liable to its curfe. He anfwers. 
Believers are delivered from condemnation, by a new 
difpenfation, introduced in the room of the old law, 
w^hich promifes and bcfto\vs pardon, and the gift of 
the Holy Ghoji, the true life of the foul ; for the law of 
the fpirit of life ^ which is in Chriji Jefus^ hath made me 
free from the law of fin and death : that law which con- 
vinced me of fm, and doomed me to fuffer death. 
Glad tidings indeed !' But does not this procedure de- 
prive the law of its due honor, and Ikreen the offend- 
er from his deferved puniihment ? By no means. For 
what the law could not do^ in that it was weak through the 
flejh^ God (to whom nothing is impoffible, has moft 
wonderfully accomplifhed, by) fending his own Son in 
the llkencfs offmfulflefh^ to live among jtnnersy to perform 
the peife<^ obedience due from them, and for fn con- 
demned lin in the flefli, charged and punifhed it wdth 
tiie utmoft feventy in the very nature wdiich was guilty, 
difabled, and ruined. By this amazingly grand ex- 
pedient, he has provided for the honor, and accom- 
pliflicd the obedience due to the law. All this was 
done to lay the fureft foundation, and make the com- 
'pleteft pioviiion for our jullilication : That the righ- 
teoufnef of the law^ both its righteous^ fentence and pre- 
cept, whatever either of fullering or obedience it re- 
quii cd, being fulfilled by Chrift, might he fulfilled in us . ' 
As it was all done in our name, and as He and believers 
are one ;n civil ellimation, for he is their reprefenta- 
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tive ; and one in legal eftimation;, for he Is their furety: 
theirs who walk not after the flelh, feeking jnftifica- 
tion before God by their own righteoufnefs, but, in 
all humility and gratitude, receive eternal life, as the 
gift of God, through Jefus Chrijl our Lord, Rom, viii. 
22 " ■ ■ ' 4 '. 

You have had now placed before you the fcriptural 
account of the nature and defign of the law. Nothing 
but pride, and the doctrines of men calculated to footh 
€hat worft difeafe of our minds, can prevent your ac- 
knowledging, that the law is a divine contrivance e- 
qually promoting^ the honor of God and your own 
comfort in ferving him. Since whilft it allows no pal- 
liating excufes to diminiflithe evil of fin, or flatter our 
felt-love, it opens a way of falvation exactly fuited to 
our very imperfect ftate ; it endears Chrilt to the foul, 
and magnifies and exalts to the highett degree the im- 
putation of his righteoufnefs, a fpecial mercy of the 
new covenant. I thali conclude, therefore, this cl lap. 
ter with a full confutation of a popular miitake of great 
influence on many, keeping them in their prejudices 
againtt the law, and from acknowledging the impofli- 
bility of being faved from its curfc, only by Chrifi 
"Jefus. 

It is obje^ed then, that to teach men, they are ac^: 
cepted of God, folcly on account of the obedience 
•which our Lord paid to it, in his life and death, will 
weaken the obligations we are under to lead a holy 
life. I anfwer it may, no doubt, be thus abufed, and 
from the beginning has been by many. But what is 
it men have not mofl: bafely perverted ? In what liglit 
will you place tiVe patience and mercy of God, to rend- 
er them lefs liable to licentious abufe ? But on this ac- 
count, will you be jealous of thofe perfeeflions as pre- 
judicial to pra<5tical religion ? Or will you deny them, 
becaufe of their fappofed bad tendency ? The tiiought 
is dreadful, and the confcquence univerfal deftruction. 
It is juft the fame, with the deefrine of the law, infer- 
' ring the abfolutc ncccflity of being faved only by what 
the Redeemer has done, and ibflercd. Act in the 
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hme manner with rcfped to both ; maintain the doc- 
trines, deteft and expofe the abufe of them. 

^fides, what will you gain in favor of practical re- 
ligion, by giving up this fcriptural account of the law ? 
You will only fet men at liberty to frame a law of 
their own, as in fad they do, fubverfive of all fear and 
love of God, or fubjecHon to his authority. But that 
the fcripturedoclrine of the law as a miniftration of 
death, conipelling us to flee to the Redeemer for par- 
don and fpiritual life, has' any bad tendency, is utterly- 
denied by the apoftles, and all who hold the truth as 
they did. Shall we continue in fin, that grace may a- 
bound ? Do we then make void the law by faith ? Yea, 
eftablifli the law. This is their conftant reply to 
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^1 who arraign the dodlrine as licentious. Indeed it 
IS chofcn, and found by experience the only fuccefsful 
means of turning the heart to God in love. Its gen- 
uine operation is to bind us to him in everlafting bonds 
of gratitude, and willing obedience. It fays, know 
your guilt and weaknefs, your defert and danger ; think 
what you are bound to by the law, and what mull be 
your end, if left under its power ; then view the lov- 
ing kindnefs of God, in giving his own Son to fulfill 
all righteoufnefs.^ Is it poflible to fin againft fo much 
goodnefs ? Granting it is, you muft allow fuch a repre- 
fentation both of the juftice and ir«ercy of God (if any 
thing as a means can) will awake in men a thought of 
returning to God, bend their ftubborn will, and make 
them hate iniquity. 

Moft unreafonable, therefore, is it to charge this 
doctrine, -with condemning all men to deftruftion, 
who will not confefs their finfulnefs, and feek to be 
faved through faith in Chrifl: only, as a doctrine which 
relaxes the obligations to obedience, or in any degree 
favors licentioufnefs. 
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The Dangerous Mistakes, which, through IgnoR' 

AKCE OF THE LaW, GOVERN OUR MiNDS. 



If you know not the perfection, na^ 
ture, and. end of the law, you will fatally miftake your 
real character before God. For if you kave fallen into 
iio infainous tranfgrellions, but been efteemed for your 
regular conduct, how can you confels yourfelf a con- 
demned criminal, merely becaufe you have come fliort 
in duty, or have offended in many points of little mo- 
ment in the opinion of the world ? For as the knowl- 
edge that iudgment is come upon all men to condem- 
nation is only by the law ; of confequence, unlefs you 
allows finlefs perfedtion your bounden duty, and on 
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advantages pf a good education, the bleffing of God^s 
reftraining grace, ^ and make ereri that virtuous behav- 
ibr wWch has gained you cfteem, prove a. greater ob- 
ftacle in the way of your falvation, than even grofs 
wickednels prov^ to many ; for grofi wickednefs car- 
ries its own condemnation with it. It has a tendency 
on the firft' lucid interval, to excite confeflion of gtint 
and cries for mercy. Whereas a behavior more regu- 
lated by ^e Commandments, when the law is not under- 
ftood, does but miniftei* fuel to felf-fufficiency, and felf^ 
applaufe. Hence we read continually of the Scribes 
and Pharifees juftifying theinfelves. Many of them 
were very regular in their lives, decent and formaUy 
i-eligious. Therefore, being ignorant of the law, they 
could fee no need they had either of repentance or his 
grace, who caine to fave that ,which was loft, Exadtiy 
in the fame falfe eftimate of your condition, you mull 
cont^ue through the fame ignorance, and either auda- 
cioully contradicl feripture declarations concerning the 
guilt and apoftacy of the human race, or^equivocate a- 
bout them, tiU you have reduced them to a mere no- 
thing. , 

On the contrary^ when, in the apoftle’s ehiphatic^ 
language,/>b^ commandment has Jain you, you will confefs 
without hefitation, all your fmfulnefs. And whatever 
fnares you may have efcaped by good education or re- 
straints of grace ‘ and whatever .efteem.you have gained 
amongft men, ftiU you wiU know thefe advantag^ alter 
not your ftate refpeaing God. Though inndcent~:of 
thole iniquities which abound in the world, you arc 
iievcrthelefs a tranlgrelidr juftly liable to eternal pun ifh - 
ment, if dealt with according to your deferts. Happy 
conyiaion of guilt, ^feharging in the confcience,' ui 
Baptift s beneficent office of old, preparing the way ' of 
the Lord, and rendering his name and falvation inefti- 
mably precious. 

2. Ignorance of the law encourages hateful motives 
ot O^dience. By creation the bleffed God has an inde- 
^ahble claim to all we have, and our intire fubje<ai6n. 
ihis claim he has. inforced by exprefs command in all 
things to obey him. He has added alfo the ftrongeft 
commendations of an obedient ipirit, and j^omifed to it 
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an everlalHng reward. But a moft ungrateful perver- 
fion is too* general!^ made of thefe gracious declarations 
and promifes, till the law is underuood. And what o- 
feedicnce is paid to the comfnandments, is paid upon 
principles, which render it odious In God’s fight. For 
inftance, fomc regard the precepts enjoining liberality, 
and will feed the hungry, and clothe the naked, and re- 
joice the widow’s heart, in order to atone for fenfuali- 
ty, faying, Blejfed are the liierciful^for they Jhall obtain mer- 
c\\ Others are confeientioufiy true to their word, and ‘ 
faithful to all their engagements ; flattering, themfclves 
that, fuch integrity will make pride and profan enefs in 
them -^fily overlooked as venial infirmities : for the 
righteous l.ord, fay they, loveth righteoufnefs, and a juft 
weight is his delight. A third and worfe fort, if pofll: 
ble, multiply exercifes of devotion in commutation for 
injulHce and infiheerity, malice and covet oufnefs, con- 
fiding in all the promifes made to prayer and godlinefs. 

From fuch hateful motives docs that morality, humani- 
ty, and faife devotion, of which thoufands are fo con- 
ceited, fpring. Notions, which prove they have no- 
fenfe of the finfalnefs of fin upOn their minds, whicli 
footh their pride by exalting the value of polluted obe- 
dience, arid which even encourage tmnfgrefiion, by fup- 
pofirig we have it m our power to make compenfation 
for it. Yet offenfive to God as this miftake is, nothing 
can overturn the foundation which fupports it, but ’ 
knowledge of • the law, which denouncing a curfe on 
every thirigfhott Of fintefs perfedTon, leaves no.grounci 
for this vain imagination by rejecting with dreadful' 
menaces all human attempts to atone for a fingle viola*- 
tiorr of duty, it leaves no poffibility of dreaming that o- 
bedierice in fome or many iriflances can make fatisfac- 
tion for the want of it in others. It compels the little 
finner to corifefs himfelf infolvent nOlefs than the great- 
eft ; and that riothiiig can admiriifter relief in his cafe, 
which is not equal to the demands of the law, and will 
riot be accepted by it, i. e'. the righleoufnefs and blood 
of Chrifi yefus our Lord. 

S. Though you may poflibly be free from the grofs 
and Common error of fancying fome fins will be over- 
looked iri theblaze of many virtues, ftill through ignp- 
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ranee of the law, you will impioufly conceit that your 
perfonal righteoufnefs and Chrift’s obedience, have e- 
qually weight with God, ad in the fame capacity, and 
by their joint influence procure your falvation. Many^ 
in fad^ under a fl:rong fenfe of religion, do thus dan- 
ger oufly deceive themfelves. They endeavor to do 
their duty in mortifjdng their lulls, and leading a de.- 
yout life. On this account, tliough confefledly guilty 
in many points, their own goodnefs they are conn4ent 
will contribute to recommend them to God, and what 
is wanting, the merits of Chrifl: will make up- Of con- 
fequence, fo long as they fall into no groCj fin, but con- 
tinue regular, honeft, and attentive to religion, they are 
fatisfied they have done their part, and that fuch wprtli 
is in their fincere, though iniperfed obedience, a§ wil| 
procure them acceptance with God^ 

This reiined error, mnfulpeded of danger, keeps full 
poifcilion of the mind, till fwept away by knowledge of 
the la\y. Yet no error can' abound morev/ith felf-con- 
fradidion, or affront to God. \Yith palpable felf-coii- 
tradlciion, finc(T it fuppofes that at the very time you 
confefs yourfelf under the guilt of fin, for many omif- 
fions and defects, there can be ftill excellency enough a- 
bout you to obtain fiivor with God: that even whilfl: 
confcience accufes and the law condemns you as a /inner ^ 
your righteoufnefs will have confiderable influence in 
making recQndliatiqn for you. Palpable contradidion .1 
to confefs yoitrfelf guilty and implore pardon, yet ex- 
pect to be favorably regarded for your works and life, 
lo implore pardon, implies that you caff: yourfelf at the 
feet of mercy without any plea, but what is drawn en- 
tirely froip God. To truft at all in your own obedience^ 
as a coadjutor with Chrifl, certainly implies a high de- 
gree of w orth in what proceeds from yourfelf, 

Belidcs, by holding this error, your alfront to God, 
is as notorious as the contradiction iq which it involves 
you. According to this fcheme, the glorious Redeem- 
er undertook our ranfom only to render our deficient 
duties meritormus, and our fins inoffenfive. ' His life, 
lacrificc, ami mediatorial undertakings ferve only as a 
pedeflal on which human worth may fland exalted anc| 
recommended. According to this fcheme, the pardoq^ 
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of rebels againft the Moft High, and the reception of 
leprous finners into the bpfom of Heaven (effe& great 
indeed !)are owing to the work of our own hands, and 
the virtues of our o^na charafter, in conjun^on ^^th^ 
Chrift. 

Can a greater affrpnt be pfifercd to that divine good- 
nefs, which interpofed to fave us, when we were loft, 
than thus %o divide the caufe of our acc^tancc between 
Chrift and ourfelyes ? What more daring oppofition to 
God the Father; who hath given Chrift for his falvation 
to the ends of the earth, than to tfuft in Our own obe- 
dience as having a partial influence to procure it for 
Ourfelves ? What more plain deni^ of fcripture, which 
appropriates the falvation of finners, from firft tolaft,to 
the praife of the glory of Cod’s grace in QBrift Jefus h 
Compare this felf-cialting dodlrine with Jfdtah*s lublimc 
account of the combat and conqueft of the Redeemer, 
and then conclude how injurious to his honor it r* uft 
be, to confide in your own works as coadjutors with 
him. ^ ^ 

The prophet, in furprize at the appearance of a moft 
majeftic perfonage, alks. Who is this^ that coineth from £• 
dom^ with dyed garments from Bqzrah f From the country 
and capital of the impla!cable foes to the Jfrael of God. 
The Redeemer replies, Itbat fpeak in righteoufnefs^ migh» 
iy to fave. The prophet then renews his enquiry, Where^ 
fore (if thou ar-t come not to deftroy, but lave) art 
thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments tike him , that 
treadeth in the wine fat f The Redeemer anfwers, / have 
trodden the wine-prefs by myfelf alone. Infinitely too great 
in my pdw^r to w'ant an affociate, and infinitely too 
jealous of my honor to accept of any afliftant \ of the 
people there was none with me : the falvation of finners is 
my a£I alone in every part ; yours be all the benefit, 
mine the w^hole gfory, IfaL Ixiii. 1—3. 

The infpifed penmen uniformly teach the fame doc- 
trine. Yet fo pleafing to the human^ heart, is the 
thought of afluming a fliare to ourfelves in the grand af- 
fair of our falvation, that nothing but the knowledge 
of God’s law, can make the attempt appear in its full 
abfurdity and provocation. This indeed. wiJk becaufe 
it fixes with the greateft: cxafbiefs the office of good 
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works, and the place pf human obedi^ce. The law 
will not fuffer you to confider the moft confeientioiis 
courfe of obedience in any other fight than as- a proofs 
that you believe with godly fmcerity, the' ddi^tful 
truth, that Jefiis purged away your liris by the iacrifice 
of himfelf 5 for which ineftimabk benefit, yOu love him, 
you keep his commandments, you abhor thofe fins 
which caufed him to groan, and bleed, and die. 

To think and live thus, is Chri/Han obedience of a 
quite (fifferent complexion from what every other kind 
of religion can produce. This is to ufc the law lawful- 
ly, not as interfering with the Redeemer, or fhading 
his glory by encouraging expedation of life from kee^ 
ing the commandments, but as a dear revelation of th? 
infinit# demerit of fin, and the abfolute need of Chrift’s 
interpolition, llho is the end ih^ law for rigbieoufuefs^ t$ 
every one that believeth, 

4. Self-preference and conceit of perfonal perfeddon 
in the faints, maintain their ground in men, ignorant 
of God’s law\ The Ilighteft obferver of human nature, 
will foon perceive our ruling paffion is to have the pre- 
eminence in aU things. Hence not only beauty, Wealth, 
learning, or noble birth, but even Ipiritual attainments, 
become ftrong temptations to pride. Of old we find 
numerous party amongft the Jews, confcious of their 
fuperior goodnels, crying out, Stand by thyfelf, come not 
near to me, for lam holierjhan thou, Ifai. IxV. 5. 

The fame perfons judged it imppflible the chief of lin- 
ners flioiild be pardoned, and treated them with difdain. 

1 hat proud fpirit is not extind:, but governs .many at 
this day, who (land diftinguifhed for ftrid: religion. To 
purge out this leaven of the Pharifees, the law is of fov- 
ereign ufe. To tefi thofe who highly eftet m themfelves 
for their religious excefienci^s, that they owx them all 
to God, is not faificient. The Pharifees allowed it, yet 
took much complacency in themfelves on that very ac- 
count. Neither is it fufficient to remind them, that 
many blcmilhes cleave to and defile their beft fervices, 
fo that they have no pretenfions to felf-efteem. R>r ' 
thefe things they will place to the fcore of human infir.: 
mities, ftill proudly (killing in their own minds on the 
manifefi di&rence betwixt themfdlves and othexx But' 
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then you lay the ax to the root of this evil-tree, when 
you convince fuch felf-conceited profefTors, that after all 
they have received or dopej they are not only imperfe^, 
but loji^ if dealt with according to their deferts. Since 
they no more than the vileft felon can fayi, they have 
continued in all things written in the book of the.law, 
confequentiy they have incurred its curfe ; and pjsrpet- 
ually want as much as any upon earth, the blood and 
righteoufnefs of our Lord Jefus Chriji^ for their juftifi- 
cation. 

Thus felf-efteem and felf-preference in every ftate, and 
in every foul of man, is excluded. Since whatever 
difterence there may be between finners refpe<^ng dc~ 
grees of guilt, or excellency, the law fuffers no man liv^ 
ing to imagine, he ftands accepted ydth his Maker, on 
account of his own good life or temper. 

5. The conceit of perfqnal perfedion alfo in the faints 
(that offspring of fpiritual pride) is owing in part to ig? 
norance of the law. For fucli polluted creatures a‘s we 
are, after our highcft, attainments^ could never poflibly 
dream we were free from all charge of fin, if we knew 
the full extent of our duty, what in every inflanee and 
on all occafions, the law’ requires. That we are comman- 
ded not only to ferve the Lord, but to ferve him with 
all our ftrength ; not only to love our neighbor, but 
to love him as ourfelves, and demoJi/iratc we do both by 
every word, defire, temper, and thought ; in Ihort, that 
it requires us to live up to the very height of that adoi a- 
rable example fet before us in the man Chriji ‘UkI 

be to the full as holy as he was himfelf fince he only ful- 
filled the perfect law. Who can know this, and fay 
there is no iniquity in me ? Who can know this, and 
not readily acquief'ce in that very humbling confeflion 
infpired by the holy Ghoft. There is not a jiid man upon 
earthy that Iheth and finneth not ?■ If thou. Lord, jhouldjh 
mark iniquity, uho Jhall Jiand?- But there is forgivenefs 
withjhee{to^ 2 Xiy needed by every child of Adam,) that 
thou mayji be feared*. ^ 

.From what has been advanced, it is evident, if you 
defire to be a believer in the Lord Jefus' ChriJl upon' ra- 
tional and found cohvidlion, you muli'acquaint yourfelf 
with th^nature and defign of the law God fpake from 
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o GOD, glorious in holinefs, jealous of 
thy honor, yet full of mercy. Thou haft given us a law 
h#Iy as thyfelf. Give us, we befcech thee, die knowl- 
, edge of its perfeftion and defign, that we may utterly] 
ceaie from every expe<ftation of efcaping the punilhment 



mount Sinaiy as explained and enforced in Holy Writ.. 
Then, like a faithful mirror, it wijl give you to fee all 
your poverty and linfulnefs.; It will make the mercy of 
God in Chrifi Jefus appear as great, and neceffar^^and 
glorious as the Bible declares k is. Then you vili live 
by faith in the Son of God, pleading with all humility 
at the throne of grace, his facrifice and perfecf righteout 
neft, the fure and only foundation of hope towards 
God. 

And as a Son, who, through folly and extreme bafe- 
liefs of mind, has brought himfelf into a ftate of difeafe 
and ruin, , duly affeded with his condition, will moft 
thankfully acknowledge the kindnefs of his loving par- 
ent ; who, notwithftanding all, receives him home, and 
embraces him \\dth love unfeigned. So the fight of your 
own finfulnefs, manifefted by the. law, will excite in you 
intenle defires to live to God, who had compafiion 
on you, and Ipved your perfon, when not one fingk fea- 
ture of comlinefs w'as about you, and, in the midft of 
much inherent depravity, loves you ftili. Thus thofe two 
univerfal and naighty principles of dkbbedience, felf-con- 
ceit and felf-efteem, wftl be expelled, and a rational hu- 
mility, the excellent ground of every fruit of righteouf- 
nefs, wall be fecured. Convinced beyond a doubt, that 
if judgment be laid to the line, and you were called up- 
on to anfwer in every article of duty, according to what 
you owe, you muft be found exceedingly wanting ; yoU' 
w'ill adore, love, and obey him, who hath redeemed yoif 
from the curfe of the law, by being made a curfe for 
you, to an eternal inheritance. 
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due to our trsinl^elliGn, by our bbedknce. O let the 
time p^’fuffice td 'have be^ fo iong ^ve without the 
law. Now may we place all our lippe of acceptance 
with thee, ^ that fure found^ipn thou haft laid in <S/ow, 
on that tried dhief corner-ftone, the crucified Jefus, O 
may this great, this cmly ^ful^er of thedaw, be always 
our -peace, our fightebufnefe^ all biir (alvation^ and all 
our defirei Him may we Idvie and ferve ; and always 
rejoice, knowing, that w'hilft the righteoufnefs of the 
law f^thi^he man who doth thefe things lliall live by 
them ; the righteotlfnefs of faith faith, if thou ftialt cbn- 
feft with thy mouth, the Lard yefus^ ^itid fliait -believe 
in thy heart that God hath raifed him from the dead^ 
thou- ftidt be laved: 

And the nearer the alMecifiye hour approaches, when 
we niuft give account of ourfelves to-G6d, fo much the 
more iiiay we long td be 'found not under the law but 
under grace ; not having our own righteoufnefs, which 
is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
Chrift, the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith ; that 
to. the confufion of all the enemies of our fouls, it may 
appear in the prefehce of men and angels, that we arc 
pafled'from death to life, and fiiall not come into con- 
demnation; ' 

'We befeech thee, O God, to have compaftipn upon 
all who 'have religious zeal, but without knowledge; 
who being ignorant of thy righteouihefs, are going a- 
bout to eftablifli their own, and have not fubmitted 
themfelves to the righteoufnefs Of God. Give them to 
know, they never can find peace or fafety Upon any 
foundation they can lay with their own hands, for the 
bed is Ihortef than that a man can ftretch himfelf on it, 
and the covering narrower than that he can 'wrap hiin- 
felf in* it. Lead them to the rock that is higher than 
therrifelves, to the Lord our righteoufnefs. 

Finally, we entreat, that thou wouldft convert from 
their pernicious error, all who wreft the^ Infinite purity 
6f thy law, to their pwn deftruftion. ,Who not only re- 
jeft it as a covenant of work^ but as a rule of life ; 
ift their mad and impious fouy, defpife and deride th^ 
holinefs, without which no man mall fee the Lord. 
Teaeh thcm; that the law is good, if a man ufe it lawful- 
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ly. Convince them, that all who are dead to the 
law, by the body of are married to another, even 
to him that IS raifed from the dead, that they ihould 
bring forth fruit to God. 

Hear and anf\^r, O King of Heaven, thele our requefts, 
for the fake of Jefm Chriji, the righteous, our advocate’ 
and the propitiation for our fins. Amen. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ascertained from 
' Scripture Testimony. 

;..n . n.- page of , fcripture,.ex. 

cellent things are fpoken of the power of faith.' And 

whatever fome may boaft of their fliining deeds, and 
meritorious virtues, extolled for their good effedis in 
lociety ; ftiU fo long as the authoritv of the Bi hlf re- 
mains, it is a decided point, that to be without' faith in 
Limit, is to be actually expofed to the wrath of God. 

!-• ought molt carefhUy to inform 

himfelf wh^ is the nature of this fundamental grace. 
Ihe plaineft and Ihorteft method to determine fo im- 
mattery I apprehend, wih be to afeertain what 
r ’ , ? commended by our 

Chri/i for their faith in him, and in what they offend^, 
whom he rebuked for their unbehef. When thefe two 
points are fixed, the nature of faith will be fo far laid 0- 
pen as to prevent erroneous opinions concerning it 5 and 
deliver ferious minds from that perplexity, vi’Mch, aimidft 
continual difputes about faith, they find it difficult to 

examiple, I fhall felefr to determine pfecifely 
the nature of frith in the Lord Jefm Cbmji,hs the CetaL- 
noM mentioned, Mat.mn. Warmed with benevolence, 
and touched with fym^thy, for an affliaed fervant in 
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his own family, he earncftly applied to the ‘ Redeemer, 
begging him to take pity on the cafe, and heal his fer- 
vant, whom he had left grievoufly tormented with the 
palfy. The faith \vhich infpired this requeft, though 
perfedly known to was not to the furroimding 

multitude. They could not fay, w^hether he might not 
come, glad, as one in a defperate cafe, to catch at any 
thing for relief. Our Lorci, therefore, replies to him in 
fuch a manner, as he knew would bring forth full proof 
of his faith : He faiths / will come a?id heal him. But the 
amiable modefty of this great believer, will not fuffer 
him to think of the honor of receiving fuch a gueft un- 
der his roof. He anfwers, therefore, that it was whol- 
ly unneceffary for Jefus to trouble himfelf to come. Speak 
the word only, and my fervarit Jhnll be healed. Adding, 
that he was not lefs'alfured of Chrift’s power over all 
bodily difeafes, both to inflicl; and remove them at his 
pleafure, than of his own autliority to command his 
foldiers. 

When- Jefus heard it he marvelled r at the infinitely 
grand and juft idea, which this captain conceived 

of his power, who was in outward appearance the poor- 
eft of men. .To make his faith therefore moft confpic- 
uous through allages, and at the fame time precifely de- 
fine the nature of faith, by which cvei*y member of the 
church is faved, Jefus. faid unto the 7 ii that followed. Verily 
I fay unto you, I have not found fo great faith, no not in Ifra- 
el. And I fay unto you, many Jhall come from the Eajl and 
the Weft (partakers" of the fame precious faith, you now 
fee exercifed towards me) and jhall ft down with Abraham, 
and Ifaac, ami Jacob in the kingdom of Heaven, 

But the faith of this Centurion,.^^t!i^ neither more nor 
lefs than abfolute dependence upon Chrift, as able, to 
heal his fick and dying fer van t. , Confequently at all 
times, and in all perfons, true faith in Chrift, is the de- 
pendence of the heart upon him for continual help in all' 
our need. * ^ 

This is again ftrongly confirmed by the memorable in- 
ftance of. the Canaariitifto woman. Hearing that Jefus 
was in the country bordering upon her abode, flic came 
unto him, faying, Have mercy upon me, 0 Lord, thou Son 
$f David, My daughter is grievoujly vexed with a devil. 
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■But, contrary to his behavior in every other cafe, he 
anfwere'd her np.t a word. Atui his difciples be- 

nevolent in appearance than their divine Matter) came 
.nrid bef ought hini^ f^yltig^ fend her a^ivay^fcr Jhe crieth 'after 
us. Regard her, anguijh^ arid grant her requejl. In his 
.reply, he, feenis abfolutely to refufe her. requett, giving 
Ipr a reafon, >that liis ininiftry was tobe confined to the 
fews, 4,nd wh^. again intreated by -her, he adds, in ^a 
.ttill more- difeouraging tone. That it was not meet for him 
to difplayjjis mercy amongfi the Heathen^who, by their idola- 
try^ and other detef able pollutions^ were become like dogs be- 
fore God, Thh^he wtts to ex.ercife towards If rael only ^ the 
children of .God by covenant andprofpjfton,' 

' J Jie woman replies, Truths Lord^yet the dogs . eat of the 
crumbs which fall from their niaflersl table. Permit nic 
;only to ttiare the .pifivilege, which dogs enjoy in a fainily. 
Amidtt the plenty of miraculous cures bellowed by thpe 
fnael, thy childreii,;drop one on me, a poor dittrelTed 
Heathen^ by which, ad of beneficence, tliey v/ill fufferno 
more lols^ than the children >of a family by -a fey/ 
.crumbs call to the dogs. ' ^ 

Then Jefus arfivered^ 0 woman, great is thy faith, be it 
unto thee even as thou wilt. Mat. xv. 21. Put what was 
her faith ? A patient, refolute, invincible trutt for relief 
upon^ the grace flic knew dwelt fo richly in him, notwith- 
ttanding the grca.tett difeouragements to trutt any longer. 
This, therefore, no lefs clearly than die former *'inftance 
determines, that faith in f^fus Chrift .precifely means 
leliance of the heart on hini for help and deliverance.' 

The fiiult charged on thofe, who are rebuked .by him 
for unbelief, proves as ttrongly the fame thing. In St. 
Maik we read, that our Lord, fatigued with his abund- 
ant labors of love, fell afleep as he was in a fhip with his 
difciples. A florm in an inttant arifes. Now the raging 
billows tofs them up to the clouds, then, parting, let 
them fink till they are almoft buried in the deep. °The 
difciples exert, in vain, their utmott fkiil to manage the 
vettel. ,The waves fill her, that £he was beginning to 
finjc, when giving themfelves up for loft they ran flirfek- 
ing out to Jefus, Majler^ majier we perifo. Their crie.s 
awoke him. He inftantly rebuked the winds and the 
iea, and there was a calm. Ininiediately he turns upon 
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his difciples with this rq)roof 5 Why are ye fo fearful ? 
How is it that ye have no faith f Mark iv. 88. ^ - 

' In this iriftance, want of affurance in the power of Chrifl: 
to fave them, even when deftniction had opened its jaws 
to fwallow theni up : apd a doubt of his ability to gath- 
er the ftormy \wnd in his filij and bind the raging flood 
from citrerflowing them, when' they w'ere all but 'over- 
whelmed in the fea. ‘‘ It was \}m which our Lord rebukes, 
as a demonftration of their unbelief. ' And very juflly 
too, fince after the wonders they had feen him do, and 
hispromifes of love to them, they ought to have known 
his power could deliver them in the time of their diftrefs, 
though the veflel had foundered, and^fave them all as 
he afterwards did one of their number, by making them 
walk on the waves as on folid land. “ 

To avoid being tedious, only one inftance more lliall 
be produced, but decifive on the point. 

In St. Mark^ch, ix. ^ve read that a father in anguifli 
for his fon, pofleffed with a devil, brought him to the 
apoftles that they might heal him. ' Upon finding them 
unable, he, difpirited by the remembrance of his dear 
child’s long continued mifery, was afraid this cafe might 
furpafs alfo the power of Jeftu tp cure. 'The father^ there- 
fore, faith unto him, if thou canft do any thing, have compajfmi 
on us and help us, fefus faid unto him, if thou carfi believe, 
all things are pojfible to him that believeth, i. e. depends upon 
my all-fufficient power. And Jiraightway the father cf the 
child cried cut, and faid with tears. Lord I believe, help thou 
my unbelief. Now I can truft in thee as able to help me. 
With fliame J lament the remaining unbelief which I 
feel ftrugling againft me. O forgive it, and take it all 
away. Thoroughly cure both me and my fon ; me of 
my fpiritual, him of his corporeal difeafe. 

I know not a Angle inftance in the New Teftament 
either of faith extolled, or unbelief reproved, where the 
nature of this fundamcnt 2 il grace is not precifely fixed to 
be the affiance of the foul in Chrift, for help, and deliv- 
erance.' * 

Should it be laid, the Centurion and Canaanitifh wo- 
man Ihewed their trujl ; the difciples in the tempeft, 
and the diftrelTed father, their unbelief, m things tempo- 
ral ; therefore, they are not proper examples to deter- 
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C u A P T E R XV. 

The Extent of Faith in Christ. 

This reaches as far as our neceilities, 
of which a particular knowledge is needful ; and the ufc 
of faith to obtain afupply for them all, being confidered; 
wc lliall have as ample and diftin£f a view of tliis grace 
as can be given. 

Compare then your life, the tempers, defires, and pur- 
pofes of your heart, with the law of God, the rule of 
your duty. Accufations againft you will immediately 
pour in from every fide. Each commandment^ as Chrift 
himfelf explains it, charges you with innumerable fins 
of comnufiion or omifSon. God and* your owncon- 
fcience tell you that your offences have not been’ merely 
miftakes, and inadvertencies, but provoking exprefliohs 
of unbelief, pride, felf-love, and felf-will, rebelling agairff 
his governmentr 
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mine the nature of that faith, to which the falvation of 
the foul and eternal life are promifed :* the anfwer is 
obvious ; difference in the nature of benefits implored, 
certainly infers no difference at all in i the principle of 
faith by which they are earneftly fought., Noah built 
the ark ; Abraham offered his fon ; and M^/efteemed 
the reproach of iChrifi: greater riches than- all the trea^ 
fures of Egypt y ff oni one and the fame principle of faith. 
The acts though totally different in kind, were the. glo- 
rious effed of one fingle caufe. 

In -like manner, whether reliance on' the power of 
Chrift, be for deKverance in things fpiritual, or tempo- 
ral, from wants in number lefs or more, it is ftill the ve- 
ry fame temper pf heart, exercifing itfelf on the - fame 
glorious objedt. 
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To believe in the Lord Jefus Chrijl, is under heart-felt 
grief for all this finfnlncfs, and in abhorrence of it, to 
depend on his blood, as the only propitiation, which 
God hath fet forth for fin. It is to -ule only this plea, 
the blood of Chrift cleanfeth from all fm. It is in ftea-" 
dy reje^Iion of every hope built upon your own good 
qudities or repentance, or limply the mercy of God, to 
place your whole confidence in Chrift, made fin, though 
he knew no fin, that all who believe on his name, might 
be made (in fpite of mountainous obfiades, difmayino- 
to behold) the rightcoufnefs of God in him. It is under 
confeioufnefs of perpetual defilement in youffelf,and in- 
finite purity in God, to regard Chrifi: as your paflbver, 
and his blood your whole f^fe-guard from deferved 
wrath, as the faithful Jfraelites of old fprinkled the blood 
of the Lamb on their door, as their protection from the 
deftroyer. ^ ^ - 

Equal in degree to your^ guilt, you will confels is 
your ignorance in things fpiritual. That your appre- 
henfions of God are exceeding low ; your conceptions 
of his law, fin, and your own demerit, all deplorably 
wrong ; that numberlefs prejudices remain in your heart 
againft the truth ; and an inordinate afledion to earth- 
ly things, weakening the impreflions, which things eter- 
nal ought conftantly to make on your mind. 

In thefe circumftances, faith in the Lord fefus ChriJL 
means dependence upon him, as one able to enlighten’ 
your underftanding,'and leciire you from all the deiu- 
fions of your own falle realbnings. It is to look up to 
him for inftrudion, who came into the world, that all 
who believe in him fliould not walk in darknefs, but 
haye the light of life. It is with the fimplicity of a child 
to believe juft what he tells you is the truth, witliout a 
murmur, or a doubt. It is every day, as abfoluteiy to, 
depend on the teaching of Chrift by his word and Ipir- 
it, as pupils do on the lectures of a profefibr moft fa- 
mous for knowledge in his fcience. 

Earneft endeavors to obey the commandments of God, 
without which external religion, and a fober behavior 
are vain, will foon convince you of your own weaknefs. 
You will feel your nature violently prone to evil, and 
. defires of your heart, often fliam^ful. You will fee 



103 



Chap. 15.] The Latent of Taith in Chrijl^' 

yourfelf furrounded with temptations to tranfgrefs, and 
many ftrong difcouragements againft paying obedience 
in all tilings to your Maker’s will. You will foon find 
it is a work far lurpalling human power to alter the 
courfe of nature, by bringing back that heart to God 
which has been alienated from him ; by making your 
will, almoft lawlefs before, bow in all things to his right- 
eous commands : and after having walked in the paths 
of felf-indulgence, ' as the only paths of pleafure, to op- 
pofe its fuggeftions, and in humility bewail them. Yet 
this inward change alone is true holinefs, alHhort of it, 
partiality and hypocricy. 

Acquainted then with the nature of true religion, you 
will earneftly enquire how you lhall be ever able to per- 
form your duty ? Faith in Chrift, is dependence upon 
him in thofe circumftances, to purify your heart, to 
give you vidoiy over every corruption of nature, a blelF- 
ing no lefs to be defired, than pardon of all fin. It is 
' daily to make application to him, in alTurance that lie is 
able to fave your foul from the tyrany of beloved luft^, 
though all other methods ufed, have utterly failed ; and 
that he will fan^iify you wholly, make you entirely 
de\^oted to himfelf, and preferve you blamelefs in undef- 
flanding, foul, aifd body. 

Thus far the extent of faith in Chrift refpecfs'our con- 
dition here. But as this life muft very foon end, when 
either the difmal effeefts of uncancelled and unconquered 
fin,' muft be eternally endured, or the unfearchable bleff. 
ings of redemption be fully enjoyed : in this view, faith 
in the LcYd'Jefus Chrift^ enlarges itfelf, by firmly depend- 
ing on his love for an abundant provifion when earthly 
comforts fail and prefent objects ceafe. It refts affured 
on his naked word, that your feparated fpirit fliall not 
wander defolate in the unknown world, nor your dead 
body remain forever a prifoner in the grave ; on the con- 
trary, that the one Ihall be raifed and faftiioned'by him 
into a perfect refemblancc of his own glorious body ; and 
the other, be admitted into that blefled kingdom, where 
his infinite wifdom and almighty power, make the blifs 
of his faints exceed all we can imagine.. It is in habitual 
expectation of death, to commend your Q)irit into his 
hands, knowing he is able to keep that which you have 
. committed unto him unto that day. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Great Advantages from receiving Chri/Vs even Definition cf 

Faith in his Name, 

Several feripture inftances have been 
produced above, of thofe our Lord commended for 
their faith, or reproved for their unbelief, proving it 
means a conftant dependence upon his power and grace 
for relief in all our need. In this chapter I Ihall point 
out the great advantages of receiving this definition of 
faith, and being eftablilhed in its truth. ' 

This definition of faith in Chrift is eafy to be under- 
llood.by all mankind, and in its very nature excludes 
every abufe of faith, whilft it gives comfort and affur- 
ance to the mind, and aferibes to Chrift that glory in 
the falvation of finners, vdiich is fo fully aferibed to 
him in the word of God. 

Men of learning frequently condemn the laying great 
ftrefs on the dodrine of faith, as very perplexing to 
thofe of ho education. They tell us, after aU we can 
fay about it, common people will be ftill at a lofs to con- 
ceive what faith in the Son of God means. Could this 
obje(ftion be made good, it would overturn the whole 
credit of the gofpel ; bccaufe it perpetually inculcates 
faith as the root of all excellencies, and affirms the want 
of it, to be the death of the foul. AvA certain it is, that 
whatever is of fuch moment to the falvatioii of all, muft 
be level to the capacity of every one who will diligently 
attend to information. But wffiat place is there for this 
objedfion, when the idea of faith in Chrift, means only 
conftant dependence upon him, to receive wifdom, 
right eoufnefs, fancftification, and redemption ? Are not 
the poor as well acquainted to the full, as the learned 
or rich, vdth the nature of promifes, and the confidence 
they deferve, when given by men of integrity and pow- 
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cr^ ? Is the meaneft capacity at any lofs clearly to con- 
ceive,' that children who would learn, muft entirely de- 
pend upon their teacher ? Or that infolvent debtors 
muft go to prifon, or ftand beholden to fome'furety or 
fome adl of grace ? That thofe who cannot refift their 
enemies in their own ftrength, muft feek for defence to 
one mightier than they ? By transferring thefe very 
common ideas to the Redeemer, you have^a full diftind: 
idea of faith in his name. And fuppoling the grounds 
for putting your whole truft in him fuch, as all may e- 
qually perceive their force, (a point which will be prov- 
ed hereafter,) then no one can fay with truth, there is 
any obicurity in the nature of the faith Chrift requires, 
or its immoveable foundation. 

2. The fcripturalidea of faith in Chrift, as a conftant 
dependence on him for wifdom, righteoufnefs, fandifi- 
cation, and redemption excludes all abufes of the doc- 
trine of falvation by faith. That many and grievous 
ones fliould prevail, is not ftrange, ftnee the incompara- 
ble bleftings promifed to it, work like fo many bribes 
upon our felf-love, to make us deal diflioneftly, and in 
want of the reality, embrace a counterfeit. But all 
falfe notions of faith, when compared with the above de- 
linitioh of its nature, ftand at once deteded and ex- 
poled. 

For inftance, fpeculative faith Is apt generally and fa- 
tally to deceive, without fufpicion. When a learned 
reafoner has compared the glorious prophecies of Chrift, 
with the events which prove their exad accomplilliment ; 
has canvafled his miracles and dodrine, till his convic- 
tion of the truth is complete ; this- learned reafoner, 
probably, will be very confident he is a true believer in 
Chrift, though his ruling paflions utterly difgrace his 
faith, and give all witnelfes of his example, caufc to think 
his religion contemptible. 

To convince a man of this fort, that he fliamefuUy 
impofes upon himfelf by calling his knowledge and af- 
fent to evidence, faith in Chrift, will, I grant, be diffi- 
cult.^ Yet fo far as means can be of ufe to effed the 
convidion of fuch deplorable felf-abufe, it muft be proving 
that his acquaintance with feripture prophecies, miracles, 
and dodrines j his ready acknowledgment that Jefus is ^ 
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the Chrijl ; and alacrity in defence of his gofpcl againft 
the whole army of infidels, flill leave him upon the f ame 
ground, where all hand who defpife revelation, i. e. juft 
as much a ftranger to any daily dependence upon Jefus 
Chrijl ; that he, no mere than impious fcoffers, humbly 
looks up, as a poor, ignorant, helplefs, finful creature, 
for relief of his necefiities, to the ali-fufTicient Savior. 
Confequently this fpeculative, learned, felf-fatisfied be- 
liever, may perceive that faith in the Son of God, which 
the feripture requires to the faving of the foul, is a thing 
' entirely different from giving affent to tjie gofpel as the 
' truth of God. The latter may be given by the vileft of 
men in all their villany ; the former can be poffeffed 
Only by the humble and contrite in fpirit, who long af- 
ter true liberty and the falvation o£ God. 

By the fame way of trial, another deteftable abufc 
of faith in Chrift, to which love of fin inclines us all, 
will be fully detefted. No fooner was the name of Chrift 
preached to the Heathen world, and glorified by the con- 
verfion of vaft multitudes, than Satan, jealous of his 
own empire, prevailed over a large body of. profefling. 
ChrtjVtans^ to boaft that they had faith, and were com- 
plete in Chrift, whilft they lived in contempt of his au- 
thority. They loudly vaunted that Chrift’s righteouf- 
nefs was theirs, while they defpifed, difdained, and, with 
‘ infernal malice, hated holinefs, the image of God. In 
every revival of Chrift’s religion, the fame accurfed^ror 
has revived with it ; what is faid of envy refpecting 
great merit ? 

Envy’s the fhadow, proves the fubftance true, holds< 
good in this point. Wherever the true gofpel is enfor- 
ced, this dreadful abufe of it vdll certainly make its ap- 
pearance in fome degree . . r • i 

This delufion, very properly called Anthiomian faith, 

from its avowed eppofition to the control of Goa s 



*St. i^aul^ St. James, St Peter and St. John faw this deteftable perverfion 
gospel grace, and give, in all their eoiftied, an antidote agaiHft its poiton. 
In Germany and E'ghnd, fometime after the glorious Reformation, the in- 
fernal delufion ofAntinomian faith fpread much. 

licentious abufe. from being a reafon for not preaching the doCtnnes ot 
■race. But it is aconftant call upon Chrift s minifters, clearly to explain, 
and by a fcriptural idea of taith, guard their people; and expofe the devicet 
•f the wicked. 
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law, can find no reception, nor ever be mifiiaken for 
faith in Chrift, as faith means conflant dependence on 
him for wifdom, righteoufnefs, fandlification, and re- 
demption. Becaufc nothing can be more oppofite to 
this difpofition of mind refped:mg our Savior, than the 
blaiphcmous falfiiood that are to depend upon him 
for no communications of grace. Nothing can be more 
contrary to the faith fo extolled by his own lips, than 
the infatuation which le:yis you to conclude you need 
not look to his power, for victory over every evil and 
corrupt defire. Nor can any thing fo elfecfually abolifli 
all intercourfe between the Redeemer and the redeemed, 
than fo to interpret the efficacy of his divine obedience, 
and precious blood, as if no purification of the foul was 
needful. This licentious notion, in its very nature, ab- 
folutcly excludes all application to the Redeemer, confe- 
quently all dependence upon him. However then, ma- 
ny may vehemently contend for this notion, as the only 
■pure Faith, it certainly l>as ^not ojic fingle property of 
fcriptural faith in Chrift. 

4. Jt is common to mlftake opinions received only 
from education for faith in Chriji jefus, Ingroffied by 
earthly purfuits, mofi: men feel not the importance of re- 
vealed truth. They take therefore the national religion 
for granted be it what it may, and regularly conform 
to all its inftitutions. After having done fo, for a courfe 
of years, they abfurdly take, it alfo" for granted, that no- 
thing lefs than true Chrlftian faith could have kept them, 
fo long worffiippers of God, without ever calling the 
doctrines of the Bible in queftion : whilft the fact is, 
grofs careleflhefs, fcnfuality, or immoderate application 
to bufinefs, or love of money, would never fuffer them 
to think religion a fubject deferving ferious attention. ^ 

If you interrogate fucli deluded, but confident form- 
alifts, whether they were ever painfuliv convinced of 
their natural ignorance of God, gieat guilt, and deprav- 
ity of heart before him ? Whether they are wont with 
grief to confefs the provocation of their fins, the power 
of their evil tempers, and in the view of both, depend 
on Jefus alone to fave them leading queftion s 

will at once lay bare the lies which they . make their 
refug-e, und prgve that what they cV:l fftth in Chrift, ii 
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nothing but vain and defpicable credulity, founded on 
education and the traditions of men. 

Further, if you alk any one of thefe felf-fatisfied form- 
alifts in religion, who aflume to themfelves the name of 
believfers in Jefus, why do you think yourfelf in a fafe 
ftatc ? He will anfwer, that he has uled his beft endeav- 
ors to lead a good life, and that God is merciful and 
knows our frailty. Ah anfwer which flatly contradicts 
the feripture. That^ fo far from teaching us to exped 
pardon merely becaufe God is merciful, or. we endeav- 
or to lead a good life, proclaims Chrift’s death on the 
crofs a fubftitute for finners, is the one only poflible 
means of reconciliation wdth God. So far from intima- 
ting that our unaflifted endeavors will fucceed, it com- 
mands' us conftantly to feck the Lord and his ftrength. 
Judge, therefore, what a mere delufion is the faith of 
formalifts in religion, fince it leaves them ignorant how 
their fins are to be pardoned, or vidory over them ob- 
tained. 

5. There is ftill another miftake about the nature of 
faith in Chrift, w»^hich this plain fcriptural idea of it dif- 
covers, and, without encouraging floth or. formality in 
religion, refutes. Men of the befl: intentions, and with 
hearts warm for the good of fouls, have reprefented 
faith in Chrift to be a particular revelation to every in- 
dividual believer, the moment he does in truth believe, 
whereby the forgivenefs of his fins is made felf- evident 
upon the force of inward feeling only. 

That the blefled God can imprefs on the mind fo ftrong 
a ferJe of pardon, as to make his dear obedient children 
certain of their falvation, none but thofe wilL doubt, 
who take upon them to limit the mercy and power of 
the Almighty, and preferibe to his wifdom. That in 
many inftanccs, He is pleafed thus to manifeft his name 
and love, none can difpute who have known the lives 
or deaths of the excellent among his faints. By this, 
martyu'S have been able to fing in the flames : by this, 
thoufands are kept faithful to God and duty'^, amidft 
feoffs from the formal, and infults from the profane. 

Indeed, menmuft iftftrangely undervalue the* falva- 
tion of their fouls, ana the love of God, \yho can reft 
fatisfied, till they krx>w their fins are forgiven. ^ Never- 
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thelefs, it is one thing the joy of pardm \ another, 
to know you depend upon the Lord JefusChriJi only^ for 
pardon and fupply of all your wants. One thing to ex* 
ult in God’s love to your foul ; quite another, to call 
upon him, who is exalted to bs a prince and a Savior, 
to give repentance and remifiion of fins to all who be- 
lieve in his name. And to fay, real faith in him, can be 
eridenced no otherwife than by feeling an immediate 
teftimony of pardon, is as grofe a miftake, as to fuppofe 
no credit can be given to the written promife of a friend 
any longer than you hear him enforce it with repeated 
declarations of his affection for you. In every other 
cafe this would argue violent diftruft of the promife- 
maker, how then can it be the only teft of faith in Chrift ? 

It was needful here to guard againft this miflaLke of 
the nature of faith in Chrift,, becaufe when the power 
of religion revives, many lay too great a ftrefs on the 
knowledge of forgivenefs of fins, through the force of 
an inward feeling ; many make it their whole bufinels 
to feek the proof of their pardon in fuch fenfitions, not 
from tlie written v/ord explained and applied by the Ho- 
ly Ghoft, and fpeak as if nothing was worth acknowl- 
edging as a graciods gift from above, whilft men are 
ftrangers to iiich an evidence of their pardon. Others 
(we muft own with grief) have by this miftake dread- 
fully impofed upon themfelves, in taking a ftrong emo- 
tion of joy for faith, though ignorant of' the evil of fin, 
and ftrangers to all humiliation for it. In the fame mif- 
takc a third clafs have been overwhelmed with terrors, 
and led for a long time cruelly to pafs fentence upon 
themfclve, as perfbns concluded in unbelief, and with- 
out Chrift, at the very time they were depending upon 
him as all their falvation. , Confcquently, according to 
the feripture idpa of faith, were true believers. 

Another great advantage arifing from this fcripiurc 
definition of faith in Chrift is the eJlahUd^ment of believ- 
ers in peace. Chrift promifes to ail wiio receive him, 
more tiian an equivalent in this world, fv)r' every thing 
they may lofc or fuffer for his fake, and eternal life in 
the next ; afluring them that reconciliation is hi Kie for 
tlieif Iniquity ; that they are without cerding, the objeris 
of God’s care and love, and the heirs of elorv. But aiTur- 
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nothing but vain and defpicable credulity, founded on 
education and the traditions of men. 

Further, if you alk any one of thefe felf-fatisned form- 
alifts in religion, who aflume to themfelves the name of 
believ’ers in Jefiis, why do you think yourfelf in a fafe 
Lte ? He ^.dll anfwer, that he has uled his beft endeav- 
ors to lead a good life, and that God is merciful and 
knows our frailty t An anfwer which flatly contiadi<fls 
the feripture. That^ fo far from teaching us to exped 
pardon merely becaufe God is merciful, or- we endeav- 
or to lead a good life, proclaims Chrifl s death on the 
crofs a fubftitute for tinners, is the one only pomble 
means of reconciliation with God. So far from intima- 
ting that our unaflifled endeavors will fucceed, it com- 
mands us conftantly to feck the Lord and his ftrength. 
Judge, therefore, what a mere delulion is the faith of 
formalifts in religion, fince it leaves them ignomnt how 
their fins are to be pardoned, or vidory over them ob- 

tained. , ^ 

5. There is ftill another miftake about the nature ot 
faith in Chrift, which this plain fcriptural idea of it dif- 
covers, and, without encouraging floth or formality m 
religion, refutes. Men of the beft intentions, and with 
hearts warm for the good of fouls, have reprefented 
faith in Chrift to be a particular revelation to every in- 
dividual believer, the moment he does in truth believe, 
whereby the forgivenefs of his fins is made felf-evident 

upon the force of inward feeling only, . _ . 

* That the blefled God can imprefs on the mind lo Itrong 
a fenfe of pardon, as to make his dear obedient children 
certain of their falvation, none but thofe will doubt, 
who take upon them to limit the mercy and power of 
the Almighty, and preferibe to his wifdom. That in 
' many inftanecs. He is pleafed thus tb manifeft his name 
and love, none can difpute who have known the hves 
or deaths of the excellent among his faints. By this, 
martyrs have been able to ling in the flai^cs : by 
thoufands are kept faithful to God and duty , amidft 
fcoff*sfrom the formal, and infults from the profane. 

Indeed, menmuft ^ftrangely undervalue the lalv^ 
tion of their fouls, and the love of God, who can reft 
fatisfied, till they kri>w their fins are forgiven. ^Never- 
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th clefs, it is one thing the joy of pardon \ another,, 
to know you depend upon the Lord JefusChrifi only^ for 
pardon and fupply of all your wants. One thing to ex- 
ult in God’s love to your foul ; quite another, to call 
upon him, who is exalted to bs a prince and a Savior, 
to give repentance and remifiion of fins to all who be- 
iieve in his name. And to fay, real faith in him, can be 
e\udenced no otherwife than by feeling an immediate 
teftimony of pardon, is as grofs a miftake, as to fuppole 
no credit can be given to the written promife of a friend 
any longer than you hear him enforce it with repeated 
declarations of his affection for you. In every other 
cafe this would argue violent diftruft of the promife- 
maker, how then can it be the only tefc of faith in Chrift ? 

It was needful here to guard againft this in;* flake of 
the nature of faith in Chrift, becaufe when the power 
of religion revives, many lay too great a ftrefs on the 
knowledge of forgivenefs of fins, through the force of 
an inward feeling ; many make it their whole bufinejfe 
to feek the proof of their pardon in fuch fenfations, not 
from tlie written vr ord explained and applied by the Ho- 
ly Ghoft, and fpeak as if nothing was worth acknowl- 
edging as a gradoils gift from above, whiift men are 
ftrangers to Inch an evidence of their pardon. Others 
(we muft own with grief) have by this miftake dread- 
tully impofed upon themfeives, in taking a ftrong emo- 
tion of joy for faith, though ignorant of the evil of fin, 
and ftrangers to all liumiliation for it. In the fame mif- 
lakc a third clafs have been overwhelmed with terrors, 
and led for a long time cruelly to pafs fentence upon 
themfclvc, as perfbns concluded in unbelief, and with- 
out Chrift, at the very time they were depending upon 
him as all their falvation. Confcquently, according to 
the feripture idpa of faith, were true believers. 

Another great advantage arifing from this feripture 
definition of faith in Chrift is the efiablifi^meni of believ- 
ers in peace. Chrift promifes to ail wlio receive him, 
more than an equivalent in this world, for' every thing 
they may iofc or fuffer for his fake, and eternal life in 
the next ; afiuring them that reconciliation is msde for 
their iniquity ; that they are without ceafing, the objefls 
of God’s care and love, and the heirs of glory. But aflur- 
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znzt that thefe blefiingsbelong to any particular per- 
fon, depends wholly on the certainty, the perfon pcirelT- 
cs of having true faith in the Son of God. If this 
point be brought into doubt, his peace departs, his com- 
fort dies away ; becauie all the promifes of God’s fpe- 
cial love, belong to them alone, who are in Chrijl Jefus, 
It is no doubt with any member of his church, wheth- 
er a true believer is accepted of God. But the* doubt 
ib cruelly perplexing to ferious minds, and chilling to 
their hopes, is whether they are believers or no. ^ In 
order then to fccure to thb faithful, that peace which 
the word of God declares, they have a full right 
to enjoy, the evidence which proves the rteality of faith, 
mull be both clear and permanent. Of this perfect kind 
is the evidence which accompanies a lively dependence 
on the Lord Jefus Chrijl^ to fupply all our fpiritual wants. 
No one can poffefs it, without being confeious he dees 
ib ; for it implies an intimate interefting connexion be- 
tween • Chrift and the foul ; a knowledge of him affect- 
ing the heart, and full of influence, a daily and perie- 
vering application to him. Whoever therefore lives in 
this dependence upon Chrift, might as rcafonably call in 
queftion, the reality of what pafles between himfelf and 
iiis friends on earth, as whether he is a believer in Jefus, 
This is an evidence alfo no lefs abiding than clear : becaufe 
dependence upon Chrift, and application to him, do not 
vary as fpiritual confblations do. hTo behe\ei returns 
to the love of fin, after having called with for row and 
deep humility, upon the Redeemer to deliver him from 
its curfe and power ; nor revolts to a legal truft in him- 
felf as righteous, after having cordially fubmitted to the 
righteoufnefs of God. By confequence, one a6fually in- 
volved in gloom, and tormented with fear, left he fliould 
have no part in Chrift, becaufe he feels no tranfport, or 
is troubled with doubts, will be able (when he knows 
the nature of faith) to prove himfelf a believer, by prov- 
ing his whole dependence for falvation is on Chrift alone. 
And from an eftablifliment in this truth, the very joy 
whofe abfence he was mourning wilhfpring up,flourifti, 
and, like' a fragrant flower in its proper foift ‘yield a de- 
lightful odor. He will be able with the higheft fatis- 
fa(ftion to fay. In tks Lord^s zvord will I rejoice^ inthe Loi d s 
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Befides, a6Hve truft on the Lord Jefiis Chrlji for prefent 
fupply of our wants proves from its fuccefs an abide-r 
ing fource of affurance to the mind, which poiTefles it. 
For every linner firft exercifes truft in the Redeemer in 
a neceflltous condition. He would never caft himfelf a 
fupplicant at his feet, could he be fafe without his protec- 
tion, or fatisfied without his peace, Upon.fuch application^ 
the promife of God engages that the things afked for, 
ftiall be received. • Accordingly, when you depend upon 
fefus^ as your prophet, very foon wifdom from above 
will be given to you, and an underftanding of the v/ay 
of life will in fome meafure be bellowed. Very foon 
the world, ftn, and your own heart, will appear to you 
in a new light ; God in his perfections, his works, and 
gofpel, will be feen exceedingly glorious, and your grofs 
ignorance of the Father, Son, and Spirit, will be removed. 
A witnels this in yourfelf, that your dependence on fefus 
has not been in vain. 

In like manner, when firft awakened, your confclence 
was full of fears, and you could have no comfortable com- 
munion with God ; but by dependence on the merit of 
Chrift’s blood, you have acceft to God with confidence. 
So ftrength and power to deny yourfelf for fefui*s fake, 
and the change of a lawlefs will into meek fubjedion (an- 
other immediate effect of dependence on Chrift,), proves 
to demonftration, that you have aftually received wlnt 
is promifed to the faithful. 

It muft be added, that this conftant dependence on 
our Lord Jefus Chriji for fupply of all our wants, 
and deliverance out of all our woes, aferibes to him fuch. 
glory in our falvation, as the feripture exprelsly de- 
clares he fliall receive from his church. 

This will appear from confidering a few remarkable 
palTages in the Old and New Teftament concerninc: 
Chrift. ^ 

In the feventy-fecond Pfalm, it is foretold of the Re- 
deemer, that when his name fliould be preached. Prayer 
Jhall be made to him continually^ and daily jhall he bepraifed ; 
a glorious prediction indeed ! which ^ can receive its ac- 
compliftiment only by the continual dependence of the 
church on Chrift, for wifdom, righteoufnefs, and 
ftrength, and continual gratitude and praife to him foi: 

’ fuch fupplie». 
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yaiah abounds with cmphatical declarations of the per- 
petual a^ance which the church fliould place in Chrift. 
He exprelfes the converfion of the Heathen world to the 
true faith thus. The ijles Jhall voait upon me^ and upon . my 
arm Jhall they truji. The fame prophet relates the Re- 
deemer’s grand proclamation, where majefty and mercy 
appear in their brighteft forms. His proclamation runs 
thus. Look unto me^ and be ye faved^ all ye ends of the earthy 
for I am Uody and there is none elfe, I helve fvorn by my f elf 
the word is gone out of my mouth in righteoufnefsy and jhall not 
reiurny unto me every knee floall boWy every tongue Jhall fwear. 
Surely Jhall onefayy in the Lord have I rightecufnefs and 
Jirengthy unto him Jhall men comcy and all that are incenfed 
againji hiniy Jhall be ajhamed* In the Lord Jhall all the feed 
of Ifrael be jujiijiedy and in him Jlsall they glory. Ifa. xiv. 

Here the Son of Godprefents himfelf in all the glory 
of his divine perfon, and all the elHcacy of his grace; as 
the objed of faith, and the author of falvation. Look 
unto mCy fays he, wretchedy ruined tranfgrejfors ; Lock unto 
me dying on the crofs as your vi6lini / not by your ownjirength 
or virtue y but by dependence on mCy beyefavedy cleanfed from 
guilty reconciled to Lody rejeued from the dominion of Jin. 

Do you aik, who are invited to partake of this inef- 
timable benefit ? All the ends of the earth y people of every 
nation under heaven, of every ftation in life, of every 
condition, and of every character, not excepting the chief 
of finners. 

Do you alk, is it poflible that in a way fo lliort, fo 
fimple, merely by dependence on Jefus Chrijiy innumer- 
able millions lliould be faved ? It is not only poflible, but 
certain, ybr I am God y therefore all-fuffi.cient to fave all 
who come unto me, be the multitude ever fo great, or 
their cafes ever fo defperate. And befides me there is none 
other. Such is my compaffionate call. And this is my 
inviolable decree I have not only fpoken, but / have 
fworn by myfelf the word is gone out of my mouth in righteouf 
nefs ; that word which relates to the grandeft of all fub- 
jecls, and the moft important of all interefts, is planned, 
adjufted, and unalterably determined — ^It fliall not re- 
turn, neither be repealed by me, nor ffuftrated by any 
other. To me every knee Jhall bow : every foul of man, 
io order to inherit eternal life, fliall fubmit to, and de- 
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authentic and full reprefentation of faith ; to degrade 
the iinp^tance of Chrift to his church ; and greatly 
obfcure, if not abolifii his glory. For to fuppofe it is 
Chrijiian faith to allow Jcfus was no impoftor in what 
he taught, or even that his death was a vicarious facri- 
fice for fin, is to give him very little glory, in compari- 
fon of maintaining uninterrupted dependence upon 
him. In one light, he appears only'like a common bene- 
fador to whofe paft generous^ deeds and toils we ftand 
greatly indebted. In the other, he is our continual fup^ 
porty of whom we may fay in triumph, The Lord is my 
light and riy Itfe^ whom then Jhall I fear ? The Lord is the 
Jirength of fiiy Ufcy of whom then Jhall I be afraid ? 

The New TeHament perfedly concurs with the Old, 
to place Chrift in this^ glorious point of view before us. 
St. Paid and St. Peter reprefeht the faith of the. Chrijiian 
church as the fame inceffant dependence upon the Lord 
Jefusy which tlie feveral parts of a lofty temple bear up- 
on its foundation, Ephef ii. 21. 1 ii. 4. They a-' 
gain explain this dependence by the union which the 
members of the body have with the head, Ephef iv. 1 5. 
whilft Jefus himfelf compares it to the union fubfifting 
between the branche^s and the vine.- 

But none of thefe feripture iniages are ufed with pro- 
priety or truth, unlefe by faith in the only begotten Son 
of God, be meant heart-felt dependence on him perpet- 
ually, for gracious influences, bleiiings, and faivation. ^ 

It is necdlefs to add more feripture proof.^ But it is 
/of the higheft importance, that you examine yourfelf, 
where the ftrefs of your dependence for the welfare of 
your foul, reils ? Where are you looking for pardon, 
llrength, comfort and fanaification ? Is it to your own 
repentance, endeavors, prayers, and good qualities, or 
through them all, to the exhaulHefs treafury, God has 
provided for poor, guilty, helplcfs men, in the perfon of 
the Savior? Bleffed are you, if you have a teuimony in 
your confcience, that lamenting your natural ignorance 
and blindnefs, you call upon the Lord to enlighten your 
mind, and to give you a diftincT: effeduai perception of 
the great things which concern your everlafting peace. 
Bleffed are you, if feeling your utter inability to ftand 
acquitted before God, by your reformation, duties,, and 
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prayers, you have no hope but in what Chrift has done 
and fufFered. Blefled are you, if afflided with the 
ftrength of your corruptions, and longing for more love 
to God and man, you depend upon Chrift to work this 
divine change in your mind. This is to believe in the 
only begotten Son of God, without partiality arid with- 
out hypocrify. This is a dependence which the word of 
God declares (hall never be confounded. The giver of 
every good and perfed gift beftow it Upon you, if you 
poftefs it not : and if you do, increafe it ftiU more 
abundantly. 



f idled to the preceding Chapters on Faith in Chrift, 

Glory be to Thee, O Lord and heav- 
enly Father for laying help upon one mighty to favc : 
one chofen from amongft the people, and for command* 
ing us to place our whole afiianee in him. 

But thou knoweft, O Lord, our pride and unbelief ^ 
how unwilling we are to confefs our fmfulnefs, or make 
application to him, who alone can deliver us. Give un- 
to us grace to believe on the name of thy only begotten 
Son : to draw nigh to thee, depending only on his a- 
toning deadly and meritorious right eoufnefs, as our 
whole fafeguard from the wrath to come. Fill us with 
folid peace and lively hope towards thee, through our 
faith. Though confeious of daily defilement in our- 
felves, and infinite purity in thee, may we have boldnefs 
tp enter into the holieft, through the blood of Ghrift, 
and cry unto thee Abba^ Father. 

May we know our need of inftrudion in righteouf- 
nefs ; and in reading thy word and in prayer; depend 
upon Chrift the wonderful counfellor, to reveal to us by 
his fpirit, what is for out profit. Help us againft our 
vain conceit of wifdom and underftanding in ourfelves, 
that we may draw nigh to Chrift, to anoint us with 
cye-falve. Rev, iii. 18. that we may receive our fight, 
and be made wife unto falvation. 
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And as thou, O Lord God, knoweft all our weaknefs, 
and our enemies are open in thy fight, may our fouls be 
flayed upon thee, affured that thou wilt come with a 
ftrong hand, and thy arm fhall rule for thee. .Inftead 
of yielding to doubts and fears (ever ready to alTault us,) 
may we cleave with full purpofe of heart to our head 
and Redeemer, and be flrong in the Lord and the pow- 
er of his might ; walking uprightly, working righteout 
jiefs, and in ail things adorning our profelfion. 

We pray for the fpirit of wifdom and revelation in 
the knowfedge of thy Son, that his power, love, and all« 
fufficient mediation may be our chief joy, and richefi: 
treafure ; that when the trying hour of qur diffolution 
draws nigh, and natural life^ with all its comforts, is a- 
bout to ceafe forever, we may know- in whom* we have 
believed, and that he is able to keep that which we have 
committed unto him, and to fave us for his own name 
and truth’s fake with an everlafting falvation. / 

We beg thefe bleffings, O heavenly Father, in depend- 
ence upon our only Savior, fe/us Chrifi^ who liveth 
and reigneth with Thee, and the Holy Ghoft, one God. 
Amen, 
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CHAPTER XVIi; 

The Foundation of Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

O OD, who, in infinite grace, planned 
the method of falvation through Chrift, has not only 
commanded us to believe in him, but, from the entrance 
of fin into our world, he began ‘ to reveal the glory of 
the Redeemer, on whom we are to trufl. 

This teftimony is the rational immutable foundation 
of Chrijiian faith. And from this ample, infallible tefti- 
inony which God hath given of his Son, I fhaU prove 



Chaf. 17.] in tbe Lord yefus Chrijf* II 7 

there is no part of our mifery -as finners> tor ivhich an 
all-fufficient remedy is not proyided in the perfections 
which Jefus poffeffes, and the offices he executes. 

Every man, it has been fliown above, is chargeable 
with the fin of rebellion againft bis Mafter. Confe- 
quently, every man Hands expofed to the curfe of God’s 
violated law : and no fooner do we ceafe to diipute with 
hini about the juftice of his plaineft declarations, 
we confefs ourfelves guilty, and in danger of eternaJfE]! 

The firft queftion then, of utmoft moment to be re- 
folved, is this, what fufficient warrant has a finner and 
a rebel, when he calls upon the name of Chrift, to de- 
pend on his blood as a propitiation for fin, in the fight 
of God ? 

The anfwer returned by the divine record to this 
queftion, is fufficiint to give ftrong confolation to the 
moft guilty, who in earneft feek acceptance with their 
Maker ; for the divine record difplays the infinite maj- 
efty of Chrift. Jn the hegmning the WORD was with 
Gody and the WORD God, All^ things were made by 
him^ and without him was not any thing made that was 
made^ John i. 1 — 3. By him were all things created^ that 
are in heaven^ and that are in earthy vifthle and inwfible^ 
whether they be thrones^ or dominions^ or principalities^ or pow- 
ers^ all things were created by him,, and for him^ and he is be- 
fore all things^ and by hwi all things corfifi^ Col. i. 16, 17. 

On account of this original glory, when the Redeem- 
er came into our world to fave that which w^as loft, 
though he w^as in appearance but a weeping babe, bom 
in a liable, and laying in a manger, yet at that moment 
the father faid, Let all the angels of God worjhip him. For 
though • abafed in this myfterious manner, he is God 
manifeft in the flefli, the creator of of angels. He is 
Emmanuel, God witli us. 

In this character, drawn by the Holy Ghoft, behold 
the proper objeCt of every ruined finner ’s dependence. 
See with what reafon you are commanded to confide in 
him, who at the very time his appearance in the likenefs 
of our finfiil flefh was foretold, and his glory proclaimed 
by the prophetic herald in this magnificent ftyle. Unto 
us a child is born^ unto us a fon is given, and the government 
Jhall be upon his fhoulders, and his name fhall be called won- 
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derfuU counfellor^ the MIGHTT GODy the e^erlqfling Fath- 
er y the Prince of Peace. Ifai, ix. 

Had the Lord of Hofts only declared, that one of fuch 
infinite majefty would be favorable in any degree to fin- 
ners, and plead for them with the Father, that they might 
be forgiven, this would hav-c juftified our dependence 
upon him. For a Redeemer, poffefied of infinite perfec- 
tion muft be a fit objeft of confidence to the foul hum- 
blel^or fin, fuppofing he had been pleafedto declare his 
merciful difpofitioh towards it. But Chrift has done 
much more than limply declare his good will to the 
children of men. The depth of his humiliation, and the 
pains of his death, are coldy allonilhing proofs of his 
love. And the fame infallible record, which teaches us 
that the Redeemer is our God, afiurg us, that from zeal 
to manifeft in the higheft degree the aivine wifdom, ho- 
iinefs, and grace ; and from pity to a ruined world, he 
was content to liye and die a fubllitute and furety for 
finners. 

In the fiilnels of ^ime, according to that counfel of 
peace between the Father and Son, recorded in the for- 
tieth Plalm, the Savior, who is Chrift the Lord, was born 
into the world in the body prepared for him by the pow- 
er of the Holy Ghoft. But inftead of the appearance 
which the carnal fews wilhed him to affumc (a conquer- 
or over ail enemies to his nation,) he was counted as no 
man. And though men in the loweft ftations have gen- 
erally the feweft troubles, his cafe was the reverfe, the 
reverfe of the grandeur of princes, and the tranquility of 
the vulgar. Pre-eminence in the multitude and weight 
of his forrows, and the vfry firft place amongft the op- 
preffed, was his only external diftin<ftion. Yet a man 
of low condition in the midft of troubles may have a 
high charaifter, at leaft an untainted one : but yefus made 
himfelf of no reputation ; he bore that vile chara£fer be- 
fore men, which man bore before his Maker, the horrid 
character of a blafphemer : nay he ftooped ftill lower, 
and not only ftood as a criminal at the bar of PilatCy but 
appeared fuch by imputation in the eyes of God. And 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. Malefac- 
tors are charged only with the crimes they have done, 
ajid with only a few of thofe. The feripture deferibes 



I 



Chaf. 1 7.] in ihe Lord Jefus Chrift, lit 

this unparalleled fufFerer, as Oppreffed with the innumer- 
able and abominable crin^of multitudes, like fands 
upon the fea Ihore, and witflall the fins of each individ- 
ual in thofe multitudes. A weight much more terrible 
to fuftain, than we are able to conceive j though we know 
this, that the curfe of the law was a weight fufficient to 
crufli a world : for when legions of angels, who excel 
in flrength, abufed that ftrength againft the law, it funk 
them from the higheft heaven to the lowefi: hell. 

Jeftis undertook to bear this weight. He was made 
fin^ i. e. a fin-offering and a curfe for us ; he interpofed 
his facred body between the load of wrath from above, 
and us the heirs of vTath below. Inftead of that high 
ineffable communion of love, which he maintained with 
his Father, he was content to feel the exquifite torture 
of being forfaken of him. It pleafed the Lord to bruife 
him. And now he, wb9 was like a Jheep^ dumb before his 
Jhearers^ is dumb no Iqnger.^ The Lamb of God, when 
brought to this moft dreadful flaughter, opens his mouth, 
and pity itfelf nj-ufi: cry for pity. The impious language 
of his murderers, was, where is now thy God ? Behold, 
in the prodigious pangs of his foul fomething like the 
fame language comes from his own mouth ; He cries 
out, my God I my God ! w-hy hafi: thou forfaken me ? 
Thus feripture delineates the Redeemer's humiliation ; 
nor with lefs exaftnefs afeertains the end for which He 
fiooped thus low, and the everlafting benefits He thus 
fecured to all his fekhful dependents. Notwithftanding 
he paid fo dearly for it, yet in fpite of all the oppofition 
from the enemy of finners, and from finners thertifelves. 
He obtained a perfe6f conqueft, dying with this word of 
tranfport in his mouth. It is finijhed. The debt of penal 
fuffering, and of perfeft obedience to the law, is paid ; 
the powers of hell are vanquiflied, and God is well* 
pleafed. 

Ponder this marvellous tranfu^Hon, this horrible tor- 
ment and death, fuftained by Hinr, who liveth for ever- 
more. Confider deeply the ignominy ofhisabafement, 
and the extremity of his anguifh, all endured with no 
other view, than to make atonement for fin, and pur- 
chafe redemption for all who fhould ever truft in his 
name. Confider this fadf, and then you muft fay, it is 
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not pofiible for the moft affli^ed conference to defire a 
forer foundation to ttiift .i^for pardon ^ttd acceptance 
with God. What can theTaw demand of you either to 
exempt from fuffering its penalty or as a title to eternal 
life, which this vicarious obedience and facrif\ce of God 
manifeft in the fiefli, has not abundantly provided in 
behalf of all true believers ? 

I will fuppofe your fins enormous, and crying with 
the loudeft cry for vengeance : ftill can they have fo 
much weight to condemn youy who, in anguifli for your 
offences, depend upon Jefus^ as the blood of an incarnate 
God, has to clcanfe you from all fin ? Wlio dare fay, 
your offences have diftionored God’s law, fo much as 
the obedience and death of the Redeemer has magnified 
it ; or that thofe tranfgreffions have not been fully ex- 
piated, for which the Law-giver himfelf fubmitted to be 
put to death ? Though you are fhocked at the daring 
prefumption of expeSing pardon, on the vague notion 
of mere mercy, now your uhderftanding is enlightened, 
and your confcience faithful in its rebukes ; though you 
cannot give into the modifh religion, which leaves the 
juftice of the Mofi: High, and the law of the Moft Holy 
deftitute of their due honor ; nor truft to obedience ,and 
future amendment to atone for paft offences : yet ftedfaftly 
fix your eyes on the matchlefs ranfom paid by Je/us on 
the crofs. See there the glory of the holy God, recon- 
ciled with the falvation of criminals : fee there the juf- 
tice of God appear more awful than if mercy had been 
excluded ; and mercy more amiable, than if juftice had 
been given up. See how vengeance and forbearance 
there meet together ; vengeance on the crucified Re^ 
deemer^and for his fake, forbearance to all belie^dng pen- 
itents.' See there, wrath and love kifs each other; 
wrath towards the divine Surety and Subftitute, love to 
infolvent finners. By this infinitely wife contrivance, 
every honor done to the criminals is ah honor done to 
the law, becaufe they receive it only through the fatis- 
fadion and obedience paid to it by their furety : and all 
the refpedl put upon the law, puts refped alfo upon the 
criminals, becaufe He who undertook to pay their debt, 
and bear their curfe, is God and man in one Chrift. 
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^ Is not this traitfacftion a folid ground of peace to the 
brokea in heart ? A tranfadion iri which God holds 
forth his equal Son to be a propitiation for fin, through 
faith in his bloody that Hesnight be juft ^ and .yet the jujiijier 
of all who believe in Jefus, What doud fo black can hang 
over the mind, which this truth is not able to difpel ? It is 
defigned to give light to them that fit in darknefs and 
the fhadow of death, and to guide tlieir feet into the 
way of peace. 

Further, this ground for depending bn the Lord Jefus 
■Cbrift to obtain forgivenefs, will be found ftill more a- 
dapted to our guilty ftate, when you know the way in 
which men become partakers of Chrift. The great gen- 
erally fell, even what they call their favors. Powerful 
recommendations, or long fcrvices, only induce them to 
give preferment. Far otherwife, as our impotent con- 
dition requires^ is the cafe refpeding our pardon from 
God; No works of righteoufhefs are required 
' performed as a recommendation, no fetofKoly tempers, 
or flock of moral virtue. Thefe are fruits which ever 
follow upon true belief in Chrift, and ^om grace receiv- 
ed by conftant dependence upon Him. The invitation 
to finners is exprefled in the moft encouraging terms. 
Ho ! every one that thirjieth., come ye to the waters and he 
that hath no money ^ (no fingle valuable quality,) yea^ come^ 
buy wme and milk without money ^ and without f rice, Ifa. Iv. 
The Son of Man is come to feek and to fave that which was 
hji ; the ungodly, finnersj enemies to God. Can a 
confcience^ loaded with crimes of largeft fize, of deepeft 
dye, and beyond number, conceive a refuge more adap- 
ted to its diftreffed condition ? or more free promifes of 
reconciliation and peace with God ? 

But fhould neither the divinity of the Redeemer j nor 
the merit of his facrifice, nor his invitations to all who 
thirft for falvation,be fufEcient to engage your entire de- 
pendence on Him for pardon, there is ftill another ground 
for tmfting in Him, his office. Every high-prieft, fays the 
fcripture, taken from among men^ is ordained fir men : all 
his influence and power is to be employed for their fpir* 
itual good ; The things appointed for him to do, ftrong- 
ly prove this ; for he was to offer gifts and facrifices fot 
£a 5 facrificei to make an atonement, and gifts, on ac-s 
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count of which, it became God to continue his favoi\ 
though forfeited. The one grand indifpenfable qualifi- 
cation therefore for the office, was a heart, which knew 
how to have compaffion on them that are ignorant, and 
out of the way of duty and fafety. ^ 

But this office of high-prieft,and its funfUons, we arc 
infallibly taught, were only defigned to ferve unto the 
example and ffiadow of heavenly things; i. e. tobe a 
way of teaching us by objeds of fenfe the office which 
the Lord Jefus Chriji bears in the higheft heavens, and 
what fmners are to expeff from Him, He is made an high- 
prieji of good things to come. He is. entered with his own 
blood into heaven itfef to appear in the- prefence of God for us t 
confequendy is under the ftrongeft engagements of office, 
to mediate effecfually for all, who ffiall ever come to 
God by Him. 

And left we Ihould fear we are too mean or vile to 
engage his moft aftive pity, particular mention ^is made 
that He is touched, with a feelhig of our infirmities ^Faving 
been in all points tempted like as we are^ yet without fin. 
Therefore, from an experimental knowledge of all our 
difficulties, hafdflilps, and diftreffes, he hath that exquif- 
itely tender fyrapathy with us, which otherwdfe would 
not have been poffible- 

Is your fJTirit then wounded by fin ? Liften not to 
your fears ; parley not with the accufer ; look to the 
Intercefibr for the tranfgreflbrs. He miuftffirft prove 
falfe to the engagements of his moft holy office, and do 
violence to the "bowels of mercy which conftitute his 
fitnefs for it, before your humble dependence on his 
Wood and interceffion can be difappointed. 

After all we have advanced, blelfed be God, there re- 
mains yet another ground of confidence in the Savior 
for,remiffion of fins, to all who call on Him, I mean re- 
peated affurances from God, that the facrifice of his Son, 
is in his fight a complete atonement for their fins, wffio 
believe in the name of Chrift, and fhall fave- thenv for 
evermore. Declarations of this import are fo many, that 
we can felecl onl^ a few of the chief. 

Ifaiah^ in his affefting account of this great event, 
having affirmed that fiefus fufiered as a fubftitute for fin- 
ners, being wounded for our tranfgrellions, and briiifcd 
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for our iniquity, thus inagiiificently defcribcs the efficacy 
of his fuffcrings : He Jhall fee cf the travel of his fQul^ and 
Jhall be fatisjied : by bis knowledge jhall my righteous fervanf 
jufiify many ; for he Jhall bear their iniquities ; bear them 
away^^ as the fcape-goat did, carrying them' into the path- 
lefs wildernefs, no more to be found, though fought for 
by the malicious tempter and accufer. 

The angel Gabriel is commiffioned t'o Terivc the heart 
of greatly beloved of God. For thispurpofe he 

affures him, that when Mejftah the padnce was cut off, 
He {hall, in that oblation of Himfelf on the crofs, accom- 
plifli a work of infinite glory : He fsalljinijh tranfgreffion^ 
by expiating it, and rodeeming all from its curie, who 
fliould believe in Him. He Jhall make an end of, Jin,, by 
delivering (in virtue of his death,) ail from its detefiable 
dominion, who fliall call upon Him. He foctll make recon- 
eiliationfor iniauity, by a full, perfed, andfuffioient facri- 
fice, and fatisiaction. He Jhall bring in everlajiing right- 
eoufnefs^ a righteoufnels wffiich will jufiify all who be- 
lieve, throughout all ages, and with which everlaftin^’’ 
life fiands conneded by the promife of Cod. After the 
tefiimony of a prophet, and an angel, hear the voice 
of God from heaven : This is my beloved Son^ in whom I 
am well pleafed. His life and death magnifies my lav.% 
redeems finners from its curfe, and is of all things on 
earth, or in heaven incomparably the nobleft in my eyes. 
The Redeemer himfelf bears the fame firong atteiiation 
to th« efficacy of his death, as the ialvation of his clmrch. 
Godfo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, to the 
end,jhat all who believe in him Jhould not perijh, biU have 
everlajiing life. My fiejh I give for the life of the world.— 
This is my blood of the New Tejiameni Jhed for the remijfion 
cf the fins ^ of rnan\\ ^ Weigh well thefe decifive teftimonies* 
i hey will conftrain you to fay, nothing ^ore could 
have been done to take away every objedion, a guilty 
v/ounded fpirit can make againft its obtaining forgive- 
nefs. With equal propriety and mercy is this call addrefl- 
ed to perilhing finners : Come unto Me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will refrejh you. My body 
bore your fins- on the tree, when I fuffered, the juft for 
the unjufi ; my blood was fhed to cleanfe you. I, the 
brightnefs of the Father’s glory, and the exprefs image 
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of his perfon, who uphold all things by the word of my 
power, purged away fin by the facrifice of myfelf, and 
am fet down a mediator on the right-hand of the Majdfy 
bn high. Believe* therefore on me, and you Ihafl re- 
ceive remilfion of fins, and never perifli. 
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CHAPTER XVin. 

I The ^ame subject continued* 

We have proved the exceeding abund- 
I ant grace of our Lord Jefus Chriji, to fave from the guilt 

^ of fin. We are now to fliew what foundation there is 

t to depend upon him for ^owledge, ftrength, and wer- 

lafting falvation. 

As man’s firft difobedicnce fprung from his impious 
defire to be as the God’s in knowledge ; thp righteous 
I punifhment of his fin, was extindion of light in his foul. 

^ Hence we are born blind to God, and the things ofGod, 

though the knowledge of them be far more defircable 
I than life itfelf. Hence we are in perpetual danger of dc- 

1 lufion, and, by our lufts, prejudiced ftrongly againft the 

1 truth. 

f In thefe circumftances God is pleafed gracioufly to com- 

mand us to depend on the Lord Jefus. Chrtft^ to recover 
I our fight, and enrich us with, fpiritual knowledge. To 

j prove the reafonablenefs of this dependence, the Father 

i declares he hath given Chrifi: for a light to the Gentiles ; 

* to open the blind eyes. I/a. jdii. 

; Malachi calls him the fun of righteoufnefs : for as the 

l fun in the firmament difpenfes invigorating influence 

' through the whole earthy unveils the face of every objed 

' ) in the vifible creation, and gives it to be fecn in its true 

fituation : fo the .Redeemer, by his word and fpirit fcaU 
i 

i 

i 
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tcrs darknefs from the mind, makes divine truth vifible, 
and ftrengthens our dim faculties to behold the glory of 
the Lord, and the excellency of our God. Zachariasy 
full of the Holy Ghoft, celebrates the appearance of 
Chrift, as an efifedhial teacher of men in things of tKc 
uttnoft moment, which the ufe and exercife of their own 
rational faculties, could never have difcovered. He calls 
yefus the day-fpring from on high, rifing through the 
tender mercy of our God to give light to them that fit 
in darknefs and the fhadow of death, and to guide their 
feet in the way of peace. ^ TheBaptift points him out^ 
as the perfon from whom all the divine knowledge pro- 
ceeds, which ever was or will be amongfl men. This is 
the true light, that lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world. 

The Redeemer himfelf confirms thefe high teftimo- 
nies, when the yews attempted to enfnare him by their 
fubtle and captions queftions. He faid unto them, lam 
the light of the world ; what poilibility then is there of de- 
ceiving me, or deluding by your falfhoods, my difciples ? 
He that followeth me Jhall not walk in darknefs y but Jhall 
have the light of life. How could he more flrongly aflert, 
that he came to make the way from eartjh' to heaven plain 
before finners. 

St. Pauly infpired by the Holy Ghofi:, teaches the 
church, that Chrift is made of God, unto aU who believe 
wifdom ; and tnat God who caufed the light to Jhine out of 
darknefs y and finned into our hearts y to give us the knowledge 
of the glory of Gody in the face tf yefus Chrift y in whom are 
all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge hid : covered un- 
der the veil of humanity, and the depth of his humilia- 
tion. Obferve the ftrong import of his expreflion ; the 
apoftle does not fay treafure in the Angular number, 
though this implies excellency and abundance of knowl- 
edge, but^ treafures. He' doth not only fay treafurh 
though this would have greatly enlarged our concep- 
tioiis ; but he faith, in whom ^z// the treafures of wifdom 
and knowledge are hid. So* that nothing pertaining to 
fpiritual life and godlinefs can be imagined, no knowledge 
in the ieaft degree profitable to poor, weak, heiplefs, fin- 
ful creatures, which is not to be found in Chrift, as in 
^ an inexhauftible magazine, provided by the God of glory’ 
for the fupply of our neceflitics. ■ 
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Jn this cmphatical manner do the fcriptures exalt 
Chrift, in his prophetic office, as appearing to make a 
complete revelation of the name of God, his will and de- 
lEgns concerning us ; and after having delivered, as the 
prophets before him, the words of pure truth, he was 
not, as they impotent to imprefs effedually what they 
taught. This prophet of all ages and nations, declares, 
I will fend unto you another comforter^ even the Spirt* of truths 
he (hall lead you into all the truth. 

Do you then feel your ignorance in religion ? and be- 
wail the dulnels in your underftanding to apprehend, 
spiritual things and a wearinefs when your attention is 
turned to them ? Are you grieved to find fo much ob- 
fcurity reft upon tlicbook of God, when it is before you ? 
Behold your relief. The fcripture exhorts you to de- 
pend upon Chrift to give you all the knowledge you 
need. What can induce you to make application to 
him, if not the declaration that he left the bofom of the 
Father, to declare him ? What can encourage our utmpft 
confidence of fuccefs, if the manner in which his church 
publifhes their fuccefs, fails ? The Son of Gcd is come^ and 
hath given us an underjiandmg^ that we may know him that 
is true. He hath given us, not only our intelie<ft which 
diftinguifhes us from the world of animals, for this was 
ever common to all men. He hath given us not only the re- 
vcaled word, which deluded pretenders have as well as we, 
but he hath given us, fay the faithful in Chrift, the fpirit of 
wifdom and revelation, in the knowledge of himfelf the 
truth. They who bear this teftimony, were once as ig- 
norant and dark as you can be. When blind Bartimeus 
cried out, fefus^ thou Son of Davidy have mercy on me^ that 
I tnay receive my fight ^ they that flood by faid. Be of good 
comfort, rife, he calleth thee. But the fame compaffionate 
Savior addreffes thee, thou child of ignorance, from his 
glorious high throne in terms no lefs kind : Icounfel thee 
io buy of me eyefalve, that thou niayeji fee, have the knowU 
edge of God, and a right * judgment in. all- things. 
Light, not only to fee the way of life, but to difeover 
and baffle the devices of the enemy : for before Chrift 
all things are naked, even the- deepeft counfels of the def- 
troyer, and all his cruel fnares. He knows how with e- 
qual eafe and certainty to confound his force, and infat- 
uate the author of all fubtlety and malice. He came 
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ruin all his contrivances againft the faithful, according 
to the name of glory firft given him, Bruifer of the Ser- 
pent’s Head. How worthy then is this matchlefs perfou 
to be trufted with unfhaken confidence for our inftm<aor 
and guide all our days, to deliver the godly out of every 
temptation, and preferve them fafe unto his own king- 
dom. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

The Ground for Faith in Christ to turn us from 

ALL Iniquity. 

Naturally blind, we are alfo 

Haves to an earthly, fenfual, devilifii fpirit. This fad 
truth is often felt in remorfe, fhame, lofs, and many in- 
conveniencies. ,Thenwewilhourfelvesfree \ and confident 
in our own ftrength, determine no more to yield. But 
the vei y next temptation adapted to our beloved luft pre- 
vails, as eafily as did the former ; fo that, foon difhearten- 
ed by repeated foils, w e give up the aU-important conteft^ 
we begin to palliate and excufe the ignominious £la- 
wry, which we find no heart to fliake off. 

This is the ftate of man. And take notice, experience 
concurs with feripture, to prove that no fliare of good 
fenfe, or fuperior learning, or good education, give men 
power to refift their corrupt nature, any more than fav« 
The moft thefe advantages can do, is .on- 
ly to guild thofc ftackles they can never break, and flight- 
ly conceal from the fuperficial eye of a fellow-creature, 
“what ftill g^s and defiles the inner man. 

This fubjection to fin is grievous to a foul born again, 
as the infamy of vaflalage to a free citizen. Enli ghtened 
to judge aright, you wdll long to have your iniquifics 
fubdued; and without ftrength in yourrelf,.you will 
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gladly implore deliverance from fuch tyrannical opprcf- 
fion. In fure and certain hope of this deliverance, God 
commands you to depend on the Lord Jefus Chriji, To 
juftify your dependence, a difplay is given of his power, 
:fuch as makes the flighteft fufpicion of mifearriage unrea- 
fonable to the laft degree. For the ancient prophets def- 
cribing his majefty, call him, The Lord of Hojis^ the Lord 
mighty in Battle^ who has the earth for his fcctjiool ^and beav- 
tn for his throne ; the light for his garment ; the clouds for 
his chariot ; the thunder for his voice ; and all the legions of 
angels for his fervants, , . 

Andleft his deep abafement of himfelf fliould weaken our 
idea of his mighty power to fave, we have a very particu^ 
lar relation of the wonders wrought by him in the days of 
his flefli. Innumerable multitudes of difeafed and impo- 
tent people were brought to his feet, and by his word in- 
ftantly made whole, every one of them. The dumb and 
deaf, the blind and dead, his energy reftored to the bleff- 
ing of hfe, or the full exercife of all their faculties and 
powers. The whole crea^on he commanded with abfo- 
lute fway. Though winds and ftorms are mighty ; yet 
Jefus of Nazareth rebukes them, and they are hullied ifi- 
to filence. The waves of the fea rage horribly, yet fmk, 
at his word into a perfect calm. Death and the grave, 
to mortals inexorable, cannot one moment detain their 
prey, when ffus faith, Lazarus arife. The powers of 
darknefs, though more mighty than difeafes, ftorms and 
death, crouch before him, and adore him as their Lord^ 
Further, to encourage finners to confide in him as a 
deliverer from the tyranny of fin, Jefus ^ when on earth 
carried about with him many monuments of his faving 
power. Publicans, the worft of men, harlots, the moil 
infamous of women, he feparated from their inveterate 
lufts, giving proof in each of thefe inftanees, that no one 
can be fo inflaved to fin and Satan, but he can make them 
free indeed. After preaching this tranfporting truth with 
his own lips, and confirming it day by day during his 
miniftry, he difplays his power to the height at the very 
hour of his death. Behold him hanging on his croft, his 
vifage frightfully bloated and mangled, his whole body 
covered with marks of fcorn, fwellcd with ftrokes of vio- 
lejncc, bedewed from head.to foot with his own bloods 
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Is he a deliverer from lin ? Can he fave ? Hearken, though 
thus low himfelfj his power and grace deftroy in a mo- 
ment the dominion of lin and Satan in the uttnoli 
ftrength we can poflibly conceive it. He fays to the dy- 
ing malefa<5tor, who turned to hitti with the prayer of, 
faith, Verily^ verily^ I fay unto thee^ this day Jhalt thou be ^th 
me in paradife* I will carry thee up with me irito Hea- 
ven, as a trophy of my vi<Elory over Satan and will Ihew 
thee there, as part of the fpoils which lhall adorn my 
triumph over hell. He fnatches this abandoned Wretch 
as a brand out of the fire, an earneft of the evcrlafting 
falvatiori of all who fliould ever call upon him. He 
fnatches from the very jaws ofheil, one who feemed not 
only void of grace, but paft it ; and iii an inftantfandifies 
that heart which had been for many years the habitation 
of devils and the hold of every foul fpirit, and a cage of 
every unclean and hateful bird. 

In this ebnqueft, the Redeemer afted with i double 
view, to prove himfelf the Melliah ; and give an indilput- 
able warrant for finners j even the chief, to call upon him 
that they may be faved. 

Should it be laid, the Redeemer's death and burial in- 
dicate his WTakhefs : Chrijiians reply, he laid iii the grave 
not as a fubjeft, but a conqueror ; he came there to draw 
out the fting from the king of terrors ; and on the third 
day from his deaths triumphed as the refurre<ftion and the 
life, in whom whofoever liveth and believeth lhall never 
die. The language of his refurreftion was full of power: 
it fpoke again. Thy dead men fyall live together with my 
dead body Jhall they arife. Awake and fmg^ ye that dwell 
in the duji^ for thy dew is as the dew of herbs ^ and the earth 
Jhall caji out the dead. If. xxvi. 

Thefe ample teftimonies of decifive authority, proV4 
the power of Jefus^ md prefent him before our eyes as a 
fit objeft of linreferved dependence for deliverance from 
the power of fin. And they are ftill coroborated by decJi 
larations both in the Old and New Teftament. Hear 
how every doubt is anfWered, and all delpondenttlibughts 
rfeprovedi 

Say to them that are of a fearful heart (under a lively 
view of their own weaknefs, fins, and corruption,) bi 
Jlrong^fear not^ behold your God will come with •vengeance^ 
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even God with a tesompence. He will cotnc and fave yod» 
If, XXXV. Behold / the Lord God ivill come with a Jirong 
hand., and his arm Jloall rule for him : behold his reward is 
with him, and his work is before him : he fhall feed his 
flock like a fhepherd ; he JJoall gather'the lambs with^ his arm, 
and carry them in bis bofom, and Jhall gently lead thofe that 
are with young ; he Jloall bring forth judgment unto truth. If 
xJ. and xlii. 

Confident of the certainty of tliefe declarations, St, 
addreffes the Jews, though a people abandoned to 
all v^ickednefs, and tells them, that God having raifed up 
his Son Jcfus, fent him io^blcfs them, by turning every one of 
them who Jhould call upo?f his mme,from their iniquities. 

See hov/ magnificently St. Paul deferibes the exceed- 
ing greatnefs of.Chrift’s power to fave from fin and hell. 
God (faith he) hath raifed him from the dead, andfet him at 
his own righuhand in heavenly placesy far above all princL 
paiity and power, and might and dominion, and ever'y name 
that is named, not only in this world., but alfo in that which 
is to come ; a^id hath put all things under his feet, and given 
hhn to be head over all things to the church,, which is his body, 
the fulnefs cf hint that filet h ail in all, Ephefi i.* 20 — 23. 

Magnify then as you pleafe, the number or ftrength of 
temptations ; theweaknefs or corruption of our nature; 
the power of Satan and of evil habits y ftfil what are all 
thefe before him, who gave himfelf to redeem men from 
all iniquity, and to purify to himfelf a peculiar people 
zealous of good works ? What before him, whofe office, 
as king in Zion, is to turn from darknefs unto light, from 
the power of Satan unto God, and enrich the fallen foul, 
with that holinefs which fhall make it meet for Heaven 1. 
What are thefe ufurpers, avarice, lewdnefs, envy, malice, 
or unbelief, by whom flrengthened, that they fhould be 
too hard for him utterly to fubdue, from whofe^ fulnefa 
all the faints who ever lived on earth received their every 
excellency, and all the angels their fpotiefs purity ? Was 
, it poflible to prove that one Tingle perfevering dependent 

©n the power and grace of Chrift, ever died in fin, how 
could the promifes of God concerning his Son betrue^ 
©f he anfwer the charader given of him ? Either he mull 
be falfly deferibed in feripture, or this conclufion be infal- 
lible : if the Son Jlmll make you free^ you Jhall be free indeed,- 
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All your evil tempers fliall be lubdued, and you be pre- 
ferved blamelefe in fpirit, foul, and body. 

So able IS Chrift tofaye. 1 proceed to prove he is as 
ready and wiHing, by evidence the moft.decifive. What 
means his humiliation from {irft to laft ; His pleading 
with finners all the day, and his midnight int.erceflions 
for them What mean his invitations : Ho^ every one that 
thirjiethy let him come unto me and drink. ' Whofoever cometb 
unto me^ / will’ in no wife caji out ? What was it, but love 
in the higheft degree, which made him fo long endure a 
condition in all rcfpefts ^he reverfe of his original glory. 

Inftead of Hallelujahs from the angelic hoft,‘ blafphemous 
revilings from the children of the devil : inftead of joy 
inconceivable, an heart in the midft of his body like meU 
ting wax, through the intenfenefs of his anguifti ; inftead 
of adoration from myriads of miniftering fpirits, buffet- 
ings, bloody fcourges on his back, and on his face a load , 
of fpittle ; inftead of his throne high and lifted up, be- 
fore which the whole Hoft of Heaven cry, Holy^ holy, 
holy is the Lord of Hojis^ heaven and earth is full of thy glo- 
ry / a crofs between two thieves, in the midft of infultr 
ing fliouts, and the ff otvns of eternal juftice. 

Come hither, behold* and fee if there was ever love 
like this. Come and hear his voice in the height of all 
fufferings : looking upon his murderers, when his eyes 
were about to clofe in death, he cried. Father , for give them^ 
for they know not what they do,. 

Now then, if you can, doubt. Now, if it be poflible, 
queftion his ^illingnefs to fave poor finners, turning to 
him with the prayer of faith, who prayed even for his 
bittereft foes. 

In the laft place, the Lord Jefus Chrijl is as proper a per- 
fon tq truft* for eternal faiyation, as for wifdom, ftrength, 
and righteoufnefs in this life, His dominion reaches e- 
qually over the world in which we dwell, and that into 
which death tranflates us. ' 

Fear not, faith the Savior, / am the jirji and the lofty I am ^ 
he that livethy and was dead and behold / am alive for 'ever • 

morey and '^oave the keys of hell and the grave. I go to prepare 
a place for youy and if I goto prepare a place for yoUy I will 
come again and receive you unto niyfelf that where I am there • 
yau may be alfo. And in his laft folcmn prayer for all who 




1-30 The Ground for Faith in Chriji^ Ssfr. QSund. 19* 

fliould ever believe in him, he declares his infinite love, 
and their eternal falvation^ Father I will that they alfo^ 
whom thou haft given me^ be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory, which thou haji given me* 

After a conftant exercife, therefore, of dependence on 
Chrift to fave from the guilt, defilement, and power of 
lin, from ignorance, temptation, and every enemy which 
can aflault us in the way, what well-grounded comfort 
what abounding hope in death, is his name, and faith in 
Ills name, able to infpire ! Able to make us die in tri^ 
umph, no lefs than live in righteoufnefe ; to copy the 
pattern of the firft martyr in the Chriftian church, to be- 
hold by faith, what he faw without a veil, and expire in 
peace and joy, faying, Lord Jefus, into thy hands, I com-^ 
mend my fpirit. 

A P R A Y E R, 

fuited to lJ:t€ preceeding Subjed* 

o Lord Jefus Chrift, difplay, we entreat 
thee, the glory of thy name, that we may exalt and ex- 
tol, and honor Thee, even as we honor, the Father. En- 
lighten the eyes of our uhderftanding, that we may know 
thou haft, fulfilled sdl right eoufnefs, magnified the law, 
and made it honorable ; finifhed tranfgreflion by thy 
death on the crofs, made reconciliation for iniquity, and 
brought in everlafting righteoufnefs. Take away all un- 
belief, that thy blood and righteoufnefs may be our fhield 
againft all the fiery darts of the wicked one, and a cov- 
ert from the“ tempeft of divine wrath due to our fins. 
So fhall our hearts be fet at liberty from all fear that 
hath torment, and we fliall run the way of thy com- 
mandments. ■ ^ 

Give us grace, O good Lord to be ftrong in thy pow- 
er and might, againft all the' enemies of our fouls, Af- 
fure our hearts againft all fuggeftions to the contrary, 
that thou art able and faithful, and wilt fiibdue our ini- 
, quities, who call upon thee, and keep us unblaiheable and 
unreproveable. Deliver us from a felf fufiicient fpirit, 
that we may never attempt to perform duty, refift temp- 



Chap. 20. J On the Divinity of the Holy Ghoji^ X3S 

tation, or bear tlie crofs in our pwn ftrcngth. Let us 
know and feel, that when we are weak, then are we 
ftrong : and that when we depend only on thy arm, and 
favor towards us, neither the flefli, the world nor Satan 
lhall be able to prevail againfl us. 

Give US full aflurance of underftanding and faith in 
the great myftery of godlinefs, that thou art God and 
man in one Chrift, infinite in wifdom to teach, in power 
to help a^d defend : in juftice to deftroy thy adverfariesj 
infinite in goodnefs to fupply all our wants and complete 
our felicity infinite in truth to accomplilh all thy ex- 
ceeding great and* precious pronaifes, and altogether 
fuch a Savior, as our deep and manifold neceffities re- 
quire. 

Finally, we befeech thee., O Lord, to grant that we may 
have in ourfelves the witnefs of thy power and glory, 
by the change wrought and maintained in our views, 
puifuits, and tempers ; that we may fhew forth thy 
praifes, who haft called us out of darkneft into marvel- 
lous fight, and be ready, when we depart, to join the 
fong of the ranfomed of the Lord, faying, Worthy is the 
Lamb that was Jlain to receive power and riches^ and wif 
doniy andjlrength, and glory ^ and honor ^ and hlejfing. Blejf 
ing^ honor ^ and glory ^ and power be mito him that fitteth 
upon the throne ^ and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

On the Divinity of the Holy Ghost. 

T[ fffi fcripture teaches us, that the work 
of man’s falvation is through the joint agency of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft. God the Father, 
in infinite wifdom and mercy, provided himfelf a lamb 
for a burnt-offering to purge away fin. God the Son, 
in his own perfon, as mediator, fubmits to fuffer the juft 
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for the unjuft, rifing for their juftification, 'and ever liv- 
ing to make intercelTion for all who'^ come to God by him. 
God the Holy Ghoft gives knowledge and underftand- 
ing of this glorious falvation, procures it a cordial recep- 
tion, and £an<ftifies the foul for endlefs blifs. 

Each of thefe perfons, who thus co-opperate in man^ 
falvation muft be by iiature God, becaulb nothing finite 
can execute any part of this grand feheme. Who but 
the fupreme LaU^giver, can admit of a fiibftitute to bear 
the curfe due to finners ? What creature can poftibly 
have merit, much Jefs be fufticient by his own obedience 
and death, to atone for offences againft the Majefty of 
heaven ? Or to whom but God doth the power apper- 
tain, greater than that of creation, to bring man’s wiU, 
obftinately fixed in rebellion againft his Maker, to be in 
all things gladly obedient to his command ? ^ 

But if the feripture teaches that the falvation of man 
is owing to the agency of each perfonin the bleffed Trin- 
ity, it is then no fpeculative notion, but a dodrine of fub- 
ftantial and perpetual ufe, worthy the moft devout at- 
tention of every Chrijlian^ to imprefs his mind, by ear- 
neft meditation, with what God has revealed toucliing 
this fubjed : revealed not at all to teach us how the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit, are three perfons in one eternal 
God-head, (for this it never attempts,) hut that we may 
know our obligations to the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft, and live in fuch entire confidence in the 
mercy of God, and luch devotednefs to his fervice, as the 
knowledge of this moft fublime and myfterious truth, U 
defigned to produce. 

The feripture charader of God the Father has already 
. been delineated and that of God the Son in his medi- 
atorial office. W« fhall npw lay before you at one view, 
what we are taught of the nature, perfon, and office o£ 
the Holy Ghoft. May he, tfie Spirit of truth, give us to, 
underftand the things which belong to his glory ! 

That he is one in effence with the Father and Son, the 
feripture proves in this plain manner- It aferibes to him 
the perfedions of God. Now the diftind nature of ev- 
ery thing is determined by ks prppertks.^ He who pof- 
feffes the properties peculiar to man, is on that very 
account efteemed one j by confequence, he who pofi 
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ielTes the perfedions peculiar to God, muft on that as^ 
count be worfliiped as God. 

But the fcriptures teach us, that the Holy Ghoft, is an 
eternal, infinite, almighty Being, and called, in exclufion 
of all creatures, the Holy Spirit. The blood of Jefus we 
are aflured was offered under his influence, under the 
name of the eternal Spirit, Heb, ch. ix. A title given on- 
ly to God : for we no where read of an eternal angel. 
The Holy Ghoft is infinite, for he fearcheth aU things, 
even the deep things of God, I Cor. ii. He is almighty, 
he formed the chaos into order and beauty, and by hk 
energy the world fubfifts each day. Thou fendeth forth 
thy Spirit y they are created^ and thou reneweji the face of the 
earthy Pf. civ. 

His^ almighty power is no lefs confpicuous in the dif- 
penfations of grace, ^than in the fphere of nature. The 
fpotlefs humanity d fefus was formed by his power in 
the blefled Virgin ; by him Jefus was led'into the wilder- 
nefs -y anointed, to preach the gofjpel, and fulfil his minif- 
try : Anointed with the oil of gladnefsy above all kingSy and 
friejisy and prophetSy who were typical of bis glory. In all 
that Jefus did on earth, he was fupported we are exprelT- 
ly taught by the lloly Ghoft. A moft forcible proof of 
his ^ divinity ; for Jefus as mediator, has a name given 
which is above every name, to fo high a degree, that all 
in earth and heaven, muft bow their knee to him ; yet 
confidered as mediator, he is ftill inferior to the Holy 
Ghoft, becaufe by him confecrated and enabled to dif- 
charge that very office. But nothing in earth or heaven, 
except God, is above the man Chriji Jefus ; the Holy 
Ghoft muft then be one in eflence ^vith the Father, as the 
fcripture teaches, and the church of Chrift has ever be- 
lieved. 

Again, the Holy Ghoft does works proper to GodL 
He renews the foul. When thofe finners at Corinth funk 
into the loweft drep of wickednefs, became new creatures, 
fhe glorious transformation is afcribed to this divine a- 
gent. Such were lome of you; (whoremongers, adulter- 
ers, abufers of themfelves with mankind, thieves, cove- 
tous ;) but ye are wa(hed,but ye are fandified, but ye are 
^ juftified in the name of pur Lord Jefus y and by the Spirit 
of our God. 1 Cor. vi. 
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Further, the Holy Ghoft endued the apoftl^ with mir- 
aculous powers, laidthefoundation of the Chriflian church* 
publilhed its laws, and governed all thin^. He feparat- 
ed Paul and Barnaba.% and appointed their hiilSon to one 
rather than another place, the high prerogative of the fu- 
preme dire(5lor. A difpenfation of infinite confequence, 
and incommunicable to a creature. 

In the confummation of all things, the Holy Ghoft 
W’ill work in a manner altogether divine, the mafter-piece 
of all he has done^ a demonftrationofhis providence and 
j grace, in a degree which can belong to none but God. 

i He will raife the bodies of the faithful from the duft, and 

j dothe them with immortal glory. If the fpirlt of him that 

j raifed up Jefus from the dead^ dwell in you^ he that raifed up 

j Chrifi from the dead^ Jhall alfo quicken your mortal bodies^ by 

his fpirit which dwelleth in you^ Rom. viii. 

Further, the Holy Ghoft muft be one in effence with 
\ the Father and the Son, becaufe divine worlliip is paid 

to him. 'This glory, which the jealous God will not give 
to another, confifts in fwearing by him, touching the 
truth of what we affirm ; according to that command, 
thou flialt worftiip the Lord thy God, and fwear by his 
name. It confifts alfo in making him the only objecl of 
our faith and truft. Thus faith tlie Lord, Curfed is the 
man that trufieth in man, and 7iiaketb fejh his arm. Jen 
xvii. This one only fountain of benedidion and grace, 
is to be implored for the continuance of both, and obey- 
ed as the only one whom we are to fear. The principal 
end of divine worftiip is in this manner to aferibe unto 
God the honor due to his name. But we find in ferip- 
ture all thefe particular ads of fupreme worftiip paid to 
the the Holy Ghoft. St. Paul fwears by him, and ap- 
peals to him as witnefs of his fincera good will to his en- 
raged brethren, the Jews. , I fay the truth in Chriji I lie 
not, my confcience alfo bearing me witnefs in the Holy Ghojlo 
We are required to believe in the Holy Ghoft, and to 
obey him with the Father and the Son : for the import 
of our baptifm in each of their names, is that we entirely 
furrender ourfelves unto the fervice of the facted Trinity. 
He alfo is implored with the Father and the Son, as the 
fountain of aU bleffings and graces of the gofpel. From 
the days of the apoftles, the church of Chrift has con- 
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eluded her public worfhip with this addrefs to the Tririn 
xty (which were blafphemous, if they were not equally 
divine) The grace of our Lord jefiis Chriji^ and the love of 
God^andthe fellowjhip af the Holy Ghoji be with you tzll^ 
* Amen, 

The infinite glory alfo ^veado God, and the felf- 
abafement of men an^ angels under a fenfe fof his ap- 
p^rance, are al'cribed to the Holy Ghoft. Ifaiah relates 
his vifiori of the glory of God: the prophet faw the 
Lord fitting upon a throne high and lifted up^ and his train 
fdled the tcniple. Above it flood the feraphims^ each one had 
fix wings, ^ With twain he covered his face ^ with twain he_ 
covered his feet ^ and with twain he did fiy. And one cried 
to another and faid^ Holy,, holy,, holy, is the Lord of Hofs : 
the whole earth is full of bis glory. Then faid /, Woe is me ! 
Tor I am Undone, becaufe I am a man of unclean Ups, Ifai. vi. 
By comparing this feripture with the quotations of. ir 
in the New Teftament, there is full evidence that this 
adoration was paid to the Holy Trinity. As to God the 
Father, none difpute that worfhip v/as addrefiedto him. 
With refpecl: to Chrift, we are infallibly afTured that L 
fat ah fpoke thefe things, when he faw Ids glory. And 
Sx,Paid exprcfsly afierts,. that the voice the Lord, 
which at this very time fpake to Ifaiah was Uie Hoiy*fDir’ 
it himfelf. ell fpake the Holy Ghojl by Efaias the fjrci>hei 

unto our fathers, goujito this people andfzv, Heafhvfye fkclL 
hear, aiidjhall not underfand. Acts ii. B. > ^ . 

Again, the Spirit is exalted abg^-c the rank of crea- 
tures, therefore he muft be God ; for there is no mid- 
dle ftate between. That he is exalted above the rank of 
creatures is evident, becaufe he is never repreicnted as a 
\vor£liipper of God. But the relation of all creatures to 
hirn, and their dependence upon him are ncceilary obli- 
gations to pay him worfhijx And the more excellent 
the endowments of a creature are, the ilrongcr will' be 
his obligation to glorify his Maker. Accordingly the 
fcripturc frequently reprefents the wliole company of 
^ Heaven, offering up to God their mofl ardent praifes. 
But how comes it, if the fpirit be alfo a creature, that he 
IS never mentioned as a worfhipper ? Is it not ftrano'c 
mdeed that he fhould be forgotten, who, if a creatu^, 
fliould as the principal perfon, have led this conceit of 
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praife ? Was it not higlijy needful to have made me»- 
tion of him, in order to prevent our miftaking in a mat- 
ter of fuch moment ? The total filence, therefore, of 
fcripture on this head, affords a ftrong inference that 
the prophets, apoftles, and Chrift, knew the Holy Ghoft 
was not a creature, but by nature God. 

It was forefeen that many profane difputers would af- 
firm the Spirit is no more than a quality in God, which 
cannot fubfift, or be diftinguiflied as a perfon. To con- 
fute this notion, he has a name fignificant of his effence 
and energy ; that his effence is fpiritual, and his energy 
the caufe of all holinefs in the fouls of men. As the 
fpirit within a man,, which obferves his own thoughts, is 
not a quality, but fomething really diftinfl from his 
thoughts y fo this fpirit, which knows the thoughts of 
God, and even learches the deep things of God, muff be 
, a perfon diftintff from the Father, who is thus known by 
him. Befides, all perfonal actions- are aferibed to the 
Spirit : He Jhall not fpeak of hmfelf, but what he has heard^ 
that Jhall he fpeak. He convinces the world ©f fm, righte- 
oufnefs, andjudgment. And when Peter \yas ftill doubt- 
ful of the import of the heavenly vifion. The fpirit faid 
unto him^. Behold three men feek thee. All thefe exprelhons ; 
are without a meaning, if they do not clearly mark the ^ 
perfonality of the Holy Ghoff.. | 

From this fummary view it appears, that the Holy I 
Ghoft poffeffes the effential attributes of God, that he | 
does works proper to God, and receives the honor due i 
unto God only. To this fcripture proof there is no re- | 

ply, but fuch as infidelity is never at a lofs to make a- | 

gainft the plained truths. Thefe fcripture proofs, which, | 
have been often urged at large witli great ftren^h and I 
clearnefs, are a fufficient warrant for our faith in this I 

important article of the Chriftian creed. As to thofe | 

tvho will contradift and blafpheme on account of infu- 
perable difficulties wffiieh occur in this fubjed, the mo- 
• ment we prefume to ftep beyond what is written, it 
muft be obferved that all the peculiar dodrines of reve- 
lation no lefs than this, become to fuch firft matter of 
difpute, and then are rejeded becaufe they feem irra- 
tional, till at length God’s bleffed fyftem of truth wliich 
none of the wife men of this world knew,, is reduced to 
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CHAPTER, XXI. 

On the Operations of the Holy Ghost. 

A F T E R our judgment is fully inform- 
ed and convinced of the divinity of the Holy Ghoft, we 
muft know for what great purpofes that infinite, almigh- 
ty, eternal Spirit exercifes his office in the church of 
Chrift, and what are his influences 5 for till thefe things 
are clearly underftood, we can never afcribe to him the 
glory of his own work, nor be fecure from dangerous 
delufions. But the fcripture is not more full in dedar- 
ingthe divinity of the Holy Ghoft, than in determin- 
ingthe nature and invariable effedis of his operation. 

To him, we are taught by Holy Writ, is entrufted the 
management of Chrift’s caufe againft a rebel wprld. By 
his fecret, yet mighty energy, the foundation of the 
ChriJHan religion is laid in the foul ; by him it is 7nain- 
iained^ and at length produces much fruit to perfedion. 
The foundation of the Cbriftian religion, as the words 
import,, is the knowkdge of Chrift ; without which, 
though you may do many things which are command- 
ed, and be in profeflion a Chri^mi^ you ftill want the 
foundation of acceptable worlhip, according to that af- 
fertion. If any man ferve me^ him will my Father honor^ 
Joh. xii. i. e. he will honor no one elfe, 

^ But if you confider the fcripture account of the con- 
dition the world was, in, when the name of Chrift was 
jirji preached, or the natural blindnefs of the human 
mind to the truths of God in all ages, you will readily 
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^icknowled^c that wherever the glory of the Lord is 
perceived, it mull be owing to the teaching of the Holy 
Ghoft. Few poiiibly doubt of thi^, at the time when 
Chrift was firft preached. For then to conceive juftiy of 
him, was dire<^y contrary to the whole force of inveter- 
ate prejudice, corrupt education, and worldly intereft. 
Suppofe yourfelf an inhabitant either of Jerufalejn^ or 
Rome^ at the time when the gofpel was publilhed in thofe 
cities. Pharifaifm and Sadducifm reigned throughout 
yerufalem and Judea ; and the impureft idolatry with 
the moll enormous fenfuality of every kind, triumphed 
amongil the Heathens. In this fituation, fuppofe you had 
Iieard an apoftle, in the name of God, command you to 
confefs your finfulnefs, and, as a wretch for ever undone 
(but for this refuge from deferved wrath,) to call upon 
the name of the Lord jefus Chrijl ; that this apofllc, in- 
head of concealing the meannefe and weaknefs in which 
Jefus Chrtft lived, the hiame and torture in which he 
died ; told you that on his crofs, he made atonement 
for hn, purchafed finners with the price of his blood, that 
they might live in fubjcction to him’ as their fovereign ; 
that he poflbffed power irrefiftible to fave, reward, and 
eternally enrich his friends, or to confound, conquer, 
and punldi his adverfaries ; fuppofe the apoftle to con- 
clude this addrefs with a moft folemn affertion, that if 
you refufed the call now given to you, and died without 
pardon from Chrift, you niufi: fed the wrath to come : 
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ful plealtfre love of praife, fear of reproach, or dcfire of 
happinefsdn the world, niuft iniiame your rage ag-aiiifta 
religion, which was fuch an enemy to them all. 'V/hat, 
is the light of reafon to pierce through fuch a cloud of er- 
ror and prejudice ? What, the force of moral fuafion or, 
the refolution of man, to make at once u lacrifice of 
friends, relations, reputation, and even be deemed by 
thofe, to whom you was before moft dear, a curfe to 
your country *. Yet nothing lefs was a certain confe- 
quence before the eyes of all, wdio dared to join them- 
felves to the Lord yefus^th^X. Jefus^ who from the odium 
caft upon his name, by the je%i;s in every place, is mark- 
ed as the man whom the nation abhorerih. 

To vanquish fuch deep-rooted prejudice and enmity 
againfi the Redeemer, the gofpel is to be preached with 
the Holy Ghoft, fent down from heaven. Thus furnifh- 
cd, the apoftles wrere to be wntneffes iovjefus (and the 
redemption he finiflied) both in Jerufalem^ aijd in all 
dea^ and in Samaria^ and unto the utterrhoft parts of the 
earth. This almighty agent by his miraculous gifts in 
rich variety imparted to them, bore down the prejudices 
of education, the fear of reproach and death, and all bafe 
felf-love. This almighty agent, by his gracious influence 
on the mind (at the time he was appealing by wonderful 
figns to their fenfes), made the glory of the Lord appear 
with fuch tranfeendent excellency, that thoufands were 
in every place added to the church, \vho loved their Sav- 
iour better than their lives. 

Thus in a \nfible and grand difplay of power, the Holv 
Ghoft fulfilled the Redeemer's promife and laid the. foun- 
dation of faith in his name. In this manner He iedified 
cf Jefus and glorified bim» He reproved the world of fin, 
in their contemptuous rejeclion cf Chrift ; of righteouf 
nefs in his caufe and perfon. He convinced the world 
of judgment, in opening their eyes to fee the throne of 
Satan overturned, his oracles filenced, his temples defet- 
teo, abhorred, and miferable captives under his yoke, fet 



* The unlearned reader is to be informed, th it the firft defenders o ir Ko« 
ly Faith, all take notice of the cruel cliaiycs brought ti^^xniiChriJtiunsi as the 
caufe of all the public calamities a jnongf the P iganSf whofe Oods they 
horred. Tie therefore infl imed with fuperftition thought they 

pleafed their Gods, by putting them to death. 
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at liberty without number : for whilft the Holy Ghoft, 
in the judgment of all who would confider,' wrought 
mightily for the gofpel, he enlightened the underftanding 
by a fubfequent internal 'influence. 

This is evident from the apoftle’s prayer for the church 
at Ephefus. By the miracles they had feen they were 
convinced of the divine authority of the gofpel. They 
adored its much defpifed and blalphemed Author. Nev- 
erthelefs the apoftle clearly diftin^iflies this convidion 
flowing from external evidence, from the internal gra- 
cious influence of the Holy Ghoft. He prays unto God 
to grant them his fpirit, that the eyes of their underjiayiding 
being enlightened they might know what was the hope of his 
callings and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance ’ 
in the faints^ and the exceeding greatnefs of his power towards^ 
as that believe. - 

This goes much deeper than the force of miracles could 
reach. This implies a transforming knowledge of thofe 
fublime truths, which miracles alone can never produce, 
and a happy experience of the certainty of the words of 
truth, from their vital operation within. 

From this plain and true account of the ftate of Chrift’s 
church at the beginning, it is clear, that the Holy Ghoft 
muft then lay the foundation of faith in Chrift in each 
individual, who believed to the faving of his foul. 
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On the constant Agency of the Holy Ghost in 

ALL Ages. 

His miraculous gifts are allowed by 
w'ho receive the Bible, to have been difplayed in, the firft 
ages of the church. But his divine influences on the 
heart now are called in queftion by many profefiing Crf 
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tians. They alledge that our circumftances totally differ 
from the eftate of the primitive believers. Now, inftead 
of blafphemous revilings caff on the name of Jefus, he 
is conftantly adored as God in the public fcrvice of our 
church. Inftead of bitter prejudices from education a- 
gdnft his death as a facrilice for fin, we are baptized in- 
to it, as our redemption, and generally hear it fpoken of 
with reverence. Inftead of perfecution from friends and 
relations, enraged for our profeffing Chriftianity, .we 
fliould give offence by not doing fo. 

From this great clftnge of circumftances as great a dif- 
ference has follow’-ed i^ the work of the Holy Ghoft. 

We fee not one miracle vyrought in confirmation t)f 
the gofpel, now its own eftabliftiment, the moft aftonifti- 
ing of all miracles, appeals to every man. The extraor- 
dinary operations of the Holy Ghoft thus ceafing, many' 
make a very falfe and dangerous conclufion, injurioufly 
reftraining to the apoftolic times, the teaching, ftrengtfi, 
and confolations communicated by the fpirit to all the 
faithful. A miftake deftrucftive of vital religion, and 
proceeding from grofs ignorance of man’s natural blind- 
nefs and depravity of heart. For if we are to credit the 
account given of both in fcripture, it is certain no man 
left to himfelf wouM ever embrace the truth of God, 
though the rage of Jews and Gentiles be removed, and 
the Bible granted to be a revelation from Heaven. The 
natural 7iian2idimg only upon principles which he concludes 
to be rational, and feeking no illumination from God, re^. 
ceiveth not the things of the fpirit of God, for they are foolijhnefs 
unto him ; neither can he know them, becaufe they are fpirh- 
tiully difcerned. Their truth and excellency is only dif- 
coverable by the teaching of the fpirit. From this dec- 
laration it neceffarily follows, that all profitable knowl- 
edge of the truth as it is in Jefus, muft proceed from the 
Holy Ghoft at this day, no lefs than when the apoftles 
firft planted churches in the name of Chrift. He muft 
take of the things which are Chrift’s, and ftiew them un- 
to men. And what was his work immediately after our 
I^ord’s afcenfion, is ftill fo in every une w'ho ^lieves to 
thefaving of his foul, the gift of miraculous powers only 
excepted. The ' proof of this affertion now fo much 
<^ueftioned, nay often vilified as defpicable enthufiafm, 
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■ ' I lhali endeavor to evince from the fame inftru£Hve 

i declaration in Holy Writ, which has been already con- 

i hdered in relation to the apoftolic age. 

When the Comforter is come^ he rjeill reprove the world ef 
j fin^ becaiife they believe mt on me. Crimes deftrncUve or 

injurious to fociety are fcandalous, and refented by aD as 
i very evil. But the grand provoking offence of thinking 

! fo well of ourfelves, and fa highly of our own virtues, 

I as renders all honor we give unto Chrift in the creed, 

and worfhip of the church, merely verbal : this offence 
you never fee in the catalogue of faults, which unen- 
lightened men confefs chargeable upon themleives. Im- 
i pure and wicked as \ve are, we can dare to approach the 

holy, jealous God in prayer, without having recourfe to 
a mediator, or feeling in any degree that we need the 
atonement he has made. 

To expofc this fui in ail its malignity, is the w^ork cf 
the Holy Ghoff. He muff open your eyes (If they be 
* ' ever opened) to fee your own viienefs. He muff con- 

vince you what mean and ?bw thoughts you entertained 
of the Redeemer, and your bafe neglecl: of him, thc‘ jgH 
every name, and office, and glory, that can magnify, ex- 
alt, and endear him* to mankind, is conftantiy given him 
in the oracles of God. The Holy Ghoff alfo can aione 
i enable you to fay with knowledge and cortamty, jefus 

\ , Chrift is Lord, to the glory of God the^Father. And by 

his influence only, you can believe in yt)ur heart, and 
boldly make confeffion with your mouth, that if any 
' man love not the Lord fefus Chrijf he is anathema mar* 
anatha^ accurfed of God ; and without a divine change^ 

! fure to bd deffroyed by the Lord when he ccmetli Ad 

! jtidge the world. Thus clearly to fee the glory of Chrift, 

and heartily to deteff the neglect and diilionor ffiewn to' 
his perion and his work, is a grace beftowed by the’ 
Spirit of truth, by w hom men are led into this neceffa- 
ry and moft valuable knowledge of Chrift. 

I ■ Again^ zvhen the Comforter is come^ faith our Lord, he 

Jhall reprove the world of righteoufnefs^ becaufs 1 go to my 
i Father y 'and the. world feeth me 7io more, 

i To confefs we are received into the favor of God by 

V. .virtue of what another hath done, and that the efficacy 

©f the life and death of Chrift, derives pardon and ever- 
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iafting falvation on all his faithful people ; Is a rock of 
offence to our haughty fpirit, and a palpable abfurdit])^ 
to men, who truft in themfelves as righteous. And though 
we profefs (having always b^n taught to do fo) rever- 

to ourfelves, we 



cnce for the word of God, ftill, if le: 
make perfonal worth and moral characler our foundation, 
of acceptance with our Judge. Under accufations of 
confcience we fly to human frailty and the ftrength of 
temptation, as our advocates ; or to repentance and a- 
mendment, as our propitiation. So obftinately (through 
our corrupt nature) are we prepoffefled in fa^^ot of 
our virtues, that we can talk, and truft too, as if wc 
were as good as the law of God requires we fhould bo^ 
to enter into life by our ow righteoufnefs. 

It is the work of the Holy Ghoft to reprove the 
world for this felf-exalting lie ; this hateful, overrating, 
bur tainted, and much blemiflied obedience. He over- 
turns all vain confidence, by eftablifhing the mind in the 
full knowledge of Chrift delivered for our offences, raif- 
ed again for diir juftification; appearing in the prefenec 
of God with his own blood. From whence the conclu- 
fion is irrefiftiblej that even the holieft members of the 
Chrijlian church are accepted, not for their own^ but 
Chrift’s fake ; that his going to the Father, as mediator 
is all our hope, and his name, the Lord our righteoufhefs 
our only ground of confidence, that God wall be favora- 
ble unto us, and not remember our fins ^ that though 
repentance, love to God, and obedience without referve, 
muft vouch our relation to Chrift, yet neither fingly or 
united do they cover bur tranf^eflions, or obtain for lis 
eternal life ; fbr this we ftand indebted to the blood and 
righteoufnefs of God our Saviour. 

But till the Holy Ghoft has convinced us bf bur ab-, 
folute need of imputed divine righteoufhefs, it is one of 
the moft offenfive articles of the ChriJUarCs creed. Piqidb- 
ed at the low account this makes of the beft virtues in 
the beft of men, we fliall clamor againft exalting fi> 
highly the Saviour’s obedience and death, as a diQ)ar- 
agennientQf perfonal holiiiefs ; and the gift ofjuftificatiQA 
unto eternal Kfe, through the redemption that is in 
Jefus^ will be deemed a contempt of good works. Ti 
remove this natural blmdncfs and ftubborh preiudioL 
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the fpirit of truth mull exert h'is Idndly influence ; and 
then .what Chrifl; has done, fuffered, and pleads before 
the Father, will be all our falvation, and all our defire. 

^ In one inftance more, the text under confideration de- 
clares the perpetual agenqr of the Holy Ghoft. He Jhall 
reprove the world of judgment^ becaufe the prince of this 
world is judged, i. e. convince men of the complete vic- 
tory obtained by Chrifl: over Satan, in order to make.. 
2 dl believers in his name more than conquerors too. 

Subje6:ion to fin, though the vilefl: flavery on^ earth 
(fo very low has man fallen,) is earnefHy maintained to 
be unavoidable. Every one (it is faid in all companies) 
has his foible : which, in polite language means, fome 
deteftable luft or intolerable temper, which lords it over 
him. UnwilL'ng to be fet free, we magnify the force of 
temptation, and our own infirmities, keeping out of 
fight the mighty Redeemer, and then fay. Who canjiand 
before all thefe l ^ 

The Holy Ghoft, that grand agent for the glory of 
Chrift, convinces us (if we are ever convinced), that we 
greatly err in this matter, fince the prince of this world 
Satan, is judged^ already dethroned and vanquifhed by the 
Saviour, who is infinitely ftronger in them who believe, 
than the combined force of all outward oppofition^ or in- 
ward corruptions. Thus it is plain to demonftration, if 
pride, or paflion, or difeontent ^ if intemperance or lew d- 
nefs, covetoufhefs or envy, or any evil temper whatever 
hold the maftery over us, it is becaufe fin is neither ex- 
ceedingly finfiil in our eyes, nor grievous to bear ; there- 
fore we refufe to cry out for deliverance. Like infa- 
mous wretches, wLo prefer rags and fores with idlenefs 
and beggary, to honeft labor we will not be made wholc^ 

For this purpofe, now perpetually^ as in the apoftles 
days, is the agency of the Holy Ghoft experienced by 
every one who believeth in fefus. And now, as then, a 
man connot enter into the kingdom of God except he 
be born of water, and of the fpirit. 

But the agency of the Holy Ghoft, when he teftifies 
of Chrift, and glorifies him^ is quite diftinci from the 
means which convey the teftimony. This important 
^ftinflion is carefully noted in feripture. Thus it is 
written of the-apoftate fews^ Hear ye indeed^ btU perceive 
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not ^ make the heart of this people fat^ and tnake their ears 
heavy ^ and Jhut their eyes^ left they fee with their eyes^ and 
hear with their ears^ and underjiand with their hearty and 
convert and he healed. Here obferve well, is the call of 
the word, yet a refufat of grace to make it effe&ial on . 
account of their infufferable provocations. The alarm- 
rng expreflions, h/Iake the heart of this people fai^ xind 
make floeir ears heavy^ and fhiit their eyes^ cannot poflibly 
mean that God infpired Ifrael with contempt for his holy 
word, or difafFe<5bion to it ; but they mean that difdain- 
ful contempt of his word, and obfHnate difaffection to- 
wards it, do certainly follow where the Spirit of grace is 
withheld. In confirmation of this truth, it is written, 
that the Lord opened the heart of Lydia to attend to the 
things fpoken by St. Paul, In this inftance, you plainly 
fee the man of God preaching Chrift, and all that is need- 
ful for the converfion of the Ibul, on the one hand : on 
the other, the God of all grace exercifing his powerful 
influence, by which the apoftles preaching obtained fuc- 
cefs. Indeed we are taught always to diftinguifh be- 
tween the mean^, and inftruments made ufe of, to con- 
vey grace to the foul, and the Holy Ghoft from whom 
•that grace proceeds. This animated interrogation on the 
fubjed is put by the great apoftle, Who then is Paul^ and 
who is Appollos i Blit minifters by - whom ye believed^ as the 
Lord gave to every man ? I 'have planted^ Apollos watered^ 
but God gavt the increafe^ 1 Cor.^4ii. Here, in the ftrong- 
efl: light, t.he means of ^ace, and the eternal Spirit from 
which they receive their whole efiicacy are reprefented 
as entirely diftinft from each other. By undeniable con- 
fequence, the foundation of Chrifiian faith is laid by the 
Holy Ghofi: in the heart of each believer, and his agency 
is as real and fuccefsful at this hour, as when miracles 
were wrought by him through the hands of the apof- 
tles. 

From what has been offered you may underfland the 
nature of the abiding operation of the Holy Ghoft, and 
know whether it has taken place in your foul or not, by 
your knowledge, or ignorance of Chrift crucified. 

Befides this, the feripture teaches us to regard the Ho- 
ly Ghoft as the author of every divine temper, by which 
his indwelling prefence is manifefted beydnd a doubt* 
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If you love God for fending his Son into the world, and 
feel confcioufnefe of his love to your foul, this is no more 
^qi^ired by your own refledions or condufions, than the 
foodful grain, which enriches our fields, is felf-produced. 
It is jhed abroad in your hearty by the. Holy Ghoji given unto 
you. If this love creates joy, from the confideration of 
the great good you poffefr, and as an earneft of infinite- 
ly better, this fenfation in honor of its author is called, 
joy in the Holy GhoJl, If whilfi: God smd eternal judgment 
are in all your thoughts, you now poffefs peace, through 
"yefus Chrijiy by whom you have received* the atonement ; 
when before, the mention of fuch awful fubjeds exdted 
dread or difgufl : this marvellous change claims a divine 
parent, and is called The fruit of the Spirit. If poffefling 
the heavenly treafure of love, peace and joy, you are pa- 
tient in troubles, and under repeated injuries gentle, 
merciful, and meek, this union of amiable tempers is 
from above the fuperfeription of one fandified by the 
Holy Ghoft. Fuller, in order to withftand temptation 
mortify our evil tempers, and perform obedience, we 
are taught in feripture to implore the Spirit of God, who 
helps our infirmities in prayer : and all true Chriftians 
have accefs to the Father, through the mediator by one 
Spirit, Ephef ii. 18. And when they are exhorted to 
be fuU of the high praifes of God, they are exhorted at 
the fame time to be full of the Holy Ghofi: ; which is 
exprefled not only as a„pfomifed privilege, btit a neccf: 
fary duty. From whence it is evident, that without 
him, all our fervices will be a maimed facrifice, and want 
the very foul which can enliven them.“ 

In a word, to exprefs the never-ceafing agency of the 
Holy Ghofi on the hearts of the faithful, and their per- 
petual need of it, their life is called walkingy living in the 
SfiriU ' 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



Qn THE Properties OP the Spirit’s Influence, anei 

THE DARING ImPIETY OF DENYING IT. 
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But this mighty influence exaftly correfponds with 
the written word ; and is prefei ved and increafed by 
ufe of the means appointed for this purpofe. The Holy 
Ghoft makes no new revelation in point of docflrine or 
duty, only gives efficacy to what is already revealed ref- 
pecHng both. No other change he works in the foul, 

V than what the oracles of God defcribe and promife, and 
unprejudiced reafon muff; pronounce excellent and de- 
firable in the highefl: degree. He works by apt means, 
the increafe of his own influence, which yet remains dif- 
tinft from them. As natural life, though perpetually 
maintained by the power of God, is not miraculoufly 
upheld, but in the ufe of food, exercife, reft, air, and 
fleep \ fo the immortaL foul, when born of the Spirit, 
defines the fmcere milk of the word, to grow thereby ^ 
watches and prays, and by light from Heaven, avoids all 
things hurtful, and values ^nd prizes whatever can be 
profitable to it. 

This influence varies in its degree. Thofe who par- 
take of it, not only differ from others, who fliare in the 
fame divine privilege, but in the flate of their own mind, 
at different times, with refpecf to the benefit they enjoy. 
Some have much more light, comfort, andilrength than 
others : and often the tranfition from peace to trouble, 
from tranquility to conflid, is very quick. But th^ dif- 
ference in thofe who live and walk in the Spirit, is wing 
generally to different degrees of watchfulnefs, diligence, 
and fidelity in the ufe of talents, entrufted to their care. 
The Spirit, we are told, is often grieved and quenched by 
carelefihefs, negled of fecret prayer and meditation on 
God’s word, and much more by felf-pleafing complian- 
ces, and more ftill by a fall into a prefumptuous offence. 
In filch cafes, the paternal juftice of God requires proper 
rebukes fliould be given 5 that his children, feeling their 
own miferable deadnefs of foul, and being full of uncom- 
fortable reflections, if not of difmal forebod^gs, may be 
more vigilant in future, to avoid every inffarice of undu- 
tiful carriage, and learn to prize the light of God’s coun- 
tenance above every temporal blefling. Whilfl: to en- 
courage and reward the humble, zealous obedience of 
thofe who labor with all activity, to fpread knowledge 
and fave fouls j to comfort the diflreflcd, befriend the 
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poor, the fatherlefs, and widow ; God, Father, Son, and 
Spirit will love them with peculiar delight, and come un- 
to them and make their abode with them. Declarations 
to this purpofe are frequent in feripture, and plainly 
marked in the lives of the prophets and eminent fervants 
of God. Thefe declarations fufficiently vindicate the 
do&ine of divine agency on the mind, as if it reprefent^ 
ed or made men machines ; whereas it is impoffible for 
us to do any acl with liberty, if we, when our under- 
ftanding approves, and our heart chufes the fervice of ^ 
God as good, are not free indeed. 

After the proofs above advanced of the divinity and 
WQrk of the Holy GKoft, the infcrrence unavoidably fol- 
lows, how impious is the way of the world, which blaf- 
phemes the agency of the Holy Ghoft, as the whim of a 
diftempered brain, or the notion of enthufiaftic knaves, 
who make fools of the people. 

To cover the daring impiety of thefe reproaches, it is 
common to urge the lhamelefs pradlices of religious men 
in pall and prefent times. A plea, wbak as the offence 
it would excufe, is provoking in the fight of Heaven. 
For what can be more weak than to ridicule and explode 
a thing, merely becaufe it has been and is abufed to pur- 
pofes, totally oppofite to its real tendency ? Had this ar^ 
gument force, we mull renounce the ufe of reafon, no ' 
lefs than reje(T the ao6lrine of divine influences : for 
what can be conceived more injurious to the honor of 
God, or good of man, than principles which the loudell 
advocates for the fufficiehey of reafon’ s light, have pub- 
iifhed ? And if the fancies of wild and wicked enthu halls, 
who claim the Spirit’s influence to fandify nonfenfe, 
fpiritual pride, or, what is worfe, to cover villany and 
lewdnefs, be a good reafon for denying the influence of 
the Holy Ghofl on the hearts of the Hithful ; we mull 
alfo allow the execrable blafphemies againfl faith and ho- 
linefs, vented by many who extol the powers of reafon, 
is as good an argument for fuppreffing the exercife of 
the rational faculty, at leafl for reprefenting it as extreme- 
ly hurtful, and always to be fufpeded. For if duty be 
violated, what does it fignify whether the violation pro- 
ceeds from imaginary infpiration, or felf-fufiiciency in a 
worm, who makes his God gut gf his own brain, and 
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gives him properties pleafing to his own wicked heart ? 
Does not every intelligent perfon diftinguifh between the 
ufe and abufe of reafon ? And is it not infatuation to do 
' otherwife ? Reafon, therefore, and candor, and, what is 
more, the authority of God requires you to try by the 
touchftbne of his word, whatever claims to be the fruit 
of the Spirit, left you condemn what is really wife and 
excellent, when its bafe counterfeit only deferves to be 
condemned. If you refute to examine by this teft, it is 
plain, enmity againft the Spirit’s influence reignS in your 
heart 5 therefore, with impious ralhnefs you gladly, con- 
found things moft widely different, the Spirit of truth, 

with the fpirit of delufion.^ . ^ 

The other plea, urged with airs bf great confidence, a- 
gainftthe influence of the Holy Ghofton the heart, is as 
fhamcfuUy inconclufive ; ignorance of fuch influence on 
their own minds. V/e know, fay all profane, carelefs 
kndproudmen, nothing of this kind ; argue therefore as 
long as you pleafo about it, we are determined to believe 
it is only the mere work of imagination. In every other* 
cafe,you would defpife this inference as a palpable abfurd- 
ity. Was anyone to aflirm, we never ought, to be- 
lieve another perfon can poffefs any excellency to which 
we are ftrangers, would not you think their flrupidity 
too great to deferve an anfsver ? We do not efteem 
brutes cctpublc of judging about the perfcAions of man ^ 
nor fome men at all more capable of judging what excel- 
lencies others have attained. ^ Men eminent in the fei- 
cnces, feel a pleafure to which all befide are ftrangers. 
Should a number of clowns grin and feoff at the ipen- 
tion of fuch pleafures, confident they 'have no reality, 
would not their folly be too grofs to need a reply ? But 
the difference between fpiritual men, and all who know 
no more than their own underftanding can teach them, 
is greater than that between clowns and philolphers^ 
This is certain from feripture, bec^ufe there the differ- 
ence between men born of the Spirit, and tiiofe born of 
the flefti only, is called a paffage from darknefs to mar- 
vellous light, from death to life, to exercife the mind 
with high eftbem, frequency and delight on fiibjefts be- 
fore negleftcd, defpifedj abhorred. Befides, when it is 
feid, we will admit ho operation of the Holy Ghoft in 
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the foul, becaufe we know not there is any, this is to 
make their own knowledge the meafure of truth ; a fol- 
ly of the largeft fize. They have a right to fay. We in* 
deed know nothing of divine influence on our own hearts ; we 
, never received any illumination of our minds, or change 
in our will, no dehre of communion with God, or joy, 
or confolation in Chrift. All unreafonable and wicked 
men, who have not faith, may with great truth fpeak 
thus of themfelves ; and in this manner, the fcripture 
conftantly fpeaks of their condition. But to go further, 
and be confident it is the fame with all men, as with 
themfelves, this is to deny the effential difference, which 
I marks thofe who love and are in Chrijl Jefus, and fepa- 
I rates them from the children of this world. It is impu- 
I dently to deny there is any work of the Holy Ghoft, 

I though the fcripture gives a clear, full, diftind account 

of this work, and of the life it produces and maintains 
in the foul. It is to lie againfi: the Holy Ghoft ; bccaufe 
if there be no operation from him, then the fcripture, 
which fo conftantly fpeaks of his influences, commanding 
I men to feek after therri, is a fable, though it be faid to 
be written by infpiration of the Holy Ghoft. . Finally, 
fuch an abfurd aflertion betrays the miferable condition 
of your foul who make it, fince you could not prate 
I with malicious words againft this divine agent, unlefs 
you was yourfelf earthly, fenfual, having not the Spirit. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

On true and false Repentance.- 

The word of our Saviour is expfefs, ini 
concurrence with aU the prophets, that without repent- 
ance we muft perifh. This is a truth too plain to be call- 
ed in queftion. Yet the love of fin rendering us aiverfe 
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to repent, we naturally fubftitute fornething for repent- 
ance confiftent with felf-indulgence^ and foblifiily truft in 
this bafe couiiterfeit. 

To put therefore, true and falfe repentance in oppofi- 
tion to each other, will be a fubje(51: of much inftru&ion, 
and great ufe, through the divine blefling. 

Obferve then, falfe repentance takes its rife only from' 
fear. When confcience fharply accufes and threatens im- 
pending deftrudion *, when the law draws up the indid- 
ment, thus and thus haft thou donp, and the wages of thy 
fin is death ; much diftrefs of mind muft be felt, and felf- 
love will prompt to tears and lamentations, to refolutions 
and pomifes of amendment, and a renunciation of the 
beloved luft, which is now the caufe of fo much pain and 
dread. Yet no fooner is the ftorm over, which fear of 
death and jildgment raifed, than the falfe penitent grows 
eafy ; liftens again to his vue feducer, and works iniquity 
with all greedinefs, till fome frefli alarm revives his fears, 
which again produce the fame Effects. 1 hus too many 
repent and live in fin, till their hypocrify receives its juft 
reward. 

Or perhaps deeper impreillons, made by diftrefs of con- 
fcience, produce a reformation of manners, and an abid^ 
ing dread of fome prefumptuous offence, which has made 
the falfe penitent i^art fo' feverely. Yet in this cafe, 
the finner’s paffions are only chained up, and he deter- 
red by an external caufe, from living after the defires of 
his heart. It is true, terrOi*s often prepare the way for 
true repentance ; but, remaining alone, effed no conver- 
fton. 

Yet it is much better to tremble under apprehenftons 
of wrath to come, than have no forebodings, and a con- 
fcience paft feeling. And far the greater part of true pen- 
itents, who have "been moft exemplary, and whofe con-' 
verfton encourages the vileft to turn to God, have firft 
cried for mercy, like the jailor 2 .vPhUippiy almoft at their 
wits end, for fear of being loft for ever. Inftead, there- 
fore, of conftruing what lus been faid to expofe falfe re- 
pentance, as if you had not taken' one ftep right, becaufe 
you have turned to God out of fear,' let it only excite 
you to pray, that terrors, and checks, and reformation 
from mere felf-love, w^hich are no certain proofs of true 
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repentance, may be perfedled what undoubtedly are- 
Tliefe certain proofs are forrow for fin, and averfion to 
it, from an abiding conviction of the difhonor and in- 
jury it offers to God ; from a confcioufnefs that your 
deportment and the ruling tempers of your heart, be- x 
fore you turned to God, have been very bafe and de- 
teftable. The language of a true penitent is this, / ac^ 
knowledge my iranfgrejfton, and my ftn is ever before me; 
againji thee only have i firmed : mine iniquities are gone over 
my head^ as an heavy burthen ; they are too heavy for me* 
Deliver me from all my tranfgrejfions^ let not my fins have 
dominion over me. Here is hatred of all fin, and grief of 
heart for having done iniquity : here is a defire, that no 
lufi: fhould be fpared, though dear as a right eye. How 
glaring a difference between the reftraints of fear, and catt- 
ing away fin becaufe compelled for a feafon by the lafhes 
of a guilty confcience, and loathing ourfelves for what we 
have done, and the very temptations and motives with 
which we fo vilely and readily complied ; between a 
mere regard to our own fafety, and ardent fixed defires 
to conquer corruption in eveiy lliape, and life for God 
alone i 

Falfe repentance difhonors God, by diftrutting his 
mercy. It is full of unbelief, though a bleffed door -of 
hope is opened for finnei's of largeft fize and deepett dye ; 
though pardon and everiafting falvation are offered with-^. 
out money, or price, to ruined finners through the blood 
of Chrlft, which cleanfeth from all fin. Even in this 
glorious refuge, the falfe penitent fees no fafety. The 
law of God challenges his obedience, and condemns his 
tranfgreffions : confcience concurs with the precept « 
and fentence of the law ; in order therefore to pacify 
confcience, fatisfy the law, and lay a good foundation, 
as he thinks, of hope, the falfe penitent is made up of 
refolutions, promifes, attempts to obey better, pennances, 
and a variety of felf-righteous fchemes. But his fad defeCls 
in all thefe things ftill leave him in fears, which again 
excite to new endeavors*. Thus a fiilfe penitent, notvath- 
ftanding the greatnefs of his forrow and the pain of his 
convicHons, ftill feeks rightebufnefs by his works, afraid 
to triift in the mercy of God, manifefted in the death of 
his only Son. Indeed, a falfe penitent may have fo muefi 
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regard to Chrift, as to ufe his name in prayer for pardon, 
though he dare not truft in his facrifice for it ; ftill he 
has a fecret hope that his forrow, if it were more fincere ; 
his reformation, if more exemplary ; and his perform- 
ance of duties, if more exad, would recommend him to 
the favor of God, more than Chrift’s merits can, and 
prove a better fecurity againft punilhment. He cannot 
look for the mercy of God unto eternal life, through our 
Lord Jefus Chriji \ he muft feel fome worthinefs of it, in 
himfeif. 

The nature of true repentance is in every refped dif- 
ferent. The true penitent approaches his much-injured 
Maker, feeling his defert of etern^ ■ rejecElion, but he 
comes before a mercy feat ; he confefles, were God to 
mark iniquity, he could not ftand before him, yef re- 
members there is forgivenefs with him, that he may be 
feared, and plenteous redemption. He looks to the 
blood of Chrift alone to cleanfe his foul, and take away 
the curfe due to his great offences.. WaJJo me thoroughly 
from my wiekednefs^ and cleanfe me from my fin ; purge iije 
with hyffop and I foall be clean^ wafb me and I floall be whiu 
er than fnow. This hope of mercy imbitters to him all 
his fins, makes him loathe them, and cry for deliver- 
ance. 

Is God ready to forgive, faith the true penitent, and 
have I finned againft fuch aftonifhing goodnefs ? Is fin 
fo hateful to him, that to make atonement, it muft be 
punifhed in his dear Son ? How then muft I appear in 
his eyes, who am nothing but fin ? Have my offences 
been acceffary in nailing Chrift to his crofs, and bringing 
him under the agonies of a curfed death, and fliall I take 
pleafure in them again ? Have I dilhonored God fo much 
already, loaded his dear Son with fo many indignities, 
and brought fuch a charge of fin upon myfelf ? 
It is high time to caft away every vile luft, as an ene- 
my to God. 

How plain is the oppofition here between flying from 
God, in fear, like Adam after his fall, and an humble 
felf-condemning approach to him, like the prodigal fon 
to his father ; between proud, though earn eft attempts 
to obtain favor with God by newnefs of life, and de- 
pendence for pardon on the blood of Chrift alone j be- 
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tween diftrcfs from regard to perfonal fafety, and grief 
and ftiame for fin, as the grcateil evil in the world, and 
the bafeft return to God and Chrilf . 

Falfe repentance can confiil vajth averlion to God and 
his law ; in true, the love of both prevails. Thofe -ter- 
rors, which awakened finners feel, arife from lively ap- 
prehcnfions of God’s juftice. d'hey know they have 
greatly provoked him, and therefore want ibme covert 
from his wrath ; and having Ibme idea both of his holi- 
nefs and powder, he appears an iiifupportable enemy. 
They defire, therefore, to be at peace with him, knowing 
the quarrel' will end in their everlafting deftrublion. 
Upon this account they refolve to obey him, as flaves 
ferve diligently a tyrannical maitcr, though their inclina- 
tion be directly contrary to their v/ork. Thus in the 
cafe of falfe penitents, were the penalty of the law remov- 
ed, they would prefently return to their old courfe with 
delight. 

The true penitent, on the contrary, fees great excel- 
lency in obedience, and ftrives, for this reafon, to obey 
with all exadnefs. He grieves not bccaufc the law is fo 
ftrieT:, or its penidty fo terrible, (for he eftcems the law to 
be holy, and the commandment holy, and juft, and good,) 
but that he is carnal, fol^undcr fin ; that from a nature 
oppoftte in its bent to God, he can make no better pro- 
grefs in his ways and fervice. He breathes earneftly after 
holinefs, eftceming it no fefs a bleiling than deliverance 
from condemnation ; he docs not deftre the law Ihould 
bend to his corruptions, but that his heart ftiould become 
fully fubjeef to it. To partake cf the redemption that 
is in yefusj to make a progrefs in conquering every vile 
aifedion, and to live in communion with God, is the 
whole wifti of his foul. 

Falfe repentance wears oft with the alarming convic- 
tion trom which it fprung, but true repentance is the con^ 
exercife of the foul. Many hid inftances, we find 
of perfons who for a time appear under much trouble 
and forrow for their iins, yet they return to them. 
Others quiet their confciences, by r efleclilng upon the 
diftrefs they once were in for their fins, and take comfort 
in their reformation. and formal courfe of religious du- 
ties. Frcm hence they become !uke-v/arm and fecure. 
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Some of this charafter will even boafi: of their experience, 
^nd talk of the joy they have in God, whilft they know 
nothing of humiliation, for their remaining manifold 
corruptions, imperfeA duties, and numerous failings. 
Hence their prayers are habitually offered up in a flothful 
fpirit, without defiring an anfwer ; the great things of 
God’s laware but mean in their eyes, and all their religion 
is reduced to a iifelefs form, to God hateful, and to 
themfelves unprofitable. 

On the contrary, true repentance produces lafting felf- 
abafement for remaining corruptions, as they are difcov- 
ered. The true penitent does not forget his paft fins, be? 
caufe he has peace with God. The enjoyments of fo 
high a favor, makes the remembrance of his offences 
much more grievous. Not that he looks back to paft 
years for matter of humiliation ; his prefent- ftate of 
mind calls upon himtto renew his confeflion and for row 
before God. Such frequent workings of a carnal, world- 
ly, unbelieving fpirit ; fo little love to God or man ; 
fuch a taint brought upon the foul, under provocations* 
to envy, pride, anger, impurity, and difcontent, though 
his fellow-creature^ fee it not, yet he groans, often, being 
burdened with an evil nature. Sorrow and fhame there? 
fore for fin, he continues to f^l, till death gives him a 
difcharge from this warfare. 

Do I know (fays the true penitent) that God has par- 
doned my fins ? What an inftance of mercy is this ? 
How marvellous the grace which plucked a brand out of 
the fire ! And am I ftill doing fo little for him who hath 
done fo much for me ? O vile ingratitude ! O that I 
could obtain more viftory over my corruptions ! How 
often have I lamented my infirmities and defeats, yet 
have caufe to do fo ftill ! How often defigning and pur- 
fuing clofer communion with God, but what a poor 
progrefs do I make ! How would the defilement found 
in my beft duties feparate betwixt God and my foul for 
ever, had I ^ot the blood of Chrift to cleanfe me, and 
the benefit of his interceflion, as my glorious advocate 
with the Father ? O wretched man that I am who fltaU de?. 
liver me from the body of this death ! 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

. * 'X 

The SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

False repentance produces only a par- 
tial amendment ; true, an equal oppofit^n to every kind 
of difobedience. As fome grofs offence generally excites 
that fear which is the life of falfe repentance, deliverance 
from its dominion too frequently fati’sfies without any 
further change. Or if the falfe penitent is^ zealous for 
religious duties, who was once profane, he will live in 
ftrife, injuflice and uncharitablenefs ; if he contend ear- 
neftly for the truth - of the gofpel, he' will love money, 
and value it more than the peace of God. And under 
the form of godUnefs, he feels no power from on high ; 
Hke thofe of Laodicea^ he is perfe<^ly fatislied with himfelf. 

Diredly oppofite to this, is the charac1:er of a true pen- 
itent ; he finds indeed, as we obferved before, continual 
caufe to confefs his imperfedions, and feek renewed par- 
don in the blood of Chrift. But though he has not al- 
ready attained, neither is already perfed, yet he watches 
and flrives againft aU that i^ evil, and labors to be tran% 
formed into the image of God. He cannot be fatisfied 
with freedom from prefumptuous tranfgreflion ; all the 
graces of the bleffed Spirit are beautiful in his eyes : he 
ipannot live^without them' ; purity, humility, meeknefs, 
charity, patience, faith and love are implanted in his foul, 
and he conftantly ufes the appointed means to eflablife' 
and encreafe them more and more. I confefs, faith the 
true penitent, my heart is deceitful above all things, and 
defparately wicked ; this makes me feel the need 1 have 
of power and grace from Heaven to keep me : yet my 
defire is before the Lord, and my groaning is not hid 
from him. I can truly fay, I hate the thought of fool- 
ifhnefs, but thy law do I love. O that my ways- were 
made fodired that I might keep thy law. 
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It will fuiEce to mention but one inftancc more. Falfe 
repentance fufFers us balely to yield to the tear of man, 
whilft true repentance leads us to forfake all to follow 
Chrift. Many fet out a little way, and run well in reli- 
gion, till love . of praife or dread of contempt conquers 
them, and they turn back. Their own relations or pcr- 
fons w'ho can be of great advantage to them in the world 
muft at all events be pleated ; no finful ways, therefore 
muft they abftain from as filthinefs, if fo doing will, for- 
feit their favor, by whom the^ may gain or lore fo mucii. 

The true penitent, on the contrary, heartily afhamed 
of his pafl life, ai.d determined, from love to God, to do 
his will, carefully avoids every fnare and every occafion 
which would endanger a relapfe. He \vill no longer 
comply with evil cuiloms, or call innocent, what gives 
temptation its moft inviting form ; diverts the thoughts 
entirely .from God and eternal things, and inflarnes thofc 
paffions, w^hich wifdom., intereft, and duty require men 
to fupprefs. For confcience fake, therefore, he will rifk 
the lofs of temporal advantages, and rehft the intreaties 
and bear the frowns of relations and friends, fooner than 
be feduced from his vigilant jealoufy over fin, and all ap-^ 
proaches to it. He will walk with great circumfpecHon 
in regard to all perfons and things, left they fhould ob- 
ftrua him iii- his pilgrimage. It is his ftedfaft purpofe, 
lofe or fuffer W’hat he may, never to yield to popular cr- 
rors,or the faftiion of neglecting the foul, but to repel eve- 
ry infinuating advocate for conformity to cuftom, faying. 
Depart from me <pe%vicked^ I will keep the commandments of 

my God. . 

The vaft importance of the fubjecl: requires us, to fum 
up the feveral particular inftances in w^hich true and 
falfe repentance differ. Falfe repentance is the offspring 
of fear ; true, of light from Heaven;, which makes fin 
appear exceeding ilnful ; falfe. Repentance feeks relief 
from its fears, and builds its hope on better obedience, 
fufpicious of the atonement made on tiie crofs ; true, 
confides in this alone, having the heart fprinkled with 
the blood of Chrift from an evil confcience ; falfe repen- 
tance can confift with an averfion to God and his law \ 
in true, there is a love to both. Falfe repentance is tem- 
porary refpe(fting grofs fins, and then fettles into a def* 
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|Hcable form of ; tmesis an abiding felf-abafement 

before God, for . which there appears abundant caufc, 
from growth in the knowledge of him, ^and of ourfdves. 
In falfe repentance fome beloved luft or l^^fe temper is 
fpared, and a partial obedience is pffered up to God ; in 
true the change is univerfal and followed with all the 
fruits of the Spirit. Falfe repentance will lead a man to 
obey God only fo far as he may without perfecution or 
reproach ; true, is content to go through evil report, con- 
tent with the praife of God, let men think or do as they 
pleafe. 

This view of the difference between fdfe repentance, 
and that which is unto falvation, would be fufficient-^n 
thefubjefl, were the word of God generally known and 
received : for that commands all men to repent ; affirming 
that eternal ruin muft follow, except we repent. But a- 
las ! in flat contradidion to fcripture the fafliionabie 
fentiment and general concluflon is that thofe only need 
repentance whofe wickednefs offends fociety j the lewd, 
the drunken, the diflioneftj and profane ; in the judgment 
of the world, ignorant of natural depravity, and proud- 
ly prejudiced againfl: the dodrine, much evil muff firli: 
be committed before a change of life and htatt can 
be at all neccffaryi To fpeak out more plainly, a fobcr 
yoting gentleman, who has been dutiful to his parents, 
kind to his relations, well efteemed abroad, and fhuih 
commended at home, kept at the fame time, by his afflu- 
ence, from the temptation of doing any thing men in 
general account bafe, is apt extravagantly to over-rate 
his own condud, as all around hiih do, and to fuppofe he 
has done nothing which calls for godly fortow, of 
ought to trouble his confci^nce : he is confident yoii 
greatly injure him by infilling that he caii never be fa- 
red without fuch a fenfe of fin, loathing of himfelf, faith 
in Chrift, and zeal to honor God, as conftitute true re- 
pentance. 

In the fame miftakc a young lady, trained up to affa- 
bility and politenefs, to love peace and harmony, can be' 
guilty of no offence in the eyes of the world, without 
doing violence to all the rcftraints of modefty, decency, 
and charader ; of canfequence felf-pleafing thoughts of hef 
own virtues will fill her mind : Ihe will hardly believe a 
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young lady of her good charader has ' any occafion to 
confefs herlinfulne^ before God with fliame and forrow, 
or that Ihe needs repentance. Many, and of great name, 
too, I allow, are advocates in favor offuch amiable per- 
fons, who conclude (human frailty confidered) none 
can be in a better ftate. But the feripture is the decifivc 
llandard of right and wrpngi and muft at laft prevail ; 
.now the feripture has condemned ^//. No fobriety of 
manners, therefore, no dutiful or hand carriage towards 
parents and relationsVcan exempt you from this condem- 
nation ; nor can your ftate be fafe, tijl you have repented. 
A charge of great finfulncfs ftands in fall force againtt 
you, as fliall now be proved, 

Be it granted, that you have been always decent and 
of good report *, that no relation or friend, touching 
your behavior to them can fee any thing which wants 
amendment. To ^better charader no one, void of true 
repentance, can lay claim. Yet granting all this, an 
entire change of heart is, as neceffary before you can 
pleafe God'or be meet for Heaven, as in them whofe 
company you flee for the bafenels of their condud. 

Conlider much admired youth, how has your heart 
ftoodaffeded towards your Creator, Preferver, and Judge? 
You have received from his bounty, every endowment 
which inakes you pleafe I He is infinitely excellent : have 
ygu loved him, and from love employed your time, talents 
and influence as he has commanded yoja to do ? Po you 
reverence his word, meditate with pleafure on its facred 
conteritSj'andin thefolemn hours of prayers, endeavor 
to honor him by the deep humility of your foul : in o- 
bedienene to his tender counfel, do you avoid giving into 
falhionable converfation, calculated to juftify and indulge 
pride, fenfuality, ambition or avarice ? Is your defire a- 
bov.e all things to live in fubjefrion to God, and continu- 
ally to depend, as he commands for righteoufnefs and 
ftrength on the Lord Jefus Chrijl ? ’ 

If confdence teftifies, that you are a ftranger to fuch 
Intentions and tempers, (and it muft teftify fo, except 
you have repented,)^ then your life has been led entirely 
under the power of a depraved mind ; it has been one 
continued courfe of fin, notwithftanding your many ami- 
able qualities, and all the efteem tbey have procured you: 
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for your whole ftudy and aim has been to pleafe your- 
felf, and gain reputation. God, his truth, honor, love, 
and mercies, have been utterly forgotten. In the midft 
of all that decent regard which you paid without failure 
to every one around you, God alone has been treated 
with negle<^. But if this be true, what account is to be 
made of your exemption from the common vices of 
youth, or your great and good character amongft men ? 

Is not negleft of God, and injuftice towards him, a 
charge ofdtfelf fufEciently bafe and wicked ? Does it not ' 

cili for deep forrow, for felf-abhorrence, for an entire 
change of mind ? Or can any one abfurdly fuppofe all 
offences immediately againft God, are cancelled by amia- 
ble deportment to parents, and relations, and friends ? 

Where no defire to pleafe God, forms and governs the 
tempers, the difference muft be nothing whether felf-love 
chfces a way of gratification more reputable, t>r one % 

which men agree to reproach. In both cafes, the fervicc S* 

of God is equally defpifed, and himfelf treated as a cy- ^ 

pher. Without true repentance, therefore, you remain 
involved in all the guilt and mifery of a creature fallen 
from God, fetting up your will above his law, and your- 
felf above him ; and dying in fuch a fpirit, you muft be 
loft. 

Equally vain (though very common) is it for men to ^ 

truft in honefty or generofity to relations, dependents, i 

and neighbors, as fetting afide in their cafe, the need of 
true repentance. What can be more weak ? is no fin but 
difhonefty forbidden, or hateful to God ? Is there the 
leaft hint in his revelation, that one or two good quali- 
ties will atone for what is wicked and deteftable ? You 
may aUior every fpecies of diflionefty, and delight to do 
adfs of kindnefs, yet be proud and fclf-fdfficient as Luci- 
fer, luftful as a fatyr, utterly profane as an infidel ; a 
ftranger to every temper a creature, and a finner ought 
to feel, as much as if you was the vileft cheat on earth. 

I grant, felfifh men extol honefty and benevolence, with 
the loudeft applaufe ; yet muft the mind be humble, be- " 
fore the honeft, generous man can pleafe his Maker. 

Though I give all my goods to the poor and have not love (the 
love of God and man, which before true repentance can 
have no place in the heart) it projiteth me nothing. ' 
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•When the obfervance of focial duties, therefore, is ufed 

a plea to difpenfe wth godly for row for lin, and de- 
^ndence upon Chrili for lalvation, the Heaven daring 
imagination proves the heart, which harbors it, totally 
depraved, and requires as great an exercife of mercy to 
forgive fo wicked a thought, as to pardon thofe who de- 
fraud and injure man. 

You have now been inftruded in the nature of true 
repentance ; that it is an entire change of judgment, 
tempers, and pradice ; and that every creature, fallen from 
God and righteoulheis, muft experien.ee this divine change 
or perilh. 

I would hope, therefore, your confcience is now in 
fome degree awakened, and that you delire to know 
what method you muft take, in order that your repen- 
tance may be unto falvation : if this be your delire, in- 
ftead of multiplying diredions, it will fuffice to point 
out the few which follow. 

Read much the feripture, with prayer to underftand 
it, as the method which God has preferibed for your re- 
covery, and dwell on thofe particular parts, which def- 
cribe the nature of true repentance The fifty- firft Pfalm 
delineates to perfection, the properties of a contrite 
fpirit returning to God. The fifteenth of St. Luke pre- 
fents us with an affeCting pictiire of an acceptable peni- 
tent ; and in the fifth and lixth chapters of the Ephejiansy 
the entire change of heart and life ellential to ail Chrif* 
tiansy is at large laid before you, Thefe, and feveral fim- 
ilar parts of fcripture, you muft read with care, and take 
pains to underftand. In this employment you are feek- 
ing after knowledge, and are in the way to have thofe 
very difpolitions towards God, fpring up in your foul, 
which, you read, conftitute true repentance* 

2. Cpnlider with much attention, the corruption of 
your nature. Only commune with your own heart, 
and you will immediately .find your inclinations ftrongly 
bent to many things you ought to hate, and that you 
have a great avcrfion to things' excellent ; you will ob- 
ferve an excelfive degree of felfilhnefs cleaves to you, and 
a lamentable indifference to the peace, comfort, and wel- 
fare of others. Upon examination, you will find many 
bafe tempers have a root in your heart, and work on aU 
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temptations fuited to excite them to your great defile^ 
ment. ^ 

The fruit alfo of this natural depravity, you muft 
obferve, has appeared in your numerous oftences. Re- 
coiled the feveral relations and places you from your 
childhood have lived in, and ^vhatjyour faults were in 
each : above all, dwell on what is called in -fcriptui^ 
your own iniquity, which has enflaved and defiled you 
above every other corruption. , It may be paflion, pride, 
envy, lewdnefs, hying, love of money, or praife from men; 
Call to remembrance the many inftances in which your 
fin has broken out, fo as to leave great guilt 'upon your 
mind, and lliarp upbraidings, yet has prevailed after alh 
Think how you have pleaded for rebellion againft God 
in your own cafe, ftifled convictions, and even prefumtu- 
oufly, and with deliberation, done evil. Think with 
what neglect and contempt you have treated the gofpel, 
though the wifdom of God, the great refult of his infin^ 
ite underftanding and richeft mercy. You would not fi> 
jnuch as enquire about it, or take the leaft pains to inform 
yourfelf ^yhy Chrift came into the world, and what ben- 
efits are to be received from him. Conclude with reck- 
oning up the feveral aggravations of your fins ; that they 
have been committed after counfels and reproofs, warn- 
ings, judgments, deliverances, and tender mercies. No 
one has been a tranfgreflbr in fo little a degree, but upon 
a fair and honeft detail of his offences, fo far as confcience 
has regiftered them (though there be yet only a fmall 
knowledge of duty) but he will find liimfelf an offender 
far beyond what he has conceived. 

This examination muft be crowned with prayer, for 
repentance is the gift of God. We are pleafed to thinl^ 
it is an eafy work to rejpent, and conclude ficknefs, or ad- 
vance in age, or fear of death will of themfelves lead us 
to repentance. Proud miftake, man ifeft. by daily expe- 
rience ! and a contradidion to the Holy Ghoft, who calls 
repentance the grant of God. To fix on the heart a con- 
yicHon of finfulnefs, and felf-loathing for it ; to obtain 
confidence in Chrift, and zeal for his honor, evidencing 
themfelves^in newnefs of life, muft be the effe(ft of Al- 
mighty Grace, bccaufe felf-love violently relents * every 
charge of a heinous nature : and every natur^ paflion 
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rifes up in indignation againft confeffing ourfelves to be 
vile and heli-deferving. Whilft it is impoflible, without 
divine light, to fee any thing lovely in a God, who fo fe- 
verely condemns thofe very lulls, which have long been 
indulged as fources of our pleafure. Wherefore, from 
that fountain only, whence proceeds every good and per- 
fed gift, you muft receive repentance unto life. As a 
reafonable immortal creature, you are commanded to re- 
pent, and as a helplefs linner, infuffi^ient to every good 
work, you are alfo taught to pray for his Spirit, that 
you may be obedient to his command. It is your part 
to confels your own inability to glorify God by true re- 
pentance, and implore him in whofe hands are the hearts 
of all men, to help you effe^ally againft yourfelf, the 
•world, and Satan. The following prayer, lb very hum- 
bling, availeth much : Turn thou usy 0 good Lord^ and fo 
Jhall we be turned. Save usy and we fall be faved^ for thot^ 
art our praife. 
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CHAPTER, XXVI. 

The Tempers of- a Christian towards God, anp^ 
THE Principles which form them. 

God, in himfelf infinitely excellent, 
and to us perpetually bountiful, has a double claim to 
rule in our hearts without a rival. Yet we naturally neg- 
le<ft him, and find all our pleafure in living as our own 
mailers. And it is owing to the dodirines of the gofpel re- 
vealed in the heart by the Holy Ghoft, that a Chrifian en- 
tirely renounces all difaffeftion to his Maker, and glori-. 
fics him with body, foul and fpirit. 

The grace of God^ faith the feripture, which hringeth faU 
•uation^ hath appeared unto all men^ teaching thent, fby fuch 
a difplay of infinite good will to deny nngodlinefs ; no more 
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to infult their adorable benefador by rebellion, or dif- 
honor him by neglect. The doctrines of grace make 
every duty appear rational, and win the heart to the prac- 
tice of univerial godlinefs. Having, therefore, explain- 
ed and eftabliflied thefe do(Tfines, which conftitute the 
divine knowledge peculiar to a Chrijiian^ I proceed to 
delineate the feveral excellent tempers by which he ftands 
diftinguilhed from the unbelieving 5 and that pradice^ 
which (hews forth the praifes of his God and Saviour, 
who hath called him out of darknels into marvellous light* 

We begin with thofe tempers, which every real Chrif- 
iian^ exercifes towards God. 

The firil is fear^ one of the chief fprings which govern 
the human mind. Some fuitable objed, therefore, muft 
needs engage our' fear ^ to keep us from the influence of 
imaginary terrors, or of things little to be dreaded, whilft 
we remain duly fenflble to impreflions from what is of 
greateft moment. In this excellent manner, fear is reg- 
ulated in the Cbri/iian's breaft. Inferior caufes and tern-* 
poral evils, he knows are only inftruments in the hands £\ 

of God, fubferving his will ; therefore, he fandifies the 
Lord God in his heart. He is his fear and his dreads f 

A God too wife to miftake, too juft to do wrong, too | 

mighty to be refifted, and too good to be known with- 1 

out adoration of hisj name, and felf-abafement before ■; 

' him. The fear of a Chrijiian produces no uneafy feel- i; 

ing refpeding God ; it is the fear of a creature towards | 

a merciful Creator ; of a flnner redeemed by the rich- 
eft ad ot love, and of a child towards an affedionate 
father. In the fame proportion, therefore, as he increaf- 
es in the knowledge, he increafcs in the fear of God, for 
they- are infeparable from each other. So infeparable, 
that the inhabitants of Heaven cry out. Great and mar- 
vellous are thy works ^ Lord God almighty^ juji and true an 
thy ways, 0 King of faints ? Who Jhall not fear Thee, 0 
Lord, and glorify thy name ? It is in general a noble ingen- 
uous fear of the Lord, and his goodnefs, which rules a 
Chrijiian, But as he is encompaflcd with allurements to 
bribe, with foes to intimidate, and lenfible objeds which 
make a forcible impreliion, it is neccflary, in feafons of 
violent temptation, to call to remembrance the wrath reveal- 
ed from Heaven againft all the ungodlinefs and unright- 
eoufnefs of men, ' 
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Tiyf fear produces, in every real Chrijllan, a readinefs 
io obey God with a cheerful mind^ and without referve. He 
beholds his Maker’s abfolute dominion over him, found- 
ed in his very being. Every facility of his foul, and 
member of his body is given at firft, and perpetually 
preferved by the ad of God ; confequently when he 
hnfh. to be emoloved according to his will. 
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ed me again after his own image. I am able to compre-i 
hend with all faints, the length and breadth, the height 
and depth of the love of Chrift ; and I know what re- 
proach and mifery the Lorcl of life and glory bore, to 
faye my foul. On one hand, I fee the fathomlefs abyfs 
of woe, from which he prefer ved me ; on the other, the 
exceeding eternal weight of glory ready to be revealed in 
me : whilft I meditate upon thefe things, affured of their 
certainty, I fay, even the ftones of the ftreet might well 
cry out againft me, if I was hot fired with gratitude to* 
make fome becoming return ; I am glad to confefs no 
Have fo abfolutely the property of his matter by purchafe, 
as I am Chrift’s ; nor any penfioner on royal bounty fo 
obliged to honor the king for a rich undeferved provif- 
ion, as I am to love and pleafe my God, both with foul 
and body, which are his; 

Such it is evident, froni the appoftle’s declaration, are 
the feelings of a Chrijlian ; for when he is IheWiilg w^hat 
influenced him, and all the faithttil, to ferve the Lord 
with fuch eminent zeal, to the hazard of tlicir liVes, he 
The love of Chrijl conjlraineth vs ; like a mighty fwell- 
ing tide, it bears us above all pppofition, carrying forth 
our fouls in lively a<tts of gratitude towards God. 

With gratitude, qffidrice is ttriftly connected : for wlien 
we know our benefactor hath beftowed upon us .many 
rich favors, we are then able t6 truft in’ his goodnefs- 
It is thus the fiii of unbelief fo' fharply upbraided in ferip- 
turc, fo diflionorable to God, fo fadly perplexing vand 
hurtful to the foul, is conquered in the heart of a^ Chrif 
tian. And though, in feafons of extreme trouble and 
temptation, he iriay be fometimes afraid he can fay With 
truth, yet will I put my truft in God, A Cbrijiidn can 
do this, becatufe many exceeding great and precious 
promifes are gpven to hiUi for this very purpofc, that his 
faith and hope may be in GOd. He cannot q|)en the 
without meeting with anintating deferiptions 
of the Lord God omnipotent, as full of companion, a- 
bundant in mefcy^ forgiving iniquity, tranfgfeflion, and 
fin. 

^ Befides, he knows the’ loVe wherewith God hath loVed 
him. Efe hath promifed (faith a Chrijiiari) to bring every* 
one to glory, who believes in the nanie of his only be- 
gotten Son, and confirmed^ the ineftimabic promife by 
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covenant and oath. It would be the height of prefump- 
tion in me, to expect what God has no where engaged 
himfelf to bellow ^ but after he hath given fuch exceed- 
mg great and precious promifes, and is able to do exceed- 
ingly above all that I can afk or think, it would be cak- 
ing reproach upon his faithfulnefs and bounty, to har* 
bor fears and fufpicions of his good will towards me. 

But though a ChriJUan firft triifts in the Lord, and 
flays himfelf upon his God from faith in the promifes, 
yet after growth in grace, his experience ftrongly con- 
hrms his truft ; becaufe all that help, protection, and 
comfort, which the promifes encouraged him to expect, 
he has now, in many inftances, feen accomplifhed. A 
vail variety of temptations, dangers, and enemies, try the | 
word of the Lord to the uttermoft, whether there be a- 
ny deceit in it. But the experiment, though ever lb of- 
ten repeated, only enhances its value. The mortification 
of my vile alFedions (fays the Chrijiian^) my deliverance 
from deceit and violence, both ufed to deltroy my 
foul ; my pleafures and confoTations in the fervice of 
Chrill exactly cprrefpond with the account given of thefc 
things in the word of God. From this complete evi- 
dence, therefore, he lees it is good for him to put his 
trull in the Lord God. And though the workings of 
unbelief, are very far from being utterly extincl, they 
are always lamented, refilled, and at length put to 
flight. He rifes fuperior to every trial," when he is ena- 
bled, through much prayer, and confellion of his own c- 
vil heart of unbelief, to receive that compreh’enfive word 
of promife : All things Jhall work together for good to them 
that love God, Affli&ons, he fays, though lharp and 
long continued ; injuries moll malicioully deligned, or 
whatever way fuflerings come upon me, they are not 
the fcourge of an enemy, or the wound of a cruel one, 
nor do they come by chance : they are fent to do me 
good. This is all the fruit, to take away fin ; he afilicls 
for my profit, to make me partaker of his holinefs. 
Therefore will I patiently wait, and quietly hope for the 
expe^ed end. 

Thus the Chriftian^ by palHve obedience to the will of 
God, honors him in the midll of all his troubles : he 
honors him no lefs by doing all things to the glory of God* 
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Glory is the Ihining forth of fome excellency. We give 
it to men, when with high efteem ^.nd cordial regard we 
Ipeak of their worth, and the good which the world hath 
received from them. The Chriflian has a fiiigle intention 
in this manner, to glorify God. He would convince all 
by his whole life and converfation, that he engages in 
his fervice on account of his goodnefs, wifdom, hoiinefs, 
andfovereign dominion, which all appear to him in the 
mcft amiablelighU Falfe motives which form many Ihining 
characters, have no influence in his heart. Fear of fliame 
or lols do not reftrain him from evil ; nor love of praife, 
or felf-applaufe, excite him to do well ; but fenfe of du- 
ty and regard to his Maker’s honor # He offers up all his 
focial virtues, as he does his devotion, with a pure defire 
that God may be better ferved by himfelf, and all around, 
him. The ufefulnefs of a£lions tQ fociety is ^ the 
world regards. To them the end and defign for which 
. they are done, is nothing. A Chrijiian^ on the contrary, 
knows the temper of the mind ftamps the value of the 
action, and above every thing the rcfpeifl: it has to God. 
When he difcharges, therefore, the duty of his particular 
ftation, (be it that of a mafter, hufband, or father, a fon, 
a fervant, or tradefman, a magiftrate, or paftor) he would 
have all underftand, he is confcientious in his practice not 
to be highly efteemed and commended j but becaufe he 
knows all God’s precepts concerning all things to be 
right, and is perfuaded«he hath given us a law in all thefe 
refpe<fl:3, which ought not to be broken. It is this hea- 
ven-born intention, which confecrates his whole behav- 
ior, and makes it truly religious. 

Infeparable from this conftant intention of giving hon^ 
I or to God in the eyes of men, h purity ofhearU ^ A Chrifr 
tian prevents fin from conceiving, by refilling its firfl; ap- 
pearance in the foul. Though he cannot root out the 
corruption of nature, nor totally fupprefs the rifing 
of evil thoughts or fenfations, he is uneafy when he feels 
them, as kings are at the rifing up of rebellion in their 
realm. He intreats his God to fend him immediate 
help, and expel his enemies. What was at firfl: an in' ol- 
untary motion within (fad indication of his fall from o- 
riginal righteoufnefs) he will not fuffer to grow exceed- 
ing finful by cherifliing it j becaufe this would be a plaia 
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• proof of love for fin, though felfifh motives might reftrain 

from the commiffion of it. 

^ This excellent temper of a Chrijiian muft be more par- 
ticularly pplained. Obferve him in the flower and 
prime of life ; he not only avoids the brothel and harlot, 
he is offended at foolifh jefting, at the impure luftirgs of 
Jiis heart, and the w^anton pidures a corrupt imagination 

H would be drawing before his eyes. In bufinefs, he does 
much more than ufe^ jufl weight and meafure, he refifts 
the love of money and inordinate gain. In his behavior 
towards competitors and enemies, he does much more 
than abftain from flander and railing ; he condemns and 
refills filent envy, fecret animofity, and injurious fur- 
mifes, asthe offspring of bafe felfiflxnefs. He appears 
guilty of revenge and malice in his own eyes, when he 
deteds himfelf liftening, with fatisfadion to thofe who 
fpeak evil of his foes, though the evil be true. To men- 
tion no more^ inftances, the Chrijiian is not only careful 
to avoid fetting off his own ^accomplifhments, which 
good fenfe and good manners teach ; but he main- 
tains a ftedfaft oppofition to felf-app}aufe and felf-admi- 
ration, not ceafing till he hath put to flight thefe grand 
oppofers of the glory of God, the giver of every good 
and perfed^ gift. In each of thefe inftances, and more 
which niight be named, a Chrijiian honors his 
Maker, as fearcher of the heart, and Lord of con- 
fcience ; before whom the fervant defire of his foul 
continually afcends in this prayer. Search me, 0 Gcd, 
and know my heart, try me, and know my thoughts : fee if 
thgre be any wicked way in me^ and lead me in the way 
everlajling* ^ 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 
On the Tempers of a Christian towards God. 



Care to imitate th^ example which he 
left us, when he was manifeft in the flefh, is a principal 
part of a Chrijiian's temper. He watches, prays, and la- 
bors with fuccefs, to have implanted in his f()ul, mercy, 
forbearance, love of righteoufnefs, and hatred of iniqui- 
ty. Ihele excellencies in Jefus Cbrijl^ without mealure, 
he contemplates ; upon this all-perfccl pattern his eyes 
are fixed, as a limner’s upon an invaluable original, which 
he copies ; and by perfevering attention, its transform- 
mg efficacy is felt in his foul. 

But granting mere Charadcr, though bright as an an- 
gel’s, IS too refined to produce imitation, a Chrijlian has 
the exprefs command of his Lord, whom he loves to o- 
bey, enjoining him to tread in his fteps. Te call me maf. 
ter and Lord, and yefay well, for fo 1 am. If I then, ypur 
Lord and majlcr , have wajloed your feet, ye ought alfo to wajh 
one another\s feet. For I have given you an example, that ye 
Jhould do as I have done to you. Joh. xiii. - ^ 

This injund:ion has a firong tendency to make every' 
temper contrary to the mind that wa^ in Chrift, appear 
to a believer deformed and very criminal. He fees the 
mean hypocrify of profeffing to be a follower of Chrift 
withoi^ conformity to his image ; a conformity which 
mamfefts itfelf by a meafure of every grace, which fli«nc 
in liis life, and in hatred, not of one evil temper or an- 
other, but of the whole body of fin. Though feme may 
reprefent this as carrying the holinefs of a Chrijlian to an 
unwarrantable height, we have authority inconteftable 
to affirm, that every living member of ChrifPs church 
muft ffiinc m a real refemblance of his moral excellcnc\^ 

r ^ perfon of the 

Lord Jefiis Chriji) the glory of the Lord, ?rc changed 
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into the image from glory to glory, even as by the fpirit 
of our God. And this imitation of Chrift becomes eafy 
from the love a Ohrijlian bears towards him : for we 
copy with pleafure the manners of' the perfon we ad- 
mire ; efpecially, if added to his excellencies, his gener- 
pfity to us has been ftriking and moft beneficial. This 
is the cafe between creatures, whofe richeft favors are 
but of fmall value, and amongfl whom the brighteft 
characters very imperfect. How much more powerful- 
ly muft a ChriJiMs heart be afFeded in pondering the 
riches of the fiivior’s love, and his unfpeakable kindnefs ! 
He is drawn by a fecret attradion to imitate his charac- 
ter> who is his peace and hope, his life and God, 
and all. 

Such love does more than excite to imitation, it cre- 
ates love to God, and fupreme delight in him. Man, 
funk under bodily appetites, underftands not that God 
can be a richer fourcc of prefent joy, than money, gran- 
deur, fenfuality, or even the fciences. Hence expref- 
fions of fupreme love to him, though unfullied by enthu- 
fiafm, fall under cenfure with the world. They will 
have it, that fuch exprefllons, though they aboimd in 
feripture, are without a meaning. And what we call 
warmth of affection towards God, is all aferibed to tem- 
perature of body, quicker circulation of the blood, or the 
power of imagination, 

A Qhrijiian^ on the contrary, loves the invifible ande- 
temal God, as really. as covetous men love their money 
the Voluptuous their grofs delights, or parents their off- 
fpring. He loves him, becaufe his name is all excellent, 
and his goodnefs eclipfes, at onge, all that is praifed a- 
mongft men. Almighty power manifeft in his worksj^ 
unerring wifdom, unblemiflied truth, tender mercy, holi- 
nefe which cannot bear with evil ; in fhort, every thing 
fitted to raife the admiration of an intelligent Being, are 
united in God and made palpable by his revelation of 
himfelf in Chrijl Jefus. From thefe views a Chrijiian is 
won to love God, and exprefs his love by entertaining 
high and adoring thoughts of him j by meditating pn 
him with pleafure. 

This love of God for his own perfeftions, though not 
commonly difeerned in a Chrijiian at firft, yet, as he 
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grows in knowledge and faith, becomes indifputable. It 
has a ftrong influence, even whilft he doubts whether he 
fliall be faved, becaufe he will ftillefteem andfpeak good 
of his name ; he w'ill conftantly and zealouiy maintain 
his truth, and commend his precepts, be faithful in his 
fervice, and prize nothing fo much as his favor. 

Befides the incomparable excellency of God, a ChriJUan 
has other motives to love him ; for the more benefit we 
derive from any perfon excellent in himfelf, the more 
life we feel in our affeftions towards him. But the chief 
good to z.ChriJlian is his God, : all beneath him is mean, 
tranfitory, diflatisfying. But his glory Ihining into the 
mind, and his peace enjoyed, make him cry (jut. Whom 
have I in Heaven but Thee ? And there is none upon earth I 
defire^ befides Thee ? He cannot be happy whilfl a cloud 
remains upon his mind, and prevents his fellowlhip with 
the Father and with the Son. The vehement defires of 
his foul, he exprelTes in fuch requefts as thefe, Cajl me 
not away from thy ■ prepnce, and take not thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Rejlore unto me the joy of thy falvation and uphold 
me with th^ free Spirit. And when he can call God his 
God, it animates and gives hiih joy, more than all riches • 
it fatisfies him in the midft of trouble. - Under falfe ac- 
cufations and reproach, he finds comfort in the thought 
that his bcft friend can never be deceived, but will, in 
due time, make his innocency fldne forth. In afilidions, 
diftrefles, and necellities, it is his ftrong fupport, that the 
Lord knoweth his path, and when heis tried,he lhall come 
forth as gold. In national calamities, which fbread con- 
fternation on every fide, a Chrijlian finds a place of refuge 
and a never-failing fpring-of peace, fo as to poflefs his 
foul in patience, knowing he hath a treafure above the 

reach of all that annoys and terrifies the children of 
men. 

Such illuftrious proofs of love to God and the all-fuf. 
ficient comfort it affords, we find on record, even before 
the kingdom of Heaven was preached. This more full 
difplay,therefort, of divine love to men muft certainly 
be equal to fuch a bleffed effed. Habbakuk ftrong in 
feith could fay. Although the fig tree Jhall not blo/fom, neither 
Jball fruit be in the vine ; the labor of the olives Jhall fail, and ' 
the fields jhall yield no meat, the flocks jhall be cut fffrom the 
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fsldy eifidt there JhcfJ I he fio herd iti the yet I ‘will rejoiee 
in the Lord^ 1 will joy in the God of my fahation. Could 
a man of like paflions witli ourfelves experience fuch full 
confolation from the love of God, under the comparative 
dimuefs of the Jewijh difpenfation ? Certainly now the 
day fpring from on high has vifited us, the love of God 
will enable a Chrijlian to feel as high ' delight in him. 
And if we fee very few experience any thing comparable 
to this, yet the dejire of all who are Ghrijlians in truth, is 
to do fo. I'hey prove this, by condemning and oppof- 
ing the firft tendency inthemfelves to impatience, though 
in great tribulation. Ihey lament the weaknefs of their 
faith, la^ ^ ^^y ^t't thou coji down^ 0 my foul ? ^nd why 
art thou fo difqukted within me ? Hope thou in God : for I 
Will yet praife him for the help of his countenance. 

\Vhether, therefore, the Chrijlian be weak or firong, 
it is apparent, that his love is fet upon God. When he 
rejoices in pain and tribulation, then his love to God 
flames forth with aflonifliing brightnefs. When he 
grieves, that he cannot find his heart thus honor him, it 
is as fure a proof of fupreme love, becaufe otherwife he 
could not pofllbly feel grief and fliame for want of joy 
in the Lord, at fuch a feafbn. To natural men, it is a 
thing unintelligible. The utmofl: they fuppofe man’s for- 
titude of mind can reach, is to bear with caimnefs as our 
lot, the pains and troubles we meet with. A Mw" 
d^flte, therefore, to be ftrengthened with all might accor-* 
ding to God’s glorious power, unto all patience and lon^ 
fuflermg with joyfulnefs, from the knowledge of what 
God is to him, and has done for him, is a demonftra- 
tion that he loves and delights in God. 



• . f . • ^ 

Chap. 28-3 ChtiJHan Uwarh Gtd. 

Sunday xxviiL 



90000000000a 



CHAPTER xxvni; 

On the Tempers of a Christian towards God, 



, . I T is atemjper peculiar to a Ch'rtjltan^ to 

life, witli diligence and pleafui'e, the appointed means of 
growth in knowledge, faith, love, and every grace. Nat- 
urally we have a ftrong averfion to thefe means. Con- 
feffion of fin, prayer to God, ftudy of his word, worfhip 
of him in public, and receiving the facrament, are , very 
dull, heavy, and iifkfome, till we loye God. Thefe things 
we may do in a flovenly manner from tradition, and 
blind imitation Of oiif fathers, df be dragged to them to 
pacify confcience, or from the leaven of the Pharifecs 
working in us, labor ftoutly to gratify our felf-exalting 
pride. Hence the whole devotion df the multitude is 
comprehended in a few minutes morning and evening, 
and a ciiftoniary attendance at churcli on Sundays ^ where 
much obfervation is made on what pa^s without, little 
attention paid to the inward man . of the heart, and no 
more coufeioufnefs of pleafureis felt in the whole vexa- 
tion they feel j than a child feels in repeating words by 
rote. . 

How different the temper df a Chriflian ! knowing the 
finfulnefe of his paft life, when all the imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart were evil only, and that continual- 
ly : and feeling fo much diforder and depravity flill re- 
ma.ining, it is a relief to his foul td pour out complaints 
againft himfelf, proftrate wdth Holy fhame before the 
greatnefs of eternal Majefty, to whom, notwithftanding 
all his yileiiefs,^ he is infinitely deaf. Then are opened 
the fprings of ingenuous forrow, then the rndfi pure and 
folid fatisfadiion is felt within, in giving gldry to the ho- 
Knefs of God. The Chrijiian has alfo much pleafure in 
niaking ktidvirn His reejuefts to Gdd by prayer : becaufe 
he earneftly defires fpiritual bleflings and graces, and ii 
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certain that every good and perfect gift diall be given, 
liberally to them who afk in faith. Ashiingei; and thirft^- 
therefore, feek their proper gratification, and the defire 
of every thing living is turned to what; it apprehends will 
do it good, fo the hunger and thirft of a Cbrijiian is to 
receive the fuppliea which can enrich his foul. Far, there- 
fore, from thinking prayer a burden, or performing it 
merely as a duty, the Chriftian is always prayings unlefs 
feme difficult bulinefs engrofs his attention. All places 
can bear witnefs to his devout afpirations. No fboner 
does fleep depart from him on his bed, then he is awake 
to- the moll fublime fenfations. With my fcid^ 0 Gody have 
I defired thee in the nighty yea with my fpirit within me will I 
feek thee early i From the fam6^ love to God, naturally 
arifes joy in extolling the name of fuch an almighty 
friend. It becometh wdl, fays a Chrijlian^ the juft to be 
thankful.' Frafe the Lordy 0 my fouly and all that is with* 
in, 7Hc^ praife h'ys holy name : for he hath delivered my fgul 
from deaths my eyes from tears^ and my feet from falling. My 
mouth is f died as it were with marrow and fatnefs^ whiljl I 
am praifmg thee with joyful lips. This fpiritual pleafure is 
as delicious, to me, as the glutton’s feaft is to his palate, 
when fwallowing the richeft dainties. 

Every thing which belongs to God, and is intendedto 
manifeft his excellencies and will, are delightful to a 
Chriflian, His word, his day,: his houfe, and his fervants 
in the miniftry, and the memorial of kis abundant good- 
nefs and dying love, are highly efteemed, and the ufe of 
them much enjoyed. Hozv I love thy law^ it is my medita* 
tion all the day. One day in thy courts is better than a thou* 
fund, 1 had rather be a door-keeper in the houfe of ?iiy Gody' 
than dwell in the tents of ungodlinefs. How beneficial to the 
fouls of men, their preaching who bring glad tidings, 
who publifli falvation, who arc given by the rifen and'al- 
cended Saviour, for the work of the miniftry in the- 
converfion of fmners ; for the perfecting of the faints, for 
tlie edifying ofthe body of Chrift, which is, the church. 
And how affecHng and tender, how gracious and benevo- 
lent, the command given by Jefus to hb children, to 
make his facrifice more precious to them, that with deep 
humility, gratitude, and joy they fhould eat of that bread,, 
and drink of that cup, as a public teftimony that cycry 
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J^leflingthey receive from God, and every good .they- ex^ 
ped, defcends to them only through the blood and right- 
oufnefs of God our Saviour. Every one of theie inftitu^ 
tions I revere^ and obferve to my edification and great 
cornfort. And though it muft be ccnfeffed, the moft 
lively and devoted Chrijiians too often feel iio delight in 
holy duties, yet this is' lamented and felt as a bur den. 
God is rdways the objed of their reverence and truft, 
gratitude and love. Whether in folemn ads of devo- 
tion^ their pleafures rife or fall, tjiey pundually offer up 
prayers and praifes, never weary of Qod or duty, though ' 
more and more fo of that body of death, which lb forer 
•ly hinders and oppreffes them, when they would be all 
felf-abaienaent, faith, love, and zeal in " approaching ,thc 
throne of grace. 

But this glareing proof of inbred lin, which a Chrtjlian 
laments, tends to increafe another exceljent temper in 
him, humility. By humility I do not mean his entertain- 
ing a worfe opinion of hirnfelf, or abaling himfelf lower 
than he really ought to do, but a juft fenfe of his weak- 
nefs, corruption, and linfulnefs in the fight of God. Men 
fliamefully diffemble here, if not openly contradid their 
Maker, for though they canfels forne faults, they fancy 
they have more good qualities, ^d over-rate what they 
own a gift from Heaven, becaufe itbelongs to themfelves. 
They will not allow that after all they have done and re- 
ceived, each has nothing to fay for himfelf, but God be 
?ncrciful to me a [inner ^ through the' atonement. But a 
Chrijiian knows his poverty and guilt, in his beft eftate 
on this fide glory. As a fcholar who has reached into 
the depths of fcience, fees much more of his own igno- 
rance than when he began : fo the more the Chrtjlian ad- 
vances in knowledge ot God, himfelf, and his duty, he 
becomes fenfible of many and great defeds which before 
^efcaped his notice, and fees himfelf at more diftance from 
perfedion than ever. The law of God, fays he, I know 
requires a perfed regularity of temper, and perfed rec- 
titude in every motion of the heart under all tempta- 
tions : that not fo much as the leaft taint of fin Ihould 
come upon my mind, no .wandering in prayer, no de- 
fed in adive zeal to do good by every talent and pow, 
er, no warping of my affedibns. from God, or deviation 
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^om hi3 IRrill upPT^ any account. Seeing tlie line of du- 
ty in this extent ; and acknowledging that in this manner 
God ought to be honored and obeyed by all reaf enable creatures^ 
his innumerable faults glare before him ; and whilft his 
deportment is blamelefs, nay exemplary in the fight of 
inen,hefeels caufe to implore forgivenefs of his trelpaffes, 
and to cry out. Behold I am vile. Enter 7iot into judgment 
voith thy fervant^ 0 Lord, for in thy Jight Jhall no man living 
be jujlijied. 

' Thus is the Chri/Han taught cffedually humility by 
the ^owledge of God’s law, and not lefs by the knowl- 
^ge bfthe gofpel. Have my fins (fays he) rendered 
me fo guilty in the eye of God, that it would refleft dif- 
honor upon his Majefty to receive my prayers, or fliew 
me mercy, but in confideration of the death and inter- 
ceflion of his own Son ; and can I in this Hate regard 
myfelf as any thing better than a finner ? Shall I conceit 
I am perfe^y free from defilement, when I am not per- 
mitted fo much as to alk pardon, wthout imploring the 
mediation of Chrift ? Thus'deeply laid is the foundation 
of Chriftian humility, a grace which afe as an antidote 
to the firft-born fin of man, and a guard againft every 
delufion of Satan. By it a Chriftian is maclc meet for 
flhat world, where God is all in all ; where ever fenfible 
of infinite cfiftance from him, though endowed with fur- 
pafling excellencies, angels' abafe themfelves before him,' 
^d cover their faces with their wings, whilfl they cry, 
Jdoly^ holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, 

* I have laid before you, in one view, the chief of thofe 
excellent tempers refpeffing God, the objefr and end of. 
yi duty^ which dwell in every real Chriftian, ■ If you, 
who read thefe pages, ’ arc utterly deftitute of any one of 
the tempers above deferibed, call not yoiirfelf a Chriftian, 
for you deceive yourfelf with an empty name. It is true, 
thefe fever al tempers adorn the feveral members of Chrift’s 
chmcK in different degrees \ Ihining forth in fome with 
brighter luftre, with lefs in others; as liars differ from 
each other iii glory. Yet the joint-infludncii of all is ef- 
fential to the very being of a real Chriftian ; as every 
member of the body, or leading faculties' of the foul, arc 
to conftitiite a man complete. WitJE^ as much propriety, 
a mutilated form, or moriftrous birth, may be deemed 
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pcrfc^l:, becaufeit has life, as a foul void of one of thefc 
tempers be called a Chriftian. For what greater abfurdi- 
ty can you affirm,. than that a man can be a' Chriftian 
vdthout the fear of God, or unfeigned fubmiffion to his 
authority; Chriftian without gratitude to his Maker, 
or affiance in his goodnefs, a Chriftian without love to 
Chrift, without piety, without humility. Take away 
any one of thefc difpofitions, and you rob the foul of 
that which muft exprefs the fpiritual life it polTefTes. 

Examine, therefore, yourfclves, whether you be in the 
faith, 'prove your own fclves. If a man fay he hath faith 
and hath no works, can that faith fave him ? You may 
leave out, or put what you pleafe into the character of 
one you chufc to call a Chriftian. You may make bap- 
tifm fufficient, or an affent to the truth of feripture, and 
that capital doctrine in it, that fefiis is the Son of God, 
the Chrift wholhould come into the world, and on this 
ground wrorfliip amongft Cbriftians. Neverthelefs the 
Unchangeable ftapdard is the chara<fter of a Chriftian^ de^ 
Jineated in the word of God. - This fpeaks fo plainly, it 
needs no comment. It fpe 2 iks to men of every age, it 
makes no difference, and allows of no abatement ; it per- 
emptorily affirms, in a variety of expreffions, all impor- 
ting the fame univerfal change of temper refpcdling God, 
that they who are Chrift’s, have crucified the flefh with 
the affedions and lufts. 

This alone is the Chriftian chara(fter, though it were 
to be found only in one ofathoufand, in one of a nation. 
To delude ourfelves with popular notions, \vhich reduce 
the Chriftian chara<fter to a receiving certain articles of 
faith, and a regular obfervan ce of fome religious ceremo- 
nies, is thefure way to confirm infidels in contempt of 
the gofpel, and footh men in their ruinous conceit, that 
the form of godlinefs is fufficient without the power. 

As you defire, therefore, to obtain fill vat ion, and w^ould 
not be found a hypocrite in the great day, take good 
heed that you worftiip God in fpirit and in truth ; that 
the moft exad obfcrver of your life and tempers fliall be 
compelled to own, that all the fruits of righteoufnefs, 
which are by yefns Chrift prove, and ftrongly recom- 
mend the excellency of your faith in his name. 
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SUNDA.Y XXIX. 



■ , CHAPTER XXIX. 

« 

The Tempers of a Christian towards his Fellow- 

creatures. 

The fcripture teaches us, that God 
has made all things for his own glory. Yet far from re- 
quiring any duty from us detrimental to men, it is im- 
poffible to pleafe him without being a friend to human 
- kind. No parent ever fo affccftionately flu died the hap- 

\ pinefs of his offspring, or took fo much pleafure in their 

i harmony, as the Father of our fpirits in feeing us all o- 

I bey his great command, of loving one another. 

I Were his command univerfally obferved, the church 

i of Chrift would be a' pi^lure of Heaven, a perpetual cir- 

I dilation of mutual good will. ^It is, alas ! too true, that 

: few out of a multitude of Chrijilans profeffed, have ever 

been fubjeef to this law of love. Neverthelefs it is the no- 
ble peculiarity of a real Chriftiart to behave towards oth- 
ers as every man living would wilh to have all men do 
towards himfelf : and to Hand as much diftinguiflied by 
excellent tempers towards men, as by faith, love, and 
devotion towards God. 

Thefe excellent tempers I fhall now delineate, proving 
every real Chriflian muft be an invaluable blefling to fo^ 
ciety,whilft he Hands forth an intrepid witnefs for the 
peculiar doftrines of the everlafting gofpel. 

, May the God of the Chriji ian 's make this reprefenta- 
tion of their duty towards men, effeftual to convince the 
reader, that if he wifhes well to 'mankind, their good can 
never be fo much promoted, nor fo, in fact, fecured by 
any thing, as embraceing the faith of Chrift.' 

In delineating the tempers of a Chrtjliayi.^ I fliaU be- 
gin with that eminent onQ^fmeerity. As a ChriJHan you 
willefteemit your duty conftantly to fpeak the truth, to 
give no commendations where you do not think they 
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are due ; to flatter no one as poflefling excellenci^- he 
hath not, nor fpeak as if you regarded them with pecu- 
liar affection, when by this you only mean to pay court. 
Though amongft the refinements of the polite, and in 
the commerce of the world, this be a requifite accom- 
j^ilhment 5 in fad it is a meah and deteftable diflimula- 
tion. ^ 

Sincerity in your converfation will be attended with 
equal fincerity rcfpeding all your promifes and en- 
gagements : befides a general obligation to fpeak truth 
which breach of promife violates, you would in this cafe 
incur additional guilt : fince when you promifed to do a 
good office, or confer a benefit, immediately in the court 
of confcience, before the God of truth, the right of the 
thing promifed, pafies from you to the receiver of it. 
Wherefore, without his leave, you have no more right 
to recal it than if you had given him a legal bond ; con- 
fequently you will efteem yourfelf obliged to perform 
your word, though it may be much to your prejudice in 
every inflance, where you have made ’a promife, unlefs 
fome fpecified conditions not fulfilled, or fome thing 
concealed, vacates its obligation : and when your tefti- 
mony is given upon oath, laying afide all affedion or 
prejudice, and unawed by the great, you vdll reprefent 
every thing as it has fallen under your notice. In thefe 
important and fimilar inftances, you will be fincere, whilft 
your motives to be fo, are very different from thofe which 
have \veight with upright moralifts, and much fuperior ; 
he may be an advocate for lincerity, becaufe it is the ce- 
ment of fociety, and the only foundation of mtituai con^ 
fidence. Feeble motives, alas ! when oppofed to violent 
felfiflinefs under temptations to gain by the facrifice of 
honefty and truth. 

The glorious God, on the contrary, is your encourage- 
ment and fupport, O Chrijiian, in the exereife of this tem- 
per truth is what he commands, and delights in. Thefe 
are the things that ye Jhall do^ faith the Lord ; Speak ye every 
7nan truth to his neighbor^ Zac. viii. He ftigmatizes the 
want of finterity, and threatens every falfe tongue with 
endiefs woe. In the charad:er given of a member of 
Chrift, and an heir of glory, you are aflured he hatetli 
lying, Prev, xv. and fpeaketh the truth in his heart, Pf 





184 ^ Tbs Tempers of a Chrlftian [Sukd, 29, 



i f , 

! I XV* Tying lips are an abomination to the Lordy Prov. xii. a 

I ! mark that men are of their father^ the devil^ and the lujls of, 

M their father they 10111 do ^ Joh. viii. And that whofoever 

' ' loveth and tnaketh a lie^Jhall be caji into thelake which burn- 

eih with fire and brimfione^ Rev. xxi. 

A delire, therefore, to pleafe God, a regard to his high 
[ and amiable authority, and a fear of incurring his rightei 

’ , ous difpkafure, all work together, fo that you can meet 

j with no evil great enough to deter, or bribe fuflident to 

^ make you violate truth and fincerity. Add to this, the 

' Holy Ghoft, which every true believer in “Chrift receives, 

I ; is the Spirit of truth, and his fruit is in all flghteoufnefe 

and truth : it is not, therefore, poflible to be a Chrifiian; 
.and at the fame time falfe and iQ^ncere, for th^ fake of 
^our own paltry intereft and worldly gain. 

If your confcience, therefore, accufes you in this matter 
i your religion is vain ; be alTured, it is hot making many 

; i prayers, glorying in your experience ; it is not extolling 

I free grace, or affeding to cover yourfelf with the right- 

eohfnefs ofChrift, or any zeal you may exprefs for his hon- 
or, that will either excufe or fkreen you in your falfliood 
and inliheerity, on the contrary, if you can thus abufe the 
grace of God, it proves your idea of him is infinitely defpi-: 
cable ; you make him even worfe than youtfelf, a God 
pleafed with what kindles refenthient in your breaft, de- 
. ceitful fair fpeeches, and defigning flattery, as if, for the 

fake of fuch naufeous compliments, he w^oiild difpenfe 
: • with the weighty matters of the law. Every Chrtjiian 

f is called upon to lay this ihatter much to heart, and be 

r careful alive all things, his fincerity be pUt beyond a 

f doubt ; becaufe a general fufpicion is entertained, and 

too much caufe, in a thbufand inftances has been given 
^ for it, that religious people, of all others, are not to be 

y trufled, thinking themfelVes at liberty to deal deceitffil- 

i ly with men, whilfl they profefs extraordinary fervors 

L of devotion, and zeal for the honor of God and Chrift ^ 

a pradtice mean and odioUs to the laft degree ; a rock 
f of offence to all the world, and a greater hindrance, thaii 

I any other, to the progrefe of true religion in it. 

j With the love and practice of fincerity, there is joined 

in every real Chrifiian the love and . practice 6f juflice 
■ too : has the providence Of God in’^efted you wdth the 
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dignity of a magiftrate, fenator, or judge, you fee 
that the poor and oppreffed have right, and punilh the 
oppreffor ; you will be adtive to put lalutary laws in ex- 
ecution, to eftablifli and prosiote peace. 

Mindful of God, the high ordainer of all government^ 
to whom every one entrufted with any part of it, ftands 
accountable, you will difcharge your duty; Te Jhall do no 
unrighteoufnefs^ faith the Lord, in judgment: Thou /halt 

not refpeB the perfon of the poor^ nor honor the perfon of the 
mighty^ but in righteoufnefs Jhalt thou judge thy neighbor 
xix. He that ruleth over men (like the prince of peace, 
whom thefe words defcribe) mujh be jufty ruling in the 
fear of Gody and he Jhall be as the light of the morningy when 
the fun rifeth even a morning without clouds ; as the tender 
grafs fpringing out of the earthy by clear Jhining after rainy 2 
Sam. xxiii; \ ^ . 

Have you numerous dependents, from the abundance 
of yoiif wealth, if a Chrijiian you will be juft towards 
them all ; you will fcorn to extort the utmoft your ef- 
tates can produce, till honeft hufbandmen groan under 
the load of rents extravagantly advanced ; you will ab- 
hor the cuftom of owing large fums of money, for furni- 
ture, equipage, apparel, or the table, whilft your tradef- 
men are diftreffed to pay their creditors for what you 
have pretended to buy of them, but never paid for : to 
diftrefs them with fear of bankruptcy, if you refufe to 
difcharge your debts to them, or of ftwrving through 
your cruel rcfentment, if they attempt to recover their 
right. 

. The facred rule of your condud is. Owe -no than any 
thing : and the oppofite practice, though there be no re- 
medy againft it for tradefmen, but fuch as they are moft 
unwilling to ufe, is marked as the object of God’s fevere 
difpleafure. Behold the hire of the laborers y who have reap- 
ed down your fields which is of you kept back by fraudy crieth ; 
and the cries of them which have reapedy are entered into the 
ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, Te have lived in pleafure on the 
earthy and been wanton. The application of this alarming 
word to thofe who keep their tradefmen an unreafonable 
time out of their money is direift, and mull make effeft- 
iial impreffion on all who fear God. 

Z 
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Are you occupied in - trade and mcrchandife ? Here 
the energy of your Chrijlian faith is to Ihine. It -will 
not fuiter the love of money to lay wafte your confcience 
or feduce you to take advantage of the ignorance or dif’ 
treffes of tkofe you deal with; to put off bad for good 
commodities, or take exorbitant gain for what you fell. 
It is faid, with great alTurance, no man can live thus hon- 
eftly as the world now is. A righteous man dealing 
with confcience amidfl thofe who have norie, is a fheep a- 
mong wolves, fure to fall a prey ; and if he will not give 
over his bufinefs, he mull foon lofe all his fubftancc. 
This reafoning I allow is plaulible ; and very difficult it 
is not to be carried aw^ay with the general pradice of uf- 
ing firft little frauds, till grolfer fucceed, and give no 
pain, and till the acquifition of a large eftate be judged 

man’s fupreme good, and a fcanty income, the greaieft 
evil. ^ 

Never thelefs, every real Chrijlian mufl be a truly hon- 
eft man ; for though before the truth is received, rhen 
are not able to ftem the torrent,' nor face a threatening 
ftorm : afterwards no room is left for infidel excufes, 
conftantly urged to palliate unjuft dealings, as if there 
was no provifion for this life, in a ftricl obfei vance of 
juftice. 

^ The Lord whofe is the earth, and the fulnefs thereof; 
gives you his own inviolable promife ; and pawms his 
honor for your maintenance and profperity, if you will 
deal uprightly. Thou Jhalt not have in thy bags ^ fays he, 
divers weights y a great and a fmall (the one to buy, the 
other to fell with ;) thou Jhalt not have in thine houfe di- 
verfe meafures, a great and a fmall ; but thou Jhalt have a 
perfed and juf weight ; a perfed and juft meafure Jhalt thou 
bavOy that thy days may be lengthened in the landy which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee : for all 4 hat do fuch things^ and all 
that do unrighteoufty are an abomination to the Lord thy Gody 
Deut. xxiii.^ You fay iniquity in trade is almoft univer- 
fal ; but is it the lefs evil, or the lefs abhorred of God on 
that account ? Are there yet the treafures of wickednefs in the 
houfe of the wicked y and the fcant meafure that is abominable ? 
Shall I count them pure with the wicked balances ? And with 
the bag of deceitful weights ? For the rich men thereof are full 
of violence y and the inhahltants thereof have fpokenliesy and 
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their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. Therefore alfo mill 
make thee ftck in fmiting thee, in making thee defolate becaufe 
of thy fms, Mic. vi. 

If it be faid, love to yourfelf and family muft gain the 
aicendant, and prevail over you to ufe common frauds ^ 

I anfwer, this temptation will be withftood from a clear 
conviaion which every real Chrijiian poffefles, that he 
and his family become obnoxious to Ood, by prefiimptu- 
ous offences. The curfe of God is in the houfe of the wick- 
ed, Woe u7iio him that buildeih his houfe with unrighteouf 
7iefs, Be 7iot deceived, the utirighteous Jloall not inherit the 
kingdom of God, 

Belides, the Lord who redeemed you, and from whofe 
grace you e:j^ecl: eternal life, whofe eye is ever upon you, 
itrifbly requires. All things whafoever you would, that men 
Jlmdd do unto you, even fo do unto them j for this is tloe law 
and the prophets, ' * 

After thefe full inftrudions, clear commands, and de- 
nunciations, all righteous and unalterable, vrere you to 
give into the frauds fo common in trade, or do any thing 
unjuftly, you muft bid farewell to peace of cdnfcienc^ 
and to that delightful communion with God, which has 
been the fweeteft comfort of your life. You muft ex- 
change the pleaftng hope of a bleffed immortality for 
fharp felf-condemnation, and a certain fearful looking 
for of fiery indignation, to devor the adverfaries. 

Comp;iring, therefore, your fpiritual with your tempo- 
ral intereft, you will feel that honefty is always the beft 
policy. And though you fee the love of filthy lucre ty- 
rannife to fuch a degree, that you 7 imy run to a?id fro 
through tbejircets of the city, and feek to find a man, if there 
be any, that executeth judgment, yet unf educed by the multitude, 
you will pity all who prof per by domg wrong to others. Sure- 
//, you will fay, have made their faces harder than a rock 
Surely they know Jiot the way of the Lord, tior the judzment 
of their God. Jer. v. 

Further, if you prefide in a family, you will then efteem 
it a grand branch of your duty to give unto your fer- 
vants, that which is juft and equal. You will treat them 
with gentlenefs, and not with haughty airs, becaufe en- 
tirely dependent. You will prevaricate in no contrad 
m.ade with them,, nor withliold their wages when due.^ 
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You will make confciencc of laying no heavier burden oil 
them, than they are able to bear, nor exa£l: harder labor. 

In cafe of flight faults, you will ndt fly u^n thein in 
CTeat wrath, galling them with abufe, or provoking them 
by threats ; or when you obferve them diligent and faith- 
ful in your fervice, be backw^d to give thein fuitablc en- 
couragement. ’ And you will abhor that indelible re- 
proach to a civilized much more a Chrijlian counter, the 
cuftom of abandoning your fervants in time of their lick- 
nefs, rather than bear the charge of their cure 5 turning 
them out of your houfe, unable to work, without mo- 
ney, without friends, when their condition loudly calls 
for medicine, attendance, and bowels of compaflioii- 

The command of your God refpeding the juftice due 
from mafters to their fervants, is exprefs. He has taken 
care to procure for them a very tender regard, wherever 
his own authority is refpe^led. Thou /halt not opprefs ah 
hired fervant^ that is poor and needy left he cry again/i thee to 
the Lord^ and it be fin unto thee, Deut. xxiv. You are 
aflured that God, a loving Father, equally refents^ the 
wrong dqne to any of his offspring, and ydth him is no 
refped of perfons. 

Thus inflruded, you will look upon your fervants in 
a light very different from what is common ; and watch 
againft your own felfifh tempers, and reprefs. the ^ firft 
emotions of a four angry fpirit, which would vent itfelf 
' upon thofc who mufl: bear with your humorin You 
will reafon as Job of oXd, If I diddefpife the caufS of my 
iiianfervant^ or my maid fervants *when they contended with 
me : if in any matter of debate betwixt myfelf and them, 
I condemned and accufed them, without regard to juf- 
tice, or treated them harflily, becaufe in my power. What 
fiall I then do, when God rifeth up ? And When he vijiteth 
'what foall I anfwer him ? Did not he who jnade me in the 
womb, make him f And did not one fajhion us in the 'womb f 
Job xxxi. 

So effential to a real Chri/lian, is this juft behavior to- 
wards his fervants, that whoever violates it, does but 
expofe his faith to derifion, by pretending to religion. 
Gan any thing be more naufeous, than to profels your- 
felf a foUovrer of the meek, patient, loving Savior, when 
you are as a lion in your houfe, and frantic over your 
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fcrvants ? One of the moft a51i<fUng obje<5ls on earth, 
more fo than a leper covered wkh fores, or a paralytic 
half dead, is a felfim paffionate matter of a family, calHng 
himfelf a religious man, or valuing himfelf on a fancied 
relation to Chritt. For every fervant in his houfe,; and 
all who obferve his carriage towards them, will be led 
both to lothe and to revile the religion they fee joined 
\idth fuch hypocrify. From regard therefore to the 
name and gofpel of Chritt, that it may not through you ‘ 
be blafphemed, no lefs than from love to him, you, O 
Chrijiian^ will give no occafim to your fervants to com- ' 
plain of your evil tempers. 

But. if inttead of authority, the all-wife God has chof- 
en for you the place of fubjeciion, that of an apprentice 
OP fervant, you will do juftly ; neither watting or em- 
bezzling your matter’s money, goods, or provifions 
yourfelf, nor bafely conniving at others who are wicked 
enough to do fo. You will not give away to people a- 
bout the houfe, what is not your’s to give, nor be idle 
or flothful in their abfence;. who employ you, but con- 
fult the interett of your matter in fome fenfe, as if it wa« 
your own. 

The motives which will influence you as a Chriftian to ^ 1 

do fb much more in this cafe, than is common, are pe- I ! 

culiar and powerful. You will act thus from a defire to i 

be approved of God, though no one befides himldf ob- ! 

ferve you, and from an invincible refolution not to. dif- i 

grace a religious profefTion, or bring reproach upon that ^ 

gofpel which you prize. In this fubttantial manner you 
vdll prove your faith is more than a barren notion ; that 
it makes you worthy of ail the confidence your matter 
can place in a fervant, and preferves you from falling in- 
to thofe lies, thofe mean and bale practices, fb generally 
found amongtt fervants. This confcientious inteo-rity 
you will etteem, as the grand appeal to all who have no 
faith themfolves, of its divine power, judging that the 
whole family will certainly and juftly too make a mock 
of your religion, ho^ycver devout you may appear, if 
you fhould be found idle, pilfering, or not to be trufted 
in the dark. A mock of your religion, no Icfs than if 
you were deteded in the lewdett pra<3ices, or cnllaved by 
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the love of liquor ; for one kind of immorality is as con- 
, trary to true religion as another. 

Much oppofition and bitter hatred you will probably 
raife againft you, from your diflioneft, fellow-fervants, 
which you will be able to endure, afliired that in well 
doing God will provide for you, and of him you lhall re- 
ceive the reward of an eternal inheritance : for though 
the value of your fervices be low in the judgment of the 
world, they, like the widow’s mite, are as much in the 
light* of God, as the greater deeds of men in high em- 
ployments. Since when there is a willing min i, he ac- 
cepteth according to what a man hath, and not accord- 
ing to what he hath not. » 

But left ftich promifes Ihould not prove fufiicient to 
fecure inviolable, this juftice due to your mafter, the 
word of God declares no fraud, however common, or 
nightly thought of, either in purloining or walling 
things, dr negle<fting your maker’s bulinels, if perilled 
in, will be overlooked. Every one that doth wrong/Jhall 
receive for the wrong that he doth^ whether rich or poor^ maf 
ter or fervan{* 

Another important inftance and a(ft of juftice obfcrved ' 
by every real Chrijiian, is the payment of thofe cuftoms 
enafted by law, and from thence our earthly fovercign’s 
right, as they are abfolutely needful to defray the high 
charges of government, and procure bur defence. The 
divine command adds a fandtion to this law. Give tribute 
to whom tribute^ cujiomto whom cujiom is due. TL his command 
was honored by the obedience of our Redeemer, w'ho had 
neither filver nor gold. He wrought a miracle to pay 
the tribute demanded of him; and his poor difciplc. He 
did this to difcountenancc the vile iniquity of defrauding 
. the king’s exchequer. ^ 

You cannot, therefore, without renouncing fubje(ftion 
to Chrift, attempt either to bribe the king’s officers to 
betray their truft, or contrive to deceive their utmoft 
vigilance. Beiides, this pradice of fmuggling not only 
defrauds the public treafury, it alfo injures honcfttradel- 
mcn, and encourages an infamous fet of men to get 
their livelihood in defiance of the law ; men who fpend 
all they earn by iniquity, in drunkennefs and lewdnefs 
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often a terror to the neighborhood, till increafing in 
villany, the halter ends their lhameful courfe. An ac^ 
celfary to all this guilt, and a fhare’r in it you become, as 
iboa as you deal with a fmuggler. 

The laft inftance of juftice 1 fliall infift on, is that of ref- 
titution to all wilfully injured by you, either in foul, 
body, eftate, or character. Have you led a friend or ac- 
quaintance into, pernicious errors in religion, or tempted 
them to fmful compliances ? The firft ftep you will ncc- 
elTarily take after you have believed and repented your- 
felf, will be to make your companions in iniquity, as far 
as you are able, fenfibie of their condition. Have you 
defrauded any one ? Like Zaccheus^ you will make ample 
reftitution, efteeming it bafe and fcandalous provoking 
before God and men, to live yourfelf in affluence, whilft 
others fuffer through your former injuftice. No evi- 
dence can you give of faith and repentance, but what 
muil be deceitful, if you can fatten on the fpoils, of 
which you have defrauded your neighbor. 

Further, as a good name is rather to be chofen than 
great riches, if from private refentment, violent paffion, 
or licentioufnefs of fpeech you have invented or propa- 
gated a falffloqd to the injury of your neighbor ; you 
^yill think it a part of juftice to make a particular retrac- 
tion of the falfhood you advanced, and openly acknowl- 
edge the particular aggravations with which yoii have en- 
larged. For though pointing out the truth in this* matter 
may be prejudicial to your own reputation, and fome, in- 
flead of commending your honefty, may abate of the 
efteem they at prefent have for your name, this efteem 
belongs not to you in the meafure you polTefs it. You 
mull conlider the right the perfon you have injured 
has to be efteemed what he is, and not what you 
have fallly defcribed him ; and you mull tell the whole 
truth, though you expofe yourfelf. Mortifying as this 
procedure appears, it is abfolutely necelfary, and the only 
fure proof you detefl the fallhood and licentioufnefs of 
your tongue. * ^ 
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On th£ T£MP£Ks of a Christian towards nis Tel 
low^Creatur£S. 



OINCERITY and love of juftice in 
the eJctent above dcfcribed, though thc perfe6tion of 
morality, (as too many underiland that term) aref 
only two eoniidcrable branches which grow front 
faith hi Chrifti Where this lives in the hearty neg-^ 
ative righieoufhefs towards men will- pever be deem* 
^d fufhcient, nor can a CfiTiJliati reft fatisHed with a 
bare freedom from the offence of wilfully injuring^ 
or deceiving his fellow creatures. To the confcien* 
tious obfervance of (incerity andjuftice, you' will 
add the love of mercy. When jProyidence places 
the miferable before your eyes, as it did of old the 
wounded traveller before the prieft and Ltvitc\ you 
will not pafs them by, but be moved to have com^’ 
paflion on them, ^Difeafe and pain of body, trouble 
of mind, pinching poverty, hard and cruel ufa^froiii 
men, and even ruin incurred by a profligate life^will 
excite in you grief, and a6live pity. If yoii have' 
much, like Joo^ you will^ in the diftribuiion of yoiif 
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to deal to the hungry, neither know a man oF afflu- 
ence whom you can a£k to relieve them*, one way 
'• llill temains to give vent to your merciful temper ; a 

way pkaling to God, and pVofitabk to men ; you 
will make your inierccffion with the Father of Mer* 
i , cies, and tke God of all confolation to fupport them 
under the preffure of their troubles, in due time to 
;j deliver them, and make affliftion a Sovereign medU 

cine to heal their fouls. . 

In this way the rick and poor meet together, hot 
tas one any pre-eminence in a merciful, benevolent 
i^rit, above the otben 

Further — ^^you will exercife mercy, if yoii arc a re^ 
al Chrijlian^ towards thofe who are in your power^ 
from injuries they have done to you, or debts for 
which they mu ft anfwer. In fuch cafes, where mer- 
cy to the offender will not prove injuftice and crii*» 
city to the public, you will wave-tbe rigorouj exc* 
cution of law ; and without exception, ^|here not 
idlenefsand vice, but the appointment of Providence 
has difabled thofe indebted to you fr,om anfwering 
your demands, you will abhor the thought of adding 
affliftion to him whom God hath wounded^ You, 
, will reje£lwith indignation the common maxim, thai 

you are to have fome fort of fatisfaftion for your 
debt, by making the man who brings the lofs upon 
\ you, rot in a jail. From the fame merciful temper, 

in every inftance, where the innocent muft be deep- 
ly involved with the guilty, you will fooner fuffer 
, yourfelf than bring many, foje. the fault of one, into 

great diftrefs, by taking away the fupport of a whole 
I family. * - i - : 

\ Befides thefe cafes, there is one grand province-in 

J which a Chrijlian's merciful temper fliines with .the 

l^eateft luftre : I mean in tenderly , regarding -.the 
ipiritual miferies and dangers of the human raccv It 
, is, I confefs, generous and noble* tq, alleviate, and 

i remove the^ 1‘ufferings of the body, and to take a 

pleafure in doing good to them who are; in adverfity, 
by liberal gifts. Yet how limited,* bow partial, how 
tranfient are. the. benefits.! What can alms avail to 
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5omfort, where every diflemper of the mind ftill ra- 
ges ? Pride, envy, hatred, wrath, malice, ftrife, or 
filthy lewdnefs.ini families, deftroy all good, all en- 
joyment of comfort. You relieve the family day by 
day, -but the^bulband abufes hit wife, beats and ter- 
Films his - poor childcen ; or the proud imperious 
Wife vexes-.to, death her. hufband, driving hjm into, 
drunkennefs, as a refuge from her aflaults j or the 
, children,, after-the bad examples they fee at home, 
grow in wichednefs as, in ftature, to do mifehief and 
increafe the guilt and. wretchednefs of the world, by 
th$ir .evil tempers. . In, every ftation and walk of 
life, immortal fouls are provoking their adorable 
Maker and Benefaftor to jealoufy ; fpurningat hit 
counfel-arid his falvation,. and heaping up. wrath a- 
gainft the.day of wrath. Thefe are the great ohjeSs. 
which, louder than even widows or orphans, call for 

bowels of mercies, and the moft aftive exertions o£ 
our pity.. 

If you are a Chriflian in truth, yoU' will fay, I ie- 
held the tranfgrejfors and vias grievtd,.becauft men kept, 
not thy law. This compaifion to the fouls of mca 
will infpire you with zeal to fave them from impend- 
ing ruin. You will watch for opportunities to do 
good by found argument and winning perfuafions, 
by faithful and ilrong declarations of the evil of fia 
and its confequences, where there is an ear to hear, 
and a lucid interval in the minds of the wicked j by- 
diflributing heart-fearching books, and aiding thqfe 
who are engaged* in the delightful weyk of fpreading 
the knowledge of Chrift. 



There arc twro venerable {bcieties ei^aged in the glorious work 
•f ' diftributing Bibles^ Teftamenti, and other good books* Thcfc 



societies are fopporied; by fubiicriptipn and a guinea or two annu^ 
ally fubferibed, U often. prodn£tivc of prefent peace, and eternal fal- 
yation tp the fopls^of men,^ To the fird of thefe focietxes, you may 
^pply to, through the Reverend Mr* Brought$ny Secretary to the 
promoting Chriflian knowledge amongft the poor.. Ta 
the other, called. The Society fox promoting Religious Knovtledgo 

amongft the Poor, you may apply through the RcTcrcnd iQr. Sutim: 
trei/, London, 
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On the Tempers of a Chrljlian 
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The caufes which excite and maintain in the Chrif 
tian a temper fd extenfively merciful; are reverence 
of his Maker’s commandi truft in' his protidifes^ a 
fen fe of his redemption by Chrift/- and the agency 
of the Holy Ghdft on hi? heart. . - ^ -i ‘ • 

The command of God to fhew mercy is moft fre- 
quent; Jf there he among yoa a poor man, one of thy 
brethren, thou fhalt not harden thy heart nor Jhut thy 
hand ft cm thy poor brother', huttkou /h ait open thy hand 
TU)ide unto him. "'Beware that thine iye be not evil 
gainjl thy poor 'hr other, and thou giiSef him nought, and 
he cry unto the "Lord againfithee^andithefnuntef 
thee. ' Thou fhalt furely givt him. Deut. xv, j . ' I ft 
every definition ^ tight behavior, a mercifur temper 
bears'a chief pah. 'Ht'hatkfh'ewed thee,0 man^what 
is ' gibd, and’ what doth the Lori require of thee, hut to 
dojuflly, and to' loot 'mercy, and to ‘walk 'humbly 'with 
iky God'i Mic. vi. ‘ In' his eftimate, pure and undefi^ 
I^ religion ma'nifefls its efficacy, in vifiting the fa^ 
ikerlefs and widows in their aflitHon, and in'kttpirig 
the fovd [u%f potted' from' the world. ' No "duty is more 
frequently urged than'* this. Be fe"' therefore intr^ 
ciful ci your heavenly Father alfo is merciful. Luke 
.VI. Jp; Beye all' of one mind, hiving compdjfion one 
cf 'another. 1 Pet, 'iii; Thefe commands prbve, ho' 
ohe'deftitnte of a mercifulHemper/can' bc'acceptable 
to Godj^^^"- ^ ^ ^ r-': 



' Again— his repeated proirfifes invjte and eriCour- 
* age the t?o abound iii a61s of mercy. For 

thbhghThefe ptomifes imply 'ho Wbrfh ih 'a merciful' 
temper, when it' fubfifts' with' fOve to finy or prejii-' 
dice againfl; the glory of Chrift f thbugh Xhefe'pVona-i' 
iiWare*flot to beconftrued^^as if a -merciful temper- 
would be rewarded in a derogation to faith in the 
Kedeemer, or cover our iniquities ; (till they are 'of * 
greafufetd remove cd^jeftions' itta’de by Our worldly 
hearts, if not' b'y thqfe around uS, agaffift dqing lib-^ 
crally for the poor and needy. They fully affure_ us , 
that all a61s Of beneficence fpringing from faith and: 
love to’ God, are highly pjeafing 10 him, and through’^ 
hts owh ainazi ng*grace, ’ ffiall be hdnofed 




JinnerJrom ttie ^rror oj fits way^jhal^izvc afoul frovi 
deathy and Jhall hide a multitude ofJins, ]dim, y, 20, '4 
new commandment J give unto you^thatje love o,ne ujZ 
other. By this Jhall all men know that ye art dij 

Ciples^ if ye have love one to another. Above aU» 
Redeemer will proclaim his high delight ir\ this ex- 
cellent temper, from his throne and glory, pref- 
ence of the whole human and angelic race. Then 
^ill he reward every Chrijlian exercife of morcy,'as 
if it had been conferred on himfelf ; as if the afflic- 
tions it relieved had been fuftained in his perfon,and 
he only had received benefit and confolation from the 
mercy. Jnafmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
leaf of thefe my brethren^ ye have done it unto me. Mat. 
XXV. 40. * * - 

^ Beyond the force even of this affeQiqg declaration, 
is the fenfe of your own redemption, by the blood 
ihed on the crofs. You remember your apoftacy 
from God is fuch, and fuch has been your praftice. 
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Befid^s^ thefe plain commands, proeioas,promif<*» 
and the per,cy of Gpd manifefled.in the death of hit 
Son, wljichkwith mutual.operatioa concur, to znako 
the Chrijlian love niercy, the Holy Ghoft is givea 
unto hira, and. dwells in. him,_ By hi* influence^ 
through jjie motives and trujh contained ip the Writ« 
ten vdrd, Ite js delivered from the fway of feifilh 
paffionjendfelEfcpurfuits. . The fruit.of that Spirit|> 
■which diilinguiihes at once, and infinitely ennobles 
belongs to Chrift, is love and all 

godaaefs, . ' 
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C H A P T E R XXXH " , 

The Tempers of a Christian towards i|IS Fel*^. 

l6w-Creatur£S* ' . 

TT*H O SE. \v’hich we have alre2td)r-, 
confidered as elTential^ are of the afiive kind ; juf. 
tice, fincerity. and mercy. There are others no lefs 
excellent, of a paflive nature.. The world we live in 
abounds with unreafonable and vexatious men ; and - 
ouf nnavoidable connexion with them requires much 
ftrertgtb of mind properly to bear, their qvil tempers. , ^ 
Little felf-denial, in general, is requifite to jdojuftly, 
to fpeak the truth, or (hew mercy, compared with 
what is neceflary to bear wkh patience, meeknefsand * 
love, the turbulent and litigious, the violent and un-t. 
juft. Yet a Chrijlian muft be meek^ Trivial injur 
ries, a reproachful word, Opall indiferetion, or a 
cafual lofs, muft not inflame your mind as is com-, 
monly the cafe with men. Such things you will ef- 
tcem worthy of a very flight notice. Nay, fuppof- 




Chap. 31.J towards his Fdlow-'Cr&aturts, 19^ 

ingfome great provocatior\ is offered, you will be 
jealous over your felfilb fpirit, left you be overcome 
by ill ufage ; left the fin of others fhbuld caiife you 
to grieve the Spirit of God, to bring ^ilt uport 
your foul, and diflionor upon your proFelTion. 
ven when you are fo materially injured, that you 
have a right to feek redrefs, yOu will do it wjth meek- 
nefs ; firft ufing every mild method to bring your 
ikdverfary to reafon. You wilf try arguments before 
punifhment, conference before law, and private per- 
fuafions before you feek redrefs in a court of juftice. 
Or, if you arc compelled to have recourfe to this 
Jaft remedy, you will refrain from paffionate ex- 
cl^mations and bitter reflexions againft your ene- 
mies. 

Further^you muft ftiew a meek fpirit iri‘ carefully 
avoiding any juft caufe of offence to others. For 
this excellent temper does not more effeXually fup-i 
port under provocations, than enable men to deny 
their own inclinations, rather than give iineaunefsi 
It will make you cautious, that neither your aXions 
or words are urtftcoining. You will be civil and! 
refpc&ful, honoring all men, never loud and over- 
bearing in company. Inftead of rage and bitternefs 
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philofophers 6 f old, and their unbelieving fucceffors 
in our time know nothing of, though there has beeA 
often in both, a great refemblance of meeknefs. Vou 
will not be meek from love of eafe, leading you to 
fubmit to the ill-humors of other men, rather than 
bear the trouble of contention. This often gains 
the credit of great fweetneffi of temper. Nor will 
you be meek from any proud difdain of appearing to 
be hurt by the perverfenefs or malice of your ene- 
mies, which would, (you think) betray the weaknef^ 
<)f your own mind ; but becaufe the will of God 
Concerning you is, Be no brawler^ but gentle^ Jhawing 
all meeknefs iinto all men. Titus iii. Put cff anger ^ 
Tvrdlh^ hatred^ iiaria7ice, emulation^ f7'ife^ and p^p 
kindnefs^ meeknefs and^ longfuf^ermg. Your Savior, 
from whom yoii have received all your peace arid 
hope, fcvercly checks every fally of pafhbn.. .. His 
words on this .fubjeft ajre alarming to the laft degree. 
'Whojocverfs angry 'with his brother -without a canfe\ 
(through heat of temper) Jhall he in danger of the 
judgment {^dX\ fall under the difpleafure of God :) 
and whojo ever' Jhall fay to him Faca^ (thou worthlefs 
fellow, fufFering the paffion in his mind to vent |t- 
fe4f by derifion of a creature of God) fhall he^ in dan* 
'ger of the' council (offends in a higher degree ;) but 
whojoever. Jhall fay thoujool (in bis wrathj reprefent-, 
‘ing him not only as fit to be defpifed,.but abhorri^) 
he flail be in danger of hell fire. Awfiil guard pg 
meckpefs, intended to keep us at a diflan ce from four 
^ngry paffions, the bane of domeftic conifort, the 
caiife' of unfpeakable mifehiefs amongfl menj and 
one of the chief enemies to the foul. 

Hefides the command of God to be meek, fucb hon- 
or is put upon this temper, as muff make every 
ambitious b Tie that is fow tO: 

anger is better than the mighty^ and he that ruleth his 
fpirtt^ than he that toketh a city. The meek are. 
bleffed, and the inheritance of the Lord promifed. 
to them ; meeknefs. is diftinguiflied as the principal 
ornament of a Chrifian^ and of great price in tlip,* 
fght of God, ' « ' 
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CHAPi 31.] towards his Fellow-Creatures, 



I Added to all thefe motives, there is one ftill more 

i powerful with every Chrijlian ; the aftoniftiingmeek- 

I , nefs of the Author of . his falvation. The infpired 
writers, after our Lord’s afeenfion, always fix our at- 
tention upon him in his low eftate, in order to make 
finful anger appear without .excufe. Let all bitter- 
nefs^ and wrath^ and anger ^ and clamor^ and evil 
Jpeaking be pul away from jQu^ with all malice ; and 
be ye kind one to another^ tender hearted^Jor giving one 
; another^ even as God for Chrif's fake hath forgiven 

you, Chrijl fufered for us^ leaving us an example^ 
that ye Jhould follow his feps^ who did no fin^ neither 
was guilt found in his mouth ; who,^ when he was revil- 
ed^ reviled not again ; when he fuff ered^ he threatened 
I no/, who his own felf bear our fins in his own body on 

I the tree^ that he might bring us to God, Behold the 

^^randeft indiicemeut imaginable to be meek ; recon- 
ciliation with God, and jullification unto eternal 
life, by the meek, patient fuffering of the Lamb. I 
muft go, therefore, fays ^Chrijiian^ and do likewife* 
for every one that abideth in him, muft hisfelf alfo 
fo walk, even as he walked. 

Added to thefe mighty motives, what has pafied 
in the breaft of a real Chrifian^ effefilually inclines 
him to be meek. For felf-abafement and fhame for 
lin are infeparable from faith in Chrift and true re- 
pentance. But a felf-abafed finner can eafily bear 
with temper thofe provocations which fet the haugh- 
ty and felf-admiring all in a flame. Enormous 
criminals, when they fee theirfelves as they are, feel 
no refentment, whatever is faid of them, or done to 
them. It is what we deferve, they cry, finning at the 
remembrance of their offence. The fame juft fen- 
liment when you have been humbled for your fins 
before God, will rife in you mind under provoca- 
tion to wrath. Far worfe treatment do I deferve,. 
you will fay, and a feverer trial of my patience. 

This argument againft every violation of meekw 
nefs, St. Paul urges, founding his exhortation wholly 
on the finful ftate in which we are all naturally, as 
every believer in Chrift well knows.* Fut them in 

B B 
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fays he, te be gentle^ /hewing all meeknejs unto 
all i7ien. For w'e ourfelves alfo were fometimes JooUJh^ 
difobedient^ deceived'^ ferving divers hijis and'pleafiires, 
living in malice and envy^ hateful and hating one an- 
other, ■ . ' ' ' 

As you advance in the knowledge and praftice of 
religion, frefli evidences of yOur owii corruption 
will difeover theirfelves in your heart, and prove fo 
many repeated admonitions to pray far, and excrcife 
nieeknefs, fenfible with what long-fuffering God en- 
dures the multitude of your own failings. For 
though the dominion of lin is deftroyed, the drug- 
gie between flefb and fpirit dill remains ; confe- 
ijuently fufficient matter for felf*abafement«fd long as 
you live. 
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C il A P T £ R XXXII. ■ 

The Tempers of a Christjan’ towards kis Fel- 

low-Creaturss. 



TT O juQge charitafeiy of tke aftions,’ 
chiraflcrs and intentions of men, is the temper of a 
Chridiau ; J mean when they are not evidently fuch 
as dand candemned in the word of God, and expofe 
us to his wra4h. It is no charitable judgment to 
leave drunkards, liars, fornicators, the diihbned, the 
proud or felf-righteous, when their lives or principles 
are uoioxio\i?i^tof atter theirfelves ihoy lhallefcape. It is 
taking pan againft them with their great adverfary^ 
the devil,' and giving our aid to delude their louls, 
till* they are lod forever. But fetting afide thefe in- 
dances^ as fins which gei before men to judgment, 
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there are many a8ions and chafaBers of a doubtful 
afpefl.. Here only is room for the exercife of char, 
itable judgment; and in ibefe cafes. O Chriltian, 
you w’ill be careful not to furmife evil or condeiUH 
men, when no fufficient light appears to juflify a pe- 
remptory fcntence. Thus in quarrels amongil rela- 
tions, and contefts about matters of property, vio- 
lent accufations are common from both fides, which 
have no foundation. The parties are apt to give 
very feducing mifreprefentations of the fa6i, which 
few can know ; therefore we are bound to fufpend 
our judgment, and receive no ill imprdfions from 
common fauVe, . 

^ With regard to the cbaraBers of men alfo. you 
^’dl he charitable in your judgment. The commif- 
iion of a fingle crime, contrary to the tenor of the 
delinquent’s life, you wuli not cruelly conftruc into 
an impeachment of his lincerity. You wdll not brand 
one man as an incorrigible villain, becaiife he was, 
once guilty of a difhoneft aHion towards yourfeif ; ' 
or publifh another to the world as a mere hypocrite 
in religion, becaufe you have once dete.aed him in 
doing evil. :You will not immediately^as is thew’ay 
of the prejudiced, cry out, that with fuch, all pretenfion 
to confcience is only a cloak to cover bad defigns,and a 
Inare to entrap the fimple. You wdll remember, on the 
contrary, how often violent temptation, fuited to 
, your conftuutional fin, has been too mighty, and o- 
verepme you; or brought you near; the verv point of 
yielding.. / \ou will call to mind; that the beft of 
men, canonized as faints by God hisfelf, did not 
perfevere in the path of duty without a fall. They 
were overtaken with a fault, though they foon rccov- 
I ered, and perlbvered to the end. You will- ac- 

Knowledge it very pcfiible for fuch as we are, in onr 
belt eltate, to offend contrary to habitual practice 
j iind acknowdedged duty. 

-Fair evidences of repentance will therefore induce 
you to pais a favorable judgment on tbofe who have 
ddhonored their profeifiom You will readily con- 
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elude, that inward flaame and fecret forrow for their 
fall has exceeded the reproach which their backfiid* 
ings have brought upon them. 

With regard to the intentions of men, as they can 
be known only to God, you wilh impute no evil 
where it is not inanifeft ; but refill injurious furmi- 
fes, that fuch and fuch things fpring from a bad 
delign, when you have no proof to afceriain the 
charge. 

In thefe and fimilar cafes, you wdll exercife a 
charitable judgment, becaufe the command of your 
God and Savior that you fhould do fo, is plain arid 
awful, not (where the law of God is filent,or 

where you can have no competent knowledge) that 
ye he not judged. For with what judgment ye. judge^ 
ye Jhall he judged ; and wi^h what meafurt ye mete^ it 
Jhall he meafured to you again. Mat. vii. 

Your obedience to this command will appear inoft 
reafonable, and be made eafy by the witnefs in your 
own heart. You are confeious how often you have 
aded uprightly, yet have been charged with evil in- 
tentioas. Your condud has often, been cruelly mif- 
conftrued, often unjuftly condemned^ You remem- 
ber alfo that you have done what you ought not, 
promifed and vowed you would not ; that many 
prayers, much v/atching and obllinate contention, 
have been fcarcely fufficient, with the help of God, 
to get the vidory over your own wickednefs. You 
know that when you fell,* the fall was inftantly la- 
meiueJ, and though wounded, grievpufly, you re- 
newed the combat, grappling with your foe, as for 
your life, till you was conqueror. You will feel, 
therefore, for others in the fame, lituation you were 
once yourfelf; affured that men may really defign 
nothing but the glory of God and good will to men, 
nutwithllaqding they are betrayed into breach of 
duty. 

Such fentiments deeply imprefTed on your own 
heart, will form in you a habit of judging your fel- 
low creatures with tendernefs and mercy. 
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Conne6led with candor towards all, you, as 
Chriftian, muft exercife forgivenefs and love to your 
enemies. Your behavior under provocations muft 
be contrary to cuftom, and the violent impulfe of 
corrupt nature. Is your charader bafely reviled ? 
You will refute the malicious flander, fliould it need 
an anfwer, without returning abufe^for abufe.— 
Should y;our foes proceed from ill language to ill 
ufage, you will ftill forgive and prove the reality of 
your good will towards them by pitying them in 
their diftrefs, and ferving them as occafion offers. 
In fome cafes, grievous wrongs may be done to you, 
fuch as demand redrefs by law ; you will ufe 
the remedy, without animofity to thofe who have 
forced you to take this method of obtaining your 

Further — fhould the providence of God leave you 
in the power of his enemies, as well as your own; 
who are determined, uplefs you will renounce the 
truth, to perfecute you even unto death ; fuch effica- 
cy flows from your faith, that you will feel goodwill 
towards thofe who feek your deftru61ion. You will 
pray for them to God, before whom it is equally 
dangerous and impious to diffemble ; you will in- 
treat him to give them repentance to the acknowl- 
edgement of the truth, pardon their fin, and bring 
them to heaven. 

‘ Thus complete is the forgivenefs and love a Chrif- 
tian exercifes towards thofe who hate and injure 
him. 

The reafonableriefs of this temper is proved, and 
the praftice enforced by the moll cogent arguments. 

Your knowledge of God in his government of the 
world condemns all hatred, even of your bittereft 
foes. What manner of affronts and infults does he 
daily receive ! Confider the condition and the obli- 
gations the perfons are under to him, when they of- 
fer them ; call to mind the glory of his majefly, the 
ample means he hath in his power inilantly to avenge 
his own injured name, by confuming his daring ad- 
verfaries in a moment. At the fame time you fee 
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him flow to anger, and of great mercy, waiting for 
many years in deep compaflion towards them who 
hate his government and his truth. . , 

Every Chriflian confiders this adorable < goodnefs 
of God confpicuous in his government of the world, 
and fees it fhine with the brighteft glory in the re- 
demption of men. By frequent and ferioiis medita- 
tion an this fafl, you will reafon thus with yourfelf 
— bad God’ dealt with his enemies as I am prompted 
to do with mine ; — had he been wanting in mercy 
or chofen to take vengeance, what had become of us 
all ? Of a world in arms againft him ? Had God 
loved none but thofe who lirft loved him, or waited 
to give his ineflimable bleffings till we had made an 
advance to obtain mercy, where had been the means, 
of grace, where the glad tidings of faivation ? He, 
on the contrary, commendeth his love to us, that' 
when we were yet enemies, Chrift died for us. How 
inexcufable, then, and defperately wicked rauft it be* 
in me, to be wroth with a fellow-finner,. fince God 
has fo much compaffion on us alV ! 

The force of .this motive is alfo. confiderably im. 
creafed by your experience of God’s tender mercy 
to your own foul. You remember, O Chriftian, ' 
how long you lived in forgetfulnefs and contempt of 
God, as if you had been independent of him, or he 
unworthy of your notice. How long you was en- 
grofled by mean and felfifh purfuits, never enquiring 
where is God my Maker ? Yet you know he fuffer-. 
ed you to furvive all this infolence of behavior to- 
wards him. In the midft of it all his mercy was not 
withheld from you ; he ftill protefled, ftill provided 
for you, and preferved you from periftjing forever in 
your fins. At length he crowned his mercy towards 
you, by giving you repentance and remiflio'n of fins 
through faith in fefus Chrijl, This very gracious 
and long indulgence from your heavenly Father to- 
wards you, lays bare the hideous deformity , of a vin- • 
di6five fpirit. Compared with the treatment you 
have received, what a return to repay your enemies 
hatred for their ill will ! This contrail, where any 




fenfe of right and wrong remains, is infupportable to 
the mind. [Though violent provocations, therefore, 
may fuddenly kindle fparks of refentmeiit in your 
hn^aft, and prompt you to gratify the impulfe of 
your lelfi lh nature, very foon a recolleffion of God’s 
patience and love towards yourfelf, will make the 

tranfieht thought of revenge appear full of injuftice, 
weaknefs, ingratitude to God, and a denial of your 
hnful date before him. By this means the hell-en- 
gendered fixe will be prefently extina, and love reign 
in your heart. 

Befides thefe motives, your firm belief of feripture, 
O Chriiiian, convinces you that every fifing of ill 
will towards any man is abominable in God’s fight ^ 
for you are allured, that whoever harbors hatred in 
his heart, cannot be fayed till that detedable fpirit is 
lubdued. Is it fo highly offenfive to God, in fuch 
iiiifui wretches as we are, that it renders us incapable 
of praying, without increafing our fin and condem- 
- nation. The tongue, which holds any correfpond- 

I ence with a heart envenomed by hatred^ invokes the 

curfc of God when it cries. Forgive us our trefpaJJeSy 
as we forgive tiicm that trefpafs ngainjl us. The pe- 
tition dreadfully inverted, founds thus in his cars. 
Forgive not me my trefpajfes^ as I do not forgive them 
that trefpafs againjl 7ue, And whofoever dies in ha- 
tred of his foes, wdll find himfelf anfwered accord- 
ing to this true meaning of his prayer ; juitice he 
fliall have, and not mercy ; vengeance, and not 
companion. 

Iii fo forcible a manner arc you taught, O Chrift. 
ian, to forgive and love your enemies. Whilft thefe 
arguments prove the reafonablenefs and indifpen- 
fible duty of forgiv'enefs, the grace of God is prom- 
ifed, that what is impoffible with man, may be your 
conftant pra6lice. For though injuries extremely 
irritate our fclfifh fpirit, whilft we have a high opin- 
ion of our own dignity, and imagine we have a right 
to avenge ourfelves ; whilft we have never been 
brought low on our knees, to afk a broken heart 
pardon for our faults ; yet afterwards, upon receiv- 
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; ing a fpirit of love, of power, and of a found mind ; 

j we are not foon apt to think- ourfelves -fo miferably 

i ill ufed ; the injuries done us appear fmall, coIhpa- 

;' red with what we know we deferve, and are accuf- 

j! tomed to deprecate ; evils which threaten death to 

the foul. And through a fupreme de fire to pleafe 
* our Lord by a reafonable facrifice of fo vile a luftj 

i we can do it in his ftrength. . ^ 

H SUNDAY XXXIIL 

i ■ .00000000009 

h CHAPTER XXXIII. 

I 

Christian Humility# 

T HE Chriftian, by continuing in the 
[• ‘ faith of Chrift, and growing in grace, comes at length 

I to prefer every one before hisfelL This is the 

’ crowning excellency in his charaftcr, an attainment 

which not only furpaffes all the world judges to tc 
excellent or necelfary to falvation, but appears to 
them big with abfurdity. How is it poffible, fay 
they, not to perceive a vaft difference in the prac- 
tice and tempers of mankind. But if I am allowed 
to fee this difference in regard to others, can it be 
wrong to acknowledge as much with regard to my. 
felf ? What a violence does it offer to my reafony 
to attempt to perfuade me, that a man^ who loves 
righteoufnefs and hates iniquity, is not to prefer him- 
felf to the difobedient and iawlefs ? 

But let the cafe be properly ftated, and ther^ will 
appear, I conceive, very fufficknt reafon for a Chrif- 
tian to take the ioweft place# 

I " ■ 

i 
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. then, if you are much advanced in 

the knowledge and praBice of true religion, (which 
IS the cafe fqppofed) you are very fenfible of the 
corruption of your nature; for nothing but pride, 
blinding the rnirid, can prevent this from being felt. 

certain that you are confcioiis of much un- 
fauhfulnefs td the grace received,^ of very great de- 
fetts, many fins of omiffion, much negligence in the 
fervice of Godj and of a very finall meafure of thofe 
holy tempers which bUght to have been improved to 
a high degree; At the fametime^ you clearly per- 
ceive what excellent advantages you have enjoyed, 
vhat peculiar obligations you are under ph this ac-' 
count; demanding fuitable returns in faith, love and 
obedience. You remember the alarming calls, the 
affeQidnate warpings^ which have ftrbngly imprefTed 
your heart; the arifwers given to your prayers, the 
troubles, the dangers, and the enemies from which 
you have been delivered, with the peace, comfort^ 
and delightful hope fo often refrefhing and animat- 
ing your foul. 

In thefe circumftances, muft not every thingwhich 
betrays evil concupifcence, inordinate affeQion'or 
want of fupreme love to God in any inftance, afflia 
and abafe you ? Such being the cafe with every hum- 
ble and advanced Chrifiian, I would now afky where 
IS the abfufdity of concluding each perfon of this 
charaaer fhould judge hisfelf (every thing confider- 
ed} inferior to all men ? Or from the bottom of his 
heart believe there is not one upon earth, who', if blef- 
fed with equal advantages, would not have far fur- 
paffed his attainments. 

The whole difficulty Of conceiving that the rnofl 
excellent in the church of Chrift do really entertain 
fuch thoughts of theirfelves, arifes from pride natur- 
al to the heart, which loves to dwell on any fuppof- 
ed pre-eminence above others, without oiice confid- 
ering how much more than others they have been 
favored by Providence,- or comparing the progrefs 
they have made, with the means vouchfafed, or the 
duty they owe. The advanced Chrifiian is of a 

C c 
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more reafoiiable- and humble mind. He blufhes at 
his manifold and great defeftsj having his foul 
ftrongly imprefled with the rich grace he received, 
and the excellency of the God he ferves • he thinks 
it is not fo with any man befide; tbe traniition then 
is eafy to prefer every one before hisfelf. 

The tommdnd' to do fo is plain ; In lotvlinefs of 
mind^ hi each eflecnt Other better than theirfelves* Phil, 
ii. 3.— --a feommand Oxprefsly enjoined as the only 
prevention or vain glory. Nor muft this command 
be interpreted only to imply a preference of thofe 
who walk worthy of their Chriftian hame, leaving 
you ftill at liberty to look down -lipon open tranf- 
greffbrs as worfe than yourfelf. This conftru6lion 
is contrary to a parable our God fpoke, on purpofe 
to condemn the fin of valuing ourfelyes above any 
one. He fets before us a Pharifee and a Publican ; 
the former is honeft^ ftriftly confeientious, and de- 
vout, virtues which he acknowledges are the gift of 
'God; he only prefers hisfelf on their account to the 
adulterers, the iinjuft and profane. One of them 
he mentions in his prayer (not from perfonal aver- 
fion) merely becaufe he faw him in the temple,* and 
thanks God he was not fo bafe and wicked as this 
Publican. You know the judgment of God in this 
cafci The Pharifee w as left in his fins, highly of- 
fenfive to his Maker, becaufe he exalted hisfelf above 
the Publican. He trufted in hisfelf as righteous^ and 
defpifed other in comparifon of hisfelf. A full 
proof as can be given, that it is the bounden duty 
of every Chriftian to take the lovfeft place* 

This example proves that all who prefer theirs 
felves to others, in faft adopt the fentiment of the 
Pharifee, and do juft what he did. This inftruBive 
parable convinces you, that as there Were none incoin- 



* Obferve there could be nothing wrong in the Pharifee making 
mention of the Publican's name, onlefs “there was injoftice in his 
•preferring hisfelf to him ; rino'c nothing is rnofe plain than that he 
might very innocently mention in his prayer, what he, at all other 
times, was allowed to think. Biit this he was allowed to do, if he 
' might efteem hisfelf above tae Publican. 
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mnn oninion. more wicked than Publicans, there are 
irrSedastojuaify your placing yourfelf 

tZn felf 'com^ency, a fubtle enemy to your 
for You wiil repel its ihfinuations, whenever you 
fee tW wickednefs, or hear the faults of thofe around 
ou will be’ jealous left pride fliould be fof- 

Lred brconfcioufnefs g£ what God has done for 
you, and be afraid of nothing 

of your own mind ; remembenng the - 

/'rZ which truth itfelf has thrice proc^laimed, Everjf 

of . Chri«i» 

in his tempers towards his fellow, creatures, it is ev . 

d« .ta h. m»a prov. . bklEng 

him^ Who would not rejoice to have, jhat “^n tor 

his fupei^ior, or relation, 

or domeftie fervant, 

qualities unite ? Who is fincere, 

meek, candid, benevolent, and ready to §rg»ve ev 

Ty wrongMpne to him ; y?t..n the 

inch fubftdntial; goodnefs, is free 

miration or vanity^ amidft the 

not preferring hisfel^ to others, or ev^ 

;L bat praffing *Xfc of W 

fmall ptogrcfi ; and, penetrattd »iib a fcnfc ol^ ■ 

own vilenefs, taking the iov^eft place. Wha J 7 
enmity asainft Chrift, what infernal hatred 
eSufiiefsand true holinefs muft, fill the hea« 

does not delight in f^^h a chara^r, and 

the rich gift of God, that gofpel; which forms an 
•“Sh*is not the ideal piaure of what a Ghnftian 

fliduld be, but the daily life of thouj^ads, and of all 
who have a fcripture title to that highly yene 
name. Faith in the Son of God, as them atonmg 

facrifice, and the Lord Aeir^ r.ghteoufnefc, trough 

the influence of the Holy Ghoft, 

vine transformation of . fouV this new creation m 

Chrijl JeJikS, 




fuited to the preceding SuhjeU. 



W^£ blefs thee, O Lord our God, 
ior all thy loving ‘ kindnefs to the children of men. 
We thank thee that we are fo ftriQ:ly charged to ab- 
hor all that is hurtful to our fellow-creatures, and 
praftifo whatever is beneficial to them. When we 
call to remembrance the time paft,' we feel, alas I 
much c^ufc to be afhamed. Every relation, friend 
and neighbor, teftify againft us/ how defUtute were 
*\ve once of all Chriftian tempers, and how fadly dcr 
feaive in them are we (till ! W’e cannot tell how of- 
ten we have offended againft truth, juftice and love, 
always due from us to our neighbor. We remem- 
ber thefe our faults ; we are afhamed, and abafe our- 
felyes, and look to, our great, and merciful High- 
Prieft, to pbtain our pardon through his blood. 
Never let us forget how often we have done evil,' 
how often neglected to do good to thy creatures, 
tyhom we ought to have loved as wedo ourfelyes. De- 
lirous of ' offending thee no more, by finning againft 
our neighbor, we beg thy help to conquer our cor- 
ruption.' May we never more deceive or diffemble 
—never be injiirious to others forfilthy lucre’s fake. 
In every hour of peculiar' temptation to difhonefty, 
withhold us from doing' evil.' Open our eyes to' 
fee fo clearly that it will provoke thy difpleafure, 
and ruin our fouls., that we may be ever kept from 
being unrighteous, either in a great matter or a 
fmall. May all who live with us be witnelfes to our 
integrity. To integrity may we add brotherly kind- 
nefs and charity ; be glad to contribute to feed the 
hungry and clothe the naked ; to vifit the fatherlefs 
and widows in their affliftion, to inftruft the igno- 
rant, give prote6lion to the injured, and deliverance 
to thofe oppreffed with wrong. Above all, may our 
bowels yearn over thofe who are ready to perifti ; 
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may. we watch for opportunities to good to thei^p 
fouls, and fervently commend them to thy mercy. 

Fonp and fafhion us to exercjfe charity in judg^ 
ing of the charafters of men. ' Help here, O Lord, 
with all might. O. quench that hellifli fire within, 
which inflames our tongues with bitternefs. Deliv- 
er us fronj that hypocrify, which inftantly. takes great 
offence at the mote in our brother’s eye, whilfl the 
beam is in our own. By thy ahriighjy grace, fave 
us from^ this hateful fpirit. Make ^‘us "kind, tender* 
hearted, and very pitiful. Set bcfpie us the exam^ 
pie of the meek and lowly Jefus^ that we may be 
afliamed of peevifhnefs and paffion ; that, we may 
be galled with felf reproach, and confefs how much 
we grieve the Spirit of God, when our ‘ aQions, 
words or looks are not governed by the law of kind^ 
nefs. ‘ ‘ • — > - ... , ^ 



malice of men, may we, through the help of our 
God, bear it with patience,’ and return good for 
evil. ^Vhat is impoflible with men, enable us to do, 
through the knowledge of Chrifl^ 'crucified for hjs 
enemies, and praying for his murderers. And after 
we have, perfevered in the co'hftant obfervance of 
truth. and juflice, in the exercife of raeeknefs, mercy 
and love to all. mpn, O. may we, be' found clothed, 
with humility ; may \ye take, the Ipweft place, and 
pfteem every one better ;han ourfelves. 

Thus as trees ofTighteoufnpfs pf the Lord’s plant- 
ing, may we bring forth every good fruit ; that men, 
feeing our good works, may glorify our Father 
which is in heaven. Grant thefe our requefts for the. 
fake of JeJus Chrijl our Mediator and Redeemer. ’ 
Axncn, 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

The Duty of a Christian in a Married State. 

We have takeu a view of the 
Chriftian, in thofe tempers which h?, bears towards 
all mankind ; linceritVi jullice, merc^> meckneis, 
candor, love and humility. We proceed to conlid- 
er him in the difeharge of duties which he owes from 
a peculiar nearnefs of relation, in the married 
and with refpeft to his kindred and fervants.*^ Thefe 
connexions are ordained by Divine Providence, in 
order that a rautual obfervation of the duties arihhg 
from them, might prove a fource of greaiter comfort 

than could otherwife he enjoyed. 

In each of thefe relations, the knowledge ot the 
lord; Jefus Chrijl is of fingular advantage, not only 
by pointing out the extent of each Relative duty with 
more clearnefs, but by ^ violation of it ap- 

'pear more criminal, than it men -igno- 

rant of Chriftian principles. 

With regard to the married ftate, the mutual du- 
ties of hufbands and wives, are fidelity and love ; the 
diftinX fupport and government on the hulband’s 
part; on the wife’ aftiftance and obedience. - 

Fideiity to the marriage bed is equally boun^ on 
both parties by the marriage coyenaht ; becaufe by 
this union they become each other’s property ; lo 
that if either yield to the embraces of another, the 
covenant is annulled, a divorce^ ought to follow, and 
the high difpleafure of-Gpd is^ incurred : Fo% whore- 
mongers and.nduUercrs he will judge, ^ 

In the eyes of all, therefore, who revere the au- 
thority of Godj lewdnefs in the marriage ftate is a 



I 

i 

I. 

'Vi 



in a Married State. 



trims of grc3.t enormity* So fsr mult Chriftisirt 
hufbands and wives be from injuring each other by 
defiling the marriage bed, that they muft be free 
from every thing in their air, drefs or difeourfe, 
which favors' of wantorinefs, or would encourage 
loofe defires. Whatever has this tendency, however 
falhionable, they will fhun as of hateful tendency, 
Contrary to the msij’riagecontraft. In their judgment, 
it will be no fufficient obfervaiion of conjugal fidel- 
ity, barely to abfiain from adulterous commerce ; 
they muft maintain a purity of heart, arid deleft what 
betrays the want ol it, foolilh jetting. 

' Nothing lefs than this is required on the man’s 
part, to keep his marriage vow inviolate, and on the 
woman’s, to (hew a chafte converfation, a duty 
equally incumbent on both ; and for either tO Irani- 
grels here, is to defpife both the plain command 
of God, and his benevolent everlafting ordinance. 

To fidelity muft be added mutual love, for love 
is- the life of marriage, without which it differs^ as 
much from the comfortable fociety our gracious God 
intended to eftablilhby it, as fervitude from freedom. 
Whert this union was firft made inparadifcjit was im- 
mediately declared, that as foon as ever the bonds of 
marriage took place amongft.the pofterities of Ad- 
. am,. they Ihould prove ftronger than the bonds of 
nature : A man Jhall forfake even his father and moth- 
er^ and cleave unto his wife. Like the two pieces of 
wood which God commands Ezekiel to join togeth- 
er, and they became one in his hand. Ezek. xxxyii. 
So marriage was ordained as an including rind, to 
make of two perfons one flelh ; from Which union 
there, ought to flow a conftant circulation of kind 
offices and endearing attentions, as the vital juices 
flow through the natural body ; confequently huf- 
. bands and wive^, though blamelcfs in point of con- 
jugal fidelity, are ftill very guilty, if they jive in in- 
difference towards each other. A failure in point of 
affection does not, it is granted, break the marriage 
bond as adultery ; yet it defeats one principal end 
of its inftitution ; for it was defigned to unite the 
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hearts of the married pair, and to produce a confum- 
mate friendfliip from the pleafihg combination of 
two perfons, whofe interefts arc by this means made 
invariably the fame. But,inftcad of thefe advanta- 
ges, want of love in either party, perverts the ftate 
of marriage inio a moH grievous burden and bon- 
dage. . , . 

Great flfcfs is therefore laid upon this matter iri 
the rule of a Chriftian’s duty. Hufbands and wives 
are commanded to fliow the mbft affe8:ionate regard 
to each other. The precept is immediately addrelT- 
ed to hufbands, but it equally applies to wives. So 
ought men to love their w’ives^ as their own bodies. He 
that loveth his wife loveth hisjelf. For no man ever 
yet hateth his own fujh^ but nourijlietk and cherijheth it^ 
even as the Lord the church. Ephefi v. In this com- 
mand, bbferve the quick feeling which every man 
has of the leaft hurt clone to his body ; the conftant 
averfion to every thing which would give it pain, 
and the incefiant defire of its health and comfort, are 
chofen to reprefent the ftrength, delicacy and perpe- 
tuity of conjugal affcQion. 

And as the bcidy partakes no lefs of your care 
and love, on account either of its we'aknefs, defoTin- 
ity or difeafe ; fo no* difagrceable qualities or per- 
yerfe humors on the other fide, can jultify the other 
party in withholding the tribute of love. Thefe 
faults indeed make it very difficult to behave with 
proper tendernefs, and prove a fevere trial of faith' 
and patience, which yet in the end will certainly get 
the vidlory. 

This tender affecHori is finely taught the hufband 
in the conclufion of the precept, by diretling him to 
copy the love of Chrift for his church, in his own 
to his wife. As if it had been faid, you abundantly 
experience the care and aiFe6tion of your Savior, 
and fee it excrcifed over your fellow Chriilians ; you 
fee how he bears with your infirmities, and 'with ma- 
ny things in you exceedingly wrong and diflaflefui 
to him ; yet he grows not cold to your welfare, nor 
rcjedls ‘ }ou from among his chiMreh, Skew you, 
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therefore, the fame tcndernefs to each other, which 
the whole, church experiences' from its head, and 
never think yourfelves at liberty to yield to morofe- 
nefs, or live without endearing expreffiohs of mutu- 
al love. ' 

Further— hufbahds and wives who are Chriftians; 
mufl have their alfeQ;ion for each other fpiritual^ 
both in its foLvndation and effe6ls. It muft not' be 
built chiefly on beauty of perfon, for this is one of 
the rnofl fleeting thihgs in nature, and incapable 
even whilfl; it lalls, to maintain its enchanting pow- 
er. Very often thofe who come together in rap- 
ture, enamored with each other’s form, foon grow 
cool in their regard, and hate one another as forci- 
bly as they loved at firft. Nor can there, be any fc- 
curity that this will not fooner or later prove the 
cafe, when the caufe of affeftion is fo mean and fen- 
fual. 

But fuppofe even good fenfe, good ihaniiers, and 
a temper formed for friendftiip, engage the parties 
to iharry ; even thefe amiable accompliftiments, un- 
Icfs higher confideratiohs concur, leave them in dan- 
ger of taking great difguft, and living unhappily to- 
gether. For thefe accdmplifliments perfeftly coin-, 
eide with exceflTivc lull of pleafure, of the world, of 
independence. . Hence it often comes to pafs, that 
hufbands and wives who have no better foundation 
of their mutual love, than thofe agreeable qualities 
by w^hich they were fo pleafing to each other on 
their firfl; intimacy, are very miferable together at 
laft. They find more reftraint than they expelled, 
arid lefs entertainment ; they ceafe liudying to 
pleafe, and evil tempers, before concealed, break 
out! Efpccially when misfortune produces a bitter 
change of condition, frequently the well-bred, fenfi- 
ble, agreeable hufband or wife changes with their 
circumftancesj and grows a peevifli,^ compiaining, 
irkfome companion. 



The afl'eflion of Chrijilian hufbands and wiveiS 
inuft (land upon a firmer bafis. The hufband inuft 
f^ve his wife, not chiefly for her beauty, manner^ 



ii* 



2i8 



The Chrijlian' $ Duty [Sund. 34. 

or even the afTe^lion fhc bears to him, but as a crea- 
ture 'of ‘God, entitled by their union, (which is of di-- 
vine origin) to his tendered afieftion. The Chrifl- 
ian wife alfo inuft -love her hufband, not on account 
of the fuperiority of his underflanding, the applaufc 
he receives, the honor of his condition, of the love 
he has for herfclf ; but in obedience to the v;ill of 
God, holy, jult and good, which requires her to 
dwell in love with her hufband, with t* hom fhc is be- 
come one perfon. Where conjugal afFefuon is not 
fecured by confcience towards God, a thoufand un- 
forefeen accidents may raife a florm of contention ; 
and fome bitter expreflions may efcape in the heat 
of pafTion, which will eat as docs a canker, confum- 
ing all enjoyment of the marriage date, if they do 
not caufe an open reparation, 

Hufbands and wives, on, the contrary, governed 
by ihe authority and love of Chrid, will be drongl^’ 
united in the common fource of their felicity, and 
the objefl of their highed adoration ; for here they 
find a condant unalterable rcafon for mutual edeem . 
and love. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 



The Christian’s Duty in the Marriage State. 



A S the ground of afie6lion between 
Chridian hufbands and wives mud be fpiritual, fo 
mud the expreflions and proofs of it. I’o be felic- 
itous only in procuring a comfortable provifion for 
your wife, that fhc. may not be left deditute or dc- 
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pendent, W’hen your diligence or frugality might pre- 
vent u, is the affection every man muit feel, who is 
not funk beneath a brute. - On the other hand, the 
wife may expreis love to her hufband by a moft dif- 
creet management of the family, by cheerfully doin? 
her utmofl for its welfare, and by ftudying to make 
his life and home agreeable, yet be void of the leaft 
lavpr of Chriftian knowledge. Mutual and earnefl 
eii^cieavors to pleafe each other, are often found 
^ ere the parties do a thoufand things In open defi- 
ance of God’s authority, and inftead of meek rem’on- 
itrance, or difapproving filence on either fide, they 
remain very well fatisfied with each other’s condua. 
A perfidious fort of love this is, though every where 
prevalent.^ A confederacy againft the truth and 
government of; God, by which they flrengthen one 
anotner in unbelief and profanenefs, and arc princi- 
pal inffruments of each other’s endlefs mifery.' 

r/ reverfe will the affeaion of 
<-nriUian hufbands and wives for each other be dif- 
covered. Their fpiritual good will be a chief and 
mutual concern. They will be tender-hearted in-- 
♦pebtors of each otherV condua, meekly correbiincr 
errors, which unnoticed would have flrtick root, or 
pointing out faults before they are confirmed into 
liaDits. They will converfe together on the power, 
t le g ory, the mightinefs of God’s kingdom, to in- 
creafe their knowledge of his excellency and love of 
his name. They will prompt each other to holy vig- 
ilance, apd 4 diUgent care and labor to pleafe God, 
and encourage that fort of acquaintance and inti- 
mates, whole principles, fentiments and tempers- are 
animating and exemplary^ As the nuptial union 
gives the parties much influence to be either greatly 
lerviccable or hurtful to each other’s eternaT intcr- 
os, they mufl look • upon theirfelves as bound in 
conlcicncc to ufe all their weight againft the corrupt 
tio.is of the heart, agianft pride, unbelief and world- 
ly lu hs, through which their falvation-is moft endan- 
gered. 
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' Thus with unfpcakablc advantage Chriftian huf- 
bands and wives prove the fpiritual nature of their 
conjugal affeQion ; fure to find it equally^ conftant 
in youth and age, ficknefs and health, indigence or 
plenty, lafting as their abode together, and re- 
dounding to their advancement in eternal glory af- 
ter death. 

True believers in Chrift arc the only perfons ca- 
pable of dwelling in the mutual excrcife of fuch 
fpiritual and permanent affeftion ; fi nee they orily 
confefs their innate depravity ; and, under a hum- 
bling fenfe of their vilenefs, ufe with fuccefs tht 
means of grace. They know how to perfevere in 
importunate prayer for the remiffion of each other s 
fins, for daily lupplies of ftrength againft tempta- 
tions, -and help under various infirmities. Thefc 
their devout fentiments and praflices prove a fruit- 
ful fource of mutual endearment ; they forcibly im- 
prefs upon them both the idea, that they are connect- 
ed by nobler ties than thofe of wedlock, that they 
are children of one heavenly Father, fervants of one 
gracious Lord^ members of his body, and heirs to- 
gether of the grace of life. 

A full perfuafion of a common intereft in fuch in- 
cflimable privileges is of powerful influence to unite 
even ftrangers to each other, at firft view, in the 
bonds of friendfiiip ; and can inftantly create de- 
light in each other’s company and welfare. Judge 
then the efficacy of this knowledge, when increafed 
and enlivened by daily prayer. It is a prevention 
of indifference to each other, and both perfuades 
and inclines to love fervently. - 

We may obferve alfo, that fatiety often proves 
the .bane of conjugal affeClion. The parties grow 
infipid to each other upon more acquaintance ; the 
hufband becomes more referved, or the wile lofes 
her vivacity; in either cafe they are weary of each 
other. But the fpiritual life of believers in Jefus 
prevents its fatiety. An infinite grandeur in theob- 
jefts of their common faith, the importance of their 
auptial union with refpeft to them, joined to mutua! 
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rlefire of obtaining falvatlvon, will not fuffer that 
flagnation to take place in the inanied ilatc, which 
otherwife frequently follows. 

Further— Itrife and contention often hrfl cool, 
and then dellroy conjugal affeaion ; but the devout 
exercife, in which real Chriftians conftantly engage^ 
efFeftuallyprevent this melancholy eftrangcinentfroni 
each other. Should variance in anv degree arii^.% 
they are checked, they are lharply upbraided in their 
own confcicnces ; they have both offended and griev- 
ed their bell friend ; before his throne of grace they 
are. to appear, where they lament their failings, and 
beg their trefpaffes may not be imputed, but forgiv- 
en, as they forgive every offence againfl theirfelves ; 
hence they find it eafy to make merciful allowances 
to each other ; to divide the blame, inftcad of mak- 
ing it all to one fide, as pride and felf-conceit will 
prompt men to do, thus inflaming the quarrel. Wiih 
unfeigned felf-abafement, they will confefs their de- 
pravity, from which they are fo ready to kindle into 
a rage, where Chrillian patience would fcarcelv be 
moved. By thefe conceflions, contention ceal’cs 
foon, and from- mutual felf-condemnation, arifes a 
defire of greater vigilance to guard againll paffion, 
and more earnefl prayer to be kept, for the future, 
fn harmony and love. 

Though the vehement fondnefs, therefore, for 
Gach other, which ufually precedes the nuptial union, 
and fJourifhes for a time after it, may wear off ; yet 
ihe married pair, who, in the fcriptiire pbrafe, are 
joined together in the Lord, may be fure a Iblid ten- 
der affeclion will ever remain, an affection true and 
refined, fufficient to produce fubftantial comfort, 
and ripening more and more, as they improve their- 
felves in’ every divine attainment. 



Befides mutual fidelity and love, the common du- 
ty of both parties in the conjugal flatc, there arc 
feme offices peculiar to the hiifband, others to the 
wife, and the confeientious ^difeharge of thefe re- 
ipeftively, will be flri8Iv regarded bv the faidifui ip, 
Chrijh Jt Jus, ' ' ' . - 
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The liufbafid's peculiar province is to govern : 

I'or the hu/band is the head of the w^fe^ even as Chrijl 
is the head cf the church, Ephef. v. WMenlhe hufband, 
iherdore, ceales to prefide, giving upjhis authority to 
ihe wife, he tranfgrefles np lefs than a military officer, 
vho fhould iurrender the honor of his command to 
the impertinent intrufion, of his inferior. But ^hen 
as the head hath no intereft diftinft from the other 
parts of the body, nor any advantage oyer them (un- 
lels the care of direction and providing, fpr them be 
onej fo the hufbanci has no intereft feparate from his 
wife. The authority intrufted in his hands by our 
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.province. Ir, this manner, the labors of life are di- 
v.dcd, and if either, neglea their refpeaive duty, 
tnach lofs and confufion will follow, which marriage 
was ueligned to prevent. ° 

A Chriftian wife, therefore, will not Conform to 

vTfa^iV above the. care of 

.r faniilj,, ^ if fte was made only to drefs, vifit, 

or, h.ve a ptaure, be admired. She will look well to 
idTener and not eat the bread of 

ny of her affeaion for him, by being careful to fee 
his income, or the fruit of his labor, is not extrava- 
gamly eonfumed-for want of female infpeaion at 

A fecond inftance of duty peculiar to the wife i? 
ooedience ,to her hufband. When our common 
mother finned through vain defire of bein^ as the 
Rods Ihe not only failed of the very end a" which 
hie aimed, but her^proud defire of pre-eminence was 

X M /A f ‘^Sj?rading her. And Ihy deftre Jhall 

to thy kufband, and he. Jhall rule over thee.- Gen iii 
Wienever, therefore, the wife afFeas to rule, or re- 

Xrtt 'Xi the authority of her hulband, flic 

rehfts the ordinance of God. She exalts herfclf, in 

on empt of the divine decree publifhed immediately 
-^[s tranfgreffion, and confirme4 again by the 
Holy Ghoft. As the church is JubjeEl'to Chrift Uc 
knowledging and fubmitting to his authority, /houiih 
contrary to natural inclination)/,! let the wives he to 
ineir own hujbands in every thing. I n every inftance 
where the command of the hufband does not contra- 
dia the command of God, the wife is obliged to 
^oraply, and without a murmur give up her own 

n that the wife has frequently more 

to govern tlian the huf- 

liv?n^^"1-X ought to beexcufed from 

liberrvX/“f-^t^'X ' ‘ ** ; fhehath . 

and nLr^ her fuperior wifdom in giving counfd, 

a miLtpX*"^) fcafons as are proper to corrcH 
a miftaken judgment. But if her advice is not .r. 
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cepted, fubjsaion ia her duty ; for if more than to 
give advice was allowed on account of greater wif- 
doiTi« authoritv would then be founded on fuperior- 
itv of undeHianding ; a notion big with confufion. 
For, fuppol'e a fei;vant, as is often the faft, endued 
with more capacity and grace too, than his m after, 
would it not be infufferable infolence, fhould he 
urge this as a reafon for refuling to be any longer 
under control, which on another account was indif- 
miiably his duty, Viz. from his Jlatien in life? Aa 
atteuipt, therefore, to gain the afcendency, is an at. 
tciiint to fubvert the order, which the fovercign Giy. 
er of all wifdom has appointed. Bafe return for his 
bounty ! The Chriftian rule is pofitiye againft fuch 
an ufurping fpirit ; The command is, Let the viije 
fee that jhc reverence her kufuend. In oppofition to 
natural pa''‘ic, let her carefully check the firft defire 
to have her own will, and fee ftie be not wanting la 
fubrniffion ; for this behavior is nfoft becoming a 
woman profeffing godlincfs. Let her remember 
that God, the author of the marriage ftate, has ap- 
pointed this fubordination. , 

Such are the excellent tempers which hulbands 
and wives inuft pofiefs, and the extent of that duty 

which' thev muft practife, , ... , 

It often happens that one of the parties is brought 
to the knowledge of Chrift, whilft the other remainr. 
in uni^lief and bitter prejudice againft the life and 
po'.vcv ofgodlinefs. In this cafe, much 
femf the miptiai union Oioald produce, mun be loft- 
Herc, inftcad of a-Jilting each other in theidhoblc en- 
deavors to pleafe God, the believing huftand or 
wife will iincl a fevere crolk in the idle oilcourlc, 
vain comnanv and low pnrfuits, in which the unbe- 
lieving party can only take pleafiire. \et in this 
living’ fiiuation, the power of laith wul difplay itfelf 
di) great advantage; it will produce an in\inci Ic 
mecknefs, and a patient expectation in love, t.iat 
God peradvenfure may give repentance to the ac- 
k nowledgemcnt of the tnith. 1 1 will excite to great- 
cr circumlncwiicn in nehavioi. that tiie min.- —i 3 
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feded to tie truth and fervicc of God, may be won over; 
it will excite frequent and earneft prayer, that bdng alrea- 
dy united by wedlock, they may become alfo one fpirit 
in the Lord j a prayer fire<iuently anfwered. 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 
The Natural Duty of Parents akd GniinREit. 



- - Tiffi flearcftconnedH^ after the nup- 

tial unioh> and often fpringing from it, is that betWceii 
parents and their children. From this relation parents 
are indifpenfibly obliged to provide for their eternal Wel- 
fare. And all real Chrijiians will give great attention to 
this matter. They arc required to do fo. Thefe words^ 
faith the Lord, / comniahd thee this day^Jhall be in 
thine hearty and thou Jhalt teach them diligently unto thy chlU 
dreuy and Jhalt talk of them^ when thou fitteji in thy houfe^ and 
when thou walkejl by the way, arid when thou liejt down and 
.when thou rifeji up. Deut. yi. God ejiablijhed a tejiimony inf a* 
cob, and appointed a law in Ifrael, which he commanded our 
fathers that they fhouldmakethem known to their children, that 
the generation to comertiight know them^ even the children which 
Jhould be born ; who Jhould arife and declare them to their chiU 
dren, that they riiight fet their hope in God, and not forget the 
works ofGodJbut keep his commandments. TTius emphatically 
does feripture enjoin parents to bring up their children ifi 
the nurture and admoniticnof the Lor d, 2 s tne grand means of 
preferving the knowledge of God, his works, and truth 
amongft men. 

This injun^don is foletnhly ackno^edged by the 
enant into vrYiich C hrijlians enter their children, aimoft as 
fooh as they are born. In the ordinance of baptilih, they 
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TOW to educate them in the fervice, and for the honor of 
their Maker and Redeemer ; or if they do not anfwer 
in perfon for their children, they choofe friends who fol- 
emnly engage to join with them in feeing- their children 
properly inftruded ; and by negligence in doing this du- 
ty, a religious rite, which undoubtedly claims God our 
SaSdor for its author, is turned into a worthlefs cerimei. 

Natural ajBFedion alfo muft influjence to take much pains 
for the faU’ation of their children. They know the* 
worth of the immortal foul, otherwife they are not Chrif- 
iians, but infidels. If then they negled the cultivation of 
its faculties defirous^only to provide a temporal fubfiftence,’ 
their affedion is not ratioh^ of cliriftiah' ; it is lio higher 
than bears and wolves feel for their young. A rational, 
a C;^rj/?/»;2 love for their children, dictates fuch fetitiments 
as follow. Thefe tender plants fprung from ourfelves, 
polTefs capacities of knowing, ferving, loving God, and 
enjoying the yifion of him forever. If their capacities are 
not improved to this higheft end, their exiftence, inflcad 
of a blefling, will turn out anTnlupportable curfe. Our 
love for them makes us think no pains or coft too great 
to heal, them when fick, and' provide for their prefent 
well-being., But what avails it to fecure them (were we’ 
ablejt from the tranfient evils of fi^cknefs, pain, and pover- 
ty, if woes of endlefs duration are to be their final portion ? 
What avails the moft ardent alFe^ion, which reaches on« 
ly to the mgrtai part, if all that fieth in oiir power is not, 
done, that after paflihg through the prefent fliort-lived 
feene, they may enter* eternity hi the favor of God ? . 

Where there is any con^detion of the certainty, of the' 
worhl to come, a fmall dc^ee of natural affedion will 
powerfully and conftantly luggeil thoughts of this kind, 
and be followed vdth correfpondent care in theeducation' 
of tlieir ofTsprii^. But all Chridian parents clearly fee 
the realities of the eternal world, they ftrongly feef tlieir 
unfpeakableimportance, and fiich. love have they tb God' 
and man, that was their powef equal to their kind re-' 
gards, there fliould not remain upon the earth, one re- 
bel againft his Maker. They are grieved to fee any pef- 
ifliing, whilfi fefus., mighty to fave, and merciful to. par- 
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don, ig ready to receive, with open arms, aM who will 

come to him for life- 

With what ftronger force muft this benevolent fpirit 
work towar d, their own oftspring! How adive muft they 
he, to fecure their fpiritual wehSrc, which from parentd 
Jove, muft be their chief concern ! 

Befides, it ig the duty of parents, m the firft place to 
teach their children the knowledge of God and his word, 
becaufe they have the charge offorming them whilft they 
are in the fitteft ftate to receive and to retain good im- 
preffions. Should they neglect this noble opportunity of 
feafoning their minds with the truth of divine revelation, 
fo profitable to all men, every future method of inftruc- 
tion, or means of grace will in general fail of having a 
good effedf. For children very foon and naturally con- 
clude what their parents never mention, or earneftly in- 
culcate, can he of little advantage to them. If they have 
lievef been taught to confider the glorious majefty of 
God, the abfolutc dependence of every living thing upon 
him, his rich bounty and mercies towards us all y they 
will attend public w^orftiip in as much ignorance, as Pa^ 
gans bow down before their dumb idols ; and with an of- 
fenlive levity and profanenefs which Pagans do not. What 
mere babbling alfo, muft thein prayers in fecret be (if they 
are dire^ed to pray at all,) fince they, have never been in- 
ftruded in the nature of fin, or the worth of the foul : 
never, been taught to obferve haw great is human weak- 
nefs, apd depravity, on which the need of prayer and di- 
vine grace are founded ? What an invincible obftacle, 
humanly fpeaking, muft found in the hearts of young 
people againft receiving the gofpeb where natural ignor- 
ance, felf-wili, and unbelief have been fuffered to 
ftrep|||ien, by their, parents criminal negle<fl ? Nay even 
affli<SRs and misfortunes in the femily, the death of 
dear relations, or intiniate friends, generally lofe thek ef-" 
fc(ft, where no care has. been taken in the. education o& 
children. Thefe awakening. c^s fen t from God to lead 
men, to repentance, and to confider. their tranfgrellions, 
wherein they have exceeded, make no ufeful impreflion 
on minds never accuftomed to advert to God their Ma- 
ker, Governor, and Judge* 



u 

M 



'4 





ly brought to' the iSiowledge of Chrift/ Ncverthelefs, 
tiie prevalence of open prpfanenels apd of fenfclefs for- 
mality in religion, may be traced up as to its fpring, in 
parents utterly negleddng their children, and mud be 
anfwered for by them/ This fuggefts another motive 
which fhould engage the fhidy and labor of parents in 
promoting the wlvation of their children, The Lord 
Ood ta^es particular notice of their behavior in this 
matter. Hear the high commendation of Abraham^ the 
jfather of the faithful, and the friend of God. The Lord 
faid^Jhall I hide from Abraham the thing which I do, 
that Abraham Jhall furely become a great and mighty nation, 
and all the nat ions of the earth Jhall be blejfed in him ^ For I 
know him, that he will command his children and bis hovjhold 
after him. There were many Ihining excellencies in his 
charader, but God feleds that in which he took peculiar 
delight, naming it together with a repeated promife of 
Chrift, That Abraham would above all things regard the re^ 
ligious education of his children, and the honor oj God in bring* 
ing them up for his fervice. 

On the other hand, how vety awful is the feripture 
account of the indignation God manifelfs againft parents, 
who negled their children. Though Eli was n ot with- 
out theknowledge and fear of God in fome meafure him- 
felf, yet becaufe his fons made themfelves vile, and he re* 
firabied them not ; only mildly reproving, when he fhould. 
have rebuked with all authorh:y and feverity ; only ex- 
prefling difapprobation, when he fhould have warned 
them at their peril to perfift in their evil waytend upon 
their obflihate refufal to otey, have executed ^og|them 
the law : fojr this crime he is firft branded as an IHfefiary 
in their iniquity, as, kicking at the facrifee of God, and hon* 
taring his fons above him. Then a terrible doom is de- 
nounced upon his family ; they are to be degraded from 
their mofl; honorable office ; they are to be cuf oflf from 
the altar, and the iniquity of bfs houfe is never to be 
purged* For them that honor me, faith the Lord, I will 
honor, and they that defpife me Jhall be lightly eftemed^ 
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From this afFe^^ing contraft in the charaders of Abra^ 
ham and of Elh judge how much parents are concerned 
diligently to train up their children in the knowledge 
God. ■ V 

. Further, the condition in which they are born lays a 
ilrong obligation upon parents to do all in their power 
to promote their f^vation. What companion is due to 
them ! They are born wholly diftempered. Do not you 
fee how much grief, anger, and vexation do they feel c- 
yen in their childhood from natural ftiibbornnefs, paflion, 
envy, pride, and felfifhnefs ? Do you not know- what 
thefe diforders portend ? What greater troubles and fe- 
verer conflids await them I What frequent and more cut- 
ting vexation they are to meet with, unlefs thefe violent 
and baleful paflions are fubdued ? Are you not confcioui 
that the latent feeds of various lulls in their hearts, will 
by time and occalion grow up, ripen, and bring forth in 
abundance eveiy^ evil work, unlefs preventive methods 
are, in childhood, feafonaUy applied by thofe who have 
authority over them ? Can you confider all this, and ne- 
gled to bring them, in the arms of faith and prayer, to 
the phylician of the foul ? Can you be fatisfied, nature 
fliould have its courfe without difeipline without laying 
jfalutary rellraints upon them, without repeating to them’ 
a tkoufand times in all affedion and earnellnels, how* 
much they need, and ought to, feelc his power and grace, 
wli^ came to lave the loll ? 

Was a parent to defer t his child in a wildernefs infell- 
ed vith raverious bealls, or full of covered pits, when 
his prefonce, counfel, and experience mi^it have given 
protedion, would not his barbarity ftiock every humane 
mind ? l^ut do you, O parent, ad in a more tender man- 
tier, who leave your child to walk through a world full 
of enticing objeds, fmiling only to enllave, and where 
fubtle malicious foes lie k\ ambulh to dellroy ? To pafs 
through fuch a world, without the light of faith, the de- 
fence of God, the influence of his Spirit ; ignorant of the 
foundations: of jullice, truth, fobriety, ciiaftity, and a 
Qhriftian life, in what ftrpngth they mull be pradifed ; 
why fo abfolutely required, and what irrepambk lols fol- 
lows the violation of thefe duties to the lall ; a young 
man or wpman entering upon the llage of life, in igno- 
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ranee of thefe things, is as a child defertedby its unnatur- 
al parent in the howling defert, and not more likely to 
efcape d^ftruftion. 

Again, was you, O parent, to abandon your child to 
poverty, or fee it haftening to a jail and an infamous 
death, yet ufe no pains to reclaim him from his courfes, 
how could you excufe your condud I Be not deceived, you 
are doing fo in effect, whilft you defpife their fouls, 
and negled deeply to imprefs them with a fenfe of their' 
duty. For go now, and afk confined debtors what de- 
prived them of fweet liberty, their family and fociety of. 
their labors ? (a few cafes only excepted,) the anfwer 
from that place of wretchednefs would be this : no cruel 
rigor of our creditors, or Ioffes unavoidable : but head- 
ilrong paflions, unchecked by the fear of God, which was 
never inftilled in our childhood, brought us to this 
ihameful houfe of our prifon. Our parents were firfi: ac-' 
celfary to our ruin. Some of them have lived to fee it, 
and been tortured by felf-accufation on our account. A- 
midfi; all other inftances of their love, for us, the grand^ 
oite was ftill wanting ; they took no pains to give con^ 
fcience authority, by teaching us God’s word. This 
would have made us tremble at thofe fins, which have de- 
ftroyed our peace, our character, our fubftance, and leave, 
us no hope of a better condition in the world to come, 
than we have in this. 

Confider, O parents, with yourfelves, how would you 
be able to bear fuch a charge from them, who were en- 
trufted of God to your care, that you might ear- 
ly infill into their minds the principles of the 
Chri/iian and guide them into the paths of right- 
eoufnefs. 

But fbould there be parents fo hardened in profane 
principles, as not to regard what becomes of their off- 
spring after death, provided they profper in this world ; 
let them hear once more (whether they wall believe it or 
no,) the day is coming when they muft fee their relation 
to their children was confiituted for much higher ends 
than to fecure them* any worldly advantages, or to keep 
them from poverty and want. Then what agony will 
be felt, when children call out for juftice on their infidel 
parents, imputing in fgme meafurc to their cruelty, tho 
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everlafting miferies which af e come upon tbem^ They 
kept the dreadful danger out of fight, they fuffered thek 
paffions to. rule, they joined in extolling pleafure, riches, 
honor, and power ; but never expofed the mlfchief, ipfe^ 
my, and ruin, infeparable from obftinate difobedicnce to 
God How infufferable the anguilh, when children, 
with bitter imprecations, will rage againft their father 
and mother, and curfe the day in which they were born 
to them, born finally to aggravate their mifery, by per- 
ifliing all together ! 

The united force of thefe various.obligations and hearN 
afFeifring confiderations, make all Cbrifiian parents do 
what lies in their, ^wer to prepare their offspring to re- 
ceive,the truth of God ; in the ufe of thofe methods on 
Which they may exped his blelling. 
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CHAPTER XXXm \ 

The fame fubjeEl continued. 

. ' The duty of all Chriflian parents to in- ! 

ftru6t their children in the knowledge of God has been 
laid before you. But as the capacities of men differ no 
lefr than their condition^ it is accordingly the duty of | 

fome, and what will undoubtedly be required at their ' i 
hands, to beftow more time and pains on this matter, ! 

than others are capable of doing, though ever fo defirousi,. 

. Poor people will difeharge their duty to their children, ^ 

by correcting them from their infancy, for ftubbornnefs ^ 

^d quarrelling, for lying, uling bad words, for pilfering | 

in the leaft dejgree, and for every mark of a cruel difpofi- ! 

tioh : by frequently telling them, it is a good and gra- j 

cious God, who gives their parents ftrength to earn wod 
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for them $ that Ms eyes are m every pkee beholding the 
evil and the good, that he may give to every one accord- 
ing to his doings, when He judge the \yorld ; that 
this glorious God will ever love, blefs, and cOmfort thofc 
who fear and love him,- and thek fellow-creatures ; but 
will punifh with inconceivable pains all the ungodly, for 
doing the things, and living in the tempers, which he 
hates, ihd hath forbidden.- , , 

Every poor day-laborer v^o loves God, has it farther 
ill his power to teach his children to pray morning and 
evening : to tell them the Bible is the word of God, 
which muft judge them, and all ChriJUans ; and which 
they muft obey and love ; to carry them to church on the 
Lord’s day, aftd keep them from profaning it. .When 
thefe things are enforced by good example, there is little 
doubt but the children of the poor will, in general, be 
much reftraiiied ; they will Have a confcience well in- 
formed, and tread in the fteps of their poor,^ but right 
honorable parents : and where fo little time can be 
fpared from hard and continual labor, and the under- 
fiandingbe fo little improved ; this, I apprehend, maybe 
efteemed a full difeharge of their duty towards their chil- 
dren whilft they afe very young.' . . . 

When years have ripened their minds,* all who' believe 
in Jefus^ however poor, will be able to enlarge their in- 
. ftrudions which they give to them : th'^ will affiirc 
them their own cohfciehces never were putgedfrom guilt,* 
till they depended on the atonement made on the crofs,* 
and pleaded that alone for their pardon before God ; 
that they have obtained victory over their own; w*kked,^ 
nefs, and violent tempers, in his ftrength and power ; 
that they have been preferved in n^uch peace from world- 
ly fears and anxiety for their bread, by feeking in the 
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•fuccefs by ufing not books fo much as outward objects and 
particular occurrences, which will give a body and fub- 
ftance to religious truths ; and by proper attention, a 
inoft agreeable variety of inftances may be chofen, which 
will take in the feveral grand branches of divine knowl- 
edge. 

To explain my idea at large : the firft thing, in which 
all children fliould be thoroughly inftruded, is, that God 
is good and gracioi^, and the earth full of his goodnefs. 
To imprint deeply this delightful truth, point out to 
them at fpring, the whole country arrayed in beauty, 
and covered with the bounty of God ; tell them they 
are his clouds which drop fatnefs, that it is his fun which 
imparts genial warmth to m‘ake the ground produce its 
fruits ; that he caufeth the grafs to grow for the cattle 
and herb for the fervice of men, and giveth bread to 
ftrengthen man’s heart, and oil and wine to make him 
of a cheerful countenance: tell them, that could they 
fee the vail extent of divine goodnefs, they would fee in- 
numerable myriads in Heaven above, in the earth be- 
neath, in the waters under the earthy all fuflained by him 
alone. In autumn when the fields are filled with flanding 
Cleaves of corn," and trees bend under their load of fruit, 
draw afide the veil of ignorance, and fix their attention 
upon God, the invifible, yet foie Author of all the plenty 
aroundthem. 

In winter frequent opportunities occur of bringing the 
elements to bear witnefs to their Maker’s glory. When 
froft hardens the earth as iron, and congeals the flowing 
ftream into folid ice ; fhpw your children how paflivc 
the whole creation lies in the hand of its Maker. When 
the intenfe cold is diftrefling, and icy particles, like darts 
pain our frail body, that we are fcarcely able to fland 
before them, point out the hidden change of the feene : 
in an inflant he blo^Jbeth with his wind^ and the waters Jiow 
again. And when his fnow covers the face of the earth, 
and fe^s men up iii their dwelling ; lead them to obfer'^e 
how fuddenly at his word it diflblves, having anfwcred 
the benevolent purpofe for whicli it was fent. Purfuing 
the fame method, when you have told your children of 
the exceeding great powex of God, and what a dreadful 

F f 
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thing it is to fall into his hands, repeat the falutary in- 
ftfudion when his thunder has fhakcn your dwelling, 
and the arrows of his lightning have paffed before their 
eyes, or when his tempeftuous wind, has left in the neigh- 
borhood fome traces of its rage. Then is the time with a 
pleafing, yet folemn air, to aSiire them that fire and va- 
por, fnow and hail, ftorm and tempeft, wild as they fe-em 
to us, move only as God appoints their courfe, with more 
exactnefs than the befi; trained troops obey the fignal of 
their commander ; that though the earth ihould be 
moved, and the hills be carried into the midft of the fea, 
the Lord of Hofis is wdth his obedient people, the God 
of Jacob is -their refuge. ' 

I hus, by pointing out to your children the invifible 
God, working in all thefe moh fenfible changes, and fur- 
nilhing their minds^ with fublime fcriptures, in w^hich 
he afferts his own immediate abfolute dominion over fire 
and water, earth and air, men and angels, you wall make 
his creation^ the great book of inftruclion. By this mieth- 
od of teaching, the truth has a body and a fubftance. 
And though they would feel it an irkfome talk to get 
a catechifm by heart, and would yawn over a mere leflbn 
in divinity, they wnil clearly apprehend,, and hear wnth 
entertainment, a defeription of the wifJom, power, and 
goodnefs of God, exemplified before their eyes. Leiffures 
of this kind, repeatM net too frequently (left they fliould 
furfelt children, a thing greatly to be guarded againft,) 
but at fuch intervals as thefe various appearances occur, 
will early form your children to adore their great Crea- 
tor, and imprefs them with a lenfe of his prefence and a- 
gency in every place. Thus in the moft rational manner 
and in obedience to your Maker’s command, you will 
talk of him, and his works, and truth. When you go out^- 
and when you come in^ 'when you fit down^ '^nd when, you 
rife up. 

Another truth early and often to be inculcated,’ which 
young children arC' able to underftand, and will feel, is 
that fieep, health, and ftrength are the gifts of God. And 
this you will make indilputable, by taking an opportuni- 
ty of carrying them to the bed-fide of a brother, After, or 
play-mate when fick and in pain. Immediately after the 
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vifit, tell them you waited for this opportunity to con- 
vince them of the truth they have been taught, that it is 
God who maketh fick, and maketh well. This inftruc- 
tion will have more weight upon their own recovery 
from languifliing difeafe and pain to the enjoyment of 
health and ilrength. 

It is no lefs ufeful to teach children that life and death 
are, like ficknefs and pain, the appointment of God. The 
time to realize this truths is when the awful report is juft 
brought to their ears, that a fervant, friend, or neighbor, 
well known to your children, is dead. Then the circum- 
ftances of the deceafed immediately before death, the ad- 
vice of phylicians without any benefit, the grief of friends 
and relations, are ail to be urged as fenfible proofs that 
God'taketh away our breath in infancy, youth, or riper 
years, juft as he fees fit, and that none can deliver out of 
his hands. 

At the fame time you fliould be mindful to tell your 
children, what the news they have heard. Such a one is 
dead^ means. Then alfure them that to die, is to pals 
out of a changing world, intq one unchangeable, to be 
happy or miferable in a degree inconceivable, according 
to what the deceafed has been jmd done ; that to the un- 
believing, proud, and wicked, whether rich or poor, 
kings or beggars, death is the beginning of iorrpws but 
to every one who has lived and believed in the herd 'Jc- 
fus Cbriji^ it is the tranliation of the foul to the perfection 
of holinefs, and joy forever more. 

Should it pleafe God to bring your own children, into 
apparent danger of death, yet I'pare them, you muft not 
omit telling them how you felt their pain, and hung over 
their bed with tears, but could give them no relief : how 
you made your prayer to God, by’' whofe power alone they 
were healed ; or fhould either of you, their parents, be 
brought back from the borders of the grave, to embrace 
your offspring, then is the feafoa to iinprefs their minds 
with a convi<ftion, that the Lord of life and death hath re- 
covered you in tender mercy, to be ftiil the guide of their 
youth, their affeiftionate counfellor, and beft earthly 
friend. This has a powerful tendency to work upon, 
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their gratitude, and lead them to lore the name of the 
Lord, who is kind to them in a matter fo greatly afi. 
feeing their welfare. 

i ■ ■ ■ ... . 

I 

S U N D A Y XXXVIIL ' 

• • . I , A 

eooosoe* 

i CHAPTER XXXVHi. 

On the Education of Chiubren, 

? . - A 



TT HE methods of inftni6lion pointed out 
above, fliould be ufed, and the fevcral grand truths above 
mentioned fhould be inculcated by the time they have 
reached to the age of fourteen. After this period, they arc 
generally capable of perceiving the force of the capital ar- 
guments, upon which a Chrijiian life is to be fupported 
againft all oppofition from without or within. Now 
their faculties are able alfo to receive ' thofe important 
doclrirxes, which few can underftand before. It follows, 
therefore, that if parents are fpared till they fee their ofF- 
fpring fo far advanced, duty now requires of them, and 
they will be exceedingly criminal, Ihould they neglecl to 
inculcate the abfolute obligation lying upon us, to love 
God, to delight in his word and fervice ; the folly, 
weaknefs, mi&ry, and’ lin of peeviflinefs, difeontent, paf- 
fion, pride, envy, revenge, lewdnels, or a worldly, felfilh, 
covetous fpirit. 

By this time alfo your children will have committed fo 
many faults, have been fo often correded, or fharply re- 
buked for them, and only reftrained, contrary to natural 
inclination, from committing more and greater, that you 
wdll have various and ftrong proofs to convince them 
they are totally corrupt in their nature, difafFeded to the 
government and ‘will of God^ and full of vile propenjS# 
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tres. Now produce the fcripture charader of fallen man \ 
The heart of the fans of men ufulUf evil^ arid tnadnefs u in 
their heatt ‘while they h‘ue» Ti^e all like fheep have ^oiie af 
iray^ we have tur tied every one to hh own way. 

To prove how truly they and their manners are thus 
defcribed, tell them what vigilance, and care, and correc-* 
tion, and rellraint have been ufed \yith them from them 
infancy, to conquer their innate evil, and incline them' 
to love God and man. Then appeal to their confciences 
whether after all they do npt find vile , tempers ready to 
getkhe maftery, though they dare not iiiffer them to 
break out, for fear of your difpleaiure. Whilfc you are 
thus unanfv/erably proving their bafe fpirit, you muft do 
it with tender love, left by feeming to upbraid, their 
pride ftiouldbe inflamed, and their prejudice encreafed a- 
gainft the truth. And the ufe you are immediately to 
make of this difeovery, is to prove to them the great 
need of a Redeemer. For after having made it evident, 
as they cannot deny, that in a thoufand inftances they 
have done prefumptuoufly what God hath forbidden, and 
taken pleaftire in fo doing : after proving the complica- 
tion of f(jlly, injuftice, iirgratitude,-and rebellion againfl: 
God, which has been in their condud j they will eafily 
fee the all-important conclufion, that it did not become 
him, by whom are all things, to pardon fuch finful crea- 
tures, and bring them to glory without an atonemsnt, 
v/hich fliould remain not only in time, but through all 
fjternity, a demonftration of his infinite abhorrence of 
fin, v/hilft he was giving falvation to men ruined by it ; 
that without fhedding of blood there could be no remif- 
fion, nor any other way than through Chrift crucified 
for the wifdqm, juftice, and mercy of God to obtain a 
joint triumph in the ftllvation of man. 

Now alfo is the time to explain to them the great 
things revealed in fcripture ; that the Redeemer is God, 
though he dwelt amongfl; men in the likenefs of finful 
fleflij and died on the crofs, that all who believe in him 
might be pardoned, fanddfied, and faved ; that no mor- 
ality or religion (where the gofpei is proclaimed) can be 
acceptable to the Father, ho\vever men extol it, which is 
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their gratitude, and lead them to lore the name of the 
Lord, who is kind to them in a matter fo greatly afi. 
fe< 9 ing their welfare. 
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TT HE methods of inftru6lion pointed out 
above, fliould be ufed, and the fevcral grand truths above 
mentioned Ihould be inculcated by the time they have 
reached to the age of fourteen. After this period, they arc 
generally capable of perceiving the force of the capital ar- 
guments; upon which a Chrijiian life is to be fupported 
againft all oppofition from without or within. Now 
their faculties are able alfo to receive ‘ thofe important 
doctrines, which few can underftand before. It follows, 
therefore, that if parents are fpared till they fee their off- 
fpring fo far advanced, duty now requires of them, and 
they will be exceedingly criminal, Ihould they neglect to 
inculcate the abfolute obligation lying upon us, to love 
God, to delight in his word and fervice ; the folly, 
weaknefs, mifery, and’ lin of peevifhnefs, difcontcnt, paf- 
fion,^ pride, envy, revenge, lewdnels, or a worldly, felfifli, 
covetous fpirit. 

By this time alfo your children will have committed fo 
many faults, have been fo often corrected, or fliarply re- 
buked for them, and only reftrained, contrary to natural 
inclination, from committing more and greater, that you 
will have various and ftrpng proofs to convince them 
they are totally corrupt in their nature, difaffefted to the 
government and ‘will of God^ and full of vile propen& 
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tfes. Now produce the fcripture cliarader of fallen man 
The heart of the fans of men is fulUf evil., arid madnefs u in 
their heart while they live. We all like fheep have gone af 
tray., we have turned every one to his own way. 

To prove how truly they and their manners are thus 
delcribedj tell them what vigilance, and care, and correo* 
tion, and reilraint have been uled v/itli them from thein 
infancy, to conquer their innate evil, and incline them 
to love God and man. Then appeal to their confciences 
whether after all they do npt find vile . tempers ready to 
get^.e mattery, though they dare not fuffer them to 
bre^ out, for fear of your difpleaiure. Wliilfc you are 
thus unanfv/erably proving their bafe fpirit, you muft do 
it with tender love, left by feeming to “upbraid, their 
pride ihould be inflamed, and their prejudice encreafed a- 
gainft the truth. And the ufe you are immediately to 
make of this difeovery, is to prove to them the great 
need of a Redeemer. For after having made it evident, 
US they cannot deny, that in a thoufand inftances they 
have done prefumptuoufly what God hath forbidden, and 
taken pleaiure in fo doing : after proving the complica- 
tion of f<jlly, injuftice, ingratitude, and rebellion againll: 
God, which has been in their condudl ; they will eaflly 
fee the all-important conclufion, that it did not become 
him, by whom are all things, to pardon fuch fmful crea- 
tures, and bring them to glory without an atonemsnt, 
v/hich fliould remain not only in time, but through all 
eternity, a demonftration of his infinite abhorrence -of 
fin, whilft he was giving fah^tion to men ruined by it ; 
that without fliedding of blood there could be no remif- 
fion, nor any other way than through Chrift crucified 
for the wifdom, juftice, and mercy of God to obtain a 
joint triumph in the falvation of man. 

Now alfo is the time to explain to th^m the great 
things revealed in fcripture ; that the Redeemer is God, 
though he dwelt amongft men in the likenefs of finfui 
flefli, and died on the crofs, that all who believe in him 
might be pardoned, fanflified, and faved ; that no mor- 
ality or religion (where the gofpel is proclaimed) can be 
acceptable to the Father, however men extol it, which is 



f 






238 



On the Education of Children, • [Sund. 38, 

not praclifed in entire dependence upon Chrift the Me^ 
diator. 

One point more your children are now very capable 
of underftanding from Holy Writ, viz, their inability, 
without the grace of Gpd, to live as his word abfolutely 
requires. Obferye to them how often they have broken 
their refolutions, ai^ted againft their ftrongeft convidions, 
been forry for fo doing, flrove earneftly to make them- 
felves better, and yet were conftantly defeated, IHll only 
the more entangled, vexed, and guilty in their own eyes. 
Tell them this always is and muft be the cafe,' till the ^ir- 
it of God is implored, and their whole confidence placed 
in his power and influence ; that God knowing our 
weaknefs, has commanded us to alk and feek for his 
teaching, guidance, and defence. Defire them to make 
the experiment, to have done with placing any depend- 
ence on vows, promifes, and good refolutions ; to pray 
as creatures without lirength, and utterly depraved, for 
the Spirit of God 5 and conclude with aflurihg them, 
that in this very manner you yourfelf make application 
for power to lead a Chrifiian life, and fucceed. 

Chrijiian parents who have had a liberal education, 
ought certainly to ufe many other methods^ with their 
children when advancing towards manhood, in order to 
form their principles and pradice according to the word 
of God. At this feafon of life, it will be of admirable ufe 
to remark upon criminals doomed to an ignominious 
death. Let your children often hear that thefe enor- 
mous olfenders, in general, were early defpifers of God’s 
word, his Son, and grace j therefore their fins foon grew 
to a horrid fize. Help them to trace the gay pleafure-lov- 
ing young v/oman from her fir ft diflike of lerioufnefs and 
religion, to the lofs of her honor, her friends, and all 
comfort ; till her hands are embrued in murdering the 
offspring of her luft. Point out to them the robber, 
thief, perhaps affafiin in embrio, in the youth of high 
fpirit, infeded with the leprofy of lewdnefs, a paffion for 
gaming, or a proud defire of appearing above his equals. 
Mark out to them the effeds of felf-wiil, from its impa- 
tience of control under tutors and parents, at laft deli\* 
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cring up the man of fenfe, education, and fafliion to ht 
hanged like a dog. 

It is incumbent upon you, in this alarming mannerj 
not only to warn your children againft paffion, lull, and 
extravagance, but to perfuade them, thofe only are fafe 
and kept from the violent tyranny of every luft, who be- 
lieve in and call upon the Lord Je/us Chrijl, In full proof 
of this truth, your knowledge of the world will put it in 
your power to name to them many examples, where 
line parts are fhamefully abufed, and fhining abilities 
rendered pernicious in an high degree by lewdnefs, in* 
temperance, or a proud impat i ent fpirit. 

Thefe deteftable evils be careful to affure your children 
will generally pre\ ail, where Chrijiian principles are neg- 
lected ; and that the Bible, underftood and believed, is 
the only barrier againft the ravages which ftn makes a- 
mongft men. This will work ftrongly in favor of true 
religion, and lead them highly to efteem it, not only as 
neceflary to everlafting happinefs in the next world, but 
as our beft friend, and only certain proteftor from evil and 
ruin in this. 

The laft method of inftru<ftion I fliall mention, of equal 
ufe with thofe above, is to remark to your children, now 
capable of obfervation, the amiable behavior of real 
Cbrifilans. I fuppofe you are acquainted with fome^ 
who juftify their title to this glorious Aame. Obferve to ' 
them the tranquility of their countenance, and the modef- 
ty of their manners ; how free they are from paffion and 
pofitivenefs, ill-natured wit, or conceit of any fuperiority 
in themfelves ! How far from defpifing thofe who are 
deftilute of their advantages, either in underftanding or 
education, birth or riches ! How careful to avoid giving 
pain or uneafmefs to any in their company 1 

Still further to exalt in their eyes the prefent ineftima- 
ble value of Chrijiian knowledge, carry your children to 
fee fincere Chrijiians in the midft of their feveral trials, 
and to hear the patient meek fufferers bleffitig God, un- 
der the preffure of all their troubles. Their difeourfe, 
their very countenance will edify, and convince them 
that true greatnefs of mind, and invincible courage in the 
evil day, are the precious fruit of unfeigned faith ha 
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Chrift, who trains up all his difdj^es to a cheerful refig- 
nation and abfolute fiir render of themfelves to the holy 
will of God. 

And if an opportunity could be found of brining youi* 
child to the bcd-fide of a departing faint, this object 
w^ould infinitely exceed the force of fimple inftfudion. 
Your child v/ould never forget the compofurc and forti- 
tude, the lively . hope and confolation painted on the very 
countenance of the Chrifxian ; nor his warm expreffions 
of love and gratitude to the Savior, for a heaven of peace 
within, and affurance of pardon, inftead of gloomy 
thoughts and forboding apprehenlions, or fiupid infenfi- 
bility to any future exiftenee, the general cale of dying 
men. 

Allperfons of rank or affluence, of education and 
learning, have it in their power to ufe thefe, and . many 
other methods of the fame nature for the advantage of 
their ofispring. And if you know and feci that the fa- 
vor of God is incomparably more than the praife of men, 
the happinefs of eternity above the pleafures of time, and 
that there is ohly one way to glory marked out by the 
word of God ; in this cafe a confiant attention to the e- 
ternal welfare of your children will be delightful. You 
will find, your labor of love not loll •, you will fee con- 
fiderable impreffions made upon their minds,' ana in gen- 
eral your prayers anfwered. . 

But if inftead of this attention, you can take cuftem 
and falliion for your rule, coniuming your leifurd hours 
in fenfual gratification, or filly amufemc-nts, fetting apart 
no time for the education of your .children in religious 
knowledge ; if they hear frOm you no earneft affecrionate 
exhortations, above ail things to love God and ferve 
him ; if they do not fee you are more concerned for 
their falvation, than for their profperity and advancement 
here, your conduct is without excufe. Ypur regard, to 
feripture, whatever you profels, wprtlilefs and hypocritic- 
al ^ your ignorance of the excellency of God, his fervice, 
and the only means of folid peace, fhameful. 

Examine, therefore, and prove your faith by your 
works. There is fcarcely a clearer proof whom you 
ferve, God or Mammon, than this, the care you take for 
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the felvsrtianof ydur children, or yodr negleft of thcit 
fouls. 

Further, It is i duty all parents owe their children td 
inure them to induftry^ to infpire them with a contempt 
and abhorrence of idlenefs, as the great corrupter of the 
human mind and inlet to every vice. The poor muft 
tlron^y infift upon their children’s giving themfclves 
diligently to work; not only as nec^ry to get theii: 
bread, but is the only means of keeping them from pil- 
fering and theft, from infamy and the gallows. lh:e 
children of the rich ftarid in no le:fe need of being excited 
to induftrious application of their time and talents. 
From their earlieft years they fiiould hear, it ii not 
wealth, a large eftate, or even nobility of birth W’hich 
can preferve them froth being truly defpicable and ma- 
lignant to mankind, unlefs they take pains to acquire what 
improve the mind, and give them ability to perforih 
the duty they owe fociety ; that without love of employ- 
ment fuited to their high ftation, they, like truant fchbbl- 
boys, muft feek men as idle" as themfelves for company 5 
ana to kill time, muft be eager in the chace after fodliffi 
amufbments, not above the fize of a little fchool-boy’s 
mind ; and eve%ftnk into all meannefs and the horrid 
wickednefs of a debauched life, to find in that fink, their 
fehief pleafure. On the contrary, by love of ftudy and 
fine writers, by being acfive and ufeful, by cultivating 
*their advantages in ftation, they will never feel time a 
burden oh their hands. They will be independent 6ii a 
thouland trifles, which agitate and vex tliehr equals. 
They iviS always be doing good, and be honorable in 
their gehelr^tion. Tliefe inftruftiens, enforced by the 
Very conduct they inculcate, will work mightily as an 
antidote to the intoxicating pride, w^hiefi wealth and 
^andeur naturally infpire. They will readily then be- 
lieve they were not born only to pleafe themfelves. Con-? 
duft, I obferve, muft enforce thefe precepts, for if the“ 
perfohs who give them, violate them too, they can have 
no efleft, becaufe children muft neceffarily believe their 
parents judge that to be the way of pleafure and happi- 
ndfs in which they fee them walk, becaufe they do fo out 
of choice j and if t^ey did not think it beft, why Ihould 
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i they choofe it ? As it will, therefore, appear cruel in par- 

! ents to correcl or reprove for tempers and praftices their 

^children learn from themfelves, fo it will be abfurd to ex- 
pecl precept or reproof Ihould profit them,^ when the per-. 
.foES from whom they come, are not under their influ- 
ence. , - ' 

After thewclfare of the foul, and the improvement of 
the mind have been duly confulted, one attention more 
\ js neceflary in parents, viz. to make provifion for their 

j .children, fufficieht, if they can, to enable them by honeft 

\ induftry, or fome liberal profelllon, to fupport them- 

felves^and beufeful mernbers of fociety. For what can 
•i be more contrary to the feelings of parental love, than 

by idienefs or extravag^ince to expofe their offspring to 
poverty, or to force them to fettle in a ftation of life 
much beneath that in w hich they were born, a caufe fre- 
quently of much vexation to them, and a bitter difap- 
pointment which few are able to bear. But with regard 
to what may properly be called a provifion, reafon not ^ 
fafhion, the word of God, not blind affedion, mmft de- 
termine. When perfons wdio w;ere ^ born to no eftate, 
amafs wealth with a defign to raife their children above 
the W'ant of any employment or profeflion, fcanty muft 
be their cfiaritics, and flrong their love of money. Yet 
fo far is opulence fram being any real benefit to children, 
that (few inftances excepted) it proves a corrupter of 
their hearts a pander to their lulls, fixing them in hab- 
'* its of vanity, extravagance, and luxury* 

, The lall duty I lhall mention, which parents ow^'e to 

theif children, is to pray to God for them ;‘for though 
■ , tlie methods of religious inllrud:ion mentioned, have a? 

natural tendency to do much good, they cannot of them- 
felves convert the heart to Go A You may take aU pains-, 
i for tliis purpofe, but ftili thofe who receive the Lord 

' ! Chrify are born riot of blood, nor of flefli, nor of 

, the will of man, but of God. Therefore you mull hum- 

‘ fcly and earneftly pray to him for fuccefs in your at- 

temps, that as the inhabitants of the w’orld are increafed 
, ; by your offspring, an addition may be made by their 

'names to the church of the living God, and the inhabit- 
ants of Fleaven. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

i 

The Duty of Children towards their Parents* 



It is the duty of children to honor their 
parents, by abftaining from every thing that may reafon- 
ably give them the leaft offence, or difquiet. Young 
people who have confcience towards God, will think his 
command. Honor thy father and mother^ w’^orthy their 
ftricleft obfervance ; and know tliat this refpecl paid to 
parents, is well-pleafing unto the Lord, and his bleiling iu 
upon dutiful childreii. On the contrarjp ^fobedience to 
parents is ftrongly marked as the juft objed of his diL 
pleafure. For after forbidding idolatry, (a crime levelled 
diredly againft his own glory) and commanding every 
Ifraelite to pronounce eyery idolater accurfed, the feif- 
willed defpiler of his parents is held forth as the next ob- 
jea of univeiial execration : he he that fetteth 

light by his father and mother ^ and all the people Jloall fay a- 
men* Deut. xxvii. And in cafe a fon grown up, did, 
after advice, and intreaty, and command, withftand the 
authority of his parents, they were ordered by the Al- 
mighty, To lay hold on htm^ and bring him out unto the elders 
of his city, ana unto the gate of his place, and they were to fay^ 
unto the elders of his city, dhiLoiar finis. Jiuhhortx, and rebel- 
lious j he will not obey our voice, he is a glutton and a. drunks 
ard. And all^ the men of his city Jhall ftons him . with, fiones,, 
that h^ die* hgjlmlt thou put evil away from among you, and' 
all Jfrael Jhall hear and fear* D;ut. xxi. What a deep 
impreflion of the guilt incurred by irreverent behavior, 
from children to their parents, muft this law, enaded by 
the moft High, make on all who ’ fear him.? For though 
it be not executed 7iow on the ftubborn refractory fon, it 
ftill remains a decifive proof of God’s deteftation of fuch 
a temper, for he changeth not. 
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A part of this reverence due from children to their 
parents, is to conceal their infirmities^ and, as far as truth 
and julHce will admit, extenuate their faults. This is 
but a fmall return for the great benefits children have re- 
ceived. And if they can join in expofihg either fheir 
indifcretions of faults, can publifh or ridicule what is the 
fhame of their parents, they adt over again the bafe part 
of the wicked Ham^ righteous Noah's ibn, which brought 
down upon him a curfe, 

It is the duty of children to requite their parents, if 
they are able, for the benefit of their education. Ingrat- 
ituae is the only fin, which never found a fingle advo- 
cate. Yet of an ingratitude^ one creature can fhew to 
another, negle£t' in children to fupport and comfort their 
parents is the blackeft : for what care and expence to 
promote the good of their offspring, do parents ever re- 
fufe ? No^^when in the courfe of providence they come 
to need, fome return of the fanie tender difpoiition ; when 
the infirmities of age, Ioffes, or afflidtions opprefs them \ 
what child, not deftitute of all humane feelings, no lefi 
than religion, but would rqoice to prove as helpful to his 
parents, now going out of the world,* as they Were to 
himfelf when he firft came into it ? This expreffion of 
gratitude is marked in fcripture, and neglect of it brand- 
ed not only as a Tenunciatibn of the gofpel (whatever ^ 
profeffions of zeal for it may be pretented) but as a 
crime, w*hich many Pagans would abhor. If any provide 
Tifft for his (nvn 'houfe (not his children^ are not the. 
perfons meant here, but his aged parents and near rela- 
tions in want) he hath denied the faiths and is worfe than, an 
inf del. I'Tim. v. > 

What proportion of his income^ a fon ought to fet a- 
partfor the lupport of his parents muff be fixed by his 
condition. Yet this rule is ever to be remembered, if 
the provifion bear no proportion to the ability of the 
perfon whp makes it, God and man will regard ijt as a 
defpicable offering. And if a fon or child can be lavilh 
in purfuit of pleafure, and live in ex'penfive fplendor - 
- whilft a fcanty fubfiftence is allowed to their parents ; 
ienfe of duty certainly is not felt. What is given, is 
ipven not from love of God, not from affedion to his 
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parents \ but to fflence remorfe, or avoid the fcand^ of 
fufiering them to depend on charity. 

The laft inftance of duty from children to their parents,' 
which I lhall mention, is obedience. Obedience without 
exception ip all cafes, to which parental authority r^ch* 
es, and all cafes are comprehended under t^at ^thority,- 
where the command given to children does not oppofe 
the revealed will of God, nor dp violence to their con- 
fcience in matters of religion. 

^d generally thofe who are negle6kcd or ddpifed by 
their offspring may thank themfelves for it ; it is- the ef- 
fect and punifliment of their own fin. They fbftered 



when they fiiould have correfted, every wicked teniper, 
in their children’s earlieft vears. 'lliev fliampftill-u 



in their children’s earlieft years, 'niey fltamefully facri- 
ficed parental authority to a froward mind, and abjeeiJy 
fubmitted to be governed by thofe, over whom they ■Were 
appointed governors, ip the order of nature, and by the 
command of God. 

Where this moft foolifli and cruel fondnefs has not 
been the caufe of undurifuhiefs’to parents, a profane ed- 
ucation, in ignorance of Chrsjtian principles, often has ; 
for, this encourages a proud independent fpirit, which as 
it feirs not God, will pay reverence to no man, nor feel 
obligation, nor bear reftraint. So that, excepting a few 
ca.iei,^hr '^ian parents, through die grace of God fuc- 
ceeding .their endeavob, reap as they have fown, and of- 
ten enjoy even before they leave the world, the fruit of 
thofe cares and pains, with which they ftudied to pro- 
mote the falvation of their chitdrep, and often die in 
pleafmg eiypeftation of meeting them in endlefs glory. 

After the relation between parents and children, that 
fubfifting between matters and fervants follows. In ei- 
ther ftation ChriJUans are furnilhed with ample direc- 
dons and cogent motives to difeharge their duty with 
comfort to them(eIyes,tQallthe family, and to the great 
honor of their holy prbfelEon. 

Servants' who receive the word of Godwillbe faithful 
to their truft 5 free from fracd and deceit themfclves, 
and careful to prevent Injury being done to th?ir matters, 
Ijy conniving at frauds which they know others praettife. 
This point has been before infifted on. Bettdes, they-^ 
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will obey their mafters without that fullen look and be- 
havior which would render their fersdces ungrateful, 
and their perfons ofFenfive ; a fure fign of a lofty Ipirit, to 
which fervitude and fubjeftion, though -ever fo reafona- 
ble, is galling. This furly humor in fervants, is feldom 
{hewn but in families where the lucre of the place, com- 
pared with that of grander families, is perhaps fmall ; or 
at leaft the fervant is hired not for fhow or luxur)" of 
life, but labor and ufefulnefs. In thefe inftances, the 
benefit of Chrijlian doctrine and faith is efpecially to be 
manifeft, for the Lord and Saviour of ChriJHms requires 
them with good will to do fepvice^ as to hitnfelf and not to 
7Jien, Ephef. vi. 7. 

It is the duty of fervants alfo patiently to bear reproof 
for their faults, and to amend ; not riling up eagerly in 
fclf-vindication, ever apt to impute all admonition to ill- 
nature or paffion in their fuperior : and if they hear re- 
proof without marks of difguft and contempt, to think 
themfelves at liberty to regard it no more than is necef- 
fary to keep their place. , But you cannot a<5t in this un- 
realonable manner, and ol»cy your Lord. You cannot 
adorn the goipel, as you are commanded, if you are 
deaf to juft reproof and hardened againft it. Nay you 
bring Ihame upon your religious profeftion ; you make it 
contemptible, and even to be drea.ded in* a family. ♦ It is 
the mark of a Chridian^ when he does well and fiifTers 
for it, to bear it patiently. You do ill and arc in fault, 
yet feel anger and reftntment, againft your mafter,. who 
has a right, and does well to reprove you. The plain 
and excellent direction given in feripture you trample, 
upon ; for that ftri<ftly requires fernfants to be cbedlcnt to 
their own mafters^ anct to pleafe them well hi all things^ net 
fwering again, 

Mafters, in their turn, who are Chrlfiians^ will behave' 
with juftice, mildnefs,and real good will to their fervants. 
Thefe tempers, eftential to the faithful in Chriji Jefus 
have been already pointed out and enforced, I ftialJ, there- 
fore, now call your attention to the duties peculiar to* 
governors of the family. In the lirft inftance, they are 
to be careful all their domeftics behave well. Magiftrates 
are chiefly in fault when the manners of the people are 
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diiTolute ; for the law invefts them with power to pun- 
ilh and control evil doers. But matters of families, 
with lefs diiHcultyj can govern their own little common- 
wealth, and prevent dilbrders there. Servants are not 
upon a level with cattle, fed and kept only for their 
work. They are fellow-creatures capable of knowing 
God equally with their matters,, and in his fight as good 
as themfelves. In this view it is their indifpenfajble duty, 
and a neceflary effect of Chrijiian benevolence, to futter 
no open violation of God’s law, to oblige their fervants 
to a regular attendance upon the worfliip of God on the 
Lord’s day, and to abttain from all profanation of it ; to 
furnifh them with books calculated to enlighten the 
mind, and bring them to the excellent knowledge of 
Chritt. And if bufinefs does not, in fact, render it im- 
pradicable, they ought to call the members of their 
houfhold to join every day in worfhipping God, the giv- 
er of the bleflings each member of the family enjoys. 

For the fame reafon it is your duty who preiide in a 
houfe, to let a Chrijiian example to all under your roof; 
conttantly to abttain from all bufinefs and diverfion on 
the Lord’s day, and by worfliipping your Maker in the 
great congregation, let your fervants fee you ad honett- 
ly from confcience towards God ; and that from rever- 
ence to his law, you neither taikloofely, fwear profanely, 
nor live in intemperance or covetoufnefs. By this ex- 
emplary condud you will check and rettrain thofe about 
your perfon, and be the means of ttirring up ignorant 
fmful creatures to repent,'and turn to God ; or if they 
obttinately perfitt in their wickednefs, you will not be. 
chargeable as acceffary to it in any degree. 

I lliall mention only one branch more of duty, which 
matters owe to their fervants, viz. encouragement and 
re\yard for good behavior. Kind expreflions, without , 
lifting up the man, quicken an ingenuous mind to great- 
er attention and diligence. They ought, therefore, fre-- 
quently to be ufed to alleviate fervitude. Further, when 
the prime of life and ttrength have been laid put in your, 
fervice ; when fidelity to your interett, and application to 
your bufinefs have always dittinguilhed your dependent, 
you fliouldj out of your affluence, make a proper provi- 
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&on fijT him in old age, dr in cafe bf fickhcfs and acci- 
dental lofe of limbg. You ihould Ihow him great com- 
paffion. Confidcr hbw much others have loll by .the 
difiionefty of thofe about them ! How much trouble, 
anxiety, and vexation they have fuffered I Whilft you 
committed, with great compolure and confidence, your 
affairs into the hands of a good and faithful fervant, and 
have received no damage. How much bf your comfort 
in this life has been owing to this material circumftance ! 
Where then is your Chrijtian love, your generofity, or 
your humanity, if you do not take pleafure in Slowing 
much kindnefs in return ? 

Having pointed out the fevcral duties bf a Chrijlian in 
ids domeftic relations, I will finifti the fubjefl with a pic- 
ture of a family in w^hich each member lives by faith ill 
Chrift Jefus^ and under the tempers* it produces. 

Confider thofe who prefide in it ; they cordially love 
and ftudy to make each other happy, whilft both with 
boundlels benevolence w'^atch Over their children, ambi— . 
tious to educate them for imihortality in the prefence of 
God. Carefully, therefore, they check every evil in its 
firft appearance, and aim to infpire them ^ with admira- 
tion of all excellency. Both with impartial afKdlion for 
their whole offspring, gladly give them ^ery innocent 
gratification, every liberty and joy, which wifdom and 
dutywill permit. Look upon the children, what af- 
fiance in the love of their parents ! What prompt obedi- 
ence to their will ! What pleafure in their company! 
Look upon the fervants, faithful to their office, and pru- 
dent in their deportment, they afe treated with f efpeeft, 
and by the Idndnefs they meet wkh, called upon to ufe 
each other well. Whilft parents, children, md fervants 
meet together day by day to magnify the name of the 
Lord, who maketh them that dwell together In one 
houic, live in peace ; whilft all are looking for\vard, in 
their degree of faith, to a houl'e not made with hands; 
eternal in the Heavens, where, without fin, and beyond 
the reach of temptation, they fhall dwell together. 

The age we live in affords us inftances of this fort ; 
and were not a dei^icable notion of Chrifianiiy-y fo com- 
monly entert^ed, as if it were a mere affent to certain 
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articles, or a fet of religious cereraonies ; were not the 
Bible character of a Chrijlian deemed by many, much too 
ilrld : ; and by more, an unattainable degree of perfection,' 
individuals, and whole families, in great numbers, would 
become altogether fubjeCt to the power and grace of Je- 
fus Chrijl, and walk in this worlds even as he ahb walk- 
ed* 
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I ■ -Suited to the Subject of the preceding Chapters. { 

■ ^ 

I ’ * ^ 

I O LORD God ‘ and Heavenly Father, 

I have mercy lipon all families, called after the name of 
I thy dear Son. Give to each meml^cr of the houfe, 

f grace to obferve and do what thou haft commanded them. 

1 Teach fervants to do their work with all fidelity ; free 
from floth and careleffhefs, from an obftinate and ful- 
ien temper. Oive them wifdom to confider their condi- 
tion, not as any difgrace or hardftiip, but as the place 
thou haft, allotted to them. Let it be their comfort to 
know, that by doing the bufinefs of their ftation to the 
Lord; and not unto men, of him they ftiall receive the re- 
ward. 

Be favorable to all heads of families. Let them not 
be high-minded, unfeeling, and unreafonable towards 
' their dependents. Convince them, no merit in them, 

• but thy dl-wife. appointment makes the fubordinatlon ; 
not that the rich or great fliould be frantic over their 
fervants, but add . abundantly to the comfort of their 
lives. O give them to abhor the meannefs of galling 
thofe who work for them, by violent paflion, or treating 
them With contempt. May they remember they alfo 
have a Mafter in Heaven, who is ho refpecler of perfons ; 
before whom both rulers arid fer^^ants muft give account 
of their behavior to each other. Infpire all who prefid^e 
in the family with mildnefs and mercy towards every one 
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under their rcof. Make it ^ pleafure to t hem to comfort 
and fupport their iFaithful fervants under their afflictions, 
and give them grace to Jteach them the fear of 
the Lord, in whole hands is- their breath, and whofe are 
all their ways. 

Teach parents to regard their children as immortal crea- 
tures entrufted to their care to be brought up for Gcd, 
When they lit down with them in the houfe, and when 
they walk by the way^ wdten they lay down, and .when 
they rife up^ may they fpeak to them 6f thy power, and 
glory, and the mightinefs oi thy kingdom. Make them 
vigilant and refoluteto check thefirll fallies of their evif 
tempers, and may they dread .nothing more than being 
accefiaries to the deftrucTion of their own offspring by 
profanenefs, orfenfuallty, or want of concern for their 
falvation. May they earneftly call upon thee, O God, to 
endue them with wifdom to train up their children in 
the way they ffiould go. Give thy blefflng to the rela- 
tion cltablifiiecl betAveen them both, that parents may re- 
joice to fee their children growing up as pleafant plants 
before thee, and children have reafon in time and eterni- 
ty to blefs God for their parents. 

Put thy fpirit into the hearts of, young people, That 
they may behave with all reverence, obedience, and love. 
Not heedlefs when inftfnclcd, not ffubborn when re- 
.proved, not ungrateful to forget how much they are 
bound to requite their parents. 

Grant, we befeech, O I.ord, that all who are united in 
the bands of holy wedlock, may live in tender regard 
and love to each other, and teach, by their owm example 
all inferior memibers of the family to difehar^e the duty 
of their ftation. 

And w^e, of this family,' now kneeling before thee, beg,: 
O God, w^e maybe forgiven ; fot Chrift’s fake, all the in- 
ftances' of irreverence, tmkindnefs, t)r paffion, by which 
wre have offended and provoked one another. O grant 
us repentance’ and*hearty for row for pur faults, and grace 
to dwTli together in unity and godly love, that wLen w^e 
ate called to appear before the judgment feat of Chrift, wc 
may not be confounded. We afk this for the fake, and 
through the intercelfion of our Lord and only Savior Je- 
fits Chnjl. Amen, 
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CHAPTER X;L, 

^ On Self-denial. 



F ALSE teachers court the favor of mert, 
by bafe compliances with their corrupt affections. The 
TRUE WITNESS demands the facrifice of them all in the 
plaineft terms : Except a man deny himfelf^ and take up his 
ct'ofs daily and follow me^ he cajinot my difciple. 

Self-denial is then beyond a doubt the duty of every 
Chrijiian, But in what inftances, how far it muff reach, 
and the peculiar motives furniflied by the gofpel to deny 
felf, are poyits of ufeful and neceffary consideration r15e* 
caufe Eutliuxiafts always place much of fclf-denial in things 
abfurd, frivolous, or equivocal. . And fuperftition has 
bound heavy burdens upon men’s fhoulders as felf-denial 
little regarding at the fame time, thofe noble and fubftan- 
tial acis in which it really conlifts. 

- Each of thefe points, therefore, fhall be difeuffed, and 
every duty to himfelf, which the Cbriftian is obliged and 
enabled to difeharge, explain<!d. Sell-denial originates in 
the corruption of our nature by the offence of Adayn. 
V/as there no innate propenffty to evil in all his offspring 
(Chrift alone excepted) we might hi deed have been warn- 
ed not to. debafe our dignity by a compliance with eftab- 
lifhed iniquity. But fappofmg we poffeffed untainted 
excellence of nature, fo far would this be from felf-denial, 
it would Ije the Iiigheft felf-gratiffcation. In this cafe, a 
total ftedfaft oppofition to corrupt manners, would be 
perfe6fly undifturbed by any thing of a contrary tenden- 
cy within. The native and only bent of the fou], would 
be to perform duty in its full extent. Thus we conceive 
it muff neceffarily be with angels, who are fent forth tql 
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minifter to the heirs of falvation, and rmifi confequently 
fee what pafTes amongft men ; for to fuppofc it is by felf- 
denial they abftain from th^)ollutions that are in the 
world, w'ould deftroy our idwof their perfeclion. 

But our prefen t condition is diredlly oppofite to that 
of Beings who never fell from God. A corrupt biafs pre- 
vails naturally in the heart of man, which inftead of ap- 
pearing deteftable to, him, as it ought, is cherifhed. And ' 
luch pleasure is found from evil indulgence, that the facri- 
fice of it, in obedience to the will of God, is compared 
by him, who knew what was in man, to the pain of cut- 
ting off a right hand, and plucking out a right eye. 
For though, in fact, our happinefs be infeparable from u- 
niform fubjedion to the divine will, yet depraved as we 
are, we often ikink them incompatable. FJence men nat- 
urally fight againft God for what they fancy arc their 
native rights, as againft a tyrant ; nor can they ever fub- 
mit to him, without firft doing violence to their own ap- 
petites. 

This being our natural ftate, the Lord Jefus Chriji af- 
fures. us, without referve, that if we ever partake of his 
great falvation, we muft not only oppofe.the wickedn.efs of 
the world, but thofe inclinations too which are inter- 
woven with our frame, properly, therefore, called our- 

Jelves. ' . - ^ ^ 

Having thus briefty remarked the origin of felf-denial, 
the important inftances in which we muft practice it, arc; 
in the next place to be confidered. 

As conftiiution makes that an eafy facrifice- to fome, 
which to others is moft painful ; and thpre are alfo 
fome cafes, w^here decerxy, reputation, and v/orldly in- 
terdt lead men in a meafure to deny themfelyes \ and 
others, where the grace of God, and power of faith muft 
operate to the denial of ourfelves, I fliall begin with the 
inftances of more eafy practice, and afeend to thofe in 
which the Chrijiiah only can perfeyere to the honor of 

God. ^ . 

Temperance then is not .to be maintained without felf- 
denial ;"^Tor though fev/ comparatively are infamous for 
'^luttony or drunkennefs, yet not to exceed the limits of 
temperance, is matter of feme difficulty to moft people* 



Chap. 



Oil Se^f-denhiL 



We are apt to approach towards excefs, tili the body he- 
CO nes a cloj to the operations of the mind, and de- 
light in iliings of a fpiritual natnfc is abated, if not dc- 
flroyed. Without hurt to our character, we may indulgent 
table, till we can rdiih nothing but what faits an indolent 
fpirit. Kow many vanquifhed by this low appetite, often 
(liiGoyer and oftener conceal their vexation, when ignor- 
ance or ncglecf in the kitchen has difappointed the full 
gratilication of their palate in the parlor ! And iibwmany 
icnfaal remarks are made in mok companies, upon what de* 
ferves no more to be the iubject of our diicourfe, -than • 
the hulks tlic fwine devour i Thefe things occurrino* fo 
frequently, prove lelf-deniai needful even at our commoi^ 
nieals. Indeed he who receives any other gratiiica^ion 
tlian health and hunger will make the common provillons 
of his table yield, is already a tranlgreifor, and has given 
way to intemperance, lie encourages, an appetite which 
M'iii lenfualinc his foul, enthral it to Helhly plcafure, and 
oF coUrfe render him averfe to iuffer in tiie leak devres 
for truth and confcience fake. And thcl-e who feed then> 
ielv^es without fear, or allov/ thernfclves to dwell on. tha 
dainties of the table, make provniion fer the llefh. • So 
fir from being temperate 3 all who run iuccefsfully? in 
the Chrijli.iiixzzz muk be, they are voluptuous ; incapa- 
ble of niaking the leak progrefs towards I leaven, 'till tnev 
obey the command : Put a hnif} io ' pjy ibou 

frf-' '1 r n /y , 

/xs we muk deny ourfdves tlic plcafure of feaftinT^ the 
pakite widi meats, no lefs carefully muk we avoid cxcek 



gcncrofity, and good nature, fulllciently atene. 



Ui jiig lor un;5 oirence Carries wini it great provonatiGn 
on many accounts. In every inkaAce, it is a Avatfbof 
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way, deftitute of the neceffariea of life. You fwallow 
down pernicious draughts iij your caroufing, which prop- 
erly applied v/ould revive the health pf thofe jjyho Ian- 
guifh in want of fuch a cordial. . ~ 

Had you a numerous offspring fettled in adiftantland, 
fome of v/hom had great a.bundaiice, whiift the reft were 
deftitute, without any fault of theirs, what manifold grief 
and indignation would you feel, to hear the former con- 
fumed their abundan<;:c in excefs, refufir>g to relieve the 
neceflities of their own brethren ? Yet this is always 
done in the fight of our common Father, when men 
wafte on the gratification of a baie appetite, what might 
have fed the hungry and cloathed .the naked. Even .al- 
lowing the intemperate drinker is rich, his conducl is 
cruel towards thole who are in want belore his eyes, or 
fo near him, that if he was not wilfully deaf or bliifd, he 
muft hear their groans, and fee their diftrefs. 

But when a man is poor, or his income only fufheient 
by frugal management to fupport his family , excellive’ 
drinking in this cafe, is a crime ftili more black ; for he 
tramples upon natural afFcction, and whiift taking his 
cups, is ftripping his children of their garments, and 
fnajtcliingdhe bread from tbej^nouths of his almoft fani- 
. ifiied family. Though his befotted companions falfly and 
ftupidly call him no one’s enemy but his own, he is 
in truth the worft of foes to his cvvm houfnold ; and tlie 
Father of us all looks down upon no one more daringly in 
rebellion againft the law of love than the drunkard, or 
more aftlicting to thofe who are, alas ! his near relations. 

Further, our reafon is an ineftimable gift from God. 
It renders us capable of receiving knowledge from his 
word and worlcs here, and of enjoying his love forever. 
.We are- happy in ourfel’sfes, and wlcful to others, juft in 
proportion as our reafon is improved *and fanctiiyed by 
divine grace. Accordingly the lofs of our reafon is uni- 
■ verfally judged to be theforeft calamity which can befall 
us. What a crime, then muft it be to fufpend wuifully 
the exercife of reafon, and become incapable of knowing 
what we either fay or do ? W^e are commanded to fet a- 
watch before our mouths, as' thofe who muft give aja ac- 
- count of every idle word we fpeak. more auda- 
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cious contempt of this command, than for a man to in- 
toxicate himfclf, till there is nothing fp foolilh, abufive^ 
filthy, or blafphemous, but he will utter it ? 

Ikfides, duty requires, that every appetite be brought 
into fubje<^ion to Chrift. What a daring violation, to ^ 
inflame your paflions by cxceflive drinking ! Yet this is* 
infeparable from intemperance. It increafes pride and 
. infpires infolence, from whence come quarrels and impla- 
cable hatred. It often feparates between deareft friends, 
hurrying them into duels, and bloody tranfports of re- 
venge upon each other. Lull alfb it excites to the utmoft, 
degree* 

So provoking an abufc of plenty, fo fiiameiul a vio- 
lence committed upon our reafon, fo daring an ad of re- 
bellion againft the government of God, mull certainly ex- 
clude all who die under the guilt of it, from his favor. 
The feripture abounds with denunciations of punifhment 
to be inflided on drunkards, and on aU who inflame 
themfelves with wine. I lhall produce but one, it is ful- 
ly decifive, and enough to make their blood run cold, a- 
gainft'whom it is pointed. 

But if that evil fervant fnall fay in his heart. My Lord de- 
layeth his coming : and JJjall begin to finite bis felloivfervantSy 
and eat and drink with the drunken, the Lord of that fervant 
fhall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an 
hour that he is not aware of, and Jhall cut him afunder, and 
appoint him his portion with the hypocrites ; there Jhall he 
weeping and gnajhing of teeth. Mat. xxiv. 48 . 

Not only the prefent evils, therefore, which intemper- 
; ance draws after it, but the final doom of this fhameful, 
fin, are revealed in feripture to alarm our fears, and give 
us full proof of their mifery, wfro areenflaved by love of 
wine. 

So that either we mufl utterly fubdue it, or give up 
Heaven and God. But as the thought of lofing hts fa- 
vor is worfe than death to every real Chriftian, it follows 
I that however he may naturally incline to excefs in drink- 
ing, or company tempt to it, or worldly advantage allure, 

, . ^!s a secommendation to the intemperate, he will perf^- 

' ' vere in a courfe of fo^rkty, and whether Ife eats or drinks, 

take cars by no means to difpleafe his God. 
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On ihc Sin cf Lc’wdnefs* 



SUNDAY XU. 

OCCOOCOOOOOOCOO 

* ■ CHAPTER XLL, 

On the sin of Lewbness. 



Every Chriftian muft deny the ii*i*egu- 
lar grallhcritlon of his love for woman, to which deprav- 
ed nature violently impels ; bccaufe tliis pafiicn, though 
necefl'ary for the propagation of mankind, and ufeful in 
wedlock to fevcral e:tcelknt ends, yet, unlefs reftrained 
and governed by the law of God, it proves one of' the 
vileft feducers, and a fource of evils extenfive and beyond 
number. What time, parts, and infiuenee arc proftituted 
through the impulfe of luft to inveigle and debauch the 
innocent! Mcv. of liberal education and fneft fenfc wi'd 
l)e guilty of what fliocks every mind infiuenced by the 
fear of God, or compaflion for theif fellow-ereatures ; 
guilty of laying in wait to gain advantage in an unwary 
moment, by vile deceit, over a hccdlefs vir^n ; of bring- 
ing her to indelible fhame, and loading her parents alio 
with liopelefs grief I guilty of offering to the ruined ob- 
ject of their luft, an injury, which if , done to a lifter ct 
daughter of their own, they would inftantly revenge 
with the point of the fword. inftigated by their luft 
they will open the way to adulterous commerce, and all 
its train of mifehiefs, by feducing unmarried women 
who too fcldom prove chafte in wedlock, when they have 
been debauched before. Thev will be ^uiltv of contrib- 

* o 

utirg to fill the world with whores, at once its ftn and 
fcourge ; creatures abandoned to every deteftable temper 
and practice ; cruel, remorfelefs, corrupters of youth ; ■ 
plunging them into defperate couries, till they are cut off 
1>% the hand ofjufticc. 
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Thefe confeqtiences, in a lefs or greater degree^ arcTuire 
to follow the unlawful indulgence of our natural appe- 
tite for women. Yet thefe make only a fmall part of 
the cvilS'Whichflow from fornication. No pen can de- 
fcribe fully what the foul fuffers by it. When ifehfe of 
duty or modefty remain, the firft commiffion of this fin 
is puniflied upon the fpot with the horrot of a guilty 
mind;* By frequent repetition, all fenfe of religion is ex- 
tinguiflied, and all intercourfe with God ceafes. The 
company of men hardened in the pra<Tice of lewdhefs ii 
foiight after as a refuge; till -the fecret offender again!!:' 
chaftity contracts a brow of brafs, and becomes firff' an 
abje6t flave to Inft, and then an infamous pleader in its 
defence ; his confcience is feared, the captive hugs hii 
chains, and" glories in his fliame. , 

Add to this catalogue of dreadful evils, the bloody 
ijuarrels amqngft the lewd, and the mutders which they 
are led to commit ; miirdef of children yet unborn, load- 
ing the mind with giiilt, and imbitterihg life beyond con- 
ception ; murder often of the new-born babe, which the 
law avenges by the infamous death of its fanguinary par- 
ent. 

Inftead^ therefore, df faying (as libertines impudently 
^eak) where is the harm of taMng a little pleafure out 
of the way, you will perceive, that thieves and robbersi 
are harrnlefs and honorable too, compared with xMtlewdy 
bi^caufe injuries from thefe open foes. Have very foon an 
end, in moft inftances are borne with eale, and may be 
redreffed, never ftfikirig at our immortal intereft^ Buf 
the feduccr of a female deftroys her reputation, tears her 
away frorh her family and friends; bhnilhes her from the 
fociety of virtuous women, entangles her iii the blooin 
of her years iii the fnare, which' will fooh drag her down 
from hcr^ life of pleafure to a condition below’ brutality^ 
the condition df a proftitute. So that the very mentioit 
or^ even remembrance of her name fiiall afrefli excite" 
grief in Her family and relations, grief unaffuaged by the 
leaft ray of hope iri her death, or after-ftate.‘ 

Upon this fair reprefentation of the cafe, alk now any 
young Woman, in the ufe of her reafon, into whofc* 
hands file had better fall, into thbfc of the lewd; tfid difiL 
I i ^ 
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lioncft, or tjie robber ? Into their hands, Ihe would fay^ 
who will only take my property, and fill me with mq- 
mentary terrors ; not into the libertine’s, who will 
plunge me into infamy, lingering \^Tetchedne{s, abandon- 
ed vice, and eternal mifeiy . Such pefls to fociety are jnen 
of gallantry and pleafirre 1 How aftonifliing, that ruin of 
virgins, diihonor of families, heart-breaking injuries done 
to worthy aged parents, with a variety of crimes, the 
certain effects of uncontrcled luff, ihould be lightly 
■paffed over as nothing vile, under the magic name of 
love and gallantry ? When will a public fpirit and .gener- 
ous concern to prevent fuch heavy woes, excite men to 
brand every word fpoken in favor of lew'dnefs, as they 
do what is fpoken to leffen our abhorrence of perjury 
and affaflination r When will men have underftanding to 
perceive, that the natural appetite for women, under the 
law of God, is lilce a river in its channel, a perpetual blelfi. 
iiig ; but burfting that facred bank, becomes a wafting 
flood ; and that he never more tenderly confulted the- 
good of his rational creatures, than in abfolutely forbid- 
ding every degree of lewdnefs. 

Though there be little reafon to hope this public fpirit 
will take place, the feripture prefents every young man 
with the rife, progrefs, and fatal end of fornication, con- 
traliiiig them with the various allurements which lead 
lis into that fin. There the lips of the harlot are painted 
dropping fweets as the honey-comb, and her mouth 
fmoother than oil, but inftantly, to quench the rifing of 
an impure defire, her end^ we are taught of God, is bitter 
as worm-woody and Jharp as a two-edgvdfword^ Prov. v. 3, 4. 
The ftmple young man flie mvites to take his fill of love 
till the morning ; but the treacherous offer is immediate- 
ly laid bare, and under the thin veil of momentary joy, 
is difeovered an upbraiding confcience, pouring out that 
fad confeflion. How have 1 hated inftrudUon^ arid niy heart 
defpifed reproof ! 

Further, left brutifh love of pleafufe fhould tempt 
young men to fancy, they may cafily retreat after yie0- 
ing a little to liift, or that fimple fornication is not a fin 
of high provocation, God has emphatically expofed both 
thefe falfe coijclufions. He (the lewd ^young man) goetb 




Chap. 41.] On the Sm of LewdneJ}. 2^9 

after herjlralghtway^ as an ox goeth to the Jlaughier^ or as a 
fool to the cgrredion of the flocks (utterly ftupid and incor- 
rigible,) till a dart Jiriketh through his liver ; as a bird hajh 
eth to the friare^ and knoweth not that it is for his life. Prov. 
yii. Why wilt thou esnbrace the bofom of a fir anger / for the 
ways of a man are before the eyes of the Lord^ and he ponder- 
eth all his doings. His own iniquities fhall take the wicked 
himfelfajid he Jh all be holdenwith the cords (f his fins ^ he 
fhall die without infrufUon^ and in the greatnefs of his folly he 
fhall go afray. Prov. v. 20. 

To finifh the teftimony publiflied in the Old Tefla- 
ijaent, againft this fin, take notice that the whore and 
fodomite are condemned in the fame fentence j to teach 
ais, I apprehend, to wliat horrid lengths in wickednefs, 
Jewdnefs will lead, therefore both ought to be detefted. 
There fhall be no whore of the daughters of Ifraef nor fodonu 
fte of the fons of IfraeL Deut, xxii. 21. 

This ought to filence the ignorance of foolifli men, 
\yho wax confident in defence of fornication, from a no- 
tion that it is condemnded only in two or three pafiages 
in the New Tef ament. 

Were it fo, this would be fuiiicient ; for 2 if^le decla- 
ration from God of his will, claims from us no leis re- 
gard and obedience, than if it was often repeated. But 
inftead of a pafiage or two only in the New Teftament, 
which abfolutely condemn fornication, no hn can be 
named (contempt of Chrift crucified excepted) which is 
mentioned fo often, or more ftrongly marked as the ob- 
jecl of God’s wrath. Our almighty Judge not only 
ranks it Vvfith crimes of the deepeft dye, Mat. xv. 19, 
Mark vii. 21. but his great apofde fcarcely whites an epif- 
tie without feme alarming prohibition againft it. In 
one place, he beautifully oppofss the benevolent gratifica- 
tion of our natural appetite in a lawful way, to their tccr 
rlble condition who live in lewd commerce with wo- 
men : Marriage is honorable hi alf and the bed undefled ; 
hut whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. Heb. xiii. 
In another, he not only affirms, that adultery, fornica- 
tion, lafeivioufnefs, and uncleannefs, are the works of the 
flefli, of our corrupt nature, but with remarkable vehe-r 
mence he preffes us to lay it to heart as a certain truths 
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that thefe things abfolntely exclude men jftom Heav^ : 
Of the which 1 fell you before^ as I have alfo told you in time 
fajt^ that they which dofuch things Jhdll not inherit th^ hing^ 
'"dom of God. Gal. v. 21. 

In his judgment, lewdnefs ought to haye no exiftencc 
within the pale of the Chriftian church. Fornication and 
all uncleannefs^ let it not be mce mentioned amongji you^ as be- 
cometh faints. For this ye knoWy that no whoremonger ^ nor 
unclean perfony hath any inheritance in ife kingdom of Chrtji.^ 
and of God. Ephef. v. ' And left the plaufible pleadings 
.for luft, (in which libertines of fine "parts are fo expert') 
Ihould feduce any weak believer to f^cy lewdnefs may 
be pradifed with impunity, this awful caution is given : 
Fet no man deceive you with ' vain zvords ; for becaufe: of thefe 
things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of df obedi- 
ence. Be not ye^ therefore^ partakers with them* Ephef. y. 
The fame dodrine is ftrongly enforced on the Chriftians 
at Thejfalonica : This is the will of God, even your fan^if ca- 
tion that you fhould ab^ain from fornication, that every one of 
you Jbould know how to poffefs his vejfel in fan^if cation and 
honor, not in the luft of concupifcence as the Gentiles, which 
.know not God / for God hath not called us to uncleannefs, but 
unto holitt^fs. He, therefore, that defpifetb (what is laid of 
the fin and danger of lewdnefs, and the duty of chaftity) 
defpifeth not man but God. 

In his epiftle to the Chri/iians at Corinth, a city infam- 
ous to a prdVerb for Jewdnefs, he ihfpires the believets 
in Ghrift wdth a horror of that fin, by teaching them it i^ 
a dreadful profanation, and the wprft kind of facrilege to 
turn a temple confecrated to God (and fuch the ChriJi 'iaTi 
is) into an habitation for the fpiritof uncleannefs. Know 
ye not that your bodies are the members of Chriji? Shall ' I 
then take the members of ChriJl, and make them the members 
of a harlot / God forbid. What know ye not that your body 
is the temple of the Holy Ghoji^ which is in you, which ye have 
of God, and ye are not your own ? 1 Cor. vi. Te are the 
temple of the living God ; whofo defileth the temple of God, 
him will God dejiroy. A fentence twice confirmed by St. 
John in the book of Revelations ; for whoremongers hp. 
declares are Ihut out of the gates of the heavenly city. 
3Kii. Whoremongers haye their part afilgned 
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them in the feke which burneth with fire and brimfton^ 
which is the fecond death. Rev. xxi. 

Sum up now what has been advanced in proof of the 
evil and fiiifulnefs of lewdnefs, and you mufi: be convinc- 
ed how much it is the duty of every Chrijlian as he loves 
God, reverences his word, and values his own faivatiojp, 
to deny Mmfelf in every propenfity he may feel to in- 
dulge unlawfully his natural appetite for woinen, and to 
flee from fornication, as he would ^om the face of afer- 
pent. * 

Know', therefore, that you mufi: come to thl^ deter- 
mination, either to trample upon 'the Chrijiian revela- 
tion, and renounce every hope built upon it of finding 
mercy from God ; or to mortify your members, which 
are upon earth, fornication, uncleannefs ; at all times af- 
fured, that this fin alone (fuppofing it could pofubly con- 
fifi: with -the obfervance of Chrijiian duty in other ref* 
pedis) will drown the foul in perdition. This full per- 
fuafion of the fin of fornication is abfolutely neceffary to 
fecure young men on their entrance into the world from 
what is generally the/irfi; inftance of premeditated rebell- 
ion againfi: God, and the firft means of riveting on the 
finner, that chain which drags down it» thoufands to tha^ 
prifon of hell. 

Further, whenever any end is propofed, or duty en- 
joined, the means necefiary to attain the one, or porform 
the ot her, arc tacitly included in the general precept ; 
and whatever renders the pradice of duty fo veiy' preca- 
rious, is allb virtually forbidden where it can be avoid- 
ed. From this felf evident truth, every ChriJ}.ian muft 
carry his feif-denial much beyond a mere abfiinence 
from the grcis ads of fornication and uncleannefs. We 

* It is riccelf.iry that all* young perlons in a ficgie ftate fliould deeply pon- 
der, the fe arguments; becaufe lewdnefs has a party in it* ftvor from ouc 
conlUtution. Numerous, and loud, and daring arc thofe who plead for Jewd- 
fieffi. Tofuch a fhockinjf height is \.his attempt carried, that chaftity is gen- 
eraily regarded as imprafticable^ except in females, who without the reputa. 
t’on of it would never received into fanailies of falhion. By th»s means, 

felf-dinial againft the impulfes of luft is accounted a grievous talk, and the 
• B'-ble which enjoins it, an odious book. Thus men's paffions are warmly 
engaged to fight againft God, whofc word fo loudly proclaimi the evil of 
their darung luft. 
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may abftain thus from prudence and felf-confideration^, 
without any love of purity. A 'Chrijiian muft refolute- 
ly Ihun all incitements to unchalle dehres ; imitating the 
example oi Job^ who would not fo much as fuffer his eyes 
to -fixon any obje<^that might prove a fnare. Our Lord 
confirms the wHdom and enjoins the necefiity of this vig- 
ilance, by branding as the adultery of the heart, the 
looking upon a woman to lull; after her. The temper of 
our heart ftamps our charader. No one, therefore, is 
chafte who cherifhes unclean thoughts, or can fuffer a 
wanton idea to reft upon his mind, or a found exciting 
it to play on his ear ; for a renewed mind endued with 
filial fear of God, and knowledge of fin has, at leaft, as 
much delicacy refpe^ling what is bafe and filthy, as fine 
breeding infpires refpe<fting polite behavior. A gentle- 
man is not only free from the coarfe manners of a clown, 
but from every thing approaching to fuch rudenefs ; and 
a true Chrijiian^ fired with love to God, and ambition to 
.walk worthy of his kingdom and glory, will cultivate 
purity of heart with all care, and avoid as infe(ftious, 
every perfon, jeft^ or obje<ft favoring oflafcivioufnefs. 

Here then a noble province opens for Chrijiian felf-de- 
nial ! Here the ipirltual \varfare, of the whole church of 
Chrift in condemning and voppefing every faftiionable 
way intended by the world to gratify” . lewd defires, is 
moft confpicuous. 0£ thiy kind, arc wwnton glances of 
the eye, that index to what paffes within ; the melody 
of amorous fongs, the double entendre, mixed dancings, 
love novels, and above all, ftage plays. For in this amuie- 
ment, which (in defiance of common fenfe and experi- 
ence, no lefs than our Chrijiian faith) the world will 
maintain is innocent ; in this amufement, whatever can' 
corrupt the mind is fet off to the greateft advantage. 
Every lewd allufion receives ftrong emphafis from the 
a<ftor’s air and voice, w^hilft the greater part of the audi- 
ence exprefs aloud the filthy joy it gives them. And if 
a piece untainted with an obfcene<tindure^ fliould gain 
admittance on the ftage, the houfe muft ftill have their 
prurient humor gratified in the epilogue or farce, by 





Cha^. 42.]j the Love of Momf f fej 

have little flioukj ^adly give of that little, that there may 
be rio wanr amongft his creatures. In thefe feveral 
views, the contrariety which the love of money bears to 
the temper of a ChriJHan, refpeding God or man, is glar« 
ing ; and the duty, therefore, of felf-denial in fubduing 
every propenfity to it, in^putable. ; ^ 

^ To enforce the pradice of this felf-denial, it is nece&« 
ry to explain the nature of that cbvctoufnels, fo much 
condemned in God’s word. It is not of the fcandalom 
iflnd % it may rule the heart of a man efteemed ven exm 



cellent in the world. The covetous, whom the Lord ab** 
hors, 3t. are the very perfons of whom the wicked 
fpeak'weU.' ; But no one fpeaks well of thofe whofe love 
of money makes them fraudulent or miferably penurious. 
The fame idea of covetoufnefs is given iis by our Lord 
and Judge in that fdlemn caution. Take heed arid beware 
bf coi)etoufnefe ; which evidently, in this csde, can mean 
no more than a perfuafion , that the comfort of life con- 
fifts in poffeffing abundance, and for that reafon defiring 
to be rich. This was the covetoufhels our Lord condemn- 
ed. To give greater weight to his caution, he reprefents 
the love of money working in the heart, by an inftance 
which paffes every day before our eyes. A man grows 
rich, not through extortion of fraud,, but induftfy and 
Odll in his trade ; he is deKghted with his fuccels, and 
profpe(5l: of being tnafter of ah independent fortune in a 
few years ; mean while he is determined to be frugal, 
till he leaves bufincls, fully to enjoy the fwcets of cafe and 
afflucnc^^ xiL 19. , , 

What is there, it may be laid, to Wame in this inan^s 
bohdu6t of. fentiments ? Are they not general, and ap^ 
plauded \n every ftation ? Yet our Lord fets this very 
fnan before our eyes, as an inftance of one ingroffed by 
covetous defires ; this man he reprefents, as fummoned 
to appear a criminal at the bar of his defpifed Maker. 
Lo this is the man, whom qur Lord expofes as a mifera- 
ble wretch in the midft erf all his golden hopes, warning 
us a^nft the deteftabfeToUy of lovihg money. fuch 
a fod sUid fuch a finner as this,« he that layetb up treafurk 
for himfelf (every worldly-minded man, who fe^ w^th 
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ssthc foundation of comfort) and is not rich towards Cod 
in faiths hope^ and love. 

St. Pauly writing under influence of the Holy GhoftV 
teaches lis ho lefe forcibly that the deiire of riches, is av- 
arice. Lei your converfatiori be without covetoufnefsy and be 
content with fuch things as ye have ; for he hath faidy I wiH 
iteifer leave thee y nor forfake thee. Lich. ' 

On the contrary, he declares defilement of mind and 
eternal ruin are the certam eonfequences of Icying mo- 
ney. They that will (i.^ e.- have a will) to be rkhy fall into 
iempiafion and a fnatCy and into many foolijh and hurtful lufts. 
which drown men in deJlruSlion and perdition^ For the love 
ef money is the root of all evily which while feme coveted after y: 
they have erred from tf>e faithy and pierced thenif elves through 
with many forrows^ 1 Tim. vk 

Now though it may be deemed hO arduous talk to 
keep free from fordid avarice, and accumulation of 
wealth by fcandalousi methods, yet to vanquifli the love 
of money, and deny every propenfity to it, muft be con- 
fefled' a heroic inftance of felf denial. For when men cni 
gage in bulinefs, c>r enter on a profeffion, how ftrong arc 
their fears of failing, and their defire of fuccefs iWhatisthe 
Gcmflant language of the world ? They call riches a blelT- 
ing, a reward. They pay refpe^ to men nearly in cxa£l 
proportion to the abundance they poflefe. In thefe cir- 
cumftances, nothing can be more difficult than to refift 
and conquer the love of money. After ufing diligently, 
as wc are commanded, induftry and (kill in our ftation, 
cheerfully to leave it in the hands of God, to’ what de- 
’ gree we lhall grow rich, and whether ever at all ; reft- 
ing aflured that if we dwell in the land, and do good by 
‘kChriJiianVik.y our condition upon the whole ftiall certain- 
ly be the very bell: for us, this is felf-denial in a high de- 
gree. ' 

Nothing can be more contrary to our nature, than to^ 
aft from fueh noble fentiments as thefe, whilft live in 
the temple of MammeUy as the world may juftly be called, 
where Icholars and philofophers, priefts and people, high 
and low, all pay their adoration to this idol. To live iti 
•luch» a world, free from the love of money, is a deliver- 
ance and vidory peculiar to the real members of Chrift’s 
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church. Who is hie that wercometh the worlds hut he that 
■ he keveth that Jefus is the Chri/i ? 

If It fliouM be faid j this way of thinking and afting 
leems to imply that it 4s wrong for a Chriflian to gain 
wealth. I anfwer, the word of Godoaly. condemns thede-. 
fire of riches^as defiling andfinful. But if whilft your heart 
|s whole with him, he is pkafed to make profper what- 
ever you do, your wealth is plainly his gift, as much as i£ 
it came to you by legacy or inheritance. It is the act of 
God to call you up to a higher ftation, who was content 
in your own,andto ii?truft you with mor,e talents to irou 
pro\e for his gle^ry. The difference between gaining 
wealth put in this manner into your hands, and defiring % 
grow richy is the fame, as between a wortWefs, ambitious 
intruder into.a public poll, feeking notliing but his own 
bafe intereft, and a man fought out from knowledge of 
his excellency, and invefied witb the fame office to feFvc 
the common weal. T^fe who fee no material, no necefi 
fary diftinfHon in the Wo caf^, are already blinded by. 
the love of money. 

Nor let any deem it ufdefs or fevere,fo ftri(fBy to de- 
ny every propensity in the heart to this fin. Ufelefs it is 
gnot, becaufe we are never fecure from the dominion of 
pur paffipns, but by guarding againft th^ firft plaufib}^ 
jpleas for their gaining an afcendency over us. Were we 
jo allow the defire of being richer than the providence 
of God, unfolicited, fees fit* to make us, what a fu^icioji 
muft we have of his love for us ! How foon be infenfibly 
|ed into ftronger defires to be rich, till every feheme tp 
gratify ‘that defirc, not infamous, would be greedily 
embraced, and the love of the world enthroned in our 
hearts ! 

Whereas our heavenly Father, by commanding us to 
reft with full affiance op his proyidentlal goodnefs, in 
.jthe diligent difeharge of our bnfinp^, fhuts np every pafe 
by which covetoufnefs would approa^ to enflave ns ; 
^nd by a refolute refufal of dl correfpondence with the 
enemy, we are guarded againft his treachery", no lefs than’ 
his violence. Neither is the felf-denial, which extends to 
fppprefs even a fingle wifh of having more tlian is fufli- 
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dent for the prefent, irkfome ; becaiufe our corrupt na- 
ture works moll to our trouble and vexation, ^hen we 
arc but juft within the limits of what is lawful. The 
liberty and pleafure of the foul enlarge in proportion as 
it moves out of the neighborhood or fin, when inftead 
of regarding its paths, as paths of pleaiantnefs, cpuld they 
be recondkd with duty, wc fly from them as pcftilent, 
^d are weary even of the fainteft fuggeftions of evil. ' 
Add to this, fo far is defirc of riches from giving en- 
joyment of them, that it very foon fills the mind with 
anxiety. So far from augmenting their comfort, who 
cherifli fuch a defire, that it turns every lols into a griev- 
ance, and creates vexation on a tliouland occalions, with- 
out caulie or end. ’ Whilft all the difeafes of trade, falfe 
weights and meafures, extortion and Roguery, fo loudly 
complained of and fo heavily felt, are only front- hatch- 
ing this cockatrice egg, love of money ; and tiH that is 
cruflied, men wfll d^raud, and injure,, and opj^efe, and 
devour one another.. ‘ . 



SUNDAY XLIIL 



00000009 



C' H AFTER xum 

On Love of Praise. 



Corrupt felf mull be denied in feek- 

ing the praife of men. Unlels fomething nobler than 
earth can give, be the grand object of piirfuit, praife de- 
lights the mind, as founds exquilitely melodious do a 
mufical ear. The Heathens^ with one conlent, avowed 
this was the fpring ef all that gives luftre to their names ; 
and the Pharifees did all their works to be feen of men. 
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Our nature the very fame as theirs, pains us whenever 
we meet with difrefpeft. How keenly do cxprellions of 
reproach pierce, and hfew much provoke us ! Thevifible 
pleafure alfo with which weliften to our own praife, is 
moft evident, inciting flatterers to pra61:ice upon us^ by 
their defigning arts. This ftrong innate love of prailc 
and honor from men, a ChriJ^ian vmk deny, it muft 
not be the motive of his condu<ft, or the end at which 

aims, becaufe ’whilft this principle fways his mind, the 
judgment of the world, not the infallible dedfions of 
feripture, will be the rule of his life. In every cafe he 
will coj^der not what duty, or the plain command of 
God requires, but what will be for his reputation. What 
will the world thmk of me ? will prove an alarm to his 
fear, fatal to every intention of living as a ChriJHan muft; 
the fear of appearing an enthufiaft by abftaining from 
falhionableidces, from criminal wafte of time, aad from 
proftinenefs. This will reconcile him in time to things 
inoft oppofit;e to his duty. SiM:h a one may indeed have 
fome knowledge of the truth, but felf-love will compel 
him to hold it in unrighteoufnefs : ^nd he will be more 
guilty than thofe who are utterly ignorant of their dtity, 
by ftifling his convictions, in order to enjoy the favor of 
‘ imen. 

Further, this love of praife will not only lead you inev- 
. kably into evil compliances, btit utterly tami all in you 
^ which has the appearance, of .being good. As Bafe, de- 
ligning courtiers know no ^ otli^r ftandard to meafuro 
their condud, but their prince’s pleafure ; fo will you re- 
fufe to avQW the belief of any dodrine, or the necellity 
of any pradice, which are not . in good repute with" the 
world, even though you.know both to be ftrongly en- 
forced in ^pd’s word, as thetruth, and only way of fal- 
vatioru " 

The love of praife from men, thus oppofing our obedi- 
ence to the will of our Maker, we muft deny its pleafing 
but treacherous infinuations. For as that word teaches 
nothing but what is neceflary and infinitely beneficial too, 
we muft in all things conform to it. « Ourfingle aim and 
conftant ambition, muft be to walk before God to all 
well-pleafing,regardlefs, whilft wea(ft thus confeientioufly. 
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whether men approve or condemn our principles'Or con- 
du^:. If, in the difcharge of our duty, and bold confef. 
fion of the the faith of Chrift, we meet with praife, as 
certainly we fhall from all who love God, we may take 
encouragement from thence, and b,e thankful to him for 
his grace. If, on the contrary, abufe and contempt arc 
poured on us, we muft unmoved perfeyere to offend 
thofe whofe diftempexed minds cannot bear fidelity to - 
God. Whatever relu^ance we may feel within, we muff 
be proof againft all the leverc methods ufed to make love 
jof charafter work upon us to fuppfefc or damp opr zeal 
for the truth, and the manner of life it obliges us to lead. 
A noble fpecies of felf-denial, in which Chrisms , . diftin- 
guifh themlelves. For though the love of praife be nat- 
urally no lefs Iweet to them, than to others, yet they 
have motives fiifficient to w’ean them from feeldng it. 
fefm Chrift^ the objed of their hope, love, and delight, 
isprefentto their mind. They fee hipi not only defpi^ 
fed, but outraged, giving his bad^ to the frnkers, and his 
cheeks to them that plucked off the hair^ Frequent 
templation of this affeding objecl, dii^fes the mind to 
bear contempt from the fame fori of men, who fpit upon 
our Lord. Befides this Weighty reafon'not to cpvet the 
praife of men, who love only, what is a^eeable to ^cir 
own falfe maxims and purfuits, Chriftians are taught to 
exped contempt on account of their attachment to Chrift, 
and ekhorted neither to; be furprife4 or dilcOuraged 
at it. - 

When all the profelfing people of God ufed the fame 
jnrto’de of worftxip, and nq oppofition was made on acr 
count of any fuppofed innovation in rdi^on, enmity 
. w’as exprdffed with great refentmept againft a truly ex- 
ceUentlife. The wicked feeth tJ^ righteous, and g7iajheih 
upon him, with his teeth. The wicked have drawn, out the 
/word, and bent the how to flay Juch as^ be ~ of upright convert 
fatten, Pf. xxxvii. "When the publication of the gofpel 
is foretold, the Almighty exliorts all who ftiould be dif- 
pofed to obey it, not to fuffer love of praife, or fear 
of (hame to make them renounce or diffemble their faith, 
Hearken unto me, ye that kn$w righteoufnefs, the people in 
. nsdiofe heart is my Jaw, fear fe not the reproach of men, neither 
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be^ ye afraid^ of their revilings. Ifa. IL 7. When Jefui 
himfeff delineates the graces which adorn and diftinguilli 
his faithful followers, n)i%» humility, meekneis, love of 
righteoufnels, purity, and mercy, he immediately addsy 
Blejfed are ye\ when menjhall revile you^ and perfecute you for 
righteoufnefs fake. For he knew the charader, though a 
beauteous refemblance of his own, would upbraid men 
of partial fuperficial virtue, and gall thoie of a corrupt 
life. 

Thefe inffntdions ftrongly aid a fenfe of our duty to 
feck only the honor that cometh from God ; and arc 
of great efficacy to coed the heart which w^ould otherwife 
burn for reputatioii,* Qhryiians are thus ftudying- 

Only to be approved of God, their finglenefs of intention, 
a^ccording to thaf gracious promife,' is rewarded with the 
light of truth, love, and holinefe, in which they enjoy 
more thait a retompence for the Ipfs of human praife, or 
the contempt poured^ on their underftanding, choice, and 
conduct 

Further, felf muft be denied in our' enjoyment of law- 
ful comforts; Intemperance, lewdnels, covetoufnefs, and 
vain-Jglory, are in every degree defiling and finfiil. No- 
thing can be urged in their defence by thofe who believe 
the Bible reafon juftly^ Buf after theie corruptions 
•of heart are-conquered, there remains much exercife for 
felf-denial., Our hearts muft be difengaged from tempo- 
ral bleffitigs, which have no intrinfic worth, that we 
may receive the benefit they were intended to giye, with- 
out putting our peace in their power* And confidering 
how very uncertain all outward comforts arc, and how ^ 
impoffible it is to fecure the enjoyment of them, pur in- ' 
tereft, no left than duty, requires that we ihould fit loofe 
to them. 

Amongft thefe lawftd comforts, in which felf muft be 
denied, our deareft relations are included : for though . 
much love is due to them, and a great tendernefe of af- 
fection, from whence much pleafure fprings, ftill Go4 a- 
lonc muft pofleft our chief lover But without a jealous 
watch, when our affeCtion is tender as it ought to be, it 
will foon intrench upon what we owe to him, and ren- 
der us lukewarna.' Exceffive love for a hi^and, wife. 
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or child, wili prove as fatal to the foul, alid as inj[unous 
to God, as exceffive love of money, wine, or v^pttiouf- 
Lfs. It will enflave us to an idol, which we fhall ftudi- 
oufly feek to pleafe, and, be fearful to offen^d above all 
thih^. Our happinefs will, center, in this (hort-lived 
precarious idol, and its rempyal prove a ftroke too heavy | 
' to bear with Chrift^an fubmiffi^. The danger of this 
Inordinate affeaion with refpeS: to nobler objeas than 
the covetous, afpiring, or lewd purfue. Is expfefsly uaen- 
tioned in fcripture, and felf-dcnkl m this iitft^nce enjoin- 
cd. €07116 to 7716^ citid hdti Tiot his father , dtkd tno- 

* iher^ and wife ^ and children^ (as much, renounce all fond- 
hfefsfor them which wouldliinder faitKfulnefs in myfer- 
vice, and fupreme love to my perfon, as if he hated them) 
be canndt be 7iiy difelfle^ bis heart cannot Jbe ^hoU with mCi 

Luke. xiv. , , i 

St. Paid inculcates the fame degree 6 f felf-denial rc- 

i^eaing our deareft earthly comforts, founding his d 6 c- 
trine on an everlafting reafon. Brethre^, the tjm is fhorty 
it remaineth that both they that have wives ^e as though jhey 
had none : and they that weep (for ^ the lofs of them?) as 
though they wept not ; aTfid th^ that rejoice ^.asJhou^ they re- 
joieednot ; and they that buyl as though they pojfejfed not^ and 
they that ufe this worlds as hot abuftHg it : for the fajhion of 
Ms world paffeth away ^X Cof: vii.fliortdiv^ as wx are our- 
felves, our beft earthly comforts are often ftill fcorter in 
their duration: Wherefo're we aaonly according to the 
truth of our condition in obeying God , by moderating 
out* ^eaions towards all that is upon the earth. By this 
means we lhall receive the .coihfort, (hey are able to give, 
and ftill enjoy life in a feparation from them when that 
takes place. The unchangeable ^-fufficient God will be 
our treafure, and the failure 6 f the ciftetns which too mar 
ny hew out for themfelves, will enhance the more to us 
the fountain of Vimng waters. To compreh^d with a 
moreKvely impreflion, the excellent advantage of being 
thus difengaged from inordinate affedion towards objefe 
very dear to us, look upon the fond mother, ftupid and 
dumb with grief, refufihg, like Rachel, to be comforted, 
becaufe her child is gone ; and harbbring hard thoughts 
of the adorable Co<L who gives and takes away as he 
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pleafes. Turn to other ofeje<5i:s. Obferve the fettled 
melancholy which oppreffes.them. They have loft by a 
fudden ftfoke, the hulband or wife of their youth, in 
whoixi they promifed themfelves years of joy. They fee 
their happihefs ftiivered all in pieces, and by the inter- 
ment of the idol oh which they doated, the whole crea- 
tion is become to them a defert — ^The comforts others en- 
joy in the married ftate aggravate their anguilh-. and all 
their refuge is in the gloomy thought, that death wiU 
foon deliver them. 

Thefe afiliding fcehes, which fo often prefent them- 
felves, prove no ad of duty can be more reafonable or 
neceffary than that of refifting and fupprefling all inordi- 
nate love towards our deaf relations. Who can fay they 
fliall not be torn from us in a moment ? And then if we 
have delighted biirfelves in them beyond meafure, . they 
will furely pierce us through with many pangs for their 
lofs ; pangs which will not only cut us off from heaven- 
ly cdniblations, but fill us with murmurings againft God, 
b ringing upon us his heavy difpleafure.' \ 
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CHAPTER XLIV, 



On Evil Shame 



, ' SELE muft be denied in overcoming evil 

r fhame* We all natuj^Uy follow cuftpm ^d faftnon, and 
though not fired with love of fame, we ftill feel it griev- 
ous tOjbe* reproached asj a . bigot, a fool, an ,enthufiaft. 
Wh^efdre,whcn men pbfervey that an appear ^ce of feri- 
^dufnels,-of attachment to fcripture principles, in con- 
demnation of corrupt’ pradUccs and fafliionable errors, 
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willhiake them pals as difagreeable perfons Unfit for po- 
lite company, till they gain more liberal notions, they are 
afraid ot religion. Pride llrongly pleads not to^ come for- 
ward as friends to the truth of Gpd, where it is defpifed 
but appear approvers of every thing in the mode, though 
we condemn it in our heart. , 

This evil fhaihe muft be denied in all its workings, be- 
caufe it is bafe, a great encouragement to iniquity, and 
deftrucUve to our own fouls. 

Nothing can be bafer ihah a! dafiardly obfcqiiioufnels 
to the opinions of men. It not only fpeaks the dominion 
cowardice has over us, but it is a moll: ungrateful return 
for more knowledge than others have attained. Did 
God give you this knowledge to w^hich thoufands are 
ftrangers, that you might affront and put the greater 
indignity upon him, by preferring your own paltry repu- 
tation to his favor ? That you might appear dark as the 
world/ in your underftanding, rather than bear ridicule 
from the foes of truth, only foes becaufe tfieir deeds are 
evil ? Where muft a foldier afhamed of his king or fer- 
vice, appear ? Yet \vhat fidelity does he ewe his king, 
what advantage does he reap in his fervice, w^orthy to be 
Tiamed with your ties of duty to the Lord over all, or 
with the benefits he hath poured out upon you ? Both 
juftice and gratitude, therefore, oblige us all, as far as we 
know the truth, and our duty, to aVoW both, and not 
be alhamed of being accounted righteous over-much, by 
men who have nothing more than the fenfelefs form of 
godlinefs, if fo much as even that. 

Befides, till we ftand forth advocates for the caufe of 
God and ChrUiian pra<ftice, in a manner becoming our 
condition in life, we contribute to the increafe of wick- 
ednefs. What all men cither do themfelves, or exprefs- 
nP abhorrence of in others, wx naturally conclude can 
have no great harm in it. 1 hus at length all fenfe of 
Chriflian religion is baniflied from fociety and vice and 
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a diiapproving filence, or a cool referve againft vice and 
profanenefs ; and where age, rank, or condition author- 
ize, open and lharp rebukes of all that is immoral and ir- 
religious, are neceffar}^ to keep up the diftindion of good 
and evil, duty and tranfgrcflion. 

By this means, men arc reminded of their dependence 
upon God. And often a word fpoken in maintenance of 
his caufe, is by his grace made effedual to awaken the 
cbnfcience, and change the heart. But if, from mean 
fclf-love and fear of lofing favor with worldly men, we 
refufe by any of thefe methods to teftify our fenfe of God's 
authority ; to confefs our belief of his truth, hatred of 
fin, and love of holinefe ; we become accefiaries to the a- 
bounding of iniquity. For a tame fpeefator of infults 
offered to his Maker, and an unconcerned witnefs of thofe 
hard fpeeches which ungodly finners are wont to fpeak a- 
gainft him, will ever be judged by the offenders them- 
ielves to join in their fentiments, at leaft to fee nothing 
deteftable in them. 

But if neither gratitude for a multitude of mercies 
from God, nor fear of ftrengthening and increafing the 
workers of iniquity, can prevail againft our natural cow- 
ardice in his caufe, we are taught to oppofe fear to fear ; 
to weigh againft the fhame of being reproached by men, 
the infufferable pain of everlafting contempt from God 
and angels. For immediately after the injunction of that 
felf-denial, without which it is impoflible to follow Ghrift, 
the trying inftance of lofing our character for his fake is 
pointed out. Whofoever fnall be ajhanied of me and of my 
nuords in this adulterous and Jinful generation^ of him alfojhall 
the ^on of man be ajhamed^ when, he comet h in the glory of his 
Father with the holy angels. But whofoever Jhall deny me 
before men^ him will I alfo deny before my Father^ which is in 
Heaven, Mark viii. SS. 

Not that we muft draw back even from feverer trials, 
than lofs of character. We muft take up our crofs and 
forfake all, fooner than defert our duty or renounce our 
faith. To this trial the far greater part of mankind are 
conftantly called, though the fwofd of fuperftition is 
fheathed, and burning heretics is held in general detefta- 
tion*. For naen have no iefs fear of being ftarvedthau 
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of being tied' to the ftake. Now the dependence all infe- 
rior ranks of men have upon the great and'opulent, mal^ 
them conclude they can never profper without their 
countenance and favor. When a young man opens his 
fliop, or enters on the profeffion of law, phyfic,or divini- 
ty, how delirable to be employed by the rich, or to have 
their fmile, and be admitted as a welcome gueft to their 
table,! Who can gain confiderably unlefs in cities of com- 
merce, or rife to eminence in any profeiSon, without 
their intereft ? Hence, arifes a mpu .violent temptation, 
which very few have integrity and fortitude to withftandj 
a temptation on no account to be difagreeable to the great 
and wealthy, or to their principal domeftics, by whom fo 
much may be got or loft. Are they, therefore, profane, not 
only the tradefman but the lawyer, phylician, and divine 
will be afraid of confelling the faith, or praeftifing the duty 
of a ChriJHan. Arethey lewd and intemperate ? How rare 
to find either tradefman, la\^er, phyfician, or divine^ 
who w^ill rifque his worldly intereft by frowning upon 
their impiety, revelling, Icdcivioufnefs, and excels, or dare 
to utter one wor^in condemnation pf fuch vile conduct ? 
Againft the remonftrances of confcience, felf-intereft will 
lead a man carefully to avoid difpleafing his beft cuftoni- 
ers, his moft profitable clients, or patients, or perhaps his 
only patron, who can raife him in the church.' 

No one can deny, that the principal inhabitants in eve- 
ry place keep the vaft multitude of their inferiors in awe ; 
noblemen, and gentry of large eftates, keep in awe all 
who want to make their fortune. And farmers, and 
tradefmen, all who earn their bread under them.^ And 
where fuperiors are earthly and fenfual, fcarcely will you 
find their dependents more religious than themfelves. 
This is one of the chief obftades to the fuccefs of the gof- 
In this fituation, ChrtJUan felf-deniai difplays its en- 
ergy. Every real believer in Chrift will dare to fhew in- 
violable regard to the truth and law of God though cer- 
tain the rich or great will take offence at him on that ac- 
count. Fear of failing, or of want vdll not betray him 
to diffemble, or deny his duty. Whilft on the one hand 
diferetion and humility, preferve him from irritating the 
profane by improper rebuke or forward behavior \ fear 
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and love of God, on the other, will certainly lead him to 
bear foine teftimony againft fuch lawlefs condud, aiid 
fuch contempt poured on die revelatioiv of peace and 
truth. . ' 

The weight which eternal things have in the believer’s 
mind, the fm^t he has often felt in his confcience for 
feeming to approve what h6 knew God has condemned; 
theexprefs command that all: fhall publicly pro- 

fefe their faith, and the fufferings Ghrift endured to ob- 
tain hisdernal redemption, join their -influence and for- 
tify his mind fooner to r^que the lofs of all than be a- 
. fliained of God and his word. And though fuch an op- 
pofition to impious cuftom (decent, rational, and noble as 
it is) extremely terrifies. man, yet thofe who are bold to 
make it, fubmitting to God in diligence and integrity to 
provide for; them, generally .profper ; for they are 
^ heirs of that unconquerable promife : Co^ne out from a- 
mong them^ and be yefeparate^ and I •will receive'^ you^ -and / 
•will be a Father unto you^ and ye Jhall be viy fons and daugh> 
tersyjditb the Lord Almighty, 2 Qot. yL 
And if any naan, profefiing himfclf a QJmJUah^ dare not 
thus rely upon God for temporal provifion, though it 
ieems to be endangered by adherence to his duty, let not 
that man deceive himfelf^Ms profeffion is like that of 
the traitors, fie is an arrant infidel in his heart, and his 
anions prove it. Nay worie than infidelity is chargeable 
upon him ; an horrid idea of God, wnich were it enter- 
tained by his children and friends of himfelf, would be a 
dagger to his heart. An idea that God can fee and not 
deliver his own child in diftrefies brought pn him from 
cordial love to his heavenly Father’s name, though ail 
power lies in his hands to reward and blefs. Such a 
one, O fearful profeflbr, doft thou conceive the God of 
heaven and earth to be. 
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to God and man, than the vileft of our paffions. For it 
will teach us to difdain the notion of implicit faith even 
in our Maker, and to urge the fuppofed abfurdity 
fcripture dodrines, and their repugnancy to pre-conceiv- 
ed opinions, a^ fufficient to rejed them, till the whole of 
Revelation be denied. Firft, the incarnation of God, 
then his attoriement ; after thefe, the fall, man’s natural 
corruption, arid the agency of the Holy Ghoft ; till at laft 
fcarcely any dodririe in the Bible is allowed to be true, 
but what a Deift would receive.^ 

Should it be faid, implicit faith lays us open to all ab- 
furdities, under pretence of reverence for the authority 
of God : The anfwcr is obvious, a dilHndion niuft be 
made between the time, before we are perfuaded the Bi- 
ble is of God, and after we know it to be fb. Before, 
we have full liberty to put to the fevereft trial all the evi- 
dences which demonftrate the fcripture is a revelation 
from God. Every one capable of this enquiry fhould do 
fo, becaufe thefe proofs are palpable, and make their ap- 
|)eal to our reafon^ which is fully qualified to judge of the 
truth of fads. During the whole time thele proofs are 
under examination, reafon is to fit fble arbitrefs ; but 
when once the fcripture is received, as it always mufi: be, 
-When men are horieft in their fearch, it immediately 
claims abfolute fiibmiflion to its dodrines. After this 
Ihould we pretend that reafon authorizes us to queftion, 
any truth the book contains, we are felf-coridemned, be- 
caufe it is the height both of folly and arrogance to urge 
a^nft an infallible teacher, the repugnancy of what he 
affirms to our own ideas. On the contrary, when once 
the book is acknowledged to be of God, it inflantly be- 

* The fufficitney of reafon, is an idea moft flattering, which wc therelore 
receive, before we arc aware of the confequence. Yet is it neceflary, that 
we ftould be gradually led on to this belief, before we can corfider the au- 
thority of reafon as decifive. Were we at firji taught it is fuperiof to the rev- 
elation of God in his word, we ihould be ihocked ; but when artfully con- 
ducted ftep by ftep to the belief of our own confequence, and cautioned a- 

E ainft giving credit to any thing oar reafon does not comprehend, which is 
lid to be the infallible teft of truth, that very reafon which under due re- 
Aridtlon would have helped to preferve man frort error, when exalted and 
trufted in as lufficient of itfclf, will infallibly fink him into the loweft dregs of 
it. For no fooncr docs reafon hefitate to determine for him, than he becomes 
a fceptic ; confoended in his further enquiries, he degenerates inter an infidel 
avowed, or covert. 
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comes an adt of the hightft reafon to rely entirely upon 

fcripture teftimony. . . . , . 

jg tlie duty of a ChryiiaTi in this manner to 

deny the Arrogance natural to men of fuperior under- 
Handing, the following declaration proves. I ■will de- 
Jlroy the -vA/dom of the wife, and will bring to nothing the 
widerjianding of the prudent. Where is the wife ? Where is 
the Scribe i Where is the difputer of this world? Hath not 
God madcfiolifo the wifdom of this world? 1 Cor. i. The 
abiolute contrariety which fcripture truth bears, to what 
the wifeft men naturally conceive it is// God fhould re- 
veal is affirmed, when it is faid the wifdom of God isfool- 
iflmefs to men. Tfcis dodlrine, fo mortifying to thofe who 
lean to rtieirown underftanding Chrift remarkably con- 
firms, for he rejoiced in fpiritj that thole, who, like little 
children, fubnntted to believe whatever the word of God 
teaches, enjoyed the ineftimable bleffing of divine knowl- 
edge, able to fave their fouls ; whilft men who idolized 
their own intellectual abilities, were incapable of under- 
ftanding the truth. / thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth, becaufe thou haji hid thefe things from the , 
wife and prudent, and haft revealed them unto babes, even fo 

Father, f or fo it feemed good in thy fights Matt. 

St. Paul urges the fiune felf-denial, when he affirms. If 
any man think hinfelf wfe,let him .become a fool (fa his^own 
judgment, as much in need of being taught every thing,) 
that he may be wife. And he particularly teaches us, that . 
this felf-denial is effededby apoftolic preaching, wherev- 
er it liicceeds to the lalvation of tfe hearer. It cefts 
down imaginations {corrwpi reafonings, corrupt becaufc 
impious, where the jword of God hath decided) and ^ 
every high thing that exalteth itfelf againft the knowledge of 
God, and bring? into captivity every thought to the obedience 

of Chrift* r ^ - . , 

Such affef tions can have neither ufe nor meaning, but 

to fupprefs that fceptical daring fpirit, W'hich’ too many 
dignify as the juft excrcifc of reafon, and a noble freedom 
of in<][uirv, in oppofition to the authority of eftabliflied 

creeds. .... ... ^ 

Nor would there have been ftich afleftions in fcripture, 

were there not in us, when we poffeft fuperior under- 
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ftanding, cultivated by luucli reading, a propenfity to 
make articles of religion for ourfelves, though in fad it is 
impoflible to know the things of God, any farther than 
we are taught them from his own mouth. Believers in 
Chrift mull conftantly guard againft this abufe of reafon 
and learning, and not dare', through difficulties which 
may he ftarted; to cavil with the fcripture. 

It is abfolutely neceffary bur underftanding Ihould 
thus fubmit to the authority of God’s word, becaufe a 
man tan never be a Chrijiian without it. Since every 
dodrine peculiar to the church of Chrift, if we will not 
give full credit to the revealer, hath in it infuperable dif- 
liculties. Pride, aided by a fmall degree of penetration 
will find endlefs matter to arraign the fcripture in its ac- 
count of the origin of our mifery ; its charader of the 
Redeemer and his incarnation j of the Spirit’s agency ; 
of tlie penalty incurred by every tranfgreffion, and the 
punifliment of all wffio are damned. Thefe feyeral cap- 
ital articles of our creed, muft be received upon the 
mere authority of their v6ucher, the written wordj or 
not at all. And thofe who difdain to acquiefee in fucii 
teftimony, do and muft deny the faith of Chrift in their 
hearts, though, for obvious reafons, they chufe to call- 
themfelves - Cbrijiians^ and to remain in the bolom of 
Chrift’s church, though infidels to all intents and puf- 
pofes. - > ; ' . 

Self muft be denied in rejeding all hope towards God, 
built upon our own righteoufneft. This is a fevere in- 
ftance of mortification to us all, much beyond any that 
-has been infifted on. Yet whatever our good qualities 
may be, however great and fliining our attainments in 
grace, we muft confefs before God, our ,eternal condepi- 
nation would be inevitable, fhould our Maker enter into 
judgment with us, inftead of ftiewing us compaffion, and 
loving us freely. For how is it poffible we can honor the 
^crifice of Chrift, as God would have it honored, if we 
fancy our own goodnefs can ever abfolve us from guilt ? 
How can we flee for refuge to the Saviour, and abide in 
him as our ftrong tower, unlefs we always fee ourfelves 
expofed to the avenger of blood, if not proteded and 
juftified freely through the redemption that is in him ? 

Mm 
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Ho^V'can we, in fervent felf-abaiing gratitude, bow down 
to God for imputing to us his^ righteoufnefs, if we re- 
nounce notour own as utterly infufScient to anfwer for 
us at his bar ? Or how can Vv e place our ivkole dependence 
on the Beloved of the Father for acceptance in him, urilefs, 
confcious to our laft moment on earth, that we never 
can be juftified or deemed righteous for our own obedi- 
ence ? 

From thefe reafons (not to be fet alide, through the j 
many'evafions pride, aided by much fubtlety, hath con- 
trived) a Chrijiicin denies himfelf in a degree no earthborii 
fyftem w^hich religion requires. -And though this very 
humbling eftimation of our moral excellence be the molt 
diScult of all things to attain, yet icriptur^e ilrongly urges 
it uDon us, both by example and doctrine. Job^ cries 
out. Behold ! I dm vile, 1 abhor myfelf. Upon enquiry we 
find this accufer of himfelf, had not even in the judgment 
of God, his equal in moral ^odnefs upon the whole 
earth. Yet the fault he bev«ed, and which extorted 
this confelHon, was too hij^l an opiiiion of his own , 
worth : he had faid, / am clean ‘with out tranfgreffion^ I am 
innocent^ neither is there iniquity in me. Job xxxiii. 9. And 
for thus over-rating his fpiritual attainments, he Icthcs 
himfelf in his envn eyes. Who now (receiving the ferip- 
ture teftimony borne to fob*s character) can think hirii- 

felflefs fullied with evil,' or - lefs defective in duty than 

this illuftrious child or God ? 

What Job was in old time, St. Paul evidently appear^ 

to have been in the Chrijiian church. \Vho in labors or , 
fufferiiigs for the glory of God, who in love to God or 
man, in purity of heart and converfatioii, or extenlive 
ufefulnefs can be compared witli him ? Yet fo far is this 
moft diftinguiUied faint and apoftie of Chrilt from con- 
fiding in his moral excellence, or fancying it the ground 
in any degree of his juftification before God, that^ he 
enumerates \vhat he had done and fuffered for Chrift s 
fake, only^ that he might fliew How utterly he difclaimed 
it ail as the foundation of his hope towards God. He 
poured contempt upon it, calling it lofs and dung, in 
comparifon of being found in Chrift, not having his ov:n 
righie'oufnefs^ vehtch is cf the law {\* c. not trufting in his 
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own obedience for juftification) hut that ^Jdch is through 
the faith of Cbrijiy the right eoufnefs^ which is of God^ by faith* 
jPhil. iii. 

What thefe and other moft excellent perfons recorded 
in Holy Writ, declare in difparagement of their own 
righteoufnefs, is confirmed as a do^rine of great impor- 
tance by feveral paffagcs. The poor and needy are rep- 
refented as the only objeds of the Redeemer’s grace. Pf 
Ixxii, Whilft the good and virtuous in their own eyes, 
are fcattered in the proud imagination of their hearts^ and 
fent empty away. Luke i. A lowly mind is defcribed as 
the only temper becoming ouf Chrijiian. profdlion, whilft 
the haughty fpirit which prompts men to truft in their 
own righteoufnefs, is expreifed as the only. czufe of exclud- 
ing from falvation, even thofe who had a zeal for God. 
Rom, ix. By dcxftrine, therefore, by examples, and by 
his own experience of numberlef^ defeats, every believer 
in yefus is led to call himfelf vile in the midft of his 
higheft attainments, and conftantly to efteem himfelf a 
needy impotent velTel of mercy, who has nothing to de- 
light in, but the name of the Lord, nor ground of confi- 
dence towards God, but his righteoufnefs, \ 

Compare this extenfive felf-denial, praciifed by the true 
members of Chrift’s church, vdth what either enthufi- 
. afm or fuperftition have, under that name, enjoined. 
The coiitraft is ftriking indeed. How frivolous and def- 
■ picable to make feif-deniai fas weak enthuliafts do) con- 
fift in the ftiape or color of our cloaths, in demure looks 
and precife behavior, or abftaining only from fafiiionable 
diver fions ! Thefe things hypocrites may do ; and fliine 
as patterns of fuch mortification, whilft felf in its w'orft 
tempers is fully indulged. The felfidenial which ftern fu- 
perftition enjoins is worfe. It imprifqns for life men and 
. women,endued with ^2^f?/v^’powers,and formed for fociety ; 
it makes them move like clock-work in a round ofrelig- , 
ious rites ; it clothes them with fackcloth, and orders thena 
to praclic€^many ufelefs feverities upon the body ; it 
calls them w defert the very Ration in which Providence 
had fixed their lot^ and buries even the excellencies they, 
have, in a cloifter and a cell. 
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Examined by the rule of fcripture, how miftaken, how 
pitiable, how unprofitable is the zeal of fuch devotees [ 
On the contrary, what a juft underftanding, what for- 
titude of mind, what perfonal and public benefits are 
confpicuous in Chrijiian felf-denial ! ^ ^ 

• It teaches us to ufe the plenty of meats and drinks 
given lis by divine bounty, without any abufe of them ; 
thus confronting by our example, andfeverely condemn-^ 
ing all exccfs. ^ It teaches us to' enjoy the rich comforts 
of the marriage-ftate, and the various ' ple&fures which 
fpring from the chafte union of t‘he fexes, and a well 
governed family, infinitely outweighing all thatluft en- 
throned in a filthy heart can boaft. > It enables us to car- 
ry on trade without 'covetoufnefs, though every encite- 
ment to that fordid paflibh furrounds us.‘ In the recip- 
rocal exkcife of tender afteaion between deareft relations 
and friends, it fecures the lupreme love of the heart for 
God. It teaches us to avow his caufe, and adhere to it, 
in contempt of our worldly intereft, our honor, and our 
charader. * It teache^us to facrifice ’ opr prying curiof- 
ity and defire of comprehending fully the truths of God 
before we believe them, to the veneration we owe his or- 
acles. And after an intrepid venture of all for his fake, 
it teaches us inftead of eyeing with felf-complacency our 
- moral excellence, to cry. Enter not ini$ judgment with thy 
fer*uant^O, hard. ' 

This extenfive, moft noble felf-denial is fufticient — A- 
way then ^dth the unnatural life of the convent ; away 
with all the inventions of will-worfliip, filence, and to- 
tal folitude' hair fliirts, iron girdles, and the coarfeft food. 
Away \^th all the whimfical uricommanded fingularities 
in drefs, and the fafhion of the exterior man, which en- 
thufiafts fo violently ^'prefs. * It is far fever er felf-denial' 
to mortify every evil and corrupt defire natural to the 
heart. It is more courageous to fight till we die than 
fly from the battle. It is- more profitable to mankind, 
to ftiine a light before their eyes, than to||||i:^immured 
with a feledt company, as if piety could not live in the 
commerce of the ‘world. And it is infinitely more for 
the glory of Chrift, that the new heart and' new fpirit 
which he hath given flioidd be known and feen of all 
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men, than be buried in perpetual concealment. Mofc 
ufeful, honorable, ‘ and excellent are they who deny att 
the cravings of corrupt felf in the midft of forbidden obr 
jecls. They, and they alone' prove the efficacy of the 
Saviour’s prayer in their behalf : Father^ taks them hoi out 
of the worlds but keep them from the cyiL ' ' 
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fuited to the preceding Subject * 

O LORD, the author and continual 
preferver of our being, thou haft an abfolute right over 
Us. We are thy property, to thee and for thee only 
^ ought we to live. But. we confefs our lhame, our inife- 
ry, and fin. We have impioully exalted ourfelves, and 
treated thy eternal majefty as Unworthy our regard. Pro- 
felfing ourfelves Chrlftians^ we have refiifcd to deny our- 
felves, to take up our crofs and follow t^e. We have 
cherifhed the defires of pur corrupt nature. We have 
encouraged thofe vile aftecHons, whith we ought to have 
bewailed, oppofed, and ftrangicd in their birth. We 
have obftinately , thought the happinefs of man’s life was 
in fulfilling the lufts of the flefli, and of the' mind ; and 
our whole aim has been to pleafe ourfelves. ' Hijld up, O 
Lord, before our eyes this melancholy truth, that holy 
fliame may cover us ; that w'e may return to thee our 
God with weeping arid fupplication O blot out all our 
fins for his fighteoufnefs' fake, who plcafed not himfelf, 
but came in the body thou hadft prepared for him, to do 
thy will. By him may w^e be fan&fied, and deliv^ercd 
from the wrath due to us for all our felf-indulgence. 

. We have now heard our duty explained and urged, 
that we ihuft mortify all our evil and corrupt appetites. 
O give us td beware of furfeiting and drunkennefs. May 
W’e eat for ftrength, not for gratification ; and drink for 
thirft, not fo inflame ourfelves with wane, wherein is ex- 
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cefs. By tliy grace may we always keep under our bod- 
ies, and refill every lewd deiire, or thought. Suffer us 
not to look upon a woman to lull after her ; infpire us 
with hatred of all foolifh talking and filthy jelling, a!l 
fights, books, and amufements which defile and war a- 
gainfl the foul. Convince iJs that thou wilt judge ail 
whoremongers and adulterers, and that no lewd perfon 
fliall enter into thy kingdom. 

Enable us to overcome the love of the world, and all 
defire of wealth, and greatnefs. May we be content with 
fuch things as we have, and let our whole converfation 
be without covetoufnefs. Give us grace to conquer the 
love .of money, which is the root of all evil. Keep u^ 
ever fatisfied with thyfelf, O God, as our portion, and 
never fuffer us to indulge fo much as a fingle wifh for 
any thing in this w’orld, more than food and raiment. 
Deliver us from the pride of cur hearts, which thirfl for 
praife and honor from men. Let all our ambition be to 
pleafe thee. Let us not fear the faces of men, nor be a- 
fraid of their revilings. Make us bold to maintain thy 
honor,- and ready on every fit occafion with' meeknels 
to wdtnefs a good confefiion of thy truth, and our duty. 

Set our hearts at liberty from all inordinate affe^lion 
for thofe we letve, and to wdiom we are dear ; and may 
we never provoke thee to jcaloufy by honoring them a- 
bove thy divine majefly. Save us from all conceit of 
our own underflanding, and from cavilling at the doc- 
trines thy infallible word teaches. And whatever we 
have done for thee, or received at thy hands, let each of 
•us make this requefl living and dying, God be merciful 
to me a finner, for his fake who was delivered for our of- 
fences, and raifed again for our juflification. Amen. 
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CHAPTER XL VI. 

On Devotional Duties. 



. . When the pradice and tempers eflen- 
tial to Chri/Uans are explained, too many cry out, Who 
then can be faved ? There is really no place in the Chrif^ 
tian fcheme fo;" flicli defpondency. Though our natural 
weaknefs and corruption be much greater than fuch ob- 
jectors believe, ftiil Chrifi:a?i obedience iprings from a root 
fufficiciit to produce it all. For God, the mighty God 
hath promifed light, power, and confolation to thofe who 
feek them in Chriji yefus^ fuihcient to maintain Every 
holy temper, in the meafure required. 

The means which muft be ufed, with diligence and 
perfeverance, to obtain thefe fupernatural fupplies, are 
called by way of diftinction. Devotional Duties ; and in. 
every one’s judgment are effential to religion. Yet, 
through fad felf-abufe, devotional duties in general are 
mere religious fornialities, which diflionor God, lull 



nominal Cbrijiians into a falfe peace, and harden the 
profane in their contempt of religion itfelf. To guard a-' 
gainft an error fo pernicious, I fliall treat at large on the 
iiature of devotional duties, and the right method of 
performing them ; confining myfelf principally to fecret 
prayer, and reading the word of God ; as what will" be 
offered omthefe two capital parts of devotion bears an 
eafy application to all public ordinances, and other me^s 
of grace. 



With refped to pr.ayer, the objeSl of it is God alone, 
becaufe the end of prayer is to obtain deliverance or pre- 
fervation from evil, or the poffellion of good : therefore, 
our application mull be made to him, from whom every 
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good and pcrfe^: gift cometh ; who ojrders all things ac- 
cording to the counfel of his own wiU, able completely 
to blefs us in fpite of all oppofition ; and without whofe 
favor the whole creation cannot afford either protedtion 
or comfort. , Joined with uncontrolable power, the at- 
tributes of omniprefence and omnifcience are effential to 
the true obje^ of prayer, in order that not one fuppli- 
cant ffiould be overlooked : not one of the number lefs 
millions of petitions offered up in the fame inftant 
throughout the world, be loft ; and that amidft the infin- 
ite variety of complicated cafes, the things bcft for each 
individual, and thofe only ftiould be conferred. United 
with thefe perfections, there muft be mercy and love to 
forgive our fins, to overcome our fears, and encourage 
oiir petitions, confcicus as we muft be of our own vile- 
uefs, when y/e are fit to pray. , 

Thus, from the nature of prayer, it is evident we muft 
addrefs ourfelves to God alone. Wc are taught the 
fame in his oracles. Praife u'aiteih for ihee^ 0 Gcd in Stony 
and unto thecy jJoall the vow be performed, 0 ihoii that 
hexir eft prayer y unto thce fiall all fJefn come, Pf. Ixv. I a?n 
the Lord thy Gody thou Jhalt have none other gods before me, 
Thou fhalt not make to thyfelf any graven image y nor the like- 
nefs of any thing that is in heaven abovCy nor in ike earth be- 
neathy nor in the water under the earth, , Thou fjalt not bow 
down to theniy nor worfbip them ; for /, the Lord thy Gody 
am a jealous God, Exod. xx* - .. . . ’ 

A truth fo plain, fo important,' fo often repeated in 
feripture, that the nionftrous corruptions of worfhip in- 
troduced by popery, are matter of aftcniftiment, no lefs 
than lamentation. Inftead of making God the only ob- 
ject of their truft, papifts have befides him almoft innu- 
merable faints and angels and from each, they tell iis, 
they are to receive fome benefit in anfwer to their pray- 
ers. They tell us there are above, advocates and pat- 
rons for ail exigencies and occafions, who defend men 
from dangers and difeafes, and bellow favors and virtues. 
They tell us, we are to apply to thefe patrons, without 
troubling God the Father and the Redeemer, who is 
God, by prefuming upon every occafion to make imme- 
diate addreffes .to them. 
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A horrid fuperftition ; at once confuted, when you 
' know what perfections are effential to the objed of our 
prayers. Where is almighty powxr, infinite underftand- 
ing, and omniprefence, but in the eternal God ? How 
abfurd then and impious to call on thofe for help, who 
by nature are no Gods ; fo limited as to be incapable of 
knowing what we want, or beftowing what we afk ? 

Our prayers fhould generally * (if we exadly follow 
the feripture rule) be addrefied to the Father, in depend- 
ence upon the facrifice and mediation of the Son, and the 
influence of the Spirit. In this manner of addrefs, the 
diftind part each perfon of the Godhead bears in the fal- 
vation of finners, the infinite purity of God, and our own 
defilement to the laft, are forcibly taught ; points of fucli 
moment, that all feripture labors to imprefs them on our 
minds. 

Now as God is the only objed to whom w:e mult 
pray, fo prayer is the fpreading before him t^ie wants and 
defires we feel. Without this, the befl: chofen petitions 
repeated punctually every morning and evening out of a 
book, or the greatefl: fluency of expreflion, are only the 
mimickry of prayer. A fort of devotion, which the 
proud and felf-fufficient', and mofl: grolsly ignorant, can 
pradice ; on which the formal and fuperftitious can fan- 
cy themfelves religious in ah extraordinary degree, though 
they never prayed once fince they were born. For as 
thd needy only can Hoop to alk alms, fo we begin to pray, 
and not before, when we feel ourfslvcs ready to perifli if 
we receive not the things, we alk for. 

This fenfibllity of real want, feripture reprefentations 
and examples prove eflential to prayer. If thou Jhalt feek 
the Lord^ thou Jhalt fnd him ^ if thou feekeji him with dll thy 
hearty and with all thy foul, Deut. iv. Truji in God at all 
times ; pour out your hearts before him* Pf. Ixii. The 



* I ivf generally numerous inftances of prayer addrefied to 
ye 'us Cbriji. The difciples prayed to him increase our faith — The dying 
to fave his foul, StephenyvrXih his dying breath, commended him- 
fclf into his hands^ befought him thrice to take away the thorn in his 
flefli, and ftyles him Lord over all, rich in mercy to all that call upon him ; 
for whofoever callcth on the name of the Lord ftiall be faved. Thefe are 
precedents (never to be fet afide) proving that each member of the Cbrijlian 
church may and will fay as did unto My Lord and my God. 
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Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him^ to all that call 
upon him in truth. Pf. cxlv. 18. When the infpired Solo- 
non comitiands ns to pray for wifdom, he emphatically 
exprelTes the need we muil feel of that gift. If thou criejl 
after knowledge., and lifteth up thy voice for underjianding ; 
ifthoufeekeji her as filver^ and fearcheth for her as for hid 
treafure. Our Lord points out the fame feeling, as ellen- 
tial to prayer ; he defcribes it by ajking^ feeking., knocking. 
Terms which exprefs a pungent need of help, and an 
immediate anfwer. St. Jaines holding out the very fame 
' idea', calls fuccefsful petition inwrought prayer. What 
fcripture thus defifics to be prayer, the pradice of God’s 
faints illuftratesr. When they came before the throne of 
orace, they were penetrated with the feeling of their ne- 
ceffities. With my whole heart have 1 fought thy favor. At 
evening., and at ?norning., and at noon-day will 1 cry^ and that 
injiantly ; and thou fhalt hear me. See another example of 
the dillrefs and importunity of a true fupplicant : Out cf 
the depths have 1 cried unto thee., 0 Lord : Lord hear my 
voice. 0 let thine ears be attentive to the voice of myfupplt-- 
cation. In the addrefs of Daniel, greatly beloved, every 
fyllable breathes fenfe of want, which fcarce knows how ' 
to bear the leaft denial or delay. " 0 Lord hear , 0 Lord 
forgive : 0 Lord hearken and do, defer not for thy name's 
Jake,. 0 my God. 

From this fcripture reprefentati'on of prayer, that it 
means fpreading the wants we feel before God, it is plain, 
all men Hand perfectly on a level in their natural ftate, 
as to any ability to* pray. Outward circumftances here 
,make no difference. A poliftied fcholar and an ignorant 
clown ; thofe wFro have been molt pioully trained, and 
thofe who have been brought up profanely ; thofe who 
- have been kept back from linful excelfes, and thofe 
who have plunged molt deeply into them : if no oth- 
er difference takes place, remain alike Itrangers to real 
prayer. For notwithftanding grolfelt ignorance, and 
bad education, and profligate manners foon as ever 
the fting of fin is felt, and its tyranny opprelfes the 
foul, prayers and cries will afeend up to God from a 
humbte troubled heart. On the contrary, where the 
guilt, Itrength, and defilement of fin are not painfully 
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felt, neither learning, nor pious education, nor abftin- 
ence from all vice'will enable any one to pray. In many 
inftances, thefe advantages blind and flatter by their fpe- 
■cious appearance ; in all they are entirely diftind from 
convidion of fln, and every alarming apprehenflon.of its 
ifliie, unlefs pardoned and fubdued. For all true knowl- 
edge and juft apprehenfions of fin, wherever found, are 
owing to an inflnitely higher caufe. They are the effed 
©f a Arm belief in God’s word, declaring the finfulnefs of 
fin, and a heart fo humbled as to plead guilty to the 
charge of it. But it is not in the power of good educa- 
tion, much lefs of learning, to produce eithei*. They arc 
the gifts of God : gifts no fooner received, than all im- 
pediments to prayer vanifli. Want immediately makes 
the hammering tongue of the unlearned, or of thofe who 
have been in time paft moft wicked, fpeak plain enough 
in the ears of God. Want makes the heart, which was 
before too grofs to conceive any excellency in the thin*^s 
of God, feek after them with earneft cries. And what- 
ever difference good underftanding, pious education, or 
general abftinence from vice, may make in the matter of 
'confcjfton^ the degrees of guilty or the choke of %vords^i\\\\ tlie 
prayer which .God accepts, and anfwers with a blefling to 
the foul, will be exadly the fame in the little finner, as 
in the great j in the poor as in the rich ; in the loweft 
and weakeft of the people, as ip the moft accomplifhed 
preacher of God’s truth. ' 

May this fcriptural account of prayer undeceive many 
who prefume they ftand accepted with tlieir Maker on ac- 
count of their multiplying exercifes of devotion, when, 
inftead of feeling thcmfelves finful, impotent creatures as 
their prayers conftantly reprefent them to be, fancy they 
are righteous, and fwell with conceit of fuperibr good- 
nefs, becaufe they fo often repeat prayers, and fo punc- 
tually frequent the church. May this feripture account of 
prayer encourage all who feel their own vilenefs, what’ 
ever they have been, to make their confeflion, and pour 
out their complaints before God, though their utterance 
or knowledge very defedive, and fuch as men would 
defpife, and though their paft lives have been moft profli- 
gate. May this feripture account of prayer convince al^ 



292 Devotionul Duties, I^Sund. 46» 

fo pcor people it is mere hypocrify and love of darknefs, 
becaufe their deeds are evil, when they pretend they can- 
not pray, becatife they cannot read a letter^ — for nothing 
but contempt of God’s word, and denial of our hnful 
condition as reprefented in that word, leave either learn- 
ed or unlearned undet fuch hardnefs of heart, as to feel 
no want Of grace, mercy, and peace from God, cbnfe- 
quently unable to pray. 

Further, it is plain from the nature of prayer, as it 
means fpreading our wants before*^ God, that a real con- 
cern for falvation, will excite prayer at all times, and in 
all places. We fhall pray when about our bufinefs and 
in company, unfeen by every human eye, as really as 
when alone, or in our clofet. Frequent ejaculations (i. 
e. prayers darted up to heaven) will be the necellary con- 
fequence of longing defires in the heart towards God, 
and the remembrance of his name— In proportion as we 
love an objecl:, our thoughts and wilhes ever follow and 
iix upon it. 

We proceed from the nature, to conhder the fubject 
matter of prayer, or what wants we are to fpread before 
the Lord. Certainly they muft be only fuch as becomes 
him to fupply, as we are warranted by his own word to 
make known to him, and afliired by his promife, either 
abfolutely or with limitation, that he will relieve. 

' We may alk temporal bleffings ; eafe when in racking 
pain, health when pining ficknefs has taken us off from 
our employment, or wafted our ftiength, a mainteno.nce 
that we be not left deftitute. We may afk the continu- 
ance of our own Ibes, and the lives of our deareft rela- 
tions and friends, when in danger. Prayer may be made 
to God for each of ihefe benefits ; becaufe inftances^ of 
each are recorded in feriptufe ; becaufe by imploring 
them, we exalt God as the fovereign Lord of life, and ail 
its comforts ; and thus our abfolute dependence upon 
him is confirmed, and our gratitude for his favors in- 
creafed. 

But though it be lawful to pray for any of thefe bene- 
fits, we muft do it always with fubmifiion to the will of 
God, provided he fees it beft to give what we alk ; always 
remembering th^ things of this kind are promifed ^only 
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on condition that they are for the glory of God, and onr 
good ; always remembering that eafe, health, mainte- 
nance, friends, and life itfelf, are things unfpeakably mean, 
compared with fpiritual and eternal blefllngs. 

Indeed a real Chrijlian can never defire things tempo- 
ral as his chief good, yet it is very proper to alk them of 
our Maker, becaufe many who have firft prayed only for 
the removal of fome temporal evil, or the continuance 
of fome temporal good, have been led by God^s gracious 
anfwer, to feek his kingdom and righteoufnefs with their 
whole heart. 

But fpiritual and eternal bleilings muft be the chief 
matter of a Chriftian's petitions. He muft afk for the 
. fpifit of wifdom and revelation in the knowlcdr^e of 
Chrift, and for pardon through his blood — He muft pray 
that he may comprehend with all faints, the breadth, and 
length, and height, and depth of his love, that he may 
mortify every vile affedion,and bear a brighter conform- 
ity to his image. 

Thefe are the grand things of which all ChriJliarHs feel 
their want, which they purfue with ardor, and daily 
wait upon God to receive in a more abundant mea- 
fure. 

Befides, this general matter of prayer, common to the 
whole church of Chrift, each private believer finds par- 
ticular matter for himfelf fuggefted from hL own trials, 
the frame of his mind, and tlie appointments of provi- 
dence refpecdng him.. Every alteration in either of tiiefe 
particulars produces fome correfpondent want in the 
Therefore as real prayer is Ipreading our wants before 
God, the petitions which may be v^ery proper to-day, will 
be quite unfuitable to our cafe to-morrow ; and wiiat was 
fufficient in certain circumftanccs, will in oppolite ones 
be deplorably defective. Confequently the matter of our 
private prayers muft rife out of the objects and occurren- 
ces around us, and the impreflions which they make up- 
on us. For as different temptations prefent tliemfelves, 
different will be the working of corruption. Sometimes 
we fliall feel pride, envy, and felf-preferen'x; ; at others 
impatience, anger, difeontent or pecvilhneis : now ini- 
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pure thoughts may be excited, then love of praife, evil 
furmifings, or uncharitable conclulions, or lulling after 
mony. According to thefe frequent and important vari- 
ations, our ^petitions mull be adapted for pardon, deliver- 
ance, and the aids of grace. And though fuch an admir- 
able form of public worlhip as ours, comprehending eve- 
ry particular cafe, which, quick as thought, each individ- 
ual will for himfelf perceive, is profitable in the higheft 
degree ; yet in fecret, before God, it fcems no Icfs im- 
proper to ufe a form of prayer, which another has compo- 
fed, than to procure a perfon to tell for us to the pli} li- 
cian our own pains and feelings in licknels. Ihele we 
can tell to another, why not to the phyfician liim- 
fclf? 

Particular afliftances are alfo needful according to our 
ftation in life, and the fnares to which we are expofcd on 
that account. The rich and noble Hand in the midft of 
dangers peculiar to thcmfelves ; men in trade and mer- 
chandize have very much to fear from their bufmefs ; 
wliilll pallors and teachers, in order to be pure from the 
blood of thofe committed to their charge, need a large 
meafure of wifdom, love, and zeal. 

It is, therefore, by no means fullicient, that we alk of 
God thofe things which he commands men to feek, and 
haypromifed to bellow, unlefs we alfo fpecify what we in 
particular now want. We mull derive our petitions not 
only from the teachm.g of the word, and a loiowledge of 
.things necelfary for us. as but from our own 

filings and delires. And unlefs qur Hate of heart does 
or itfelf dictate to us the matter of our prayer, there is no 
reafon to. think we are in earnell- Tor if our lins and 
corruptions were grievous, furely we foould confefs them. 
If they were odious in our own eyes, furely we Ihould 
be very particular and urgent in requelling of God 
to fubdue them. 

Befides, it appears fcarcely polTible to guard elFe(TualIy 
againft formality, in prayer, unlefs it be ufed as a fimplc 
conllant application to God for the fupply of our daily 
and peculiar wants. Nor is it any objeftion to fay very 
few, in comparifon, . ha've ability to adapt good words 
to their particular cafes, proper for others to hear : grant- 
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cd — yet every one is fufficiently qualified to do this alone 
before God, who feeth the heart. Here falfe grammar 
frequent hefitations, and repetitions are in no degree det- 
rimental or inconvenient ; nor phrafes at which men 
might take offence as coarfe and low, the leaft improper. 
When the defire of the heart and intention of the foul , 
are-pure, the prayer is a fpiritual facrifice acceptable to 
God, through Jefus Chrijl our Lord. And he moft 
meanly conceives of the divine majefty and perfedlons, 
who fuppofes God is pleafed at all with elegant, nervous 
words, or fluent expreflions, or with any thing but the 
prayer of the upright ; which a day-laborer is as able 
and likely at leaft to offer unto him, as any adfiiired 
fpeaker or eminent fcholar. 
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CHAPTER XLVn. 
On the Necessity of Prayer, 



What was offered in the precedihg 
chapter, \i^ill make plain to the meaneft capacity, the na- 
ture and the matter of real prayer. But ignorance, alas ! 
is the weakeft obftacle to this duty we have to remove ; 
averfion to fuch fpiritual, foul-humbling confeifion, and 
natural profaneriefs are much more difficult to overcome. 

For this end, let us confidcr in what manner feripture ^ 
' urges the necejfty of prayer. 

It is enforced in that divine book, by the pradice of 
the moft venerable perfons ; as the only means of obtain- 
ing grace, to pay uniform obedience to God \ and as re- 
quired by his command. 
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It is enforced by the mdft venerable names. Abraham^ 
Jfaac^ Jacobs Mcfcs^ Samuel^ David^ Daniel^ Feter^ and 
Paid ; the hrlf names for excellency before God, were 
conftant in prayer. This enlivened their graces, and 
gave them fuch tranfeendent luftre. But their diligence 
in the duty of prayer, is not recorded to give them the 
trifling honor of a pofthumous fame ; it is defigned to 
prove that we muft do as they did. That if we hope to 
be with them in the kingdom of glory, we muft follow 
them., who, through faith and patience, inherit the 
promifes. If then we revere the word of God, we 
cannot neglect a duty which was of fucli importance in 
the judgment of all his Saints. 

But if their pradice proves the neceflity of prayer, how 
much more the example of Chrift, Before his brightnefs, 
prophets, apoflles, and martyrs fade away, as ftars in the 
firmament when the fun arifes. He was holy, harmlefs, 
undefiled, feparate from Tinners ; neverthclefs prayer em- 
ployed a ccniiderable portion of his time. Fatigued as 
he was by exccfiive labors of love, in traveling from place 
to place, preaGhing in every town and village to immenfe 
multitudes, '<^dlO thronged and preffed upon him, he 
needed all the reft the night could afford, yet would he 
fometimes rife a great zuhilc before it was day^ that, retir- 
ing upon the mountain’s top, he might pray without in- 
terruption. Sometimes the moon and fears ^ faw himy 
their Maker, an earneft and devout interceftbr, whilft 
others were deeping in their beds. 

After this record, can anyone, calling himfelfa Chrij- 
tian^ queftion the abfolute need he has to pray ? If tlie 
mafter of the houfc, infinitely diftant from the flighteft 
ftdin of fm, prayed^ how much more .muft they of his 
houfhold, weak and finful as they are ? If the Lord c- 
ver all, when he appeared in our dcdi, pi'ayed^ how niuch 
more muft falleti creatures be bound to pray ? Should 
any 05ie imagine himfelf excufed from this duty, the pro- 
per rebuke of fuch audacious impiety, is to reply, the 
prophets, the apoftlcs, and the martyrs all prayed — the 
Saviour in the days of his flefh prayed \ whom makeft 
thou thyfelf ? 
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. Further, the ibfolctte heed we have to pray, Is evident 
becaufe it is the only means of dbtaining mercy, and 
grace to do the will of God. He gives health and long 
life, houfes and pofleffions, to thofe who never bend their 
knee before him. Not fo, fpiritual and eternal bleffings. 
He never pardons fin, or faves from its deteftable domin- 
ion, till prayer is made for the invaluable .favor. The 
uricharigeatle ordinance runs thus : If thou flialt pray un- 
to God, he fhall be favorable’^ unto thee, xxxiii, nc>u^ 
Lor art gobd^^and ready to forgive^ afid plenteous in mercy 
(what, to all forts of men indiferiminately, to the pro- 
phane and felf-fufficient ?) No, but unto all them that call 
upon thee. Pf. Ixxxvi. 6. Omnifeient as he is, and full 
of edmpaffion, he requires and commands us to make our 
fequefts known to him, before he will fupply our fpirit- 
ual neceffities \~Call unto tne^ and I *will anfwer thee, and 
jhev) thee great and mighty things which thou knoweji not* 
Jer. xxxiii. 3. But no words can more emphatically 
prove that prayer is the grand heceffary means of obtain- 
ing mercy, and finding grace to help, than tlmfc of buh 
Redeemer. AJk, and yejhall ha^ve ; feek, and ye JhallJind; 
knock, and it /half be opened unto you. This is as much 
to affirm, that without afking, feeking, arid knocking wd 
can receive no fpiritual good from above. Confcquently 
not to pray^ is mofi evidently to remain deftitute of the 
things which accompany falvation. Every one who de- 
fpifes this method which God hath chofen as the fitteft 
for conveying ncceflary fuppfies to the immortal foul^ 
confiding m his own ftrength or virtues ; in the finiftied 
Work of Ghrift, or the eleflion of grace, mufl unavoida- 
bly remain a flave to fin, and under the curfe.' 

The profane will not ftoop to feek help and pov/cf 
froih oil high ; therefore, the appearances of goodnel* 
which are their boafi:,^ can never amount to' mote than a 
partial regard fOr what is right ; which, poor as it is, is: 
fure to fall a facrifice to the ruling paffion. Thus you 
may often obferve a man priding himfelf bn his niorsd 
goodnefs, and pouting contempt bn devotional duties.,mif* 
erably chagrined by every trifling efifappointment, and 
for the flighteft provocation full bf refentment, if riot 
breathing murderous' revenge. Tou may often gbfervp 
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t defpifcr of prayer much carefled by others, and no lefe 
fclf-applauded for humanity, good nature, and contempt 
of money, fludioufly plotting the ruin of innocence, and 
adding cruelty to injuftice^ to gratify his body. And fre- 
quently you may fee a warm advocate fbmthe dodrincs 
of grace, and the glory of Chrift, deceitful, covetous, and 
a Have to fin, through habitual ncgled of prayer. 

in fact, the connedion of all graces is the work of the 
Holy Spirit, confcquently no one can pay uniform obedi- 
ence, who doth not place his dependence on that prom- 
ifed helper. Only given to them who alk him< 

Add to thefe arguments for the necellity of prayer^ 
the plain command of God. No man is left at liberty, 
whether he will pray or no, nor can he negle<Ei: prayer, 
yet only fuller the lofs of fome advantages he might pro- 
cure by it. Great guilt is contracted by hegle<^ng to 
pray. ' It is a contempt of God arid his authority, who 
has not more exprefsly required us to fliew mercy, than 
to worfhip himfelf.- Men ought always to pray^ and to con* 
iinue in prayer. To plead our good qualities and good 
behavior, as fetting afid^ our obligation to prayer, is ac* 
tually to live in the comniillion of the bafeft theft, de- 
frauding even God of his due. With equal reafon and 
as litde affront to him, may we refufe to obey his law in 
doing jiillice to men, as refufe honor to himfelf, to whom 
honor in the higheft degree belongs. 

In this light, you mull regard the duty of prayer, to 
be preferved from the contagion of unreafonablc and 
wicked men, who either totally negledi, or deplorably 
trifle and diffemble with God in it. So will you perceive 
odious injuftice, mafked with the appearance of integrity# 
And high pretenfions to honor, whilft, in fa^, there is a 
violation <«f the moft important duty, a duty refulting 
from our relation to God, as our Maker, and enjoined by 
him, the one Lawgiver able to fave and to deftroy. 

This injuftice towards God and contempt of him, ex- 
preffed by habitual ncgled of prayer, is a fin, which no 
excellencies the world applauds, can in the leaf! degree 
excufe. Wherever it is chargeable, like rebellion againfi: 
the flate, or adulterous commerce, it cancels every pre- 
tenfion to be fpared on account of any good qualities. 
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Kings of the earth never acquit a rebel, becaufe high trea-^ 
fbn is his only crime. Much lefs does the Lord Almigh- 
ty, whqfc name is jealous, overlook the contempt thrown 
upon himfelf, becaufe the perfon guilty of it, is free from 
aU diflionefty towards men. To fancy he will overlook 
filch an affront, is to entertain the moft 4efpicable idea of 
his chara^ler, as if he was ignotant of the treatment his. 
name and word receive, or indifferent about the matter. 
But fuch a God no more refembles the God of the whole 
earth, the God of Cbri/liansythAVi Baal or Moloch, The 
true God is a jealous God,- and terrible ; jealous, not to 
allow his glory to be given to another, or denied to him- 
fclf. Terrible, to punifh his adverfaries, who rob him of 
the homage he demands, as the Lord of the univerfe, in 
vvhofe hands is the bre:^^h of every living thing. He 
hath taught us by every form of expreffion which can 
engage our attention, that to ferve him^with reverence 
and godly fear, is the< whole of man; confequently a del- 
pifer of prayer, though adorned wdth every q^ity the 
profane admire, frill wants the one thing needful to fanc- 
tify his generofity, benevolence and focial virtues. For, 
idolized as thefe are^by the" world, they weigh nothing 
in the balance of the fanfruary, unlefs flowing from love 
to God. Though I give all my goods to feed the poor^ 
and have not love, I am nothing. For them who homr me^ 
faith the Lord, J hojior^ and they that defplfe me ^Jhali 
be lightly efieemed. 1 Sam. ii. Nothing, therefore, fhali 
cxcufe or palliate the infolencc of attempting to fuper- 
fede the necefftty of devotion, by affeding to magnify 
moral houefty and benevolence as the fum of man’s, 
duty. 

The profane, indeed, pretend* to much nobler ideas of 
the Supreme Being, than Chrijlians who are governed by 
his own word. He, fay they, knows, all things ; why 
then fliould yon tell him^ what you w’ant.? He is loving 
alfo to every man ; therefore, without our requefr, will . 
give us that w^hicl^is good. What are our prayers to ' 
him? Pure and undefiled religion is to do jufrice, and 
love mercy. 

The confidence with which fome make fuch aflertions, 
would tempt one to conclude they know the mind of 
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God, wken It is impoffible they fcould in the leaft degree. 
For as fkill in hunj^ feiences can only be gained by ftudy# 
ing them, fo thf laipwledge of God only to be obtain- 
ed by prayer and meditation on his own wpr4 : both 
which the profane defpifing, though they profefs theip- 
fclves wife, they betray the grofleft ignorance in their ob- 
Sections againft the neceflity of prayer. Had this duty 
oeen enjoined, either a§ giving God information, or ex- 
citing in him a loye for us, to which he was a ftranger, 
till our petitions gave it birth, their objeftions would 
have been of force. But how exceedingly fpolilh arc 
they, when all our encouragement to pray, i§ a prcvioui 
full affurance that God kilQWs better than we can our- 
ielves, all our wants, and becaufe he loves us, will hear 
and anfwer I 

The abfolute neceflity then of prayer remains indifput? 
able on the grounds already mentioned, vjz, the cop*? 
ftant prafUce of the Saints, and of the Saviour too ; as 
the grand means of obtaining grace, to ferye God accepta- 
bly, enjoined by his high eommand. To thefe one ar- 
gument more may be added ; prayer is necefiary to pn-^ 
and increafe in our minds a clear knowledge of 
our many wants, a fenfe of bur abfolute dependence up- 
on God, and a lively gratitude for his mercies. Such a 
folemn conftant reprefentation of thefe great truths be- 
fore our Maker, is of admirable efficacy ! Jhe epndufion, 
therefore, is evident ( Jet it be well weighed) that no en- 
gagements in bufinefs or pradice of fodal duties will juf. 
tify either neglect of prayer, or a cpld cuftomary per^ 
forrnance of the duty. Our prayer muft be diligent, per- 
fevering, importunate ; no oAer prayer is heir to any 
^omife, honorable to God, or profitable to men. What- 
ever the world does, fuch prayer will every believer in 
prefent before the throne of grace. 
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be frequently overcome by his own wickednefs. If in 
this fad cafe, the finner feels lhame and forrow, with 
great deiire (notwithftanding the dreadful power of his 
corruptions) to ferve God, he ought immediately to 
make his confeffion, and bewail his miferable bondage — 
Then will he know there is a deliverer, , who looketh 
down from heaven to hear the groanings of fuch as are 
in captivity to their fins, and ready to perilh.^ ^ Nay, 
where relapfes are frequent, though the condition be 
moft deplorable, yet let not prayer be given up, for this 
is turning our back on the only remedy which can be 
ufed. If there be a real contention againft fin, and un- 
feigned prayer for vidtory over it, I<would encourage 
fudi to maintain the combat. Their fouls are at ftake, 
and the promife of God is fure, he will yet hear their cry, 
and will help them. 

A fecond property in all acceptable prayer is felf-abafe- 
ment. We muft draw nigh to God, confcious of our 
vilenefs, which renders us unworthy fo much as to lift 
up our eyes to Heaven, much more to receive pardon, 
peace, and falvati9n. We mufi: make our requefts as 
mere objects of mercy, who would have no came to com- 
plain, were our fins punlflied with ^eternal death. Grpt 
ftrefs is laid upon this humiliation of th6 foul, by the in- 
fpired writers. The Lord is. nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart ; and fa*ueth fuch as be of a contrite fpirit, Pf. 
xxxiv. When Jehovah defcribes the glory of liis majef- 
ty in the fublimeft manner, he fpecifies this indifpenfablc 
rfequifite in the right worfhip.of his ijaine : Thus faith the. 
high and lofty One^ who inhabiUth 'eternity^ whofe name is 
holy, I dwell in the high and holy place with him alfo that is of 
a contrite and humble fpir it, to r endive the fpirit of the humble', 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones, James ftrong- 
iy urges the fame humiliation j he addrelfcs thofe who 
were formal in their devotions, conftant and punctual in 
prayer, but little affedted with their defilement and fin- 
fulnefs. After reproving them for alking amifs, that 
they might confumfe it upon their lufts, he directs them 
how to pray with fuccefs : God, fays he, reffieth the 
proud, but giveth grace to the humble. Be afflibled, and 
niQurn^ and iveep. Let your laughter be turrted io- mourning!, 
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and your joy to heavinefs, humble yourfehes in the fight of the 
Lord^ and he Jhall lift you up* 

This abiding fenfe of our own vilenefs muft attend our 
prayer in oppolitioh to thofe felf-exalting ideas, natural 
to us and in fuD proof that we know no man living can 
be juftified in the fight of God, fliould he enter into judg- 
ment with him. , 

To this humiliation muft be joined afiiance in God, 
and boldnefs in approaching him. When we afk we 
mull not fluduate between hope and doubt, but be aflur- 
cd we lhall no lefs certainly obtain all we need, than if 
;he blcfllngs we implore were already given. When, for 
4nllance, we confefs our fins with forrow and humilia- 
tion, begging mercy through the atonement, we mull be 
confident we fiiall not be dilappointed ; or when we pray 
for victory over our natural corruptions, we mull alTure 
ourfelves they fliall be fubdued. When in great dillrels 
and perplexity of mind, we beg of God diredion, fup- 
port, and deliverance, we mull not liften to a fear, that 
perhaps we lhall not be heard. For by harboring dif- 
trull, whether God will perform his gracious promifes, 
wc exceedingly dilhonor him ; and in the very ad of ad- 
dr effing him as almighty, good, gracious, and faithful, 
betray a fufpicion of his veracity, power or love towards 
them who call on his name. Jefus faith. Have faith in 
God* Depend without referve upon him, for the per- 
formance of every thing he hath promifed : For verityd 
fay unto you^ that whofoever Jhall fay unto this mountain^ Be 
ibou moved^ and be thou cad into the fea ; and Jhall not doubt 
in his hearty but Jhall believe that thofe things which be faith 
foall come to pafsy he Jhall have whatfoever he faith* How 
great foever the difficulty maybe which you meet w4th 
in the way of duty, and as much above your llrength to 
remove, as to root up a mountain by a w’ord from your ' 
mouth, it lhall be brought to pafs, provided you place an 
unlhdken trull in the divine power and promifes, JJ 
ye believe ye have the things ye afk for y ye Jhall receive them*. 
Some would confine fuch commands and .promifes to the 
apoftles. But St. James gives it, as an unchangeable di- 
redion to the church. If any one of you lack wifdoniy let 
him afk of Gody who givetb to all men liberally y and upbraiek^ 
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fth not ; and if Jhall he ^i*ven hiiti. But let hifn ajk in Jhiib^ 
nothing wavering ; for he that wavereth is like a ivanie cf the 
fea^ drhven with the wind^ and to^ed. For let not that man 
think that he Jhall receive arty 'thing of the Lord. Jaiii, i. 

Thefe paflages prove affiance in God is a principal pf op- 
. erty of ChrijHan prayer, and require us tb Ippty to him 
With liberty and confidence as to a Father. Indeed a- 
toongft all who love uS, \Ve can find none fo tender and 
affectionate, as he is, to thofc cab upon him. Hie 
delightful communion between him and the faithful, is 
therefore ftrongly exprefied in the following words : We 
have not received the fpirti of bondage again to fear ^ but we 
have received the fpirit of adoption^ whereby we cry Abba^ 
Father. The Spirit itfelf beareih witnefs with our Spirit^ 
that we are the children of God. Out Worihip and abfo- 
lute obedience to the Eternal Maje% is foftCned into ho.' 
ly familiarity, and through the abundant grace of re- 
demption, converted into a ehild-like dependence upon 
his care aud Idve for us. Rom, viii; 

It is difficult, indeed, to conceive how fuch confidence 
in God, and affurahce of receiving from hifn every thing 
we afk for the good of our fouls, can confift with a deep 
abiding confcioufnefs of our own vilenefs ; dr ho\V Wc 
can conquer the doubts arifing from a fight of duf mim- 
berleis defeO^s, fo as to afk without a fault ering tongtiC. 

To remove this diffietilty, aiiother grand property of 
prayer, without which it cannot fucceed, rnufl be infifi- 
cd on. Dependence on the facrifice, righteoufnefs, and 
interceffion of Chrijl^ the Head and great High Prieft of 
his church. By this we conftantly acknowledge our 
own good qualities, are fo far from procuring of them- 
felves regard from' God, that we do not pteTuftie fo of* 
fer him, even the homage due unto his name, \vithout 
having refpe^t to the merit of the all-perfe6l Mediator licf 
tween God and man. By this act, we confefs, that the 
death of Jefus^ for our tranfgreflions, to fatisfy and de- 
inonflfate the juftice of God, and his appearing m heav- 
en, our advocate and the propitiation for our fin, is out 
grand encouragement to draw nigh to God in full affur- 
ance of faith, notwithflanding the infinite purity of his 
mature, the dreadful examples of his indignation againft 
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fin, and the defilement daily coming upon us. When 
Jefus is thus our peace and hope, there is no 
room for confufion or diftruft, though we be unworthy 
and vile. For he is ordained of God to make reconcili- 
ation for the fins of the people. He flands engaged by 
office and love to undertake the caufe, and fave the fouls 
of all who come to God by him. And the command 
from Heaven is exprefs, that we Ihould in confideration. 
of his charader and office, come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need. 

Further, it is effential to acceptable prayer, that it be 
offered up in the name of Chrift, if not immediately ad- 
drelfed to himfelf. We commit a capital offence, 
when we overlook him. If any man dare to think 
thus with himfelf, the mercy of God is fufficient encour- 
agement to me to pray. I efteem it a difparagement of 
his goodnefs to.apply to him by a Mediator ; I need no 
one to intercede for me, nor will I be beholden to any 
thing more than my own good qualities, and fitnefs for 
pardon, to make my peace with God, and procure me 
the benefit of eternal happinefs. Prayer offered up to 
God upon fuch principles by any man, is as great a wick-^ 
ednefs, as if he bleffed an idol. It is an audacious cen- 
fure of the divine conftitution in the method of faving 
finners and rebels. It is, as far as lies in man’s power, 
to pull down the fon of God from his throne, and thruft 
him out of that higheft j^ffice of unfpeakable benevolence 
and glory, which he difeharges in heaven. • It is to treat 
even the revelation of God with fcorn, fince the moft 
confpicuous dodrine in the Bible, is that Jefus Chrift is 
the one Mediator between God and man, an advocate 
with the Father, and a propitiation for fin, through faith 
in his blood, that God might be juff, and yet the j«ftifier 
of all that believe in fefus. 

There is an abfolute need, therefore, that in all our ap- 
proaches to God, we honor the Son even as we honor 
the Father, by folemnly expreffing our dependence upon 
his facrifice, righteoufnefs, and interceffion, as the only 
means of enjoying the love of God. 

pp 
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Though we afk, therefore, only things promifed, as 
difciples of Chrift, and in his name, meaning no more by 
thefe terms, than that we believe Chrift was a prophet 
fent of God ^ our petitions inftead of finding acceptance 
will be a high crime, betraying our haughty fpirit and 
ftubbofn unbelief. For nothing but pride and a rejec- 
tion of Chrift, the Saviour, can lead us flatly to contra- 
did: the feripture declarations : There is no other name giv- 
en under Heaven^ whereby we can be faved^ but that of fe- 
fus ; no way of coming to the Father^ but by him. To fup- 
pofe we may come in our own name if we pra6lice mor- 
al righteoufnefs, makes Chrift of none effe^. No won- 
der, therefore, fuch ftrefs is laid in feripture, on praye? 
being offered up to God, through Jefus Qhriji our 
Lord. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

From what has been advanced, it appears in difpu table, 
that a real purpofe to obey God ; a humble fenfe of our 
vile polluted condition. before him ; a full afiurance of 
being heard ; and a perpetual dependence on the Lord 
fefus Chrift^ the one Mediator,, muft unite in all accepta*- 
ble prayer.. / 

In the prayer of all real Ghriftians^ they do unite at firft 
faintly, and not fo eafily to be difeerned ; but as Chrif- 
tians grow in gra^e, thefe properties become more and 
more confpicuous^ and they themfelves more confeious, 
and.alfured, that ih this manner they worfliip the God 
of their falvation* 

But this fpirit of true devotion is not confined to the 
dofet or family. It leads Chrijiians to delight in the great 
congregation, and be prefent in all ordinances by which 
God is honored, his faithful people comforted and ftrength- 
ened, and particularly, as opportunity offers, it is the de- 
fire of every one who glories. in the crofs of Chrift, to eat 
and drink at his table, that they may there enjoy the 
communion of Saints, and the moft lively reprefentation 
of Chrift’s body given for them, and of the blood of the 
New Teftament, flied for the remiftion of fins. 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

I 

/ « 

Qn the certain Success of Praycr. 



Believers in Chrift are encouraged 
diligently, to pray from abfolute affurances that they lhall 
fucceed. This fflccefs is afcertained, by confidering from 
whence true prayer in the heart arifes. We are taught 
in fcripture, that of ourfelves, we cannot tliink a good 
thought, much lefs feel a defire and purpofe to obey the 
Lord God in all things. If then we do come to him, as 
a child in want to his Father, trufting in our Lord Jcfus 
Chrijiy it is from a divine influence, called in ' fcipture, 
the drawing of the Father. Can fuc^ a gift be vouch- 
fafed in vain ^ Can we think any one ' is enlightened to 
beg grace, that he may know and live in obedience to 
the will of God, yet not be heard ? Can a poor petition- 
er fall down low on his knees before God, for this excel- 
lent gift, yet rife up confounded at the rejeclion of his 
fuit ? No, by no means. The merciful, graciou;» God is 
not wont thus tq afilidl the contrite fpirit, and difappoint 
the holy expedations excited in the heart by his own a- 
gericy. On the contrary, ?, real defire of receiving any 
fpiritual blefling, is a pledge of its being given ; For cve^ 
ry good and every per fed gift comet h from above^ from the 
Father of lights^ in whom is no variablenefs^ neither Jl^ado%v of 
turnings who of bis own will begot us by the word of his truth* 
Jam. i. 

This is eflabliflied by many affeding declarations, 
God reprefents himfelf as taking delight in the prayer of 
the upright. In one pJace aflUrance of fucceft in prayer, 
is deferibed by his looking into the recefles of the heart, 
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and burnt it in the holy of holies before the Lord iS(j 
now he the great High Frieft of our profeliion, llands in 
a miniftering pofture before the altar of burnt-offering, 
fignifying the atonement he had made by his own blood. 
And there was given unto him much incenfe^ that hejloould of 
for it with the prayers of all Saints^ upon the golden altar 
which was bcf0-e the. throne. And the f moke of the incenfe 
which came with the prayers of ike Saints ^ afeended up before 
Gody out of the angels hand. As the perfuming fmokc of 
incenfe, compofed of hneft fpiccs, afeended up like a 
cloud to heaven, with the prayers of the congregation or 
Ifraely offered at the lame time j in this manner a repre- 
ientation was made of Clirift’s facrifice and oblation, the 
virtue of which mingled like precious incenfe wath the 
prayers of the Chrijiian church, to make them a facrifice 
of a fweet fmelling fav6r unto God. Rev. viii. 

And to add greater force to this magnificent reprefen- 
tation of the Saviour’s interceffion, which gives infallible 
fuccefs to the prayer of faith, it is introduced immediate- 
ly before the phials of wrath are poured out upon the 
apoffate churches of Clirift. Thus in the moft affeding 
manner we are affured, that when the Almighty whets 
his glittering fword^ and cries y Aha / I will rid myfclf of my 
adverfaries ! no fupplicant approaching him by Jefm 
Chrijiy Ciall have caufe to fay his prayers were not heard. 
How'dilhonorable dien, ancl injurious to the love of the 
Father, the mediation of the Son, and the gracious influ- 
ence of the Spirit, is one doubt about the ^fuccefs of 
prayer. ' ■ 

Its certain fuccefs is evident from the promife of God' 
to fulfil the de fire, of them who fear biriiy to hear their cry and 
help them. ''Every one that ajkoth rccelvctby and every one 
that feeketb findethy audio him that knocketh it fall be opened. 
Mat. vii. Whatfoever ye fall afk in niy namCy that will I doy 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. Ij ye fall ajk 
nythingy in my name y I will do it. Joli. xiv. - . • 

^To carry this affurance to the higheft degree, I add in 
the laft place, the teflimony of fcidts. If all who have 
prayed in the manner God has marked out, for the bleff 
ings he has promifed, hav4 witfiout fail received them, 
there cannot be a mere clea.* demoirftratioa of any truth, 
than of the infallible fuccds of prayer. 




* Many illuftrious proofs confirm the prevalence of prayer with God, and 
are to be found in the lives of the rnofl excellent. But I never met with a 
more plealing, and honorable one, than that recorded in the life of the cele- 
brated phyfician, Boerbaave. A friend of his, who had often admired his pa- 
tience under the greateft provocations, alkcd him by what means he had I'o 
entirely fappre fie 4 that impetuous paflion, anger? The doctor anfwered, 
with the utmoft franknefs and fincerity, that naturally he wa^ quick of re- 
ientment, but by daily prayer he attained that mattery over himfelf. JSmp- 
ton^9 lift of Boerhaave. 

It was his cuftom, never violated, to fpend the firft hour of evei^ day 
in prayer, though patients from every country in Ettrepe applied to him 4oj 
advice. 
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The word of God abounds with proof that he takes 
plcafure in making his power tributary, as it were, to 
the prayer of his faithful people. By prayer JoJhua hop- 
ped the fun in his courfe, that he might execute the will 
of God on his enemies. By prayer Elijah^ ^ man of like 
paflions with ourfelves, opened and fliut the heavens. 
By prayer the three children were preferved from harm 
in the fiery furnace, and Daniel in the lion’s den. The 
time would fail to mention all the inftances recorded in 
feripture of the wonders wrought by the hand of the 
Lord, in anfwer to prayer. 

But if in extraordinary cafes God, for the vindication 
of his truth, and manifehation of his glory, thus anfwer- 
ed the prayer of faith, how certain muft be its efficacy 
when by it we feek only pardon, deliverance from fin, 
and thofe graces by which we may glorify our Maker. 
There is indeed no age without a cloud of witnefles to 
the infallible fuccefs of prayer. iVfk thofe diftinguillied 
Chrijlians in our own time, who bear the brighteft refem- 
blance to their Saviour, how they obtained fuch admirable 
m^ery over their paffions, fuch good will and kindrefs 
towards all men ; fuch readinefs of obedience to God, 
through unfeigned love of his narne, and delight in his 
lervice ; afk them, and they will declare \vith one voice, 
not by any power, wifdom, or refolution of our own 
not through any original better formation, or advantage 
of education, but through the grace of God, earaeftly 
fought in prayer, w^e are what we are. We began in 
carneft, we perfevered with importunity in calling upon 
the name of the Lord, he heard, and we are not difap* 
pointed of our hope.* 
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On the contrary, there is not within the pale of the 
Chrijlian church, a fingle Have to the love of women, 
wine, or money ; not one led captive by a four angry, 
peevilh, or turbulent fpirit, but knows that cither he def^ 
pifes prayer, or trifles with it ; either difbelieves the ne- 
ceflity, or the fuccefs of this application to God 5 or nev- 
er once heartily engages in it. Hence he cannot poflibly 
experience victory over his deteftable tempers, but mufl: 
live and die in his fetters, and in his infamy. 

Be glad then, O ye righteous,, and rejoice all ye that 
are true hearted ; ling and give thanks unto the God of 
all grace, ye who love your fellow-creatures, whilft ye 
behold the abundant provifion God has made to fuccor 
the poor and needy fons of Adam ; even an infallible re- 
lief in prayer, under all difficulties, forrows, and tempta- 
tions . 

Hence every real Chrijlian mufl: exceedingly value pray- 
er, and dilligently perfevere in it, till the fame bountiful 
God, whofe ears are ever open to the prayers of his faith- 
ful people, in the end open heaven to their perfons. 
Till he give them admiffion into that glorious world, 
where petitions ceafe for ever ; becaufe neither weaknefs, 
nor want, nor fear, nor trials remain, but all the foul 
feels is perfed felicity, love, and praife. 

With prayer, Chrijlians mufl: conftantly join another 
principal part of devotion, the ftudy of God’s word. All 
feripture, the Old no lefs than the New Teftament, is given 
by infpiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof 
for correflion for inJlru6tion in righteoufnefs. Therefore we 
are commanded to fearch into, and meditate upon it night 
and day. Thefe words, which I command thee,Jhall be in 
thy heart ; and thou jhalt bind them as a fign upon thy hand ; 
and they Jhall be as frontlets between thine eyes, and thou Jhali 
write them upon the pojis of thy houfe^ and upon thy gates. 
Deut. vi. i. e. thou flialt be continually converfant in 
them, and carefully treafurethem up in your mind. St, 
Faul, fpeaking of the Old, not the New Tefiamsnt, teaches 
us that whatfoever things were written aforetime, were writ* 
ten for our learning, and our admonition. Of the New 
Teftament we are infallibly affured it was written, that 
we migfit bslkve that Jefus is the Chrifi, the Son of God, 
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and that bellevihg ‘ive mi’^t have life through him 
Job. XX. ' 

, 6t. Peter inftru6ls us, that he wrote both his Epiftles, 
to fiir up ths pure minds of Chriflians by veay of reme??u 
branccy and to put them in mind of the words which were 
fpoken before by the holy prophets and of the commandments of 
the apoftles of the herd and Saviour, 

The end then for which the feriptures were ihfpircd 
of God, and are put into our hands, is that wednay with 
great care and diligence perufe them. Unlefs we do fo, 
we profanely defpife both his authority and great good- 
nefs. We ad as if we either thought he was beneath our 
notice, or we fo little needed his counfels, that it is not 
worth our while to read, what his prophets, apoftles, and 
own Son have pubiifhed. Not worth our while, though 
the contents of God’s word are of ererlafting moment, 
for it propofes articles of faith under the mod awful 
iandions, eternal life, if we receive them ; death eternal 
if we rejed them. It preferibes a rule ot duty eflential 
to our peace, comfort, and fafety.* It holds forth promifes 
exceeding great, to excite our diligence ^and encour- 
age our hope, and threatenings of fuch mifery as infin- 
itely exceeds all evil in this world, that at .all 
times we may hear and fear^ and never commit 
iniquity. He, therefore, who %eglebls to fludy and 
fearch the feripture, betrays Ms unbelief and fcorn of his 
Maker ; and proves, that like a brute, he only defines 
what can do his body good. 

Indeed the will of God is fo plainly revealed in this 
matter, that no one but an infidel will juftify a total ne- 
gled of the Bible. But then amongfi: a multitude 'who 
read the Bible, allov/ance, no doubt, muft be made for 
different capacities, and different fituations in life ; becaufc 
thefQ things make a great difference refpeefing the time 
which can be fpared for fo excellent an emplpyment, and 
the knowledge of feripture. Yet the principal tiling 
men ofail ftations are to avoid, is a formal carelefe way of 
reading. This has been, in all ages, a general fault, and 
a great one indeed *, for we may read the feripture in 
this way, every day of our lives, and be in no degree 
wifer or better. To derive fpiritual benefit from 
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the Bible, the following rules mull ncceflarily be ob- 
,fervcd. 

We mu ft lift up our hearts to God, whofc book it is, 
to explain to us what we are about to read. This is re- 
quired, bccaufe the doctrines which are the glory of the 
Bible forely ofFeiid our natural pride ; and its pure pre- 
cepts arc intolerable to , our fenfualit;^, and blind feif- 
love— -A heavenly ray; therefore, muft come down from 
the foiintain of light to reveal the excellency of the doc- 
trines, and diir want of the relief and falvatioh they 
bring ; and the mercy and love there is in every com- 
mandment that we may cheerfully obey. , In thefe points 



feripture is very clear. . No man can fay that fe/us is the 
Lordy but by the Holy Ghoji, . And when St. Paul fpeaks 



of the^ faithful, who knew the things which were freely 
given of God to tKeni, he fays, they received the fpirit 
which is of God that they might know them. And in old 
time fo deeply fenfible were holy men of their inability 
to reap Advantage from the word of God without his 
teaching, that with the word before^them they continu- 
ally make requeft, that they might underftand it. lam 
a fir anger upon earthy 0 hide not thy commandments from me, 
lam thy fervant^ Q give me underfiandingy that I may know 
thy fiatutes. Open thou fiiy eyesy that 1 may behold wondrous, 
things out of thy lawi _ . r . - 

Thefe blcffed fervants of God we muft imitate, and 
when we read his word, feek the true meaning and in- 
terpretation of it from his Spirit,' pfomifed to all wko 
afk itJ Not indeed expefting a new^ light, as that figni- 
fics any new dodrine'y diftind: from feripture, or fupplemen’^ 
iaito it : cither of thefe is wild enthufiafm, both pitiable 
and dangerous. But moft rational and wnfc it is, to ex- 
ped: and pray for the Spirit, whilft we diligently ftudy 
the written word ; becaufe this is not given us to leffen, 
but increafe our dependence upon God. But if the gift 
of the ^ord was fufficieht, provided we made due ufe of 
our rational faculties, there would be ho room for exer- 
cifing dependence upon God, as the continual foun- 
tain of light. We might truft to our own underftand- 
ing folely. Beiides, in full proof of the infufficiency of 
the written word, to do us good, if we arc not cnlight- 
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cned by the Holy Spirit, he is promlfed to abide with 
the church of Chrift for ever, as the fpirit of wifdom, 
and revelation in the knowledge of the things of God ; 
nor lliall wc ever feci their excellency authority, and 
power, without this internal revelation. 

There is, I readily grant, a knowledge of icripture 
truths, which men of parts and penetration attain at 
once, upon turning their attention to them j fo that they 
can talk and preach about them without deteflion a- 
mongfl the multitude, whilft they are workers of iniqui- 
ty, blind and dead in their fins. How worthlefs this 
knowledge I What a fcandal to Chrijlianiiy ! Better never 
to have known the way of the holy commandment, 
than to hold the truth in unrighteoufnefs. Yet thus 
unprofitable muft all knowledge of divine things be, till 
the grace of God gives them power to fw^ay the Ibul. 
Becaufc, by w^hatever way we come to the knowledge 
of any truth, contrary to the bent of our wicked hearts, 
we need much more than the ftrongeft external evidence 
to give it ojieration cffedual for practice. In proof of 
this, confider the cafe of the people at mount Ihreh. 
Could there be a doubt that the law^giver w'as able to 
fave or defti'oy ? Yet they dare hitn to avenge their 
idolatry, into which they rufli, not only againfi; the ex- 
prefs command of Jehovah ; but w^hen the trumpet had 
icarcely ceafed to found in their ears. Their mad detef- 
table condu6t is imputed to their infidelity. Hew long 
•will this people provoke me ? How long will it be. ere they be^ 
lieve me ? The fame is our own cafe. We tranfgrd's the 
commandments ; wc prefer fome vile pleafureor gain, to 
our known duty, Whilft we allow the feripture is of 
God, and read it as inch, till we read it w’ith prayer, im- 
ploring Cod to make his owui word anfwer the excellent 
ends, for w^hich it w’as given. 

If there be any to w'hom this dcflrine appears weak, 
and ungrateful, they muft foHow their own infidel dciu- 
ficns. In the mean time, the doctrine itfelf is of the ut- 
moft importance. For once take away the influence of 
the Holy bpirit from the members of ^ the church, and 
the go pel itf Chrift will for ever be no more than a fub- 
lime fpecukilon, iaeifedual to reform the world, as 
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Pagan philofophy. The Comforter, the Spirit of truth, 
is the ineftimablc privilege of Chrift’s church ; therefore, 
before we read the Bible, we inufl implore his light and 
teaching, 

A fccond rule, we muil always obferve, is to read, but 
a ftnall portion at one time, except it be in the hiftorical 
parts of the Bible. It is too common for perfons who 
have the character of being veiy devout, to fet them^ 
felves a quantity to read every day, two or three chapters, 
which they do in hafte, with little or no meditation— 
confequentiy receive hurt inftcad of benefit, and provoke 
God, (whilft they fancy they are doing their duty,) by 
fhewing fuch contempt to the great things of his law, as 
if they might read them with no more attention than a 
fong defer ves. *. 

We muft by no means content ourfclves with having 
the words of God before our eyes, but muft ponder on 
their weighty fenfe, and labor to fix their import deep, 
till the fpirit of the Bible is transfufed into our minds. 

By this way, I allow, we fliail make but a flow prog- 
refs in going through the principal parts of this inefli- 
mable volume, compared v/ith thofe who can read fever- 
al chapters in one day. But we iliall receive ample re- 
ward for our pains becaufe when wc ufe much iTCoIlec- 
tion and m*editation, upon taking God’s word into our 
hands, and folemnly place ourielvcs, as it were, at the 
feet of Jefus for inftruclion, we ihail find the meaning of 
it beautifully unfolding, and the knowledge which wc 
gain in this manner will always be attended with a tranf- 
forming efficacy. It will alfo remain with us, and be 
our own for ufe at all times v/hliil our hafty readings, 
leave no trace behind them, and even the explanations 



• i ms Ihjckia^ way ol B'ble, often rendns it contemptab’e 

in the judgment of youn>j people, ; nd no w >nder. S^ine lupcr^i iou« female 
devotes, all alive to the p^mpsand vanitiesejf the wor d, yet wil hi?e their 
daughters read to them the pfa ms and kflon? for the day. Accordingly 
without a fingle pauie, or one dc fire to know the meaning of the words, 
they are h unit d o^er, while eager txpt<5latioB ofamufement immediately to 
laccced, and the pride of dJ-eft, render* tten this dtfpicable ofil-iing, an irk--' 
fome taik indeed. 

I would, therefore, intreat parents, if they mean to 1 onor God, or do any 
good to their children, to guard againit fuch irrtvi.rent treatment of the book 
they believe is from H.avcn, or aot to read it at ali, which oi iv.c evil* 
certainly be ihcleaft. 
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of commentators, however they- may feem to inftrtiQ:, 
are forgotten very foon, tn comparifon with what has 
root in ourfelvcs from a devout perufal. Notwithftand- 
ing, therefore, floth and natural averfion toftudy fpirit- 
lial fubje^b willftrongly oppofc this excehent method of 
reading God's word, we muft do violence to ourfelves. 
A little perfeVerance wDl foon mafter all the difficulty, 
and we mall find caufeto fay. The law of the Lord is more 
frectovs to me than thoufands of gold and filv^r. Jn that law 
do I exercife niyfelf day and night. 

Nearly allied to meditation* oti the word of God, is 
examination of oairfelvcs fey it, fo as to exaft correfpond- 
ent impreffions on our minds, and when we find them 
not, to confefs the poverty and inifery of our condition. 
For inftance, when the character of God is before us, in 
thofe paffages which deferifee his infinite power and glo- 
rious holinefs, which the hofi: of Heaven adores: yet 
more tender and affcd:ionatc to men who fear him, than 
any Father to a fon that ferveth him ; to read this char- 
after, will never affeft us, all admirable as it is, unlefs wc 
paufe and ‘alk ourfelves. Do we behold Itich glory, and 
fuch excellency in the Lord God Almighty ? Have we 
fuch a fenfe of his goodnefs, as mahes him puy exceeding 
joy ? Do we cheerfully truft in hiin for ^1 we want, and 
to defend, us againfi all our ' enemies ? When we read 
the feriptuf e" reprefentations of the glory% office, work, 
and temper of the Redeemer, 'and the ^cat promjfes 
made to all who believe’ on his name, little will this prof- 
it, unlefs ut" at the fame time fearefe and try ourfelves, 
whether fuch a Saviour appears to us altogfthcf lovely 
and abfolutcly needful : the chief mercy of God, and the 
grandeft difplay of all his infinite perfeftiohs? Whether 
we commit unto him our immortal fouls, ‘ without fuipi- 
cion or fear of failing under his proteftion,' and with an 
undivided heart ferve him, as our fovereign Lord ? 

When W'e read alfo the ftrong aflertions in the fedok of 
God, of our natural weaknefs, blindiiefs, love of fin, and 
total depravity, in vain fliall we affent to them, becaufe 
found there, unlefs we trace each oi^thefe as they have 
broke out in our lives, and in fome fymptoms of them^, 
which are often ftill felt wijhin. 
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« 

When the feripture before us detcribes the fclf-denying 
tempers of the faithful in Chrift, their deliverance from 
the dominion of worldly hopes and fears, their unfeigned 
love to God and man, and their abhorrence of all evil ; 
in vain we read of thefe excellent difpofitions, unlefs wc 
prove and examine in \tdtat degree fuch "an excellent 
change has taken place in our hearts. 

Unlefs we read all feripture with this felf application^ 
we (hall do juft enough to flatter and deceive ourfelves, 
as if we were fomething, when we are nothing ; enough 
to make us fancy wc pay regard to the ^word of God, 
when in fad it has no weight to form our judgment, 
govern our tempers, or determine us in the grand object 
of our purfuit. 

We muft not then fatisfy ourfelves fa*Ip- 

ture, but, read it Kke men wIiq are certain this infallible 
word fhall abfolutdy decide our condition ; like men 
who know, only is b'effed whom that word blefles, 
and he cuxfed whom that curfes. It is both our duty 
and intefeft fo deyoutly to perufc feripture, that its fpirit 
may be imprefled on all our fentiments, breathe in all 
our deflres, and live in our whole con lud ; convincing 
all around us, that the. word of the Lord is pure, convert- 
ing the foul. 



Merciful and gracious God, always*" 

nigh to them that fear thee, and the deliverer of all who 
cfy to thee ; give us to know our great guilt and w^eak- 
hefs, our blindnefs and depravity, that we may hunger 
and tliirft after righteoufnefs, pray always and not faint. 
May we pray in fifth, aflured that tliy ear hearkens to 
the moft ftammering tongue, and to the fighs of all who 
bewail thdr captivity to fin. May we be enabled to 
watch the various workings of our evil nature, to know 
our peculiar duties and temptations y to remember our 
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daily mercies, and by thefe be led to make fuitable con- 
felHons, fupplications, and thankfgivings before thee. 
Imprefs upon our hearts, O Lord, the example of all thy 
Saints nowin glory, and of thy dear Son, our only Sav- 
iour,’ when in the form of a fervant. By their diligence 
and great earneftnefs in prayer, may we be ftirred up to 
fliake off all floth and luke-warmnefs, to tremble at the 
thought of reftraining prayer before thee, or neglefdng 
to call upon thy name.. Teach us effectually, that the 
prayer of faith is the only appointed means of obtaining 
bleflings for the foul, and power to have a confciencc' 
void of offence towards God or man. And in all cur 
addreffes to thee, may we be upright, and with deep hu- 
mility abafe ourfelves in thy prefence. Deliver us, O 
God, from provoking thy wrath, by daring to approach 
thee without a propitiation for fin, and the advocate for 
tranfgreffors. To Jefusy who endured the crofs, and 
ever fivetli to make intercefiion, may we always look, 
and to him bring every offering, for whofe fake alone, 
and at whofe hands it becomes thee, O Father, to receive 
our worfliip. In all our requefls may we have accefs to 
thee with confidence, through jefus Chrijl the Lord, by 
the influence of the Holy Ghou. 

O God, fill us with faith in the precious promifei 
thou haft made to all who call upon thee ; faith in the 
name and power of Chrift, engaged in behalf of all who 
come to thee by him, that we may efteem prayer our 
higheft privilege, and be more and more ferment and dil- 
igent in that duty, till all our prayers are completely an- 
fwered.in our everlafting falvation. 

Grant thefe our requefts for Chrift’s fake, cur great 
and merciful High-prieft, our only Mediator and Re- 
deemer. Amen. 
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CHAPTER !• 

The Pleafures peculiar to Believers in the Lord 

ye/us Chriji^ 



It IS too general an opinion, that men 
can never be at prefent fo happy if they entirely fubmit 
to the government of God, as by taking fome forbidden 
felf-indulgence : that if we are to be wholly at the will of 
our Redeemer, all thoughts of plcafure muft be given up, 
and we pafs our time like fuperftitious reclufes, in mop- 
ing melancholy^ or at leaft under very irkfome reftraints# 

This falfliood is full of impiety, and hurtful to a great 
degree. Full of impiety, for it blafph ernes the life of 
faith and the fcrvice of God, as not to be endured, but 
in view of fome future reward, or through fear of the 
wrath to come ; though in point of fuperior enjoyment, 
the life of faith and the fervice of God, have the promife 
of this world, as well as of heaven. The flander is alfo 
hurtful to the lafl degree, becaufe if men imagine Chrtft* 
ian obedience uncomfortable, violent love of pleafurc, 
joined with a faint belief of eternity, will certainly lead 
them to take part in the voluptuoufnefs at hand, rifldng 
any lofs they may fuftain beyond the grave. 

The fyftem, therefore, of doctrinal and practical 
ChriJHanity^ contained in this volume. Cannot more prop- 
erly conclude than with a faithful account of the high 
plcafures peculiar to real Chrijlians ; and with unanfwera- 
ble proofs that thefe pleafures are rational, certain to be 
enjoyed, and necefiary to produce and fecure Chrlfiuin o- 
bedience. 

From hence* it will appear clear to demonftration, that 
the dbedient children of God, fo often pitied as mifera- 
ble in their fdf4enial, and on account of the ftridnefi of 
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their life which feparatcs them from the licentious worlds 
do in fad know more pleafurc than any people upon 
earth. 

The firft fourcc of pleafurc peculiar to them is their 
excellent knowledge. Gpd the Father in his adorable 
perfedions, in his works and word, in the redemption 
he hath provided, and. the various bleffings he hath 
promifed : God the Son, in his original glory and mari 
vellous humiliation ; in the parts and benevolent pur., 
pofes of his mediation : God the Holy Ghoft, in his mi- 
raculous gifts of old, hiS perpetuM influences and confola- 
tions with all the realities of the eternal world, *are plea- 
fing fubjecls of meditation to a true believer. ^ 

The whole herd of nominal, it is true, may 
hear the found of thefe great things, and, perhaps, pro- 
fefs fome belief of, their reality. But wedded to objeds 
of fenfe, they can find no heart to take an exad furvey 
of them : wherefore, feeing they fee and do not perceive, 
t and hearing they hear and do not underftand. On the 
contrary, believers attain a real knowledge of the exccl- 
icncy of feripture truths, which is lively, penetrating the 
foul, and of courfe delightful. For who can quefiion 
the pleafures of Icience, when thoufands toil tor no oth- 
er reward ? The difeovery of truth charms, though it be 
in objeds of fenfe, which have relation only ^ to time, 
without any power to give the .difpofitions eflential to 
peace of mind. Is fuch knowledge pleafant ? flow much 
more a difeovery of truths which befide their novelty 
have a grandeur even to fill the foul with admiration j a 
grandeur no fooner apprehended, than they neceffarily 
excite the moll pleafing ideas— Before, they were either 
defpifed or fufpeded, or blindly credited frorn force of 
education. Now they ad like themfelves : they infpire 
new refolutions \ they kindle ardent defires ; they excite 
abundant hope. Believers are brought by tkeir fpiritual 
. knowledge into a new and glorious world, where objeds 
. in terefting 'beyond mealure, all tending to their honor 
and exaltation, furround them-^And in proof of the 
pleafurc they receive from this knowledge, the change 
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God’s dear Son. Yc were foihtimes darknefs, but now 
are ye light in the Lord. Ephef, v. For, God who com- 
manded the light to fliine out of darknefs*, has fhined in 
our hearts, to gjve the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of ^efus Chriji, 2 Cor/w* 

B^deS, the pleafure believers enjoy from their JirJi ac-^ 
quaifitance with feripture truths, hitreafei as they ad- 
vance. There is a very fenfible progrefs in divine, no lefs 
than human fcience. At firft aTaint and confufed view 
of the gofpel, afterwards a clear perception of its various 
ufes and matchlefs excellence is obtained. At firft they 
deceive the truth w^ith hcfitation, afterwards they come 
to a full aflurance of underftanding and hope, and com- 
prehend the breadth, and length, and height, and depth, 
of what before w\is fuperficially knowm; Such progrefs 
is infepafable from perfeverance in the faith of 
Chrift, never * failing to prove a fpring of freih plea- 
fures. / 

This knowledge is in a peculiar degree pleafant, from 
the folid benefit it confers. Ail other objects which can 
engage the mind,'leave men, after the higheft degrees 
of fuccefs, in their purfuit, to feci wants unfatisfied, 
pailions unfubdued, and various evils to which they are. 
expofed. Their knowledge cannot fupport, much lefs 
profit them, when they are leaving the prefent icene. 
They mull die even as others in*the dark, not knowing 
what their future exiftence is to be. This is the necefla- 
ry condition even of thofe who excel moll in human 
fcience. But real Ckrifiians ixom their knowl-* 

edge of Chrill, contentment in every condition, vidofy 
over inordinate affe<ftions, a Ihield againft all affaults, and 
a fupernatural firmnefs pf mind to bear up in the hour of 
diftrels, and look out fol eternal glory to begin, foon as 
this mortal life is ended. 

Knowledge thus fuprcmely excellent^ enriches in dif- 
ferent degrees, all real believers in Chrifi fiefus. The 
pooreft and loweft of the people (let not the great and" 
learned take offence) are not one lingle degree farther 
removed from thefe incomparable benefits, than men of 
parts and education. It is God only, who teaches this 
kuowledge, and every humble prayipg fpul that feeksj Is 
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equally fure to find it. The pure delight flowing from 
this divine knowledge is at once emphatically affirmed, 
and powerfully recommended ‘Happy is the man that 
findefh wifdom’and the man that getteth underjlanding. For 
the merchandize of it is better than the merchandize of fiver, 
and the gain thereof than fine gold. Her ways are ways of 
pleafantnefs, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of 
life to them that, lay hold upon her, and HAPPTis every one 
that retaineth her. 

Who car. confider the nature of feripture truth, or be- 
lieve thefe divine afiertions, and not alioW that believers 
in Chrift Jefus, have more pleafure than any people upon 
earth ? 

But knowledge of the myfteries of the kingdom of 
God, is always joined with his peace, with the privilege, 
and fpirit of adoption. 

No fooner do men truly depend, through knowledge 
of Chrif Jefus the Lord,,upon his facrifice and mediation, 
than they have the promile and oath of God, that there 
is no condemnation to them. The prophets, the apofiles, 
and the Redeemer continually affirm this. In proper* 
tion, as they believe the truth, their confcience is ration- 
ally appeafed, and fre^ a fliarp accufer becomes an en- 
couraging friend. It now no longer upbraids them 
with thei^ folly, but commends their wdfdom, in fleeing 
to the refuge which God’ hath provided ; no longer 
haunts them with fears of approaching judgment, but reg- 
ifters and attefls their cordial reception of the atone- 
. ment. They have now the anfwer of a good confcience 
towards God, by the refurrection of Jefus from the 
dead. In this one fad they fee the indictm.ent w^hich was 
againft them, w^hich was contrary to them, taken out of 
the way, and they have boldn^s to enter into the hofi- 
eft, through the blood of Jefus. 

The fuperior joy which fuch perfons feel in their gra- 
cious acceptance with God, no one can xjueftion, who 
knows what different ideas true Chrif ians conceive from 
‘ the refl: of mankind, both of his holinefe and the defert 
of their own ofiences. The only reafon why pardon of 
fln is not univerfally coveted more than beauty, wealth, 
or honor, is becaufe men are generally full of prefump- 
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tion and infideli^- But fuppofe your guilt was now 
placed before you in its true point of light, fo tliat 
wherever you went 'or whatever you were doing, this 
poignant, awful thought forced itieif upon your mind, 
I have been an enemy to God, for I have in my prac- 
tice denied his government, and I have robbed him of his 
glory. I have abufed his goodnefs^ wearied his patience 
and provoked his juftice^to fliut me out of Heaven and 
his favor : what muft I do to be faved r’’ 

Suppofe in this diftrefs, yopr underftanding was en- 
lightened, and your foul brought to rely uppn God, man- 
ifeft in the llefh,ion purpofe to feek and fave thofe who 
were loft by fin, as you now with grief perceive yourfelf. 
Can you conceive a joy equal to a change from fuch fears 
' to a good hope ? Can you iniagine a mor.e pleafing alter- 
ation of circumftances, than to have grace, mercy, and 
peace from God the Father, and from the Lord Jefus 
Chrijly fucceed the black clouds that every moment 
threatening to burft over your head ? Though the bleff- 
ing be purely fpiritual, and therefore fet at noughf by the 
multitude, who never knew pain ^r their fins ; yet to 
you it muft prove a Ipring of joy, as much beyond tem- 
poral bleflings^ as the falvation of the foul is more defira- 
ble to all who know its worth, than any fading good be? 
low, however ufeful in its place. 

A fecond blelfing joined always with the kndwlc;dge of 
Chrift, is the privilege of adoption into the family of God. - 
To give fome j uft idea of the pieaiure derived from tlience, 
v/e muft e^iplain the natute of adoption, as it anciently ob- 
tained. It was cuftomary, efpccially in the ftates of 
G; rece and Ropie^ for a nian of vveakh, in default.of ifiij^c 
from his ow’n body, to make choice of forae perfon, up- 
on wJiom he put his own name, proclaiming him his 
heir, and requiring him to relinquifti his own relations, 
and never- return to his own family. In this a<ft there was 
an imitation of nature, by which the aifticlive failure of 
oftspring from themfelvesj was fupplt^d by lomething as 
much like a child of their own, as pofiible. The perfon 
thus adopted was by law entitled^.o the inheritance upon 
the deceafe of his adopter ; and however void of the 
leaf! title to fuch a benefit before, was now mvefted wUh 
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the fame privilege, as if he had been bSrn the fon of his 
bci1efad:or. , 

Suppofe this ad of adoption talking place in favor of 
fome dtfolate orphan, how confpicuous would be his ex- 
altation ! How exceedingly pleafing the change of his con- 
dition ! .In the judgment of the world, how happy the 
pbjed of fuch a profperous providence 1 

But worfe is our lAtural ftate than* that of a deftitute 
orphan. The Redeemer affirms, that we are wretched, 
and miferable, and poor, and blind, and naked, till our 
rela ion to him by living faith, at once enriches us with 
all fpiritual bfeffings. If this be a hard paying and en- 
T^ges the world, all believers in Chrift acknowledge fuch 
>vas their own cafe, and fee their own pidure in it. In 
this deplorable condition, %hey heard, underllood, and 
believed the record Go,d, h^s given-— that he fent his own 
Son, made of a woman, made under’ the law, to redeem 
them that were tmder the law, that they mignt receive 
the adoption of fons, be fellow-citizens with the faints, 
apd of ^he houftiold of God : Fer to as many as received 
" bim^ to them gave he power or privilege to become tin Sons of 

Cod. T 1 r 

Have not perfons, who receive Xo great a gift^ plcalurc 

above all men in the- world ? Have they not caufe to cry 
out in joyful admiration. ‘ Behold what manner of love the 
Father bath heftowed upon us^ that we Jhould be called the 
Sons of God ^ What an height of honor, to be adopted 
into a relation with himfelf, which makes them rich to 
ail eternity I For all things^ faith the Lord, {peaking by 
his apoftle to true believers, are yours ^ whetMr ^ Paul^ or 
'"Molios^ or Cephas ; all me^s^ ordinames^ or minijlers for 
your fpiritual good ; or the worlds all things in it, ^ far as 
they can be of any real fervice, or life^ as long ^ its ^n- 
tinuance can be a favor, and when it ceafes, Death lhall 
be ^in— Things prefent and things to come, all temporal 
and eternal mercies are yours, and ye are Chriji j, and 

Chrift is Gods. . • r • 

What an inheritance is this 1 Who can know it is his 
own by the free gift ct God, through the redemption 
that is in Jefus Chrift, and not rejoice f 
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This joy is infpired and fupportcd by the fpirit of adop* 
iion^ connc6i:ed both in the new covenant and in the 
hearts of believers with the privilege of adoption, Wc 
are fallen to a great diilance from God, which is encreaf- 
ed by our wilf ul offences againfl him, of which our con- 
fciences accufe us. Eut ’ unprovoked aggreffors, can 
hardly ever believe the party they have greatly injured, 
does fully forgive them. So, aftg^r our moft unreafona- 
ble and multiplied tranfgreflions, we arc naturally in 
pain about the intentions of our Maker concerning us. 
This diftruR: aggravates our mifery, and prevents our re- 
ceiving confolaiion from above, when mofl we need it. 
Jlence men under flieir diftrefs, inftead of fleeing to God. 
in aiHance and love as a tender Father, approach HJm, 
pcwupelled by their necefilty with a faultering tongue and 
trembling heart. ^Sucli is the gloomy condition of the 
multitude refpecling God, as 'daily" obfervation proves. 
Did they trull in him, as their father and friend, they 
would not as they do, fink, and be dlfmayed under their 
diflreffes, or be unwilling to think of him, and call on his 
name. /Fhc cafe is happily the reverfe with real believ- 
ers. The Holy Ghoft deferibes the Hate of their minds 
in thefe v/ords : Xe have not received again the fpirit of ' 
bojidage to fear ^ but ye' have received the fpirit of adoption^ 
whereby we cry^ Abba^ Father^ the Spirit iff elf beareth wiU 
nefs with our fpirit that we arc the children of God. They 
look up to him with the fweet afibrance children have 
in their afibclionate parents — ^Not ir^.timidated by infin- 
ite majelly, or confcioyfneis of guilt, .fs if it fnould be ar 
venged tipon them ; not in cSrkncfs, about the inten- 
tions of God towards them, but alTuredby his own pro- 
mife, ratified to them by his Spirit, that he is their God, 
and they his peofile ; or if fufificions of his love towards 
them begin to rife, they Hill exercife the fpirit of adop- ' 
lion ; for witli holy fhaine they lament their unbelief, 
they make known to him all their %vants, and ' 
wait in humility, till he fees fit to help and comfort; 
them. 

Ranfack now all the boalled fourccs of gratililatlon in 
the world. 1 defy you to produce a plcafure arifing 
from them, which can Hand in competition with an 
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heart free from every other care than that of ferving 
him in our ftation, knowing he is our great and ali-luf- 
ficient friend. The calm of mind, the funftiine, the en- 
tire complacency in God, which. the fpirit of adoption 
creates, is called the kingdom of God within ; not by 
erring men, who ufe high flights in their exprelhons, 
but by the Saviour himielf — And the more believers 
grow in grace, and in the love, and knowledge of Chrift, 
the more they are fure to enjoy of the ipirit of adoption 
in all its fruits. 

Another peculiar fource of pleafure, infeparable from 
thofe already named, is the union of excellent tempers 
formed in true Chrijiians^ by theKoly Ghoh. Ifx their 
repentance (difeouraging as repentance founds) picalure 
mingles even with their tears. They love to abafe 
themfelves before Gcpd, giving due Iionor to his juiiice, 
holinefs, and majefty. They have a pleafure ir loathing 
themfelves for their paft ill-condud towards Hiui, who 
hands not over them with a rod of iron to punifii their 
tranfgrellions, but holds fqrth the feepter of his grace, 
that they may approach him and live forever. They 
feel pleafure when they return to God and lay, we come 
to thee, thou art the Lord whom we will ferve What, 
by the bafeft facrilege we fo long alienated from thy fer- 
vice, we now reft ore. Take all the powers of our foul 
and body : pofTefs and employ them only in thy work, 
and to thy glory. When believers difeiaim their own 
bafe interefts without intending to keep any thing from 
God, without making conditions, or halting between 
tw’O opinions, as if inclined to retracf the furrender of 
themfelves, there is always much pleafure interwoven in 
the very exercifes of repentance. But much more in adls 
of faith towards our Lord Jefiis Cbri/i, Thefe are lively 
acknowledgements of the higheft obligations, and nobleft 
motives to love and obey, and the fureft foundation for 
joy and triumph. What can you imagine more delight- 
ful than for men w*ho fee thenafelvek finful and mifcrable, 
to hear the voice of the Son of God, who fays he will 
deliver the poor and needy when they cry unto him, and 
them who have no helper ? They feel their own empti- 
nefs, and know all fulnefs dwells in him for their relief. 
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^ They bow at his foot-ftool ready to pcrilh, and he re- 
ceives them as the Father the returning prodigal, to'put 
upon them the beft robe. They confefs their defert of 
wrath, and he moft gracioully grants them an ample 
pardon. They know without his interpolition, they 
muft have been condemned to hell, and behold, he has 
exalted them by his own life, and his death on the crols, 
into children of God, and heirs of glory. What,, 
like thefe views, can excite pleafing fenfations in the 
mind ? 

Thefe, reader, are permanent fources of pleafufe pecu- 
liar to real believers in Chrift. From hence they hand 
quite independent of the world for their higheft fatisfac- 
tion, and enjoy much comfort in fpite of all difappoint- 
ments from it. 

Befides, there are feafons in which it pleafes God to fill 
them with joy unfpeakable, and full of glory. This 
he generally does, as appears from experience, before they 
are called to fevere trials, or when they arc preparing for 
more extenfive ufefulnefs. Then, in a remarkable de- 
gree, God is their exceeding joy. There are alfo fre- 
quently feafons of devotions, both public and fecret. 

When their fouls 

Snatch’d by the Sp'rit's power from their ecKs 
Of thraldom, ftel themfe ves up-hom 
On plumes of txtacy, and bold/ fpring 
Op to the porch of Heaven. 

Confider thefe feveral fources of pleafure ^culiar to 
true believers, and fee their amount. 

They alone poffefs that excellent knowledge which 
brings with it the peace of God, and the bleflings of re- 
demption — They alone are children of God by adoption 
. ♦ and grace, and have the heart of children towards him. 
They alone are confeious of faith, repentance, love, hope, 
and every grace, in which the divine image conf&s. 
They alone experience communion with God; and 
fometimes feel tranfport, which they remember, with 
lively thankfulnefs, long after the particular fenfatiou is 

worn off from which it arofe. 
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'Let not the wife man then glory in bis wifdotni tieiiher let 
the mighty man glory in his might ; let not the rich man glory 
in his riches^ for neither learnings knowledge^ power ^ or wealth 
afford the hejl plfiafures we can enjoy : but let him that glori- 
etb glory in thuy that he underftandeth or knoweth Gody who, 
though Heaven is his throne, doth indeed dwell with 
the faithful on earth, and in their behalf excrcifeth lev- 
ing’kindnefs^ judgment y and rightecufnefsy for in ihefe things 1 
dclighty faith the Lord, Jer. xi. 

Judge not then w ilh the eye of flclh, what is the beft 
fource of prefent pleafure : for it is no more perceptible 
by fenfe, than the excellencies of the mind, than learn- 
ing or genius. And, as you w^ould juhly meet wdth uni- 
verfal contempt for ignorance, fhould you dare to fay, 
the hudy of the fine arts, or difeoveries in nature, can 
give no pleafure becaufe beyond the comprehenfion of the 
multitude, and neither (howy nor palpable like the joys 
ofthefenfual ; fobe affured,you bl^pheme the honor of 
God, deny his truth, and beivray your own dark hate 
to all the excellent of the earth, w^hen you dare quef- 
tion the prefent plcafures eiijoycd, by eVery^ one who be- 
lieves in Chrifi: to the faving of his foul. 

- Pray, therefore, that you may be taught of God, and 
darknefs be made light before you— Then w’ill your grefs 
miftakes, ariling from a depraved heart, be rectified. 
Then will you clearly fee, that Chri/iians are not 
more diftinguilhed by purity of life, than their fuperior 
pleafures. Then V'ill you underhand, that (contrary to 
the defpicable opinion the world holds of their fober fin* 
gularity, and the impious prejudices which every where 
prevail againh it) the eye never faw any thing fo grand 
and beautiful amongh the objedls of fenfe ; nor did the 
ear ever hear any thing fo^ delightful or advantageous, 
nor, amongh all the fciences, did the naind ever compre- 
hend any thing fo adapted to give, with excellence, 
joy to the foul, as the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him, even before the fohs of 
men i which things. are given to them cn thi? hde the 
grave, as an earneft of what they fliall pofiefe for ever 
in glory. 
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If this great aflertion be ftill fufpe6bed, and full 
proof demanded that fuch joy, is rational, certain* 
and neceflary, it lhaU be produced in the following 
chapter. 
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C H A iP f E R Lt; 

On the Pleasures peculiar to a Christian^ 



There is nothing at firfl view^ per- 
haps, triore lirarigc than the ftrong prejudices in men pro^ 
it&Xi^ChriJlianityi againft the joy it was revealed to infpirci 
That the dodlrinc of falvation by Ghrift crucified only* 
fhould offend, is no wonder ; for our high fpirit knows 
not how to brook the felf-abafement it demands j no^ 
any better, his pure precepts from the imiverfal felf-de-* 
iiial they enjoin. But that men, calling themfelres Chrip^ 
fhould quatrel even with the joy their own religion 
promife^ and pour difgrace upon it as at variance with 
reafon* is a furpriiing faiT. Since upon the bare report 
of fuch pleafurc and joy, one would conclude our natur- 
al delire of happinefs mull ftrongly prompt us to %vijh it 
were a reality, whilft many cutting difappointments from 
the world, muft inefine us to think it reafonahle^ fome 
friendly fanftuary fhould be provided for all who love 
the Lord, where fdid joys might certainly be found. 

But upon examination we fhall fully dcte6t the ground 
of this ftrange prejudice againft the joys fpringing from^ 
^the faith of Chrift^ For were they allowed to be. real 
men muft pafs for pounterfeits, who are ftrangers to 
them by their own confeflion. They muft be forced to 
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fee how dcfpicablc is their religion, which confifts in af- 
fenting to fcripture-truths without feeling their power ; 
in a round of duties, without fpiritual life ; or in being 
honeft, fober, and harmlefs, without any mo^e delight in 
God than inhdels know. So that the whole charadcr, 
peace, and fecurity of nominal in their own 

judgment, are at ftake. Whereibre they arc bribed in 
regard to their own quiet, to cry down, as rank enthuh- 
afm, thofe joys to which themfelves are ftrangers. Be - 
iides, the ipirit which luilieth in us to envy, cannot en- 
dure others fhould receive tokens of love from God,^ 
which we cuidelves know not* 

To thefc caufes, inforced by a few inftances perhaps of 
real delufion, we may fairly aicribe that general and llub- 
born prejudice againft one of the nobleft privileges of ^ 
ChriJiiaii,}oj God. , 

In vindication, therefore, of this privilege^ Hhall prove 
it is- rcajhuible to conclude-, that real Chrijiians may expe- 
rience, from the fources already named, much delight j 
certain they do, and necejfary they fliould. 

It is mod reafonable to conclude, that real Chrijiians 
may experience much delight, becaufe God reprefents 
himfelf under the characler of a Father to the faithful in 
Chriji jeftis^ in a fenfe which none befides theniiclves can 
lay claim to. It would be endlefs to cite all the paiTages 
which aifert this important diftindion. The Redeemer, 
in the ftrongeft terms, diftinguiihes all believers from the 
red of mankind : Whofotverjhall do the will cf my Father 
(by believing in and obeying me) the fame is my brother^ 
and fjier^ and mother. When he was going to heaven, 
he faid unto the reprCfentatives of his church in ail ages, 
/ afeend to my Father^ and your Father^ to my God^ and your 
God, The^ fame didinction is made by the apodle ; he 
exhorts thofe who were wavering, whether they diould 
forfake their idolatrous friends and relations, to embrace 
the gofpel for this reafon, that then God would receive 
ihem^ and be a Father to ihem^ and they fbould be his fms and 
daufjters, 2 Cor. vi. - ^ 

As God then dands in fo near and peculiar a relation 
to the faithful, what more rational than to conclude hit 
love for them, far furpaffes the afleclion of earthly par-* 
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cnts towards their offspring. But wliat parent, worthy 
of that tender name, ever refufes to maniCcll the delight he 
takes in his children, as they are able to bear fuch kind 
regard ; Or docs not ftudy by numerous cxpreilions of 
love, to render their ftate of fubjedion, a pleafure to 
them ? And is it not perfectly reafonabie to conclude, the 
eternal Father may as fenfibly diffinguilh between believ- 
ers and hypocrites, as w’e do between our duteous child- 
ren, who want encouragement, and {tubborn ones, who 
muff be ke|>t under a frown ? That to ufe his own^vords, 
his fecret fhould be with them that fear him, and he 
fhould fhew them his covenant ; whilft others remain at 
a diftance from him, without any fpiritual light, grovel- 
ing in the pleaiures of fm and the things of time, which 
they bafely prefer to God, and all the riches of his grace? 
Certainly this is a molT rational conclufion, efpecially 
when it is confidered, that through the vhole Bi- 
ble, believers are declared to be the dclierht and p-lorv 
of God. " "" 

It is in vain ta objccl againff this, as implying too great 
a {loop in him, and making men of too great importance. 
Bccaufe the feripture account of the connexion bctv/cen 
God and the faithful ftrongly aiii'rms, that fuch conde- 
fceiifion and regard is paid to them. He, thcreix/re, 
who is ready upon eitht?r of thefe preiumtions to mock 
at the mention of joy in God, arifing from the near and 
dear relation believers bear to liim,^ defpifeth not man, 
but his adorable Creator, who promifeth of his lupera- 
bounding grace, I will d-well in tbem^ and walk 
and I will be their God and they [hall be ir.y people, 2 Cor. vi. 

It is iiiofl reafonabie to conclude, believers in Chrif: 
may experience peculiar dcliglit , bccaufe they kck all 
their joy in God alone. The acquiiidon of ridies wiil 
not fatisfy them, nor the enjoyment cf liealth, honor, or 
long iite. Lord,, they fay, who is like unto thee ? Lift thou 
tip the light of thy countenance upon us. This will put more 
joy into our hearts^ than the increafe of corn and wtne^ And 
is it enthufiafiTi to conclude, that God, \vho both defer ves 
and ilriclly requires fuch fupreme affection, iliould reward 
every one who pays it to him ; Or that when men arc 
Ib divindy changed to prefer the favor of God infim- 
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itely before their own worldly intereft, and erery fcnfu- 
al gratification, they fhould receive the completion of 
this gracious and ample promife ; / love them that love 
and they that fcek me early Jhatl find me. Riches and honor are 
voith me^ yea durable riches and righieoufnej's ; that / may 
caufe thofe who love me to inherit Jubjiance, and I will fill their 
treafiires, Frov, viii. 17, 

Further, w^e may reafonably conclude that the pleafures 
believers enjoy are high and peculiar, when w^e confider 
the force with which parental love always breaks out to- 
wards children, who, zealous for the honor and rights of a 
father, endure bitter pcrfecution on that account. What 
pofiible demonflration of affcftioh is then with-held ? if 
we, therefore, (to ufe our Lord’s argument) being evil, 
Icnow how to reward by every evidence of great delight 
in them, our excellent children, how much more lhall 
our heavenly Father give tokens of his delight iq 
them, w^ho fuIFer for zeal in his caufe, and love of his 
name ? 

But no one can be a Ghrijlian^ according to the ferip-? 
ture definition, without fufferingfor it. Begin, wdioev^ 
er thou art, by thy example to rebuke not only fcandalous 
■vices, but all the ihameful hypocrify oinommil Chrijlians ; 
and thou lhalt very foon find enough to try thy courage, 
patience, and fidelity. If thou art poor, the lofs of Work 
and bread to eat, lhall be held up before thee by the 
ungodly, to deter thee from being more religious, thaq 
they like. If thou art young and dareft to tike no pains 
to iWe godly, than thofe about thee choofeto take them- 
felves, thou flialt feel a domefiic perfecution, which though 
it makes little noife, is very grievous to flelh and blood. 
In fuch cafes does not found reafon juftify feripture afler? 
tions, teaching us to conclude. God will afford fome coum 
ter balance to ail the bitter fpeeches, and fpiteful ufage 
his confefTors experience ? That he will enlighten the eyes 

their underjianding^ to know what is the hope of his callings 
and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the faints^ 
and what is the exceeding, greatnefs of his power towards 
ihem that believe ? Is it weak and enthufiafiic to conclude, 
there is in all fuch cafes joy imparted from the Lord to 
fulfil the feripture— fioalt hide them in the fecret of 
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thy prefence frcm the pride of men : ihou fhalt keep them fe- 
cretly in a pavilion from the ftrife of tongues ? Pf. xxxi. 1 9 . 
The AlmigJity is reprefented in this paffage as giving 
his faithful people fo lively a lenfe of his love and pro- 
tedion, as keeps them from growing weary in his fervice, 
or from any inclination to be le£ bold for the truth. 
By his fecret confolations, they pafs their time, as in a 
pavilion pitched in a delightful garden, though the ftrife 
of oppofmg or reviling tongues be heard around them, 

V^ich pofition then is moft reafonable and confonant 
to the feripture character of God, to affert, that he does, 
or does not manifeft his love in a peculiar degree to tiiofe 
who. love him ? Allowing the promifes in the Bible arc 
truth, judge, who are abftird and grofsly miftaken, nom- 
inal Chrifinns^ pofttivc againft any communications of 
joy ; or real believers, who maintain that a life of felf- 
denied obedience ir* the feryice of God, abounds with 
this fpiritual blefling ? 

To conclude this point, it is highly reafonable to fup- 
pofe the faithful in Chrift have joy peculiar to themfelves, 
bccaufc their eternal ftate will difler infinitely, from 
what* awaits the world of the ungodly. The latter har- 
dened, alas ! even to the hour of death, will then meet 
incenfed Judge ; remain in all their filthinefs, and 
feel the mifery of endlcfs punifhment. The former 
leave the body to enter, we' are alTured, into the pref- 
encje^ of the Lord. I would aik then, does not reafon 
lead us to conclude fome anticipation of this blifs is en- 
joyed, before its fullnds ? And that the bleffed heirs of 
ialvation, whoarefo fbon to inherit the promifes in their 
utmoft completion, fhould have delightful acquaintance 
with their meaning here, and joy in their God, the fame 
in kind as that refer ved for them in Heaven r That thofe, 
whom the King of Kings will reward with eternal glory, 
in the prefence of men and angels, fliould rejoice in the 
bleffed hope, be fealed of him, and have the earneft of 
his fpirit in their hearts ? Is not this much mere reafon- 
able, than to fuppofe that men, who in one day may be 
as wndely diftant from each other as heaven and hell, 
fliould be alike deftitute of any fpiritual jvoy ; fhould 
both he left to go on tUl the hour of final fepiratioa, one 
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fio more than the other, experiencing the light of God’s 
countenance ? Certainly no man can name a greater ab- 
furdity than this fuppofition. 

What has been offered proves fufficiently, I trull, it is 
no mark of a weak, enthufiaftic mind, to conclude the 
members of Chrill have peculiar and great delight, whiclv, 
though often decried as delufion, appears upon due oi- 
amination, pcrfedly raiional. 

Thus far I have argued only in favor of the reafona* 
hlenefs of concluding real Chrijiians may polFefs joy in God. 
But I advance farther, and prove by the higheft authori- 
ty, that they aElually do — becaufe the prophets foretell, 
the Redeemer promifes, and the apoftles record the ad- 
mirable joy peculiar to the church of^ Chrift. 

The prophets foretell it in terms as ftrong and clear as 
cither the holinefs of Chrijiians^ or the glory of their Re- 
deemer. In the Ixxxixth Pfalm, the whole body of tlie 
faithful are defer ibed in the following words : Blejcd is 
ihepCGple who know the joyful found. They foall walk, 0 Lord, 
in the light of thy countenance. ' In ihy name jhall they rejoice 
all the day and in thy righteoufnefs foall they be exalted : for 
thou art the glory of their ferengih, and in thy favor their 
horn fhall be exalted. Tor the Lord is our defence, the holy 
cne of Ifraelis our king. What flironger colors could be 
ufed, to paint a life, which was one feene of pleafure ? 
For the abounding joy believers in Chrift poflels from 
'^thc knowledge of redemption by him, as revealed in the 
cverlafting gofpci, here called the joyful found, is the prin- 
cipal figure, which in this painting ftrikes every eye. 

Under the diredion of the fame unerring fpirit, Ifaiak 
deferibes the Chrijtian church as joying before God accord- 
ing to the joy in harveji, and as men rejoke when they divide 
the fpoil : whilft the foie caufe of their exultation is, that 
unto us a child is born, unto us afon is given, and his’ ham 
Jhall be called Wonderful, Counfellor, the mighty God, the 
evsrlajiing Father, the Friiue of Peace. Ifai. ix. 6. 

In another palTage he deferibes the church of Chrih, 
under tlie image Of perfons invited by the Lord of Hofls 
to a great fchivity, v/herc pleafures croud to regale each 
appetite, and every thing which can exhilarate, is poured 
forth in great abundance. Ifai, xxv. In a third pafiage 
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he deferibes them returning to Sion, or Heaven, with 
Ibngs and everlafting joy upon their heads. Each o£ 
thefe paffages (with a vaft number more that might be 
produced) wholly relate to the temper of mind by which 
the church of Chrift fhould be diftinguifhed. This is al- 
ways mentioned as the proper ftate of thofe happy fouls* 
^to whom it is given to believe in Chrift. But does the 
pidure bear the leaft refemblance to the perfons it ia 
drawn for, unlefs real Chrijlians are a people much ac- 
quainted with pleafure ? Between nominal Chrijlians^ 
who have no more joy in God than a Turk or Jew^ and 
the Chrijlians deferibed by the prophets, there is no likc- 
nefs — Yet fo pofitive are the prophets in affirming ftich 
pleafure lhall be enjoyed in the church of Chrift, that 
the faithfulnefs and veracity of God ftand engaged to 
make good the- delightful predicHoh. And unlefs wc 
deny the authority of the prophetic books, wc muft al- 
low Chrijlians certainly poffefs incomparable joys. 

What the prophets with one mouth foretold, the 
Redeemer confirms by many declarations and promifes. 
On account of the joy his gofpel, when underftood and 
believed, infpires — The kingdom of Heaven^ fays he, is like 
unto a treafure hid in a Jidd^ the which when a man hath 
' founds he bideth^ and for joy thereof goeth^ and felleth all that 
• he hath^ and buyeth that field* Mat. xiii. 44. vVe know 
how much the news of an eftate unexpededly left to us* 
elevates the poor heart of man. In the lame manner, 
our Lord affirms, a clear view of falvation by him, afteds 
his believing people. In another place, he declares that 
the immediate efFed of faith in his name, is fuch abund- 
ant fatisfadion of foul, as extinguiilies all burning defirc 
after any thing below, and caufes freih confolations td 
fpring up to an overflowing fullnefs, till all the believer’s 
wants are entirely removed, and all his defires completely 
latisfied in the enjoyment of eternal life. Whofoever drink- 
eth of thc^ater^thatl fnallghe hi m^fiall never thirjl^ hut the 
water that I fhall give him jhall heinhim a well ofvoater fpritig-^ 
ingup into everlajling life, Joh. iv. 14. He that believeth on me^ 
as the feript lire hath f aid ^ out of his belly jhail flow rivers of 
living waters ^ But this fpake Jefus of the Spirit, which 
they that believe' on him Ihould receive, fob, vii. How 
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could the joy of Chrijiiam be more ftrongly deferibed or* 
more pofitively^fHrmed ? And this enjoymeiit is not con- 
fined to fome eminent followers of Chrift, but infured as 
the common privilege of all who drink of the water he 
giveth, of every one who believeth on his name. What 
^efus taught the woman of Samaria^ at one time, and the 
vaft concourfe of his hearers at another, refpeaing the 
peace and joy which refult from faith in his name, under 
the figure of a fountain, and rivers of living water, he 
litterally affirms in his laft converfation with his apof- 
tles. He tbaihath my commandments (underfiands, receives, 
and embraces them all) and keepeth lbe?n, (not only extols, 
but will not break them, what ever he may lofe or fuffer 
on that account,) be it is that loveth me t and he that 
kvetb me^ jhall be loved of my Father^ and 1 *lviU love him^ 
cud manlfeji myjelf to binu He fhall not onW be the obje<5k 
of my delight and love, but live favored with oifeover- 
ies of my power, grace, and faithfulnefs. One of his dif* 
ciples, clearly underftanding the Redeemer meant fomd 
ineftimable favor, which they and not the world were to 
enjoy, alks him, How is zV, that thou wilt manifeji ihyfeif un- 
to uSy and not unto the world ? anjwered^ and fetid uni§ 

hbiij if any man love me^ he will keep my words ^ and my Fa- 
ther will love hiiiiy and we will come unto him^ and make our 
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who firft received the faith of the gofpel. After the day 
of Pentecoft, the apoftolio church is deferibed in ‘ feveral 
particulars. And their ftate of mind, which (hewed itfeif 
indeed in their aclions, is (ufScicntly marked out by two 
words : gladnefs^ or exultation, and finglencfs of heart. In 
the fame book of the after mention Philip* s preach- 

ing in the city of Smiariafit is remarked there was great 
joy in that city. When the jailor, into whofe cuftody St- 
Paul was delivered, bad once heard the word of the Lord, 
befides the adiions which he did immediately upon believ- 
ing, which plainly (liewed great alacrity of heart, it is 
exprefsly added, that Ik rejoiced. The fame account is giv- 
en of the "'Ethiopian eunuch’. As foon as Philip had preached 
Jefus^ unto him^ he was baptized^ and though his heaven ap- 
pointed guide was fnatched from him, yet thejgofpel taking 
place in his heart he went on his way^ it is no£ faid reafoning, 
or deeply meditating only, ‘but rejoicing. Indeed we have 
reafon to think that all who heard the gofpel to any good 
purpofe, heard it with the fame fentiments of delight and 
joy. They behaved at firft as perfons quite amazed and 
furprifed with the grace of God. Before habit or im- 
provement could have time to manifeft itfeif, they were 
raifed by the pure joy of the gofpel above this world, and 
ready in its defence to embrace the martyr^s (lake. 

From what has been faid, it appears that not only the 
prophets foretold the fliithful in ’ Chrifr (hould proclaim 
the incomparable worth of his gofpel by their joy in God ; 
not only did the Redeemer pfomife his peace and joy. to 
his difciples and declare that their joy (liould be full ; but 
when his name was firft preached, the genuine efTeft of it, 
in every place, was gladnefs of heart. You mull, there- 
fore, either adirm, that the Chriflians, deferibed in the 
Bible, and thofe who lived when the gofpel was firft 
preached, differ in fpecies from ail who live now, though 
.they fincerely profefs the fame faith, and love the fame 
Lord ; or you muft grant it is a fad, that ail real Chrihlians 
have joy in the God of their falvatioh. 
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- • We have already proved it is reafonable 

to conclude, and certain from the teftimony of Chriil, the 
prophets, and apoftles, that peace and joy in God are the 
privilege of Chrift’s church. 

It is urged to invalidate tlicfe proofs, that perfecution 
in the fjrft ages of Chri/iianity, called for great mariifefta- 
tions of divine love, which are now no longer to be ex- 
pedcd or vouchfafed. 

As this miftake is become very general, and its influence 
extremely pernicious, it fliall receive a full refutation, and 
be expofed in allitsabfurdity. 

Adopt this falfe notion, and fcripture itfelfmuft lofe its 
value. For we may fay with as much reafbn of the 
whole, as of thole paflages which have been urged above, 
that they were delivered to particular perfonson particu- 
lar occallons. Wherefore, if fcripture belongs to thofe 
to whom it was firfl addrefled, in a fenfe it belongs not 
to the church in every age, then the Bible, inftead of be- 
ing a fyftem of eternal truth, and an invariable rule of life, 
equally ohligatoiy on all Chriftians, wall dwindle into an 
antiquated, obfoletc book.' It will abfolutely require a 
diferimination to be fettled between the fcripture deligiied 
for the comfort and joy of the firfl; believers in Chrift, and 
what thofe who live in after- ages in ay claim : jufl as 
fomepapifts divide the practical part of the ,New-Tefla- 
ntent into abfolute commands, which belong to all, and 
counfels of perfe^flion given only to a few. 

Befides, this notion is contrary to fcripture : St. fohn 
declares the end for which he labored to eftablifh Chrif 
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tianity^ was not merely the belief of the miracles, death, 
and refurreclion of Chrift, but that ye ^ faith he, might have 
fellou'Jhip with us^ i. e. an equal fhare in all the high priv- 
ileges, holy influences, and divine confolations, which be- 
long to that one body the church, of which Chrift him- 
felf, full of power and glory, is the head. . But we flatly 
contradi(^ this apoftle, when we affirm there is any differ- 
. ence in point of fpirkuai privileges between even the clidf- 
en twelve, and all who have obtained like precious faith 
with them, to the end of time. 

Further, the abfurdity of this popular and pernicious 
miftake is no Icfs grofs, than its contradiction to the 
word of God is glaring. For have not all Cbrijlians one 
faith ? The truth which fan(5lilies them is invariable. 
Have they not one Spirit to reprefent this truth to the 
mind, and make it efledual ? Is not the pradice of duty 
in the fame extent required ? The fame facrifice of world- 
ly interefts ; the cutting ofFtlie right hand, and plucking 
out the right eye ? And is not one heaven the eternal re- 
ward of all true Chri/iians ? As in all ^thefe interefting 
points there is a perfed equality, how abfurd to make an 
mmenfe difference in the matter of prefept peace and joy 
from the influence of the fame truth, the fame hope, and 
the fame Spirit? 1 his is the more abfurd, becaufe the 
word of God teaches us, that no one is ever difpofed to 
apply to the heavenly phyfldan before the ficknefs of his 
foul compels him, and the fear of eternal death ; and 
that no one can be faved before he calls for mercy on the 
Lord, as aloft finner. But this convidion annihilates all 
diftance of time, all difference of external circumftances 
between the contemporaries o,f Chrift, and his apoftles, 
and fucceeding believers to the end of the world ; be- 
caufe witliout this convidion of fin, though Paul was 
preaching, or Jefus himfelf working miracks before our 
eyes, his lalvation muft be rejeded ; and with this con- 
vidion prefling on the mind, the record God has' given 
of his Son becomes ineftimably precious, and his falvatioa 
the one thing needful. 

i 1ms abfurd is the notion fo conftantly urged, to evade 
the plaincft promifes of great peace and joy to all true 
believers $ and to keep thofe eafy in a formal profeL 
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*fion o{ ChriJlianit'j^vAp experience nothing of its excel- 
lent powef. 

" We mnft add the evidence of daily facts to. the united 
teftimony of prophets, apoftlcs, and the Saviour, that real 
believers in his name have joy in God. How can we 
otherwife account for the total alteration of choice and 
condud in fome of every rank, age and temper, as foon as 
they truly believe in Chrift ? All thefe with one voice 
avow’ they never knew true happhifs^ before they knew 
the truth. Whatever the plealiires of fin \vere to them, 
they confefs is far exceededi by their fpiritual joy. Hence, 
long after the terrors of the Lord have ceafed to w’ork 
upon their minds, tliey keep at a dikance from fin, from 
' perfons, pleafures, and anrafements, which before engaged 
their hearts, in order' to polTefs the peace and pleafures 
they have tailed jn the fervice of Chrift; 

- Nor can it be faid with any truth, all this arifes from 
notions put into their heads, or from the force of^ imag- 
ination. Becaufe a great number' have had no idea cl 
Ipiritual joy, till it fprang up in their hcaits, at once the 
object of their furprife, and the caufe of their preferring 
above all things the^ fervice of the liOrch Whilft the per- 
fect correfpondence 'this fpiritual joy bears-with the Icrip- 
ture promifes, its -foundation, and tlic uniform experi- 
ence of thofe who liave had no means of catching it from 
others, concur to deliver it from all reafonable fufpicion 
of religious deluflon. 

' We may further obferye, that many children whole , 
meek fpirit and excellent life cannot reconcile their prej- 
udiced parents to the power of religion, by whom they 
are treated with great harlhnefs, no one fpeaking a word 
in their favor. ' Thefe children are ftill far from dcfiring 
peace, by returnihg to their former gaity and faftiionable 
follies. They find ahveetnefs in fecrct pra^^er, in medita- 
tion, and reading the word of God, which even under their 
beloved parents cruel dilpleafure, is better to them than 
all their former merriment, with the friendlliip of the 
whole family. 

If it be faid, who knows there have been fuch inltances ? 
I anfwer, the hiftory of the church attefts there have been 
in ail ages, a-great number j and the excellent part^of the 
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Cbrijiian church, at this day, young as well as old, vouch 
this truth. It is on account of better pleafurcs, not from 
morofe humor, or fuperhitious fear, that they have loft all 
relifh for amufements they once purfued with eagernefs, 
defpiling all who did not, as they themfelves are now def- 
pifed. Unlefs, therefore, we fhut our cars againft the 
teftimonv of fcripture and our eyes againft the tcftimony 
of daily facfs, we muft allow that all who receive and 
obey the Lord Jefus Chrijl^ are ftiperior in point of joy to 
any people upon earth. 

As this is fad, fo it is neceflary Chriflians -fhould be fill- 
ed with peace and joy. Were men of a different make, 
or in a world more favorable to * the caufe of God, it 
would be then fufticient to mark out the line of duty too 
plain to be miPaken, and enforce it yjiik future rev^ards 
fo great, that no plcafure or gain from fm could weigh 
in the balance. • But it is plain from the flighteft confid-- 
eration of our nature, thaj: we greedily grafp after prefent 
joy ; and from o;ar birth have irppetuous inclinations to 
take pleafiire in vchat is evil and forbidden. Look upon 
young men. How are they prompted from within, and 
iblidted from without, to tranfgrefs, the m.oment they 
enter on the ftage of the world ! How biafted to prefcV 
vile paid mes and joys of fen fe, to all wife employment 
of their time ! With what indifterence, if not ftrongdif- 
guft, do they hear the authority of God condemning their 
favorite picafures. The female fex, though more rc- 
ftrained from eiyceiTes in youth, as eagerly delight in every 
vanity — ;in rlie lenft diftincHon for eiegance of form, gau- 
dy attire, or fplendld appearance. Plcafed they are to 
walk with cut-ftretclied necks and wanton eyes ; above ' » 
meafurc fond of levity and dlilinatirm, oi courfe obftinateiy 
averfe to CbriJlian faith and obedience. In the next pe- 
riod of life, though the objeds of gratification fomewhat 
vary, ftill inordinate affedion toy.airds tliem remains as 
vehement as ever ; ftill love of money, ambition, luxury 
or pride of life, leads the foul captive. 

Such is our conftitution : and from it arifes the necef- 
fity of prefent fplrituai peace and joy, to reconcile us per- 
fedly to a Cbrijiian life. Without thefe, teachers recom- 
mend in vain, the pradice of duty on account of it^ fa- 
iure rewards, jn prefereutce to prefent gratification. This 
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reward is only to be enjoyed after death, which men nat- 
urally chufe to put at a great diftance. Make, on the 
contrary, the propofal the Redeemer makes to his difei- 
ples, to eftablifli them in his fervice j prove there is no 
man that hath left houfes^ or brethren^ or father^ or 

mother^ or veife^ or children^ or lands ^ for his fake and the gef 
■peVs^ but (in point of enjoyment, through the confolations 
of Chrift, and the favor of his providence) be jhall receive 
an hundred fold now m this time^ houfes^ and hrtihren^ and 
JiJiers^and mothers^ an d childr en^ and lands ^ with perfecution^ 
and in the world to come^ eternal life, Mark x. Here you 
fee an immediate equivalent for any facrifice you are to 
make in love to Chrift, and cheerful obtdifnee to his 
will. This renders felf-denial not* only praclicable, but, 
upon the whole, grateful. Here is not, what otherwife 
muft: be mere authority to overaw'e, or ielfifli regard to 
cfcape the bitter pains of hell, but fuch fpiritual delight as 
makes us entirely approve of our choice, and freely avow 
to the glory of God, that we were utterly depraved and 
blind, for not embracing him and his fervice, as cur higlu 
eft and richeft portion, before. 

Beftdes, it is neceffary believers fhould have much peace 
and joy in the fervice of God, that tb^^ may obferve and 
do wbatfoever they are commanded^ they are commanded 
in every thing to give thanks^ to rejoice in the Lord evermore^ 
to be content with fuch thhigs as they have^ and to be patient in 
tribulation, Thefe tempers are but a juft acknowledgment 
of the mercies of redemption. But thefe tempers cannot 
dwell in the foul, till by tjie power of divine faith, it inher- 
its fpiritual biellings, which naturally excite thankfgiving, 
which reduce fufterings moft formidable in the eye of fenfe, 
to light afiiicfions, and felf-denials grievous to the flefli, in- 
to pleating teftimonies of unfeigned love to God — Take a- 
way thefe view^s, and fuppofe no delight to fpring up in the 
heart from the knowledge of Chrift, it will be then im- 
poflible to rejoice in tribulation, and under every crofs to 
give thanks. Bui if we are^ indeed^ rlfen with Chrift^ if 
our life is hid with him in Gody and we know that when he 
who is our life foall appear y we fball appear aljo with him in 
glory ; then vidory over our natural fears y and eonientment in 
the tnojh tryingtroubles are quite pt'adicable. And it w'crc 
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eafy to prove from the New Teftament, that true Chrf- 1 

tians are requefted in every thing to give thanks, becaufe 
they have received of the Lord fuch rich tokens of his 
love. It follows, therefore, that unlefs we have joy in 
in God, our hearts will be enamored of fome mean and 
bale obje£l to his dilhonor, and our own ruin ; nor lhall 
we be able to give him the glory of a cheerful fubmiffion j 

to his will in all things. Comparing, therefore, our con- | 

dition with the obedience and tempers of a real believer, I 

it muft be allowed, there is abfolute need of fpiritual peace j 

and joy peculiar to believers, and fuperior to every thing j 

the world can offer ; and all who will fubmit to the au - ! 

thority of feripture, muft be convinced of the reafonable- 
nefs, reality, and excellent ufe of joy in God. 

I fhall only add a caution againft a wrong conftrucHon 
of this grand privilege of the Chrifiian church, and an ex- 
hortation to all, as they defireprefent happinefsj’to feek j 

in tlie firft place, the knowledge of Chrift. i 

It muft be remembered then, that the peace and joy ; 

proved above, vary in degree according to feveral cir- j 

cumftances. The weak in faith enjoy but little in com- j 

parifon of the ftrong. A fmall ftorm is enough to terri- j 

f y the former, and make them dread a fiiipwreck ; whilft | 

the latter, from clearer knowledge of God’s will and lov- i 

ing kindnefs-, can truft, without pain, to the care of their : 

unerring pilot, though the tempeft rages, and neither fun l| 

or moon, or ftars are fecn for many days. Contempt, re- 
proach, and Handers, wound exceedingly new difciples,^ 
who over-rate the judgment of men ; whilft thofe who 
are duly mortified to the world, can wait with cheerful- 
nefs till their innocence is vindicated by the Lord, whom 
they ferve. Some are apt foon to yield to difeouraging 
appearances, if theft verity of a conflifl: with their vile 
affecUons continues ; whilft others, like veteran foldiers, 
can follow undaunted the captain of thtiir falvation in the 
hotteft of the battle. Some (new-born babes, as the 
feripture calls them)' ignorant of the dicipline of their Fa- 
ther’s houfe, find it difficult to believe they are his dear 
children, when they ftrongly feel the diftemper of their 
nature, or loft the fenfible fweetnefs of communion with 
God \ or arc fgrely afflicted for a great length time, 

^ 
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whiift others who judge truly, and underhand his mind 
and will, no longer eriimate their ovm fafety of growth 
in ^T?,cQ,foIcIy by their ov.m feelings. Some, full of de- 
lire to be without fpot, and imperceptibly to themfelves, 
trufting in part to their own graces, are ready to defpond 
at the light of their iiifiriiiiiies, and the many blemilhcs 
found in the bell 5 whilil others, 6f clearer judgment and 
more knowledge, only fink deeper into felf-abalemcnt, 
and, at the fight of both, cleave more iledfahly to Chrill 
their hope, and fo hold faft the confidence of their re- 
joicing. Some are in conhitu-tion alert, Ihxly, and confi- 
dent, which makes them more joyous, in the lame cir-* 
cumllances, than thole who are phlegmatic, dull, and 
timorous in their fpirit. 

in the fame perfons alfo, at dilTcrent times, fpiritual 
peace and joy will often vary from the llupifying power 
of bodily dilcafe, and according to their temptations, dil- 
igence in holy duties, faithfulnel’s to God, and his good 
pleafare, from \vhom all confolations flow; ' Wliilll, there- 
fore, v/e krenuoully m.aintain, the divine privilege of 
Cbrijimns is to rejoice in the Lord, Hill the degree, 'or 
continuance of that joy m.uH not be abiclutely fixed, or- 
made effbntial to faving faith. For then we fliall often 
make ftd the hearts of the righteous, whom Gcd would 
not have nfade fad ; and inftead of Hrengtheniiig the 
weak, and encouraging them to go on, beat them down. 
Kcvcrthelefs, if f rofellbrs of faith in Chrill are habitually 
Hrangers to joy in God, and pleafure in his fervice, of 
which fo many excellent things are fpeken in the Bible,- 
they haVc great realbii to fufpecl they are counterfeits’. 
It behoves ihem much to examine wdicther Ibme hatefuf 
idol, as m.oney, or forbidden pleafure, hufband, wife, or 
child does not rob God of their hearts : or whether they 
have not mean thoughts of ChriH’s power and grace but 
liigli ones of man’s obedience to obtain favor with Godl 
This ferutiny is quite necellary, and ought to be repeated 
with great Hriblnefs, becaufe it is certain the proper abid- 
ing ftate of real Crijlians^ is that of pleafure : The king- 
dom of God within them^is righteoiffnefs, peace^ff nd joy in this 
Holy GhoJL The great apollle w^as of this judgment, 
therefore, he earnellly prayed for the church at Ro?ne that 
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the God/^f hspei would Jill them with all peace and joy in 
believing^ and caufi them to abound in hope^ through the pow 
er of the Holy Ghojl given unto thenn • 

Since then the prefent advantages of triie faith are 
fo great, who.can have the feelings of humanity^ in the 
lowett degree, and not pray to God, O that all who 
hear this day, the found of the gofpel, were altogether 
Chrijiiam / O that the tongues of all in the facred office 
were employed, and the arm of the Lord revealed, to 
compel our fellow-linners to come into that grand fef- 
tivity for the foul, which he hath prepared, that his 
houfe might be filled ! ^ ^ 

Ye young, ye gay, ye rich and noble, be no longer 
prejudiced agaihft the Saviour, as if his excellent pre- 
pepts were too ftricf a rule for you to obferve; Exam- 
ine the matter clofely ; make trial of fubmifiion to him 
without referve. You will find his gofpel an embafly 
of peace and reconciliation from God, who is love, to 
a world of rebels up in arms againfi: him. An afiem- 
blage of privileges, promifes, and fpiritual delights, fuit- 
ed to all your wants, more than equal to your defires j 
and thus defigned to knit your hearts unto him^ 

Ccafe for ever, ye deluded vafials, to indulge in un- 
lawful love for women, wine, wealth, or honor, as if 
without thefe bafc fources of gratification, mull be 
niiferablci Hear, and be pcrfuaded ; the Pofi'elTor of 
heaven and earth, makes a marriage fupper for his Son ; 
that Son, refpeding fuch as you, fays, Ijland ai the doo]* 
and knocks if any man open^ 1 will come in to him^ and will fui> 
with him^ and he with me^ i. e. we will then dwell toc^-eth- 
cr on tcrn^ of infinite friendffiip, and, in reciprocal Tove, 
feaft together. Confider this as ye ought. I urge not 
the doom to wffiich you are expofed, whilfi: yerefufe to 
hear his voice, wffio fpeaketh thus from Heaven. 1 in- 
fill not on that hour, which is near, when all your fil- 
thy fources of joy will be terribly transformed into a- 
rengefs of your wickedncfs. 1 do not attempt to lay u 
pen the horrors of Topbet^ which is deep and large, the pu\. 
ihsreof is fire and much wood, and the breath of the Lord 
like a fir earn of hr imfione, doth kindle it, - But I befeech you* 
by the confolatiom that are in Chrift, by the com forts 
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of love?, and by the fellowfhlp of the Holy Gliof^all tip- 
on G'od, thafyon may lay afide all wickedhefs aiid fu- 
perhuity of naughtinefs, in order that you mTij immediate-^ 
/y tafte the pure joys which flow down ffdm the throne 
of God into the hearts of his faithful people/ DeaLfio. 
more fo madly as to prefer, fc^ the fake of pleafure, the 
liarlot’s embrace, or the drunkard’s^ cup, the love of the 
world, and the things of the world, to the river which 
inaketh glad the church in earth and heaven. Make no 
lono^er the Iiideous choice of darknefs and eftrangement 



from the Creator, Redeemer, and San^if er, b’cfoi*e the 
light of life ; an education for everlafling glqfy,. 
\vith an earnetl of it from day to day in your" own 
fouls. ^ ^ . . 

Conlider what a cloud of witnefies arcTeady to coti* 
front and confound you. i\ppear befcre'tbefe witneffe^ 
you muft.' They felt fo much peace and joy in the 
vice of ChHft, as gladly to renounce 'every comfort of 
life, fooncr than be faife to him ; and rather than deny 
him, took joyfully the fpoiling of their good's, and met 
death from their enraged per (ecu tors. The fame* Saviour 
no more iirpaired in excellency, or the riches of his love 
than the fun in brightnefs, prefents himfelf wdth thefe 
gracious words proceeding from his lips, Whofoever wiUy 
let him come and drink of the zvafer of life freely* 

And can you be fuch defpicable dupes to tlie maxims 
of the world, and your own wdld pafSons, as to be afraid 
of coming into full fubjet^ion to Chrift, left you fiiould 
fujjer in point ot pi^efcnt enjoyment? Suffer 1 Impoftible, 
for all you arc required to give up, is fordid, felfifh, and 
the proftitution of your fouls to Satan. Be allured 
of all the grofs falfhoods, he makes his moft credulous 
fools fwallow, this bears the palm, to imagine any plea- 
fur es upom earth equal to tiiofc which flow from the 
knowledge and love of the Lord f efus Chrifi* 

Finely, be inftrufted, ye decent lelf-nghteous profef* 
fors of religion. Strive no longer to glean up fomc 
grains of fatisfaefion from a good opinion: of yomTelves, 
the works you do, and the religious principles you hold. 
No longer tread the tirefome round of duties, as a pe- 
nance to efcape damnation, and piirchafc' favor of God. 
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Uncomfortp-blc, fenfekfs fervice. Thus Jie addj-e/Ies 
fuch ferious, but fiidjy de^blved p^rfons : 'Wbe£:fore 
ye fpend money for that %JuIoich is 'not hrmd^ and your'' ,fahQr^ 
fordh at winch fatX^^th not X' 

Hearken diligently and eat y^ that zvhich i£ goody 

and let your fouldillghijifeljfin fatiiejsi. Hear and your foul 
Jb<all live y and I will give ypit. Vie f lire tnerclcs of DavicTyi. e. 
Qhrift* BeJjcld 1 have given hihi for a wHnef (of rRy free 
and iove} to 'the £eo^lCy a, leader and commander to ihe 



grace 
peoples 

Make pKrift then, the alpha and the omega, the firfran^ 
laft, the beginning ajid.ehd of all your religion, and great 
Mull be your peace— You fhall delight yburfelves in the 
Lord, and he Ihall give you your hearts defire. Then 
ytu.lhall fee .the words in Avhich Mofes deferibes .the 
church of God iia old time, are applicable^ih'a flill Higher 
fenfe to the body of Chpftj faithful followers- — WIiat 

nation is there lo great, who hath God fo nigh unto 
them, as. the Lord, pur Qod is in all things that we call 
Upon laim for ? Happy art thou, O JfraeU who is like unto 
.thee, p people, laved by the Lord, the ' friud of ihy 
Help, and the fword of thy excellency arid thine ene- 
pies lhaU be found liars unto thee, and thou {halt tread 
upon their high places. ‘ 



PlESSED be the God and Father of 
hord fefus Chr 'fly who hath blelled hjs church with 
piritual bleilings, in heavenlv thingrxin Chridykus. 
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don our iin and provocation. Now make us to kno^y, 
thou art our fuprem© good, and that the revelation of 
thy truth, peace, and love, is better than ?11 the pleafure$ 
of fin— rBe not unto us as a God that hideft thyfelf. 
Give now to all wh ^ conae to thee by Chriji Jefus^ joy 
in the Holy Ghofi:, as thou didft to thy faints of old. 
Enable each to cry out, I have trufled in thy mercy, my 
heart ihall rejoice in thy falvation. I will fmg unto the 
I.ord, became he hath dealt bountifully with me. Make 
us exceedingly glad w'itli thy countenance. Let all that 
feek thee be joyful and glad in thee ; let fuch as lovQ 
thy falvation fay, continually,; the Lord be magnified. 
Send the fpitit of adoption into ouf hearts, that we may 
cry, Abba, Father ; that we may be anxious for ViO th- 
ing, but in every thing by prayer and iiipplication, with 
thankfgiving, make kuown our requefts unto thee, that 
fo thy peace, which pafieth all underftanding, may rule 
in our hearts through fe/us Chriji our Lord, hill us 
with afiUrance, that thy eyes are^^ways over tlie right- 
eous, and thine ears ever open to their prayers, thdt in 
the midfi: of trouble we may find comfort, and have 
thee for our exceeding joy. 

O Lord and heavenly Father, pity and deliver ‘from 
their wilful ignorance the multitude, who make light of 
the feafi: thou haft provided for them who love thee, Cr 
ven before they arc received up intp^ 
them, O ye fons of men, how long will yc blafphcm& 
my honor, and give your hearts only to that which de- 
files, wounds, and will doftroy' you ^ O that they rnay 
experience, that thy love gives more joy than the full 
indulgence of bafe appetites. May. tlicy ponder on^ ihis, 
incftioxable truth, that thou Lord art a fun and a fhield, 
that thou giveft grace and glory, and no good thing 
doft thou witli-hold from them who lead a godly life. 

May the Lord Jefiis Cbrid^ and God, even our Fath- 
er, who hath loved us, and given us everlafting confola- 
tion and good hope through grace, comfort our hearts, 
and eftabiifh us in every good word and.v/ork. '^Amen, 



' Ki • M ■ 



.r 



OFFICES OF DEVOTION 
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XJ S E OF F A M I L I E S, 



ANJ> 



FOR PERSONS IN VARIOUS CONDITIONS. 



Tie foIlozvin^‘ ad?nottiiion^ read cccajionatly before family 
worflnp^-is very proper to produce ferioufnefs of mind^ 
and to. keep up a godly jealoufy^ left hypocrify and formali-^ 
iy^ render this important duty of no life. It is neceffary to 
preferve its from fhamefully contradicting in our tempers 
through the day^ the prayers we offer up , . This horrid ah^ 
-furdity hath greatly contributed to banift:> family worfhip^ 
.OS a. practice of no benefit^ 

MY FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CHRISTIANS, 

■ ■■■.We , duft and allies, arc .now met to 

call upon the Lord God Almighty. He deferves all pof; 
ftble adoration and reverence. He airoflri<^ly charges’ 
us to take heed we draw not nigh to him with our lips, 
whiift our hearts are far from him. He afiurcs us, he 
will exalt thofe only who abafe thcmlelves, and give 
grace only to the.immb]e. fie }s alfo of purer eyes tlian to 
accept our , prayers, unlefs they be ofihred up in depen- 
cnce upon the mediation of fefus Chrift the righteous, 
-gur advocate, and the propitiation for our iln. 

Now, CiercforCj may we have grace to lift up our 
hearts to God with fincerity, reverence, lowlinefs of 
mind, and lively faith in Clirift j tiren fliall receive 
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whatever wc afli according to . his will, With' theft 
difpofitionG, we fhouid at -all times delire to pra)% So 
ihall our worlhip be' plealing to G'pd, comfortable td 
ourfelves, and make us excellent in cur tcmptTS to ev^ 
cry one obcut u?. ' ~ 

Family Prayer for the Morning of the Lord* e Day^ 

^ LL praift be given unto thee, 6 God, 
our heavenly Father, for this holy day/in which we im- 
itate the company in Heaven,' whiifi; we alTenable in thy 
courts on earth. 

Inftead of rejecting us for our prd?, and v/ilful ignor- 
ance, and forget fulnefs of thee, thou haft fet apart thy 
day, to teach us the knowledge of thy name, and of cur 
Qwn con. ition. Thou haft commanded us to make 
public confeflion of our fins, and thy perfed hatred of 
them ; of our manifold difobedience, and thy amazing- 
forbearance ; of our depravity and perpetuaLneed ‘of 
thv grace. Thou haft commanded vis thus to abife 
ourlielves before thee, left a proud, felf-fuificient Ipirit 
^ould deftroy us. Thou haft commanded us to make 
interceiTion for all men, that bur hearts may be enlarged 
in love towards them, and our hands ready to miniller 
to thdr necellities. Thou haft fent thy word unto us 
for reproof, correction arid-inftru6Hon in righteoulivefs, 
to make us wile unto falvation, through faith which is., 
in Chrift fefus. And thou haft required us to give thee 
thanks in the great congregation, in order that our 
hearts may be filled with gratitude to thee ‘for all thy 
benefits. O how amiable on thefe accounts. Lord God 
of Holts, are tliy houfes in our land ! We eipecially adore 
thy goodnefs, in pafling over the provocations and in- 
ftilts we have fo often repeated, by rufhing into thy 
houfe, in pride, hypocriiy, and contempt of thy *f«Iv 2 r 
tion. Inftead of cutting us off in this molt dreadful ftate, 
thou halt been pleafed to lay it all open to our >dew. 
'I hcrefore we now, on our knees, implore of thee every 
difpofttion of heart, 'which can make us acceptable wor- 
Ihippers. O our God, fend forth light and truth, for- 
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Cibly to irriprefs us with the great importance of the 
Work we have to do, Sliield us from all diftradions'. 
Whilll we confefs our fins, fill us with deep felf-abafe- 
ment and godly fofrow. Give us to alk in full affur- 
ance of receiving the things we need, pardon, righteouf- 
nefs, and ftrength, from thy love in Chrijl fe/us. Ac- 
company thy oracles, and the preaching of thy fervants 
with the power of the Holy Ghoil, that Wc may be 
more wife,^ and more diligent to follov/ the examples 
fet before iis : that thy judgments and threatenings a- 
gainft tranfgreflbrs may deter us frpm walking after’ the 
flefh, and the fafiiion of this world. ' O, that by hearing 
thy gofpel, we may clearly perceive, and gladly embrace 
the great falvation it proclaims, and be careful to obferve 
and do whatfoever our Lord commands. And when' 
we offer up our prayers for all eftates and conditions of 
men, give us to feci bowels of mercies, and to beg fcH* 
their, lupport, deliverance, and falvation, as for our 
own. 

Thou knoweft, Lord our fad condition ; that when 
we ■would do good, as thy holy law requires, evil is pre- 
fent with us. W e would -w'ait upon thee without 
wandering thought, but our weaknefs and depravity, 
alas ! are manifeft, after all our endeavors to be wholly 
taken up in thy fervice. Arife, O God, and fave us 
from thofe idle thoughts, which elfe will hinder our 
prayers ; and though we can have nothing to rejoice in 
that we do, may we rejoice in thy goodnefs and tender 
mercies, in the redemption of our fouls by the blood of 
jefus^ and in thy exceeding great and precious prom- 
ifes. ' 

Thou, Lord, haft appointed pallors and teachers, 
whofelips fhould retain knowledge, and the people are 
to be inftru^led in thy law from their mouths. AVe 
pray thee to give unto them all, the fpirit of wifdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of Chrift, that they may be 
taught how to lay, like able builders, the true foundation 
and by their pjeichiiig may knowledge be increafed and 
finners turned from their evil ways. By their preaching 
mav thy children be comforted and eftabliflied, the beau 
ty gf holineft and finfulnefs of fin be effcdualiv fe 
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forth; that after due improvement of thy day, .houfe 
and word* we may for ever rejoice in the feft whici 
remaineth for all the people of God, through Jefm 
Chriil our Lord and Saviour. Amch< ' . - 



Evening Family Prayer on the LorcEs Day. 



i HOU, O Lord our God, art great, 
wonderful,, and holy. Thou art exalted far above afl 
bleiling and praife which men or angels can offer : yet 
thou haft taught us^ that whoever offereth thee thanks, he 
honor eth thee. Much caufe have we now to praife thy 
name for thine ordinances, which we have this day oh- 
ferved. Pardon the iniquity of our holy tiling, and 
cleanfe us from the defilemeot cleaving to our bed fer- 
viccs. Accept .our prayers and praifes, for the fake 'and 
through the interceilion of our great and merciful 
Higb-Prie’d — ^For his fake, O heavenly Father, fulfil all 
the requeits we have made this day before thee, that 
the benefit v/e gain in calling upon thy name together, 
may be manifelt in our deportment, and felt in our 
hearts. Thus may we love and ferve thee, waiting in 
joyful hope for that hour when we fhall fee thee face to 
face, and know even as we are known ^ 

To thy mercy we recommend all our relations’,- #and 
all our friends — Enlighten their minds, that they may 
not profane thy holy day ; give them grace to worlhip 
thee in fpirit and in truth, with the great congregation ; 
to fpend their time with joy in retirement, and fecret 
prayer, and meditation up>on the multitude Of mercies 
they have received from thy hand. • 

_Vifit, O Lord, the nations yet fitting in darknefs and 
the fhadow of death. May the day-fpring from on high 
diine upon them,-to guide their feet into the way of peace.- 
O that the fulnels of the Gentiles may come in to Chrift 
and all 7/rjr/ be faved ; O that the mountain of the 
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Wc befeech thee, O Lord to piit an end to all idolatry 
and fuperftition in the nations^ called after thy name. 
Caufe the power of gqdlinefs to flourifh in all thy church- : 
es. Utterly deftroy formality and hypocrify amongft 
the profeflbrs of thy holy faith; that there be ho offence 
given to fcoffers, or that they fliould have any caufe to 
fay, what advantage does the gofpel bf Chriff impart ? 

Take us this night; O our God tinder the ihadow of 
thy wing ; when we wake may we think of thee : and 
if our life is fpared to the f eturii of day, may we walk 
in the light of thy countenance, and in all thy conimand- 
ments blamelefs. And when oiir departure is at hand, 
rhay we etijoy^a fweet foretafte of heavenly blifs, and 
know that when we are removed from waiting upon 
thee in the courts of thy houfe below, w^e fliall with an- 
gels and archangels, and all the company bf Heaven for- 
ever laud and magnify thy name, O Father, Son; and 
Holy Ghbft, to whom be aferibed as is moil due, glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen; 

% 

T . • ^ • 

Morning Prayer for d Pamilj, 

/ 

. , * 0 BLESSED God, who haft fo loved 
the world, as to give thine only begotten Son, to the 
end that all w^ho believe in him fliould not perifh, but 
have eternal life, mercifully look upon us, miferable 
flnners — How ignorant arc we of his excellency, or our 
need of his falvation l.How unaffected wdth all we' have 
heard of his glory 1 Though his name is above every 
name in Heayen, we .feel an horrid backwardneft, to 
tfiift our fouls in his hand, and little comfort from what 
he has done, or promifed. O reveal to us, by the Holy 
Ghoft, the perfon, office, love, and power of thy Chrift. 
O that He may be no lefs precious to our fouls than he 
w^ to the faints and martyrs of old. Thou haft declared 
thy fon fliail be exal ted, and extolled, and be veiy^ high ; 
may he be fo in our eyes more and more. Through 
faith in his name, may we deceive daily the pardon of 
our fins, the comfort of thy help, and abound in 

W w 
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hope of the glory of .God. May the love of 
conftrain us to live to his honor, by loving, oiii. 
another. Objects always of his compafTion, and fayed 
by the redemption that is in him, may we be. able to for-^ 
bear and forgive, putting far from us, all anger, llrife, . 
and variance. O let a life of meeknefs, quietnefs, and 
peace be the fruit of our daily w orfliip — For thecredif 
of our holy profciiioji, and that our .very prayers, may 
not be turned into lln, make us who dwell together to 
be of one mind, and to build up each other- in our holy 
faith. By thy good providence., O God, our heavenly' 
Father, preferve us, if it pleafe thee, from all evil and 
mifehief, from fierce difeale and torturing pain.. In the. 
midft of our profperity may we hand prepared for a 
change. O may we be aHe to glorify thee in tribulation 
and OR abed of languifliing. For this purppfe eflablilli us 
Hill more in Chrift Jefus^ leal us unto the day of redemp- 
tion, and give us in opr hearts the earneft of- thy fpirit. 

To all our near relations and kind friends, be merciful 
and gracious, O Lord our God. May they be led to' 
give "a deep attention to the care of tkeir fouls, and over- 
come by £iith in Chrhl:, this prefen t evil w^orld. Be a' 
God unto them-, and a guide all their days upon earth, 
and after death may they be received up into glory. 

Make the nation to v/hicli we belong, a people, fearing, 
thy name. Enable thy fervant, George our King, to 
reign over us in righteoufnefs. Blefs all the royal fami- 
ly, and all who are put in authority over us. Vifit 
comfort, and deliver all who are in grievous afiliclibn,. 
or opprefled with poverty ; love our enemies, blefs them 
who curie us, do good to them who hate us, and enable 
us to do the fame. 

Accept oar praifes for thy perpetual goodnefs to us 
ever fince we were born, for our ileep by night, for the , 
pleafant return of light and day, for the ule of reafon, 
and the means of grace, and above all for thy chief 
mercy, Chri/i jefus. With all th?t is vrithln.us v/e would- 
blefs thy name for this unfpeakable gift, aferibing to him 
with thyfelf and the Holy Ghoft, all honor and praife, 
might, majefty, and dominion, v/orld witliout end. 
Amen. 

Our Father which art in. heaven, 6cc» 







Evening Prayer for a 



HOLY and ever-blelTcd Lord God, 
thou haft made all things, and ordercft ail things by 
thine unerring wifdom. Thou lilleft heaven and earth 
with thy prefence and from thcc proccedetU every G*ood 
and perfeA gift. 

We, miferable finners, defirc now to /»pproach thee 
with a contrite fpirit, confefling our vilenefc We have 
been full of pride and hypocrify in thy /ight, and to- 
wards men — We have been all alive to the things of the 
world, but utterly indilfereiit to thy caufe and glory. 
Long did we ftand out againft every call to repentance, 
and often have we finned wilfully. We have fet at 
nought thy threatenings and promifes, and hardened 
our hearts under thy chaftifements. "We are not able 
to reckon up ail our fins, nor the drcuniuanccs which 
have made them exceedine^lv finful. Humble us. we be- 
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be opened. May we, by faith in Chrift, and loiowl? 
edge of his glory, be ready for his appearance. In that 
great day may we triumph with all his Saints, faying. 
Lo this is our God, we have waited for him, andhe wiU 
fave us. This is the Lord, we wiU be glad and rejoice 
in his falvation. 

To thy merciful proteclion, O God, wcthumbly com- 
mend ourfelves this night. Defend our perlbns, our 
dwelling, and our pofleffions. Give us, if it plcafe thee, 
refrefhing fleep, that with ftrength ot body and vigor 
of mind,"wx may ferve tliee, and at laft be admitted into 
that tvorld, where there is no night or deep,- where we 
Ihali receive the end of our faith, even the falvation of 
our fouls, through Jefus Chriji pur Lord, in dependence 
opon whofe right eoufnefs and everlafting intercefiion, 
we offer up unto thee this our family-worihip, conclude 
ing as he hath taught us tp pray. 

O our Father, 



Prayer io, he ufed before peiriaking of the Lord^s Supper* 

In obedience to thy command, my Sav- 
iour and my God, I now come to cat of that bread 
and drink of that cup, wducli is dcfigned tp fet - thee 
forth manifeflly crucified before our eyes. O teacli me 
that Tmay come with knowledge of the nature and infi- 
nite value of thy facrifice. May I feel my poverty and 
defilement, and draw nigh with a true heart, utterly re- 
jecting every other, way of falvation, men naturally trufi: 
in, and placing all my hope on thy blood to cleanfe me 
from all unrighteoufnefs— I would come with unfeigned 
love, defigning to make a full furrender of myfelf to thee 
thou Lord over ail and licad of the church. Thou waft 
pleafed to forgive the w’oman who was an infamous fin- 
ner, and bid her go in peace. Thou didft declare the 
publican juftified. Thou didft put away the fin of Fefer^ 
who denied thee with oaths and curfes. Tliou didft 
take up the crucified thief immediately into glory, upon 
turning tp thee for mercy. Blefe me alfo, O my Lord ; 
forgive my tranfgrefiiQns as thou didft theirs. In this 
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feaft lift up the light of thy countenance upon me, that . 
i may know that I am julHfied by thy blood, and fhall 
be certainly preferved and faved by thy life in the pref: 
cnce of God for thy church. . When the outward and 
vifible figns of thy meritorious death, are put into my 
hands, may I by a true faith eat thy fiefh and drink 
thy blood, fo as to find it meat indeed and drink indeed 
unto my foul, fo that i may dwell in thee, and thou in 
me, that I may know I have eternal life and that thorn 
wilt raile me up at the laft day. 

May thy love for our fouls, ftronger than death, u-. 
nite us all in love to each other, as members alike of thy 
body, the church. Whilft we are all looking upon thee,, 
the juft fuffering for us unjuft, may every angry and 
felfifli pallion die away. May brotherly love reign in 
pur hearts, and be continually exercifed with delight a- 
mongft us all. And all the time I fojourn in the fielh, 
give me by the power of thy grace, to keep the feaft upr 
on thee our paffover facrificed for us, not with the leav- 
en of malice and wicked nefs, but with the unleavened 
bread of fincerity and truth. Grant thefe requefts for 
the glory pf thy great name. Amen, 

I 

A Prayer proper for Perfons under greal D[{j\cidu:e^ and 
%vhen ajf airs of great importance arc in fuf pence. 



Lord, tliou God of wifdom and of 
might, who haft moft gracioufty commanded us, poor 
^ort-lighted, creatures to commit our works unto thee 
and proinifed that our thoughts iiiall be eftabliilied ; to 
caft all pur care upon thee, affuring us thou careft for 
us ; mercifully receive oiir prayer whicIiAve now innke 
unto thee. ^ So perplexing are our affairs, fo doubtful 
and wayering our minds what ccurfe to take, and by 
what method to extricate ourfelvcs out of our diilicii]- 
|ies, that our eyes are fixed upon thee as our only coun- 
fcllor. Teach us, we beleech thee, what we ought to do, 
and enable us to choofe what upon the whoie wiil moft 
conduce to thy glory and our good. All things, we knosy 
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in heaven and earth, are ordered and governed by thee, 
according to the counfel of thy own will, and by a fpe- 
cial providence thou makeft all things work fogether for 
good to them that love thee. Endue our fouls with 
this grace of love to thee, through a knowledge of Chrijl 
' jefus, that we mayrepofe ourfelves in thee, and wait 
without anxiety of mind the event of the matter we 
have in hand. If the iffue is proiperous to us with ref* 
pe£t tv) this world, give us grace to aferibe our fuccefs 
wholly to thy undeferved mercy, and to retain a grateful 
fence of it all the days of our life. But if it feemeth good 
to thee to turn our prefent fufpence into certain adver- 
fity, and bring upon us the thing we fear, O grant us 
fuilicient ftrength to behave aright under thy correaion. 
In our aiHicIion may we put our whole truft in thy mer- 
cy ; and fo exercife ourfelves in fubmiflion and humilityj^' 
in faith and patience, that the profperity of our fouls may 
be promoted by the continuance or w eight of our trou- 
bles ; and we may be finally able to fay. Thou, O God, 
of very faitlifulnefs, hath caufed us to be afHided. Hear 
us, O thou God of peace, patience, and confolation, wdiofc 
kingdom ruleth.over all, and whpfe dominion is from 
generation to gen^'ation, W'Orld without end. Amen. 

A Prayer ^ojhen under the Prejfure of fome hea^y 

O THOU moft holy aT;d righteous God, 
wdio ordered: all things in heaven and in earth, and with 
the greated: tendernefs dod; hear the cries of all w^ho put 
their trud: in thee, through Jefus Chriji ;.I believe. Lord 
help my unbelief, that in wdfdom, mercy, and holinefs, 
thou dod: appoint unto me, every circu in fiance of my 
condition. I defire to look through all fecond caufes to, 
thee, OLord God, w'ho makefl them merely inftruments 
to do thy will, and execute thy purpofe refpecling the 
children of men. O thou infinitely wife and gracious 
Governor of the W’orld, often have I faid,T/jy will he doncm 
But now thou art plcafed to afflicl me, I find my nature 
ready to flirinkback, and to be clamorous or fretful un-. 
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rfci" tne facrcd but painful crofs. What I have often fo? 
folemnly repeated, I am ftrongly tempted to unfay ; anel 
to wifli my own will, not thine, was to take place. Make 
fpeed, O God of my falvation, and help me to deny my- 
felf,to bow down in free and full fubmiffion-to thy ap- 
pointment of my condition. ' Bring powerfully to my 
remembrance, I befeech thee, what my mouth hath fo 
. often declared in thy prefence, that I have deferved all 
the plagues written in the bodk of thy law : and that it 
is mere mercy and rich grace which have kept me from 
the wages due to my hn, from weeping, and wailings* 
and gnalhing of teeth in torment, Whilft thou art 
therefore fmiting me, O thou righteous Judge of all the 
earth, give me an heart unfeignedly to adore thy mercy, 
that inllead of the fcourge with which I am now cor- 
rected for- my profit, thou haft not long- fince given a 
commifilon to the fword of vengeance to^do all its dread- 
ful work upon me. O fill my jfoul vdth a perfect acqui- 
efcence under this affii<ftion, by convincing me that thou 
and thou alone, O God, knoweft what manner ^of cor- 
rection I need. Thy eye difeovers the folly, the per- 
verfeneis and many finful diforders of my foul, and canft 
alone adapt a remedy to the difeafe. O that I might ob- 
tain grace, therefore, to remain in meek fubjection to the 
Father of fpirits, and to bear the ftroke of thy hand, not 
merely becaufe none can oppofe thy will, but becaufc 
the ftroke is given to heal and blefs. Take away 
from me all thoughts that are without underftanding-, 
and fo bufy to prefs into my mind, raifing objedions 
againft this particular way in which I am tried. Make' 
me to believe it is the very afilidion proper for the 
particular ftate of my foul. And,- in the midft of my 
troubles, let thy comforts, O Lord, refrefli my heart,- 
and relieve the wearinefs and pains of nature, bv 
the fupcrnaturalfupports of thy grace and fpirit. Thy 
mercies arc not reftrained, neither is thy hand Waxed 
ftiort ; what thou haft done for thoufands of ■ the fans 
and daughters of afflidion, do for me, even for me, O 
my God. If my heart be lefs tender, lefs fenfible, thou 
canft cure that evil, and make my preftnt aftlidion the 
means of curing it. Thus, O Lord, let it be j and at 
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length in thy due time, and in the way which thou 
fhalt choofe, fend forth deliverance for me, and fliew me 
thy iharv^llous loving-kind nfefs ; for I well know hbw 
dark foever this night of afflidion feehi, if thoii fay eft. 
Let there be light, there ftiall be light; * O let me patient- 
ly wait and quietly hope, till that tiihe of mercy come. 
Let me be much more concerned to have my aftli<ft:ion 
fan^ified than removed: Number me,- ,0 Lord; amongft 
the happy perfons whoni whilft thou chafteneft, thoii 
teacheft out of thy law. Shew me, I befeech thee,* 
wherefore thou contendOft v/ith me; and whilft I am 
pafling through the furnace of aiHi£H6n; O let it purge 
away my drofs, jand take away all my iniquity; In thy 
prefence^ and under the fupports of thy grace, I caii 
bear any thing, and artl willing to bear, if I may grow 
more conformable to thy will, and more largely partake 
of thy holinefs. . As my foolifti heart is ready to grow 
fond of this earth, O let the difappointmetits and afflic- 
tions I meet with in it, loofen my affedions and put an 
end to all my finful attachments to any . thing below; 
O teach my foul to receive every trouble as a call to 
ceafe from expe(5Hng any thing from the creature; and 
to be preparing for that hour which ftiall put an end to 
ail the farrows and trials of the righteous; and give 
them an entrance iiito the everlaftihg idngdom through 
the blood of the Lamb, in which they wafti their robes 
white. O Lord, hear ; O LorcL perform and do ; de- 
fer not, I befeech thee, left my fpirit faint before theey 
and the flefti which thou haft made. Amen. ' 
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*T HINE is the power, Q Lord, and the 
dominion in all places ; both at home and abroad all our 
fafety ftandeth in thy protediori and mercy : to 
thee therefore do I now direct my prayer^ called by my 
neceiTary buftnefs from thy own habitation. ^ Many, i 
know, and peculiar arc the dangers, both with refped 
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t6 body and foul, to tv^hich travellers are expofed : and 
by his own ftrength or wifdoiri no man is able to avoid 
them. Coifipafs me therefofe about with thy favor, O 
God, as with a fhield ; guard both my perfon and prop- 
erty from the fons of violence and blood ; preferve my 
body in health and ftrength ; and as I ftiall be much a- 
lone by the way, grant that I may reftedt and confidef 
much on thy truth, thy ^ce, and falvation, and be able 
to fay, I am not alone, but the Father, Son, and Spirit, 
by their facred influences^ are with me; Whatever 
company I come into, preferve me from complying witli 
any felicitations to fin, and from being at all conformed 
to the mariners of the profane; Endue me with knowl- 
edge and diferetidn that I may not; without . caufe^ 
make myfelf a derifioii to the ungodly 5 rior for fear of 
the faces of rtieti, do or fay any thing to wound my 
eonfcience, to grieve thy Spirit, and to lead the careleis 
to think I am of the fame difpofitiori with themfelves. 

Cleanfe thd thoughts of my heart by the infpiration 
of thy holy Spirit. Suffer me not to look upon a wo- 
man with a liiftful defire. Let no prefumption on the ' 
advantage of being unknown in ariy place where I come, 
feduce me to aQ: in a manner I fliouid be afliamed of a- 
tnohgft my friends arid neighbors; Whatever bufinefs 
I have to tranfaef, give me grace, O God, to do k with 
all good corifcience; abhorring deceit; .fraud, and lying; 

For all thefe mercies I make my prayer unto thee,* the 
God of my life; and in faith I commend myfelf into 
thy hands, befeeching thee that no evil may befalme. 
Neverthelefs, if it be thy plealure to appoint unto me^ 
in this my journey fome difaftef, either of falling a- 
inorig thieves who fliall rob me; or breaking of a limb, 
or to vifit ine with ficknefs 5 give me, I befeech thee, 
patieiice, faith, and comfort in the midft of my trouble, 
ind full afliirance that all things fliall work together for 
good to them that Ibve thee. And after all my travels 
here, bring me, O my heavenly Father, at laft to thy 
holy hill, through the greatnefs of thy mercy to me in 
thy dear Son and my omv Saviour Jejus Chrifl. Amen. 
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A ThanhVi'vhig after a fafe jaurtiey.- .r^ 

Q My mofl merciful.and gracious God,^ 

I defirc to take this firft opporturdty of returning to thee 
my moil hearty thanks for thi^reih inftance of thy love ‘ 
to me, manifefted through my whole journey.- Thou 
haft preferved me from every peril and fad' accident to 
which I was expofed. . Thou haft furrounded ine with 
bleffings on every fide.' * I might now have been groan- 
ing under the pain of broken bones> of bruifed limbS) or 
other, terrible diafters ; yea I might ftiddenly have been 
daflied 

in pieces on the ground, or perifhed far from all ' 
help, and my.fricnds and family been ftocked with the- 
doleful tidings. But inl^ad of thefe miferies thou haft 
kept me in fafety : thou haft brought me to fee my 
habitation in pe:.ice and • all things here in' profperity.- 
Tvery day thy mercy and goodnefs, O.Tordj did prevent 
and follow ^me. O how unwearied is thy bounty to- 
v/ards fucli polluted, and depraved creatures as we are f 
And nO-w grant, I befeecli thee, that the fenfe of thy love 
to me may create in me fuch love for? thy name, and for 
wliatfoever thou doll command, that I may cheerfully 
and with full purpofe of heart devote myfelf to thy fer- 
\ice, and ferve thee with ail- my ftrength: Grant me 

both this and every other blefiing I need, for the lake of ’ 
yefiis Chrift. Amen. ' , . • . 

A Prayer for a Family , when any Member of it is- fock^ prop-- , 
cr for Morning or Evening, ' - 

r . ‘ - 

. o Thou infinitely great and glorious : 
God, thou killeft and makeft alive. Thou wwndeft 
and thy hand^ make whole ; thou bringeft down to the 
grave, and bringeft back again. Thou doft; according, 
to thy will in the armies of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth \ and none canTtay thine hand or 
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Fzy unto dice, What doft thou ? yet righteous art thou I 

in all thy ways, and holy in all thy works. Even wiien I 

thou afHicleft and caufeil trouble and licavinefs to fall 1 

upon us, it is that we may learn righteoufnefs from ,thy | 

judgments, and receive profit from thy correclion. ' 1 

Wherefore, though thou haft now vifited our houfe 
wd th ficknefs, and art calling us to humiliation for our 
fins, yet we would ftill /peak good of thy name, and 
love and blefs thee. We defire at this feafon to remem. - 
her all the paft mereies with which thou haft been pleafed 
to biefs us and our houfhold. God forbid, that our prei- 
ent grief ftiould make us unmindful of the conftant ben- 
onts we have enjoyed. How long has each of our family 
laid down and rifen up, gone out and come in in health 
ftrength, and peace ? How long has the candle of the 
Eord fiione upon us without intermiftion ? For thefe 
multiplied favors, blelTed, O Lord, be thy good and holy 
name ; fince the fmalleft of benefits is more than \ve de- 
serve, and the Iharpeft afilidion, iefs. For to us, on ac- 
count of our tranfgreffions, is moft juftly due indigna- 
tion and wrath, tribulation and anguilli. Wherefore 
then ftiould living men complain, men and tranfgreftbrs, 
for the puniftiment of their ftns ? Shall we receive fo 
much good at the hand of the Lord, and ftiall we not 
receive evil ; patiently and contentedly receive evil alfo? 

This temper we know, O Lord, is our bounden duty ; 

O form it in us. And as in great CQmpaffton to us, thou 
haft opened a way of relief for us under every trouble, 

^by directing, commanding, and encouraging us in all our 
afUiclions to pour out our complaints unto thee, and tell 
thee of all we fear and feel; to thee, O Father of mer- 
cies, do we make our fupplication at this time. O Lord, 
be not far fi'om us, lii entire fubmiftion to thy moft 
wife and holy will, do we now earneftly pray for that 
perfon whofe ficknefs fills ‘us with fo much concern. O 
look upon him (or her) in his Ioav eftate ; fufier not, we 
befeccli thee, his diforder to proceed, and let not this 
ficknefs be unto death, but for the maiiifcftation of thy 
grace towards us all. Thou knoweft. Lord, his frame ; 
lay no more upon him than thou wilt enable him to 
bear wdth patience and quietnels of mind. And, O thou 

I 
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great phyfician, 'wdthout who^n all others are of no A^al- 
ue, do thou dired: to the rnoft proper medicines, and 
blefs the art of healing to his body, and our great com- 
fort, In thy due time reftore thy fervant to health and 
flrength again, that he may have a longer day of grace 
and falyation, prove rnore ufeful, and do more good 
In his generation. In the mean time, however thou 
fhalt think fit to difpofe of him, O fandify unto him 
this afflidion ; work in him deep humiliation for his 
fin ; blefs him with repentance unto life ; enable him by 
faith to behold the Lamb of God, and to truft in the 
fountain opened in his blood for the remiffion -of fin, 
that, being juftified through faith, he may have peace 
with God through fefus Chriji our Lord. Make all his 
bed in his fieknefs,and let patience have its perfed work 
in his foul. Raife hini up to praife thy name, to pay 
thofe vows he makes in trouble before the affembly of 
thy faints, and to walk in newnefs of life. But if thou 
doft not fee fit to fpare thy fervant, whoin we are now 
remembering before thee, O prepare every one of this 
family, according to our feveral relations, for the awful 
firoke. With refped to himfelf, if the time' of his de- 
parture draweth nigh, O let his heart be comforted by 
thy promifes in Chrift, and tafte that thou art gracious 
unto him. May his foul be fafe and happy at the hour 
of death ; and in the great day of the Lord Jefus Chriji 
may he be found amongft thofe who died in him. 

And help us all, who are now in health tp improve 
this loud and folemn call to prepare for our own fick- 
nefs and deceafe. Let us not abufe our boddy ftrength 
to encourage ourfelves in finful fecurity and impeni- 
tence. Give us always to be ready, by performing the 
will of our Lord, that whenfoever he lhall come, we 
may be found of him in peace and enter into his joy : 
that whenever our health is turned into ficknefs, and our 
ftrength into weaknefs, and our eafe into fiiarp pain, 
we may not be caft down or perplexed, but feel in 
cur fouls thofe fupports and confolations, which the 
yrorld cannot give, nor death itfclf take awayt 
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Hear us, O Lord our God, in thefe our Iiumble re- 
quefts : forgive us our fms ; and accept our perfons and 
our fervices through fefus Chrijl our Lord. Anien. 

Member 



]\/IoST gracious and holy, good and 
merciful God ! we haye heard, we have feen, we havp 
experienced thy love. Blefled, for ever blelTed, be thy 
name, that inftead of being known to us by the judg- 
ments our fins have deferved, thou art manlfefted to us 
as a God willing to forgive all our iniquities. Thou 
haft delivered our eyes froin tears and our hearts froiTi 
anguifh. Thy fervant, whom thou haft lately afflicted, 
is now a monument of thy fparing mercy. Thou haft 
chaftened and corrected him (or her) but thou, haft not 
delivered him over unto death. Thou, Lord, haft turn- 
ed our mourning into joy^ and our fears into fongs qf 
praife. ^ 

O may this thy fervant whoni thou haft fpared, love 
thee more, and w’alk more exactly before thee in the lajid 
of the living. We befeech thee perfect all that concerns 
his recovery : and grant that this gracious interpofition 
may properly afteef both him and every o^e of us in this 
faniily; From hence forth may we all more entirely de- 
pend upon thee for the continuance and preferv ation of 
our deareft earthly comforts : may we honfider them as 
thy free gifts, O Lord, and know that thou alone mak- 
eft every earthly bkfting be to us what it is. And give 
us grace lb to ule and enjoy all our temporal comforts, 
as tiiofe^dio know the faftiion- of this v/ovld paOeth a- 
way. Grant we may learn from tliis late aftliclion in 
our family, to live more like perfons who arefoon to be 
feparated by death, and to give ali diligence to grow rich 
towards God that we may be better prepared for a breach 
in our family whenever it ihali come. And whomft^ev- 
er ofus, O God, thou ftialt be plcafed to call away firft, 
may we be ready to obey the fummons ; and, though 
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-parted for a feafon here, be joined again in heaven, and be 
all of us for ever with the Lord and with one another. 

That we may none of us fall fhort of fo glorious an 
end, O grant us a clear knowledge of the excellency of 
jour God, and a firmer dependence tipon the word of thy 
grace. Grant us a ftronger love to the Lord jefus Chrifi 
and a greater refemblance of him : that each of us‘ in 
our particular ftation'may be zealous for God full of 
mercy and jufHce towards men, and polfefs every tem^ 
per whereby God can be glorified in us. 

Fill our minds with a more chearful and lively fenfe 
of our obligations to thee, efpeeially for this late addi- 
tional mercy *, write it, we befeech thee, on our hearts 
fo that no temptation from without, or corruption from 
within, mav make us ever acl as if forc:otit. 

And now^, O Lord, w^eagain pi*efent both ourfelves and 
family, all we have and all w'e arc, a lively facrifice unto 
thee for all our remaining days. Be wfith us wdien wc 
are pafling through the valley of the fhadow’ of death ; 
may w^e then fear no evil, nor have caufe to fear any. 
Guard us through the gloomy pafilige, and bring us fafe 
to thine eternal kingdom and gior\% We hunibly aik 
all thefe blcifings, though utterly unworthy ourfelves of 
any notice, in the name oi Jefus C hr tfi our Lord, w'hQ 
^ver lives to make interceffion for us. Anaen. 

A Prayer for one convinced of Sin. 

be merciful to me a finner, a fin^ 
yier beyond exprefiion ! How fiialLI lift up mine eyes to- 
wards thee, O thou moft holy, or take thy name within 
my polluted lips ! O Lord, thou needefi; not my confefi 
fion to inform thee, for thine eye hath been ever upon 
my' path ; and of the things that have come into my 
mind, thou haft knowm every 'one of them. Thevanir 
ty of my childhood, the folly of my youth, the obftina- 
cy and rebellion of my riper years, are all written in thy 
book. Alas ! tho\i knoweft I was conceived in fin, and 
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liaVe lived in fin ever iince I was born : all thy com- 
niandmei^ts have I broken, all thy mercies have I abufed^ 
trifled with thy -patience, refilled thy Spirit, and reject- 
ed thy Gofpel, times without number. 

So fooiiih^and ignorant, fo llupid and hardened, un- 
thankful and unfaithful have I been ; a tranfgrefTor from' 
the womb : fuch has been my life. What then muft 
my heart be, the fountain from whence all thefe flreams^ 
of bitternefs have Sowed ? O Lord, thou hall faid it, and 
I cannot deny it, my heart is deceitful above all things,, 
and defperately wicked : I am wholly defiled. There is 
no found part in me. I am full of pride and ignorance, 
Unbelief and felf-will ; my boalled firength is v/eaknels, 
and my bell righteoufnefs as an unclean thing before thee.' 

I owe thee ten thouland talents, but have nothing to 
pay. I am bound to a perfect obedience, but I cannot « 
perform. CX wretched man, who Ihall deliver me ? 
Wherewithal fiiail I come before the moll high God ? 
Will figlis, or tears, or promifes anfwer the demands of 
thy law^.fatisfy thyjullice, and avert thy righteous an- 
ger ? or where fliall I hide my guilty head ? O Lord, my 
ficlh trembleth, my heart , faileth before thee. I am a- 
fraid of thy judgments. I have deferved them all ; and 
Sioulddl thou now pour forth thy wTath upon me unto 
the uttermoll, even in the midll of my fulferings I muft 
o''^*n thy jullice. Shouldell thou Ihut out my prayers, 
and fay. Depart, thou curfed, into everlalling fire,- 1 muft 
be dumb. But, O Lord, though I have thus dellroyed 
mylelf, is there no help, no hope in thee ? Hall thou not 
revealed thyfelf in thy word as « the Lord God, merci- 
ful, and gracious, long-fufFering, and abundant in good- 
nefs ^and truth, forgiving iniquity, tranfgrelTion, and- 
lin And ball thou not commended thy love to 
poor loll linner%-in giidng thine only Son to be thf pro- 
pitiation for fin ? hath not thy kind providence put thy 
gofpel into my hands, to prevent my linking into def- 
pair ? Ihou haft been pleafed to inform me of thedinlels 
life and meritorious death of thy only begotten Son, of 
the grace of his heart to the chief of finners, and the in- 
terceflion he ever lives to make for the Worft that come 
10* thee by hinu And though it is amongft my moft 
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bominable fins, and the caufe of them,. that I fo long 
fl'T-hted this record of thy Son, I now lee and feel, that 
except he fives me,- 1 muft undoubtedly perifll • forever. 
All that believe in him he will fave ; and I am taught in! 
tliy Word that Mth is thy gift, and of thy operation in 
the foul.' O beftow and work in me the work of faith 
with power, I befeech thee^ unworthy as I am. Enable 
me to behold the ftiffenng w'ouftded Eamb of God,- who 
poured forth his foul'an offering fof tranfgrelibfs. Help 
me to believe that he has hb own felf bore my fins m his 
own body on the tree ; that he has delivered me from 
the curie of the law, being made a curfe for me. Eet me 
ftel the powerful efficacy of that blood whigK ckanfeth 
from -all firi. O let that Spirit which' Jofus is exalted to 
beftow, teftify of him to me,- and glorify him in my eyes 
that my troubled eoiifcience may enjoy peace,-’ and m\ 
foul find reft in Chrift. Gird me with ftrength for thy 
bleffed fefvice, and redeem me by thy mighty grace from 
the power of all iniejuity, from the hands of all m'j ^tie- 
mies, that I may live devoted to thee forever.- O fpare 
me, good Lord, that I may be h ifionumentof the, rich- 
es of thy mercy, -and an inftrument of fpicading thy 
praife, who art juft, and yet the 'Juftifyer of the finner 
and the ungodly, through him- whom thou haft held 
forth to be a propitiation for fin through faitli in las 
blood. Amem 

A Prafir fir the Increafe of Faith in Chrijl: 



Enlarge, I befeech thee, O Lord my 
God, my narrow heart to receive thy precious promifes 
in all their power and fulnefs. If the faint hope I already 
have that thou art my reconciled Father, noc 

founded upon thy own faithful word it would mdeed 
be prefumption to afk of tliee to confirm it to a foil af- 
furmce. But fince-thou haft given to them that believe 
exceedin'^ great -and precious promifes, that they might 
be partakers- of a*divin'e nature i and by thy imi^ntable 

word and oath, .haft provided that all who fly to fefis 
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CJjr'ifiiot refuge, fliould have ftrong confolation' O give 
ine to cujoy tiie iiieftimable benefit. Loid, I do believe; 
help thou mine unbelief. Adored be thy free grace for 
wnat thou haft already done but perfe^ thy work 
in me : make me ftrong in faith, that on all occafions 
I may give glory to God. Thou haft ftiewn ine fome 
thing of my own, mifery. I fee, I feel myfclf a loft cr^a- 
turewithouf thy falvation; Thouhaft alfbgiven mefome 
underftanding to know him that is true, even the almigh- 
ty Saviour; and every hope of mercy not founded upon 
him, I renounce. I have caft'mylelf at his feet, and laid. 
Lord, fay e me, or I per ifii. I cannot doubt his power; 
but p forgive me that I fo often doubt his love and. 
wiilingneft to fave fuch as lam, though I know for thi^ 
purpofe# he appeared iji the form of a fervant, and 
died, upon the crofs* 

. O let .me know in whom I have believed, fo as no 
more to doubt, nor be in darknefs. Perfuadc me fully 
of my own lincerity in intrufting my deareft concerns 
intp the hands of Chrift, and of his v. f lingnefs and abili- 
ty to keep that winch I have committed to him againft 
the great day ; to preferve me from falling, to fupport 
me under all my trials, to defend me againft all my en- 
eimcs through this ftate of warfare, and at length to 
prefent me faultlefs before thy glorious prefence with ex- 
ceeding joy; 

Fain would I rely upon thy faithful promifes ; fain 
would I rejoice in hope ; but, alas ! an evil heart of un- 
belief deprives me of thofe comforts and privileges pro- 
vided in the gofpel for returning finners. Let the Sun 
of righteoufnefs fliine forth with healing in his beams, 
icattering the mifts and clouds which hang upon my 
mind. Give me grace to feek this blefling by diligently 
reading thy holy word, by being inftant in prayer, con- 
ftant in the ufe of all ordinances, and circumfpeef in all 
my converfatioh. Let me not remain ignorant of the 
devices of Satan, that he inay neither terrify me by 
his malicious fuggeftiohs, nor feduce me under the ap- 
pearances of an angel of light, to depart one ftep from 
the rule pf thy word, either to do what thou haft not 
feonimandedj or to expe<ft what thou haft not promifed* 

y y 
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But havifig ray heart, my hope, my eye fixed i7pon thed' 
aJpne, may, 1 cheerfully wait for the accompUihmcnt of 
all the good, both in time and in eternity, promifed to ^ 
them that are in Chrijl Jefus. I alk this in his name. 
Amen. 

A Trciyer proper for one in Trude or hler chandife, 

IGHl EOUS art thou, O God, in the' 
doom pronounced on all the liuma,ii race for the olfence 
of our firft parents, that in the fweat of our brow we 
Ihould eat bread. And not only in juilicc, but in mer- 
cy haft thou ordained that we iiiould be adive and labor!-- 
ous, to be of benefit m others, and to be preferVed our- 
felves from all the evils of idleneis and floth. Thou thy- 
fdf workeft hitherto, and thy providence, which order- 
eth all things in heaven and earth,, doft never dumber 
or deep. Thy oiiry-begottcn Son alfo, when he took 
upon him our deln, put his hand to* the nail,^ and his 
rioht hand to the workman’s hammer ; and it was hia- 
meat and drink to do thy will, and linidi the worK thou 
ga.veft him to do. Ihy holy angels liicewife arc in ac- 
tion without ceafing, ininiftering unto them that diall 
be heirs of falvation. \vho or W'hat then am I, O^LoicL 
God, that I diould expccl to have no budnefs or labor 
appointed for me, rec^uiring my clofe aLtention ? Let not 
this be efteemed a burden, but give me grace witli ail a- 
lacrity to apply myielf to Hiy particular employment. 
And Tis I am fixed in it by thy unerring wifdom, not for 
my own private intereft alone, but for the goodof focie- 
ty, O implant and incrcafc within me a principle . of 
• truth, honefty, and good-will to men, that 1 may always 
abhor the thought of enriching myfelf by the gains of fe-" 
cret fraud, or bafe deception. Keep m.e from day to 
day by thy mighty powder in a conlcientious regard to 
that rule of thine, defignedto extirpate all the dileaies of 
trade, of doing unto others as I would they Ihould do 
unto me. Let me never forget that the wages of uii- 
righteou&cls bring with them the curfe of Cod, and- 
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<\i 2 it tlie profperity o( the wicked ihsll defVroy them. 
Let me always feel, that better is a little which the rio'ht- 
cous hath, than great revenues without right. And as 
thou knoweft how naturally fclMi I am, and how prone 
to the love of money, which is the root of all evU ; as 
thou feeit in the daily courle of my buhnefe and employ- 
ment, how much I am in danger of being led to think 
gain the one thing needful’; O my God,- lave me "from 
all fuch fnares and temptations. Let not riches with its 
enchantments deftroy me, flor honors or pleafures- entice 
me. O let me ever fee them the fleeting vanities they 
are, and anticipate the day when they cannot profit , nt 
all. Rivet, O my God, upon my mind the .intrinfic 
everlailing value of thy love, and of the .comforts of thy 
Spirit, and a remembrance of the happy and ever bleSed 
Rate of the obedient and faithful in Chriji fefus ; that 
fo amidft all my getting, i may get that treafurethat fliall 
never faib And in order that the biuinefs I. have to do 
in the world may not prove the deftruefion of my foul, 
grant me a godly jealoufy over It, and a perpetual fafpi- 
cion of its tendency to extinguiili in me all fenfe cf fpir- 
itual blefiings, and to alienate my heart from G'od. 
Knowing how many thoufands have been fwallowed up 
and loR in the inordinate purfult of their bufinefs : fee- 
ing the world intent only upon amailing w'ealth ; and 
feeling the fame pafilon kindling within my owm cor- 
rupted heart ; I ?arhefily befeecii thee, 0_God, by thy 
own bowels of mercies, by thy dear Son's blood, put 
thy Spirit v/ithin me, caufmg me to ufc this world as 
not abiifing it, and to manifcil my moderation in the 
midfi; of my diligent applicati«,'m to pry calling. And 
never luRer me in judgment for my fins to be fo immerf- 
ed in trade and merchandifvi as to make me cold and form- 
al ill prayer, backw ard to holy dudes, a RLinger to "the 
peace and joys of the faithful, a profaner of tliy fabbat;Ii, 
or adefpiicr of thofe opportunities for feerct devotion, 
by which alone my foul can be kept alive to God," an el 
grace obtained to withiland fin. Make me“ a conc^uerpr 
over the world, and by this infallife' witnc.fs iji uiyielf 
to prove that I believe in Chrifi: to the faying of my fpiil. 
If riches incrcafe with me, grant dh the fame proportion 
my hand may be liberal to tlie poor and ilc^rdy. Petfefs 




9 



372 



Offices of Dcvoiton for ihe^ 

my mind, wherever I am, whatever I do, wi-'^h a jcnfe of 
thy prefence, as a God that feafcheft the hieart and tri- 
eth the reins, that then mayeft give to every one accord- 
ing to his ways, and according to the fruit of I is doings ; 
that fo I jnay never be furprifed in the hurry of '::r.hnefs, 
or feduced by a notion of concealing the fraud, to adt 
with deceit and lies. Lord, hear my prayer, and keep 
me; fo that neither the cares, nor the pleafurcs, of this 
world, nor the deceitfulnefs of riches, nor the luftlng 
after other things, may ever prevail againft me, to 
make me a diflionor to my Chrijlian profeflion, and. 
to fell, my foul for that wdiich periihes in the'uiing. 
Hear me, O Lord, for yefus Chrlffis fake, who died 
to deliver us from the power of this prefen t evil world, 
and to choofe unto himfelf a peculiar people, who 
fhould riv)t be of the fpirit and temper ‘ of this world, 
even as he was not of the world. To him, with thyfelfj 
G Father, and the Holy Ghoft, be all honor and glory, 
now and forevermore. -Amen, “ 

• A Prayer proper for a P^rfon in Trade upon fuftaining fome 

great Lofs, ' ‘ 

- - / 

O Lordjthou makeft rich, and thou mak- 
clt poor, exerciling an abfoiute and moll riglitcous 
idvereignty over the fubHance and circumllances, as w^ll 
as over the perfons of thy creatures.' O forgive my fins,‘ 
which have’ provoked thy difpleafure. Have compaf- 
' fion upon my weaknefs, and turn back the fwafm of evil 
thoughts which are pre^ng in from every fide. BanilH 
alhgloomydiltrullful apprehenfions from my mind. Teach 
me how to be abafed j and if it feem good in thy hght 
To call me to fuch a fevere trial, how to be in want. 
' Give me pnderllanding to learn more eftectually from 
this providence, how tranlient and uncertain are the rich- 
. es of this world ! and pow, more than ever it has been 
-let it be my chief aim to grow rich towards God, to lay 
’ up my treafure there \yhere it can never be loll and 
■ ‘tb . choofe that good part v/hicli lliall never be. taken 
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froin me. O Lord, preferve me from defponding 
thoughts, though this great misfortune is come upon 
me. Sufier me not, through aiiy apprehenfions of my 
ahlicfcd mind, fb to limit thy power, as if thou couldit 
not extricate me out of all my prefent difficuties, in a 
way wiiicli I cannot forefee ; or as if thy bounty was not 
able to lupply me, becaufe the means b| my provifion at 
this time are now taken trom me. In oppofttion to .my 
own feVhtormenting thoughts, and to the malice of Satap, 
Wiio waits to turn them to my ruin, convince - me Ihy 
thy Spirit, that if I lead a godly life, I fliail want no man- 
ner of thing that is good.' Thou art able to retrieve all 
my-lols ; and after tiiou haft proved and tried my heart, 
to blefs my Lift days with more abundance than my firft; 
or thou canft give me more fatisfaclion, and peace in- a 
reduced condition, than I enjoyed in greater affluence, 

0 let theie thoughts quiet my mind, and make me cheer- 
. fully fubmit to thy difpohil. * Let thy faithfulnefs, truth, 

and promife be my heritage, and trufied in as a fufli- 
cient portion. And as thou, O God, knoweft my frame, . 
and all the fmeft fprings of my nature, let not the light 
of my children or family overpower me. Lef not my 
heart be torn with angulfti, as if they muft be deftitute 
and forfiken. Say unto me. Be of good cheer, leave 
your children unto me, I will preferve them alive, and 
, pat thou thy truft in the Lord. O let my faith reft up- 
. on thy word, that thou who haft gracioully given them 
life, wilt provide proper fiftenance for it. Prepare me, 

1 j^cieech the, O God, for whatever further trials I fliall 

, be called to go through, and make me ready even to ‘ 
lote my life, rathci; than to take any unlawful methods 
for relief ip niy diftreis. Thus, O Lord, defiring to 
efteem my prelent affliefion a mark ^f thy favor- towards 
pe, (th.ough iny corrupt nature is 'apt to be offended 
with it)A comniend myfelf and rhy imperfeef petition^ 
■pnto thee through thy beloved Son. Amen. 
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^ A Fraser for a Student educating for Holy Orders. \ 

\ 

O Th0U Father of lights, from whom 

cometh ^ery good and perfed gift; by whole good- 
nefs to me I am training up in knowledge and learning 
that I may be thoroughly furnilhed in due time to be a 

I preacher and teacher in thy church ; to- thee I make 

my prayer for a blelTing upon my Itudies and undertak- 
ing, or all will be in vain. Sandify and purify, I be- 
feech thee, my heart, that I may not ftudy for reputa- 
tion, and to get the name of learned and acute, but only 
to be an inftrument in thy hand of glory to thy name, of 
good to the immortal fouls of men. And as authors 
are infinite, as much reading is a wearinefs to the fielh, 
caufing diftradion, and tending only to unprofitable 
queftions ; for this reafon, I befeech thee, fo to dired 
me, that I may know what books to choofe and what 
to refufe, and conftantly apply myfelf to that courfe^ of 
ftudies which will bell prepare me for thy holy fervice. 
Preferve me from the infedion of falfe dedrine, natur- 
ally pleafing to the pride and corruption of nature ; 
and, as the only way of being fafe frorn falling into er- 
ror, grant I may give myfelf up entirely to be guided 
by thy Spirit in daily and earnefi: prayer. And as thy 
written word is the only repofitory of thy will, and of 
that wifdom which, is far better than gold. O make 
a diligent reader of the feripture. May I exercife my- 
felf in it day and night. Let it dwell richly in me, and 
be as much more pleafant to my foul than all human 
writings, as thou, O God, art wifer and better than 
men. Give me wifdom to affociate with none but 
thofe by whole fobriety, gravity and good example I 
may receive benefit. Rather let me choofe folitude, 
and be fatisfied with reproach, than walk in the way of 
finners, and, for company’s fal deftroy my foul, or 
wound my confcience. Excite in me a. conftant appre-!* 
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fenfion of my amufements and recreations, knowing, 
how difiicult it is not to exceed the bounds of modera- 
tion, and how foon the affedions are drawn off from 
better things, and enflaved. Let my eare therefore be' 
to redeem my time, and to find my ftudy and my God 
my exceeding joy. , In all things do thou order my 
converfation. Grant I may be temperate in meat, and 
drink, and fleep ; grave in my deportment ; refpectful ta 
my fuperiors ; amiable.to my equals ; meek towards my 
inferiors ; courteous and affable, without levity and fol- 
ly to all. Give me ability and aptnefs for fcholaftic ex- 
ercifes, which are to ftrengthen my faculties, to polifh 
the mind, and to be the ornament of my future life ; 
that fo I may leave this place of education free from the 
vices too prevaknt in it ; fan<ftified and prepared as a 
velTel of honor fit for the mafter’s ufe. And may I 
take upon me' the high office of a teacher of fouls, not 
as one who proftitutes his confcieiice and lies unto the 
Holy Ghoft for a morfel of bread, but as one who is* 
really moved by a defire of faving perilhing finners.. 
Hear me for Jefus Chri/Ts fake. Amen. 



A Prayer for Chajlity. 



O Thou God and Father of our Lord 
Jefus^ Chrif \ who haft called us, not unto uncleannefs 
but unto holinefs, whofe will is our fan<ftification, that 
we ftiould poffefs our bodies in honor and chaftity, not 
in the lulls of concupifcence, as the Gentiles who know 
not God : I bow down my knees to bewail before thee 
the inherent corruption of my nature, my defire to de- 
file myfelf in thofe things which I know in common 
with the brute beafts. To fuch a degree hath this lull 
of uncleannefs feized me, that with difficulty I abftain 
from adual lewdnefs, whilft my imagination is dread- 
fully ftained, and the thoughts and defires of my heart 
miferably fubjecled to this fierce paffion. O my moft 
gracious God, had it not been for thy reftraining grace. 
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I had doubtlel 3 fallen a ^rey to .this common fin. Do 
taou therefore, who hah: kept me from falling, vanqnihi 
all the nncleannefs of my heart. Fortify me againft it' 
and fill me with a deteftation of lewdneis as a deadly, 
evil.. And as the wickcdnefs of my heart would feduce 
me into this fin by promifing' repentance and amend- 
ment, caufe me to underftand that the fin of whoredom j 
above all others, takes away the iinderftanding,' leading 
on thofc who are enflaved by .it like an. ox that goctli 
to tlie flaughtcr, or a fool to the correction of the flocks.’ 
Convince me of thy utter abhorrence of* tliis fin, and 
the impofiibiiity of efcaping thy difpieafijrc' if I take 
part in the voluptuoufnefs , of the unclean* Make me 
remember thy judgments in old time upon thofe who 
committed fornication, and, all tlie exprds declarations 
qf thy own word, that whoremongers and adulterers 
fliall have their portion in the lake of brimllone and fire. 
Let not vain words deceive me, nor the pradlice of the 
ungodly leflon in my fight the iniquity of this lin ; nor 
the vaft. multitude of thofc who. live in it make me once 
doubt thy veracify, and determinate purpofe to d.cfiroy 
the unclean, both body and foul in htll. That I may 
not myfelf be overtaken by this lull, let me avoid ail fo- 
ciety and acquaintance with the debauched, and ail their 
iiaunts of idlenefs and places of entertainment. Into 
their aifembly never let me enter. Give to apply myfelf 
with induflry to my bufinefs, knowing that idlenefs is 
the great encourager of unclean dcfires.and practices. 
Enable me to turn away my eyes from every inflaming 
objecl ; to be fober and careful in my difeourfe, not giv- 
ing w*ay myfelf to foolifli talking of jelling, nor ftaying 
to hear thofc who do. Give ine grace to eat for 
flrenglh, not for pampering the flefh. Lord, miake me 
to heed and be^v^ire of cherifiiing the feeblefl motiorj of 
this luft, knowing from the biftory of God’s faints hovv 
great a fire fucli a little Ip.lrk has kindled when indulged. 
As I profefs myfelf a Chrijiian^ grant I may with herrof 
reject every temptation of ofiering fuch an in'fult to my 
Redeemer, as to take the members of Chrifi: and make theni 
the members of an harlot. And lefl my heart fhould en- 
vy finners in their pleafurcs, O Lord, grant I may rdiee? 
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on all thofe marks of thy vengeance agalnft the fin of’ 
lewdnefs vifible in this world, as well as referved for the 
unclean in that which is eternal. Let me net forget what 
loathfome difeafes, what bitter pains, what poverty and 
want is the fruit of lull : what quarrels, what bloodflied, 
what infamy and death from the' hands of juftice arc 
brought Upon young wretches by means of chambering 
and wantonnefs. Let the knowledge of thefe things 
make me urgent and inftant, day after day, to cry un- 
to thee to preferve me blamelefs in fpirit, foul, and body, 
and that I may never gratify an appetite implanted for 
the nobeft purpofes, but in the way which thou haft 
appointed. Grant this, Holy Father, for Jefus Chriji^ 
fake. Amen. 



A prayer for a young P erf on* 



Whither, 6 Lord, fliall a young 

man go, or how fhall he be able to efcape all the fnares 
•Which befet him j and all the corruptions within his 
own heart ever ready to betray him ? AVherc 
but to thy throne of grace, O God of all jpower ? Here 
therefore do I prefent my fupplication, humbly befeech- 
ing thee to give unto me that faith in thy word, which 
ihall make me receive all thy prbmifes with delight and 
comfort, and ftand in awe of doing any thing to incur 
thy threatnings. Eftablifh in me the fear of thy eternal 
majefty , and a fteadfaft purpofe of heart to walk before 
thee in holinefs and righteoufiiefs all the days of my life. 
Subdue my natural pride, which would lead me to be a 
rebel againft thee, O my God, and lightly to regard the 
plaineft and moft pofitive of thy commands. Quench 
thofe lufts, which the fire of youth ever kindles in the 
heart. Inftead of being heady, high-minded, raft, and 
prefumptuous, open mine ear to receive inftrudion : in- 
spire me with meeknefs to be humble in my whole be- 
havior, and ever to follow that which is good. Create 
in me a conftant diftruft of myfelf, an averfion to the 
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eoiTipanyof the lewd, the gay and' thoughtlefs ; ancf:%' 
jealoufy of thofe things to which I find myfelf moft ve- 
hemently inclined knowing that by nature I am* alto- 
gether earthly, fenfual, and deviliih. Now in my youth 
grant I may aferibe unto thee the honor due unto thy 
name by preferring always the knowledge of thy truth, 
the fenfe of thy love and obfervance of thy will, to all the 
pleafures of fin and vanity. Q convince me that thebe- 
ginning of fin, as well as of ftrife, is as when one letteth 
out \yater. Teach me how foon fin will infnaTe, .howihfen- 
fibly intangle, and how difficult it is to efcape from thofe 
evil^ tempers and indulgences, when once complied with,> 
which might eafily be vanquifhed by refiftance at firft. 
Let thy Sirit be my perpetual monitor, guide, and com- 
forter, through thy word. Hoot out of my vein heart 
all good opinion of myfelf, all haughtinefs of fpirit, all' 
llubbornnefs and morofenefs of difpofition, all affedbtion 
of conforming to fafhionable fin and folly, and every 
wanton imagination ; thefe vile propenfities, the mifer- 
able difeafes of my fallen nature, which I find within 
me. Help me, O my God, to mortify them all, to. ad. 
yance in grace as I grow in years,- to gain a complete 
vi<^ory over my corruptions, and make a conflant prog- 
refs in the knowledge, faith and cofolations of Chriji 
Jefus the Lord ; in w^hofe early youth I fee an example 
of holinefs and righteoufnefs, which I am commanded 
to follow, and through whom I hope to be accepted unto 
life for evermore. Amen^ 
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